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TableOn the By Keith Bassham

Treasures in history and books

M
. L. and Marjorie Ellis, 
former members of Can-
ton Baptist Temple, had 
transferred to the Tulsa 

area and attended my Sunday school 
class at Eastland Baptist Church when 
I was there about 20 years ago. One 
weekend, Eastland had Harold Henni-
ger and Earl Smith in for worship ser-
vices. Henniger had just retired from 
the pulpit of Canton Baptist Temple. 
The Ellises, of course, hosted their for-
mer pastor on Sunday afternoon, and 
Shari and I were invited.
 To listen to these veteran spiritual 
warriors swap their memories… tales 
that went back into the 1940s even… 
well, words escape me. The afternoon 
was far too short for my liking, but it is 
a treasure in my mind.
 I hope to revive those memories a 
bit when I go to Canton for the BBFI 
Fall Fellowship meeting next month, for 
so much of what is great about our Fel-
lowship is wrapped up in that church. 
Canton Baptist Temple was planted by 
Dallas Billington of the Akron Baptist 
Temple in 1938. To get the church start-
ed, he would drive over Sundays after 
the Akron services to hold afternoon ser-
vices in Canton. In 1947, the pulpit was 
vacant, and Billington recommended one 
of his own preacher boys, Harold Henni-
ger, a young man who had been saved 
and discipled in the Akron church. Hen-
niger was finishing his training in Fort 
Worth, and he had worked on the staff of 
First Baptist Church there. The church 
became a powerhouse over the next 40 
years, and Pastor Henniger was a model 
for hundreds of Fellowship ministers.
 Evangelism. Discipleship. Church 
planting. Education. Missions. Leader-
ship. May God grant that we use this 
meeting to reacquaint ourselves with 

the great traditions of our Fellowship. 
When we do that we will not merely en-
shrine the past as a monument, but we 
will honor that past by embracing and 
embodying again those characteristics of 
great churches around the world.

Speaking of the past, I cannot remember 
when I had so many books on my desk 
authored by people associated with the 
Baptist Bible Fellowship. Every other 
week or so these past few months I have 
received notices or review copies of books 
produced by people in our Fellowship. 
I am glad of this, and I want Tribune 
readers to be aware of these resources. 
Some book or author just might touch on 
a need.
 First, you have seen the excerpts we 
have published in the Tribune this year. 
I’ll not mention those now. But here are 
some others you may want to check out.
Waiting Patiently for the Lord – A Study 
of Psalm 40 by Tina Modrell. Tina is 
originally from Florence Baptist Temple, 
Florence, South Carolina. Her husband, 
Charles, is pastor of a church in Laurin-
burg, North Carolina, and Tina’s book is 
a spiral-bound volume designed as a Bi-

f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

ble study for personal or group use. You 
can order the book from amazon.com.

The Revivals in the Bible by Ver-
non C. Lyons. Pastor Lyons has served 
Chicago’s Ashburn Baptist Church since 
1951. The work will surely meet a de-
mand for a study of this important sub-
ject. His theme is simple: “The Revivals 
in the Bible are not mere history, but 
God’s inspired instructions for His work 
in our time.” See the ad in this issue for 
ordering information.

From Jerusalem to You by Jeff Wil-
liams. Jeff is a BBFI missionary to Rus-
sia. His book, which he says is written 
in the tradition of The Trail of Blood, 

traces a distinct group of non-comform-
ing, independent Christians known as 
the Cathari from about 250 A.D. Some of 
the material I had not seen before. Un-
fortunately, there are some editing and 
publishing details that detract from the 
value overall, and the bibliography is a 
little confusing. However, I applaud our 
preachers when they write serious books 
on important matters rather than collec-
tions of sermons. Order the book from 
www.kjvpress.com.

The Quest for the Great Stones by 
G. M. Matheny. Garry is another mis-
sionary whose archeology and history 
sleuthing has resulted in a book that 
reminds me of a Dan Brown novel — ex-
cept Garry’s story is true. I won’t be a 
spoiler, but I will say that his story of a 
search for the “great stones” buried by 
Jeremiah has a lot of twists and turns. 
If you love museums, mysteries, history, 
and armchair archeology, this book is for 
you. I could hardly put it down. Order 
from amazon.com.

Rowdy Raccoon and the Turtle 
Who Wanted to Fly by Donna Braymer. 
Rowdy is back and better than ever. 
Donna’s children’s book is such a well-
kept secret, and I can’t figure why. Her 
stories are imaginative, and the artwork 
in this new book is way over the top. 
The character studies she has authored 
from the series have opened doors of 
ministry in public schools. Order from  
rowdyraccoon.com or from amazon.com.

Be sure to see the Walking Through 
the Valleys of Life ad in this issue. We 
have mentioned this work by Jerry Bea-
ver in a previous column.

 One last item, BBFI missionary 
Jimmy Strickland was taken by the Lord 
just as we were going to press. We will 
publish a memorial in the next issue.
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Presidential PersPective
Mark Hodges  |  President  |  Baptist Bible Fellowship International  

Missions at the forefront

W
hen Jesus left this earth 
for heaven, He left 
behind a mission for us 
to complete (Matthew 

28:19-20). Down through the centu-
ries, men and women have paid a great 
price to see that the Lord’s march-
ing orders have been carried out. His 
church still lives today. 
 Almost 60 years ago, a group of 
godly men banded together to start a 
Fellowship of pastors. These men were 
church planters who built some of the 
largest churches in the world. Henry 
Blackaby, in his book, Spiritual Lead-
ership, could have been speaking of 
these men. He says, “Spiritual leaders 
do not try to satisfy the goals and ambi-
tions of the people they lead but those 
of the God they serve. Spiritual leaders 
must be spiritual statesmen and not 
merely politicians.” 
 Thank God He used men like  
G. B. Vick, John Rawlings, W. E. Dow-
ell, Noel Smith, and James Combs to 
birth the Baptist Bible Fellowship. I 
am proud to be a part of that Fellow-
ship which has made an impact on our 
world. Yes, our challenges are quite 
different than they were for my dad or 
grandfather. Blackaby states, “Much 
more is expected from leaders today 
than in years past.” This means we 
have a greater opportunity to complete 
the task set before us. 
 During this September Fellowship 
meeting in Canton, Ohio, you will once 
again be reminded that our world is in 
great need for the gospel — perhaps 
more than ever. You will be challenged 
to give to our Projects Offering so that 
we can continue to build churches and 
provide homes for our missionaries. Yes, 
we are facing a worldwide financial cri-
sis, but our God is a great God and He 

is not quite done with us yet. Fred Don-
nelson stated years ago that the strong 
right arm of the Fellowship would be 
missions and that has been true all 
these many years — Praise God! 
 In the Baptist Bible Tribune of 
November 24, 1950, there was a short 
article entitled, “What Do You Think of 
Them?” It states, “On the front page of 
today’s TRIBUNE you read the incred-
ible story of what a bunch of kids are 
doing in Japan. They are Olson Hodges 
and wife, Isaac Foster and Mrs. Fos-
ter and Lavern and Evelyn Rodgers — 
and now Alvin Marsden and his wife. 
Eighteen months ago we heard Hodges 
and Foster talking about ‘opening up 
a mission work in Japan.’ In fact, they 
were ‘preparing to go.’ Who was going 
to guarantee them a salary? Nobody. 
Some churches were going to help 
them. What missionary training had 
they had? Bible study and preaching. 
What did they know about Japan and 
the Japanese people? They knew that 
most of them were going to hell, and 
they knew that if they would accept 
Jesus Christ as their Savior they would 
not go to hell but would go to heaven.” 
 On that same page was another 
article about the Hooges and Gullions 
in the Philippines. The article con-
cluded by saying, “Here is the thing 
to remember about the Baptist Bible 
foreign mission work: Our missionar-
ies get there…they start preaching 
the Gospel. Then, as soon as they have 
enough converts to organize a native 
church, they organize it. Then they 
go and do the same thing somewhere 
else.” 
 This summer I had the opportu-
nity of observing firsthand our young-
er generation of missionaries. In one 
term, missionaries Jason and Nadia 

Kratochvil have built a great work in 
Managua, Nicaragua. Their facilities 
were too small so they added a second 
floor. Jason has trained leaders to take 
over that ministry and also leaders who 
will soon assist him in starting another 
church. 
 Dan and Vicki Weaver went to 
Belize seven years ago and literally dug 
out a ministry in a jungle village called 
The Valley of Peace. In July, a group of 
men from our church built steel truss-
es for a new church facility. Then we 
had our first service in the new facili-
ties with almost 300 people attend-
ing. Dan has also pastored and helped 
other churches there in Belize. He too 
has trained leaders and is now starting 
another church in a nearby village. On 
Wednesday evening in this new work, 
there were 70 in attendance with 2 
teenagers trusting Christ. 
 Almost 60 years later I can tell 
you that the Baptist Bible Fellowship 
is still sending soul-winning, church-
planting missionaries. We can’t reside 
in the past; we must look to the oppor-
tunities of the future with great expec-
tations. It is imperative that we see 
more young men and women involved 
with our movement. Our prayer should 
be “God, don’t ever let me be satis-
fied with business as usual. Help me 
to always have a sense of urgency for 
sharing the gospel with every nation, 
every people group, and every person.” 
 Pastor Mike Frazier and the good 
people of Canton Baptist Temple in 
Canton, Ohio, have been so gracious to 
invite us to their great church and host 
an awesome meeting. In that meeting 
we will experience the joy of approving 
more laborers for the vineyard. Join us 
as we work together as a Fellowship to 
reach this world for Christ!
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Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

Compared to the rest 
of the U.S. population, 

which is generally con-
sidered highly religious, 
African-Americans engage 
in religious activities more 
frequently and express 
higher levels of religious 
belief, Pew Research Cen-
ter's Forum on Religion & 
Public Life highlighted in a 
report released in time for 
Black History Month.

The center's U.S. Re-
ligious Landscape Survey, 
conducted in 2007 on 
more than 35,000 people, 
found that 79 percent of 
African-Americans say re-
ligion is very important in 

Pew Research Center finds 
African-Americans to be most 
religiously devout racial groupResearchers at two medical centers found 

unborn babies at 30 weeks gestation show 
short-term memory, according to The Washington 
Times. By the time the unborn children reach 34 
weeks of development, they “are able to store 
information and retrieve it four weeks later,” The 
Times reported.

The results were based on a study con-
ducted on 100 women and their unborn children. 
Scientists gave the women a series of buzzes on 
their stomachs for one second each with a “fetal 
vibroacoustic stimulator” at five points during the 
final eight 
weeks of 
pregnancy, 
according 
to the July 
16 report. 
They used 
ultrasound 
imaging 
to mea-
sure “fetal 
learning” 
patterns, particularly through the baby’s eye, 
mouth, and body movements.

The children adjusted to the vibrations and 
sounds to the extent they would no longer re-
spond, according to the report. That process is 
called “habituation.”

Source: Baptist Press, www.bpnews.com, July 23, 2009.

Netherlands study shows 
unborn children have memories

More Americans watching 
videos on the internet

16.8 billion 
 videos watched in USA

107.1 million 
 watchers via YouTube

49 million 
 watchers via MySpace

45.4 million 
 watchers via Yahoo

40.1 million 
 watchers via Hulu Source: SearchEngineWatch.com

their lives while 56 percent 
of all U.S. adults said the 
same. 

Among the various 
racial and ethnic groups, 
African-Americans are the 
most likely to say they be-
long to a formal religious 
affiliation. An overwhelm-
ing 87 percent of African-
Americans identify with a 
religious group.

Following close be-
hind are Latinos, with 85 
percent of its population 
associating with a religion. 
In comparison, 83 percent 
of the overall U.S. popula-
tion report affiliation with a 
religion.

    Source: www.christianpost.com, Michelle A. Vu, Christian Post Reporter.

ABC led the way among the five major television 
networks for onscreen representations of lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, and transgender (LBGT) people in the 
most recent season as measured by GLAAD, the Gay 
& Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation.

Among cable networks, HBO was heralded for 
leading the way with 42 percent of programming 
hours featuring LGBT representations

Source: Baptist Press, www.bpnews.com,.asp?ID=30981,  
Erin Roach, BP staff writer.

ABC ranked highest among 
networks for gay/lesbian content
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50 Years ago in 
the Tribune...

In light of the upcom-
ing BBFI National 

Fellowship Meeting 
to be held at Can-
ton Baptist Temple, it 
seemed fitting to revisit 
this article featuring 
the church from the 
September 25, 1959, 
edition of the Tribune. 
The inset photo of 
the Adult Bible Class 
appeared on the cover 
page of the Tribune.

With all the 
preparations for the 
upcoming meeting, it's 
probably safe to say 
that there's been no 
"summer slump" for 
Canton Baptist Temple 
this year either!
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Lodging information available on page 43
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            Wednesday     •     $10 per person
          Limited seating, reservation required
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(Ladies’
Meeting)

Trip includes: Amish-style meal at Amish
Door Restaurant; Guided Tour of Amish
Country; Stops at: Lehman’s Hardware,
Heini’s Cheese Chalet, Berlin Climate-
controlled Flea Market, Wendell August
Forge, and much, much more!

Bill
Murk

  EXHIBIT TABLES AVAILABLE
Ministries & Missionaries wishing to
exhibit their ministries can register
online or call Jenny in the Church
Office at 330.477.6267 x114.

SUNDAY
10:15 AM: Pastor Jerry Thorpe
5:00 PM: To Be Announced

MONDAY
1:00 PM: National Director’s Meeting
4:00 PM: Seminars
6:30 PM: Pastor Lewis McClendon
8:00 PM: Dessert Fellowship

TUESDAY
9:00 AM: Pastor Tracy Roby
10:00 AM: Pastor Linzy Slayden

Ladies’ Meeting
1:00 PM: Missionary Approval Meeting

TUESDAY  (cont’d.)
2:00 PM: Seminars/Amish Country Tour
6:30 PM: Pastor Mark Hodges
8:00 PM: Ice Cream Sundae Fellowship

WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM: Dr. Jack Baskin
10:00 AM: Mission Videos/Testimonies
12:00 PM: Pastor’s Luncheon
6:30 PM: Steve Green Concert

Pastor Jonathan Falwell
Dr. Jerry Falwell-CHOF Induction

THURSDAY
8:30 am: Amish Country Tour
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 ccording to long-time BBFI pastor Bill Aven, 
the camp ministry represented by Impact 
Youth Worldwide and funded by the Rawl-

ings Foundation is “the best-kept secret in the 
world.” With results of the summer camps held 
at the Highlands near Mexico City, the secret is 
sure to get out.

The nine camps, directed by BBFI mission-
aries Allen and Aase Owens and Ed and Annita 
Hoagland, were attended by 5,473 campers, 
among whom 2,338 professed faith in Christ 
as Savior. Of those, 667 were baptized and 164 
made applications to attend Bible college.

Camps at the Highland are not a full week. 
According to Hoagland, “Experience has taught 
us that we get most of the people saved during 
the first few sessions of camp. To keep them for 
a full week then becomes counterproductive. 
We rely on the individual churches and other 
missionaries to counsel them further when they 
return home.” Twenty-six Mexican churches 
participated in the camps. The week after 
the final camp, Hoagland and Owens rented 
a theater in Mexico City where the churches 
were matched with youth who made decisions. 
Hoagland says, “Our goal is to get these young 
people plugged into one of our churches as soon 
as possible.”

The Mexican camp is one of several spon-
sored by Impact Youth Worldwide. Staffed and 
directed mainly by BBFI missionaries, each 
of the facilities was located and renovated for 
camp ministry by the Rawlings Foundation. 
The Mexico camp cost $4,772,609 for construc-
tion and renovation of a 6,000-square-foot 
Mexican villa on 28 acres just 90 miles south of 
Mexico City. 

The ministry’s website also lists informa-
tion about similar camps in Tanzania, the 
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Belgium, China, 
Cambodia, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
England, and Germany. Bill Aven, who pro-
motes the Impacting Youth ministry in the US, 
credits the Rawlings Foundation, and especially 
George Rawlings, for the vision and funding for 

the camps. While the entire Rawlings family 
is involved in the foundation, his father, John 
Rawlings, and brothers, Herb and Harold, are 
the most visible in the camp ministries.

Impact Youth Worldwide provides a vehicle 
for the Foundation to partner with missionaries 
and mission agencies to reach youth for Christ 
worldwide. With the Rawlings’ independent 
Baptist background and ties, it is only natural 
that evangelism is at the center of their vision. 
According to the website (impactyouthww.com), 
90 percent of the youth attending camps in the 
US are already saved, while on the mission field 
90 percent of the youth who attend are unsaved 
at the beginning of the camp.

The missionary nature of the camps is also 
characterized by the problems faced by the 
camp leaders. Owens says, “We have seen mini 
riots in the dorms at 2:00 a.m. We have confis-
cated shanks, knives, razor blades, narcotics, 
marijuana, alcohol, huffing products, pornogra-
phy, cigarettes, and much more. We have expe-
rience dealing with youth that arrive high and 
hallucinating, men and women hung over and 
vomiting, and even those who believe they are 
actually ghost people. We have separated gang 
members as they tried to beat up homosexuals.”

Hoagland wrote in one of his reports this 
summer, “I wish our world was free of drug 
addicts, alcoholics, teenagers who are sexually 
active outside of marriage, and other perverse 
things, but that's not the real place in which we 
all live. We had to deal with all of this in camp 
number three. If we are going to try and reach 
our community and become culture changers, 
we are going to have to confront and correct 
these issues.”

Aven, who joined the ministry last year 
after several decades of pastoral ministry, also 
points out the necessity of the missionaries on 
the field. Referring to Owens and Hoagland of 
Mexico, he says, “The camps would not be effec-
tive without great BBFI missionaries like these 
folks and a host of other supporting people.”
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"I meant what I prayed and now…and 
now, I feel like there are butterflies in my 
heart – I cannot explain it.”
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The story of our national 
anthem may best be 
understood in the broader 

context of the events, the emotion, and 
the witness to bravery that led up to its 
writing. The War of 1812 and the battle 
for Baltimore, in particular, are impor-
tant parts of the story. One can see the 
hand of God moving, for had this battle 
gone any other way, Key’s poem that 
inspired our anthem would never have 
been written, and our nation may not 
have become the “the land of the free.”

Not many years had passed since 
America had gained her independence 
from England in the Revolutionary 
War. Then, in 1812, the United States 
was again at war with the same enemy. 
Americans were angry over British 
interference with their trade and their 
impressment of unwilling American 
sailors into the British Navy. America 
declared war on Great Britain for these 
acts on June 18, 1812. 

The war went well for America at 

first but with England’s defeat of Napo-
leon’s France, England was able to give 
her full attention to the United States 
with devastating and humiliating ef-
fects. In August of 1814, British Major 
General Robert Ross landed his force of 
5,000 seasoned troops near our capitol, 
defeated a much larger American force, 
drove into Washington, and set on fire 
the capitol building, the president’s 
mansion, and numerous other struc-
tures. President Madison and his wife, 
Dolley, barely escaped with their lives.

Leaving a ruined Washington 
behind, the British now turned toward 
Baltimore, Maryland, the third-largest 
city in the country. It was to be a 
combined land and sea attack. General 
Ross, an Irishman and British hero, 
landed his troops at North Point, Mary-
land, where he met heavy resistance 
from the Maryland militia. Ross was 
killed and the British army halted their 
land advance.

Meanwhile, at Fort McHenry, 

rockets and mortar shells exploded 
everywhere, spreading fire and raining 
shrapnel. The fort, under the command 
of Major George Armistead, had a 
defending force of just 1,000 men. Their 
smaller guns could not reach the Brit-
ish ships which stayed just out of their 
range, but the Americans held on and 
refused to surrender.

Now to the story of our national an-
them and the “Star Spangled Banner” 
that inspired it. When Major Armistead 
took command of Fort McHenry in 
1813, he commissioned Mary Pickers-
gill, a Baltimore flag maker, to make 
two flags. One was a large garrison flag 
for which she was paid $405.90 and a 
smaller one, a storm flag, for which she 
was paid $168.54. Mary Pickersgill had 
her daughter, two nieces, and an inden-
tured African-American girl help her. 
The large garrison flag was sewn from 
common wool and cotton. It measured 
30x42 feet with stars about two feet 
in diameter and stripes two feet wide. 

by the   d a wn ' s  e a r l y  l i g h t

Oh say can you see

what so proudly we hailed

Marking 195 years since the battle that inspired an anthem
By Mike Lamb
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This was the flag that would inspire 
Francis Scott Key’s poem that would 
become our national anthem. 

Prior to the battle for Baltimore 
that took General Ross’ life, friends of 
Dr. William Beanes, who was being 
held on a British ship eight miles away 
down the river as a prisoner of war, 
had asked Georgetown lawyer Francis 
Scott Key to join John S. Skinner, the 
American prisoner-exchange agent, on 
a humanitarian mission to seek the 
doctor’s release. Board-
ing the British ship 
under a truce flag on 
September 3, Admiral 
Cochrane and General 
Ross, who was aboard 
at the time, refused, 
believing Dr. Beanes to 
be an informant for the 
enemy. Having been 
shown letters from Brit-
ish soldiers who testified 
to the kindness and care 
of the doctor, they then 
consented to his release, 
but detained them for 
some days until the 
battle was over, fearing 
they might divulge their 
plans to the Americans 
if they let them go.

During the assault 
on the fort, the British, 
landing a direct hit, 
threw aside caution and 
moved their ships closer 
as the battle raged 
through the stormy night. With the 
vessels finally coming within range of 
Fort McHenry’s guns, the determined 
defenders trained all their cannons on 
the British ships and managed to so 
damage them that they were forced to 
withdraw. Admiral Cochrane ordered a 
land attack against the rear of the fort 
in an attempt to scale its walls, but it 
also failed when the guns of nearby 
Fort Covington drove the attackers 
off. By dawn the British could see that 
all hope of taking the fort and the city 
were gone. 

At 7:30 a.m. on September 14, 

1814, British Admiral Cochrane called 
off the assault. Because of a heavy 
rainstorm, Major Armistead had flown 
the smaller storm flag through most 
of the battle, but at dawn, with the 
British retreating, he ordered the large 
garrison flag raised as the troops in 
the fort, no doubt with loud cheers, 
fired their guns and played “Yankee 
Doodle.” Three months later, the war 
ended. It is widely believed that the 
successful defense of Baltimore and 

Fort McHenry played a large 
part in the British decision to 
sign a truce. 

Francis Scott Key and 
the others had been permit-
ted to return to the truce 
ship but under heavy guard 
so they could not leave or 
signal the shore. He had 
been on deck all through the 
night anxiously watching 
the battle unfold. When the 
bombardment ended and he 
saw the British withdraw-
ing, he could see through the 

by the   d a wn ' s  e a r l y  l i g h t

morning mist on that September 14 
morning the large garrison flag flying 
over the American fort. Deeply moved, 
he wrote, on the back of a letter he 
had in his pocket, the poem that would 
become our national anthem. Origi-
nally entitled “The Defense of Fort 
McHenry,” it had four stanzas. The 
middle two were eventually dropped 
from the anthem, probably because 
they contained some language unfa-
vorable to the British who became our 

friends. (“Their blood has washed 
out their foul footsteps’ pollution.) 
The last verse became the second 
and it was set to a popular tune 
of the day and was renamed “The 
Star Spangled Banner” in 1815.

In 1890, the military adopted 
it and ordered it played at the rais-
ing and lowering of the flag. Both 
the Army and Navy designated it 
the national anthem in 1917 for 
ceremonial purposes and Congress 
and President Hoover made it of-
ficial on March 3, 1931.

Today, there are those who 
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would change our national anthem to 
something less militant. With forces 
around the world plotting to destroy 
this country and deprive us of, in 
Jefferson’s words, “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness,” “The Star 
Spangled Banner” has no equal and 
must not be replaced. We should insist 
it be sung properly, as written, with all 
standing, hats off, hands over hearts. 
We should insist schools teach it to our 
children and insist it be sung regularly 
in a patriotic opening. (California law 
provides for this even though some 
schools ignore the law.) 

We should further insist that our 
schools teach our official National Mot-
to, “In God We Trust,” probably taken 
from Key’s line “In God is our trust,” 
and not be intimidated by the few who 
loudly want it dropped. I hope that as 
Americans we will remember the spirit 
of Major Armistead and the brave men 
of Fort McHenry as well as the he-
roes on the ground who, though often 
outgunned and outmanned, stopped 
the British advance on Baltimore. The 
second verse of “The Star Spangled 
Banner” is rarely sung. Many probably 
do not even know it exists. With our 
country again at war we should include 
it every time we sing our national 
anthem:

O thus be it ever, 
     when free men shall stand 
Between their loved homes 
     and war’s desolation! 
Blest with vict’ry and peace, 
     may the heav’n rescued land 
Praise the Pow’r that hath made 
     and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, 
     when our cause it is just; 
And this be our motto: 
     “In God is our trust!” 
And the star spangled banner
     in triumph shall wave 
O’er the land of the free 
     and the home of the brave.

Christians should remember that 
many of those who fought and died for 
our country in the Revolutionary War 
and again in 1812 were devout Chris-
tians who did not believe that faith in 
God should keep them out of politics and 
the defense of America. Nor did they be-
lieve that the name of God has no place 
in national life. They were unashamed 
in their belief that America is a “heaven-
rescued land” and that it is imperative 
that we proclaim “In God is our trust” to 
our nation. The need for this caliber of 
Christian is as great as ever. 

May the words of our national an-
them remain true as long as God allows 
our great nation to exist.

fort mchenry’s garrison flag 
remained in the possession 
of major Armistead for some 
time, and it was brought out 
for display on certain occa-
sions. the flag was given to 
the smithsonian museum in 
1912. due to mishandling and 
damage, even after it found 
a home in the smithsonian, 
the flag underwent a thor-
ough restoration, and today 
the flag is now on display in a 
special exhibit at the National 
museum of American history, 
on the National mall in Wash-
ington, d.C. 

According to the mu-
seum’s website, the honor ac-
corded to the American flag, 
and to this banner in particu-
lar, is modern innovation. the 
site says, “At the time the 
American flag was created, it 
did not attract much atten-
tion from the general pub-
lic; its primary function was 
to identify ships and forts. 
ordinary Americans in the 
revolutionary era turned to a 
variety of other symbols—the 
eagle, Lady Liberty, George 
Washington— to express their 
patriotism and define their 
national identity.”

After the war, and after 
Key’s poem was published, 
his phrase, “our flag was still 
there,” fused the physical 
symbol of the nation with 
universal feelings of patrio-
tism, courage, and resilience. 
the flag was no longer just 
an emblem of the nation; it 
became a representation of 
the country’s values and the 
ideals for which it stands.

for more information 
about the fort mchenry garri-
son flag, its history, and resto-
ration efforts, see the website 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/
starspangledbanner/.
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When we first arrived Kuwait, I saw 

several units that did not have a chaplain. I 

asked my colonel if I could cover them. He 

asked me, “Well, aren’t you busy enough 

with ours?” I told him, “I just want to cover 

them.” Agreeing that the other units needed 

a chaplain, he gave his permission as long 

as I didn’t slack off on our guys. So, I started 

riding with the route clearance men. 

g l o b a l   16    p a r t n e r s
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cation procedures should contact 

me at the BBFI World Mission 

Service Center.

As you will notice in the 

following pages, the chaplaincy 

offers amazing opportunities 

for evangelism and discipleship. 

To be a pastor in uniform has 

its own set of requirements 

and abundant blessings. Global 

Partners recently conducted an 

interview with several of our BBFI-

endorsed chaplains. The men 

who voluntarily and graciously 

participated are as follows:

Chaplain (Lieutenant) 
Ken Amador, U.S. Navy 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

Chaplain (Lieutenant) 
Steven Benefield, U.S. Navy
USS Blue Ridge, Japan

Chaplain (Captain) 
Jeremiah Catlin, U.S. Army
Fort Sam Houston, Texas

Chaplain (Major) 
Herman Cheatham, Jr., U.S. Army
Fort Drum, New York

Chaplain (Major) 
Charles Fields, U.S. Army 
Fort Drum, New York

Chaplain (Colonel) 
Steven E. Keith, U.S. Air Force
Commandant Armed Forces 
Chaplaincy Center
Fort Jackson, South Carolina

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) 
Donald Reynolds 
Maryland Army National Guard
Denton, Maryland

Chaplain (Major) 
William Wehlage, U. S. Army
Fort Jackson, South Carolina

James G. Smith
Chaplain Endorser – BBFIBack in 1978, when David A. 

Cavin was president of the 

BBFI and Carl Boonstra was the 

mission director, an agreement 

was made between the Baptist 

Bible Fellowship International and 

the United States Department of 

Defense for the BBFI to be an au-

thorized ecclesiastical endorsing 

agency for United States Armed 

Forces Chaplaincies.

Since that time, many godly 

men from our churches have cho-

sen to serve the Lord through the 

military. It is an incredible oppor-

tunity to serve both God and coun-

try! Each branch of the military 

has its own specific requirements 

as to the chaplaincy. Once a man 

has chosen in which branch he 

will serve, he then must meet the 

requirements of the BBFI. 

While the military chaplain is 

a member of the Armed Forces 

and serves as a commissioned 

officer, he is also a minister of the 

gospel, a representative of his 

local church, and a representative 

of the BBFI.

The Armed Forces have 

physical, educational, and eccle-

siastical requirements. The BBFI 

and the local churches have re-

quirements that have to do more 

with the spiritual, doctrinal, and 

experiential.

Each of our chaplains has a 

sending church and is commis-

sioned and authorized by that 

church to administer the local 

church ordinances. Our chaplains 

encourage the men and women 

to whom they minister to get 

involved in local churches. 

Anyone interested in more 

information or on the actual appli-
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When I first went to them, I told the unit 

that, although I had heard they were getting 

shot at almost every day, I wanted to start 

riding with them. They were shocked to hear 

that from a chaplain. You see, among the 

soldiers, the image of a chaplain is that we 

just sit in an office. But not all of us sit in an 

office, there are several that go out and get 

their hands dirty with the soldiers.

I asked the unit which was their tough-

est route — where they were fired upon the 

most and where they found the most IEDs. 

(An IED is a roadside bomb and it stands for 

improvised explosive device.) I would make 

that my first route. I wanted to know I could 

handle it.

Two days later, I went on my first route. 

Not one shot was fired. Afterwards, all the 

soldiers were coming up and hugging me 

saying, “Chaplain, you can ride with us any 

time! As a matter of fact, every day would be 

fine!” At first they viewed me as their protec-

tor. I knew that would change.

I made a schedule and began riding 

with the route clearance men every seven 

to nine days. I rode on whatever route 

they were doing. Since I handled the first 

one I figured, “I’ve got this now.” I rode 

with them for almost two months 

and never really heard anything. The 

soldiers kept saying, “If the chaplain 

is going with you, you are going to 

be safe.” I kept praying, “Lord, 

if you are going to keep it 

up, that is fine with me too. 

Not getting shot at is quite 

alright.”

The route clearance 

team’s job is to find any 

roadside bombs, blast 

them, and make the way 

clear for other vehicles. 

They ride in a Buffalo — a 

huge six-person vehicle with 

a mechanical arm on the right 

side. When a roadside bomb is found, 

the mechanical arm is used like a 

shovel to carefully grab the bomb, pull 

wires off of it, and move it, all while 

hoping the bomb doesn’t go off. Then 

the EOD (Explosive Ordinance Dis-

posal) guys send out a robot with C4 

and set it on the bomb. Once everyone 

is at a safe distance, the bomb is 

blasted in place. After the detonation, 

the clearance team moves on to look for the 

next obstacle. With the road cleared of IEDs, 

future patrols can move along safely.

One day, we were rolling through a re-

ally rough area of town when, all of a sudden, 

something went off and shook the Buffalo I 

was riding in. We had missed a bomb and it 

was really close to us! Fortunately, the Buf-

falo’s armor is designed for such incidents. 

After the dust cleared, a unit pulled up and 

looked at the blast hole. They started to put 

the Buffalo arm in when they yelled, “Back 

off!” and quickly moved the vehicle. 

It takes a relatively composed demean-

or to handle the tense situations the clear-

ance teams regularly face, so when these 

soldiers get excited, you know it’s serious. 

What the team had seen in the initial blast 

hole was a second, much bigger, explosive 

device. The first bomb was really more of 

a dud, not intended to kill or maim, just to 

catch our attention. 

While we were backed off and the 

clearance team was preparing to disarm 
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the larger bomb, the first sniper shot rang 

out. It became clear that this was not just an 

explosive-detonation situation, it was an am-

bush. Those who set up the roadside IEDs 

know exactly how our clearance teams work 

— when a bomb goes off, the team pauses 

to investigate. That gives the sniper time to 

fire at our troops and vehicles. 

The sniper’s first shot went right 

through the Buffalo’s “boomerang.” The 

“boomerang” is an electronic device on the 

roof that detects which direction shots are 

coming from and helps soldiers determine 

the location of incoming fire. After the “boo-

merang” was knocked out, it wasn’t long be-

fore the sniper’s second shot hit our vehicle. 

With another display of targeted precision, 

the bullet had struck the window next to my 

seat directly in line with my head. Thankfully, 

the Buffalo’s seven layers of thick armored 

glass did not allow the bullet to penetrate 

the vehicle, but instead trapped the shrapnel 

within the window. 

The EOD guys continued 

to work on the large bomb, 

and by the time we blasted 

the second bomb and picked 

up the robot, it felt like we had 

been sitting there for a long 

time. I was glad when we finally 

got moving again! God really 

protected the chaplain that 

day — and I have the bullet-

proof window as a reminder.

Part 2 of this article 
can be found on page 25
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Global Partners recently conducted an 

interview with several of our BBFI-endorsed 

chaplains. The men who graciously partici-

pated are Ken Amador (U.S. Navy), Steven 

Benefield (U.S. Navy), Jeremiah Catlin (U.S. 

Army), Herman Cheatham, Jr., (U.S. Army), 

Charles Fields (U.S. Army), Steven E. Keith 

(U.S. Air Force), Donald Reynolds (Maryland 

Army National Guard), and William Wehlage 

(U.S. Army).

How and when did you know you 
wanted to be a chaplain?

Amador:  I had no idea that God wanted 

me to be a chaplain. It was in 1998 when a 

young marine came to BBC and asked me 

the question, “Ken, have you ever thought 

about being a military chaplain?” It was 

that question that changed my life!  It’s 

strange and wonderful how God uses other 

people to interrupt and challenge our lives. 

We serve an awesome God.

Benefield:  I was a junior in Bible college 

pursuing my bachelor’s degree in Pastoral 

Studies when a Navy chaplain, Ken Ama-

dor, spoke to us about his ministry in the 

military. I had served five years as a Boat-

swain’s Mate in the United States Navy, 

but never did I think about returning as a 

chaplain. After hearing Ken’s testimony, 

my wife and I began to pray for the Lord’s 

direction in this area. God burdened my 

heart for military chaplaincy that day.  

Catlin:  When I was in graduate school, 

even before I finished, I knew I was going 

into the chaplaincy.

Fields:  Right after I got out of the Ma-

rines in 1985.

Keith:  While serving at Grace Baptist 

Church, Muncie, IN, 1983. An Army 

National Guard chaplain visited our church 

and shared his mission field. A burden 

grew. I knocked and the door opened. 

Reynolds:  I was pastoring in Denton, MD. 

The chairman of our deacons suggested 

that I consider becoming a chaplain with 

the Maryland Army National Guard. He 

said he had already given my name to a re-

cruiter. I was commissioned in April 1982 

to serve as a chaplain. I have loved being a 

chaplain for 27 years as well as a pastor. 

It is so exciting to be able to serve God and 

country! 

Tell us about a memorable evange-
lism opportunity you have had as a 
chaplain.

Amador:  One of my more memorable 

evangelism opportunities came in the form 

of marital counseling. I always have as my 

goal to share the gospel with every person 

I counsel. Sometimes they are receptive, 

at other times they are not. We were 

deployed to the Middle East on the USS 

San Antonio and I was counseling a young 

marine with the infantry platoon. He was 

having massive problems in his marriage 

and close to divorce. He was desperate. I 

started meeting with him every week. The 

more we talked, the more he realized that 

his marriage was a surface problem. He 

came to acknowledge that his real need 

was for salvation. He accepted the Lord 

as his personal Savior and started coming 

to every chapel service and Bible study I of-

fered on the ship. He couldn’t get enough 

of the Lord! He devoured every book that I 

gave him and the Lord really transformed 

his life. Now that we are back in the US, 

he and his beautiful wife (and child) come 

to every church service. His wife is now 

expecting their second child and they are 

doing great.  
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Catlin:  In my first assign-

ment, at Fort Bush, a lady 

came into my office crying. 

Her husband was going to 

leave her. She was ready to 

commit suicide. They were 

both soldiers. She was a 

sergeant and he was a staff 

sergeant. I talked with her 

and told her I couldn’t guar-

antee anything but invited 

her husband to come talk 

with me as well. 

I got them both to talk 

a little bit and by the end of 

that conversation, he was 

still upset but willing to work on things. I 

told them that whether or not God saved 

their marriage would be determined in the 

future. I said, “The best way I can tell you 

to change your life is to get Christ involved 

in your life.” I got to lead them to the Lord 

right there in my office. That was my first 

one. They ended up working on their mar-

riage.

Cheatham:  One night in Baghdad, I was 

sitting in my office. We were all still dealing 

with the fact that the Army had extended 

our deployment an extra four months just 

two days before our year was up. I was 

having a little pity party and wondering 

how was I going to serve my soldiers when 

I was hurting just as badly as they were 

from the extension. 

Earlier that day, my chaplain assistant 

and I built and painted a cross to identify 

where the chapel was in our new location. 

We placed it in a non-working fountain, just 

outside the chapel, to let the soldiers know 

where we were located. The fountain had 

small spotlights to illuminate the cross at 

night. It was an awesome sight.

I was sitting in my office contemplat-

ing why the Lord allowed this extension 

to take place as I was attempting to put a 

sermon together for the next day. I heard 

a knock on my door and a soldier sheep-

ishly came in my office. I asked him what 

I could do for him. He said he was headed 

over to hook up with a female soldier 

and he saw the cross. He said it brought 

back memories of previous Bible studies 

and the fact that we must be faithful to 

our spouses. He admitted that he was 

not married yet, but he was engaged. He 

wanted to start his marriage off on the 

right foot and he stated the cross outside 

the chapel stopped him from making a 

big mistake. I counseled with him a while 

longer and prayed with him before he left. 

As the soldier walked out the door, a 

still, small voice asked me, “Why 

are you here chaplain?” This 

time I had an answer ready, “To 

share Christ with others!” 

Fields:  They happen every 

day. Yesterday, two soldiers 

came into my office looking for 

guidance. It gave me a perfect 

opportunity to point them to 

Christ.

Keith:  One of the most memo-

rable evangelism opportunities 

of recent years was 

the opportunity I had 

to lead a soldier to the 

Lord while deployed to 

Baghdad. I was minister-

ing in the medical staging 

tent where the wounded 

were stabilized and 

readied to be airlifted to 

Germany. In conversation 

with a wounded soldier, 

we figured out that his 

grandmother’s church 

was one I had served in 

years earlier as a youth 

pastor. As we discussed 

his grandmother and her prayers that 

he believed kept him alive during the 

bomb attack, he began to tear up. When 

I asked why the tears, he told me that 

his grandmother’s prayers had not been 

answered, at least all the way. Then he 

said, “She’s praying that I’ll get saved!” In 

the moments that followed, as I led him in 

a prayer of salvation, the Holy Spirit did 

a work in my heart!  I was in Baghdad,  in 

the middle of a war zone, as the result of 

a grandmother’s prayers! How clear, my 

mission field was to the sons and daugh-

ters of praying parents and grandparents. 

What joy, to know the Lord orchestrated 

that moment in time to answer a grand-

mother’s prayer and rescue her grandson 

from a Christless eternity! What joy to 

serve in harm’s way as a military chaplain!     

Reynolds:  Over in Iraq in 2003, a soldier 

that I deployed with from Maryland was 

from a Jewish background and seemed 

very uninterested in my personal ministry 

until one day he approached me. He said, 

“Chaplain Reynolds, I know that you have 

noticed that I have been avoiding you. 

Today I come to you because I have heard 

you state that Jesus Christ can forgive us 

of all our sins. I have tried all types of sin 

seeking to gratify myself in every way that 

I can. I feel so empty.” I said, “Sergeant, 

that void in your life can only be filled by Je-

sus Christ, the Son of God, who saw your 

need of redemption as well as my own, 

before we were ever born.” I presented the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. He asked the Lord 
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into his heart and has continued 

to grow in the Lord.

Wehlage:  My most fruitful 

assignment would have to be my 

first as a chaplain for a Recruit 

Training Battalion. Here I was 

responsible for 1,200 train-

ees (who switched out every 

four months) and 120 cadre, 

who were pressed to the very 

envelope of human stress due to 

the sometimes 20-hour days in 

neverending cycles. One morn-

ing, while I was visiting soldiers 

about to qualify with their rifles, 

a young female soldier walked 

up to me with her battle buddy. 

She said, “Chaplain, I’m a Wiccan and 

what I believe doesn’t work. Can you tell 

me about Jesus?” I took her and her battle 

buddy aside, pulled out two Gideon Bibles 

and led her to Christ, right there on the fir-

ing line. The trainees were very receptive. 

It was not uncommon to lead 10 or so to 

Christ during the week in counseling and 

have 30 or 40 come forward for salvation 

during our packed Sunday services. 

Give us a testimony showing the 
evidence of discipleship at work in 
your ministry. 

Amador:  God has given me a great pas-

sion to speak to young marines and sailors 

on their level. They know that I love them 

and that I am there for them. I suffer with 

them in their physical duress. If they are 

hot, I’m hot. If they are cold, I’m cold. If 

they are hungry, I’m hungry too. I met a 

young marine from my battalion who was 

already a Christian, but was struggling 

mightily with the destructive influence of 

the many temptations found in military life.  

He had recently married a young Christian 

woman and she was struggling with her 

husband being deployed. I really felt that 

he needed a mentor. I started being sort 

of a big Christian brother to him, encour-

aging him on a daily basis and kicking him 

in the pants when he needed it. I began 

to show him from the Word of God how 

the Lord actually views him. God began 

to work slowly in his life. We saw great 

development and growth in his Christian 

life while we were deployed. This enabled 

him to lead and to be a blessing to his 

young wife.  Now that we are home, he and 

his wife are always in church and thriving. 

There are still struggles, but I am there to 

continue to love him and encourage him 

along the way. He is getting promoted to 

the next rank in August. He wants me to 

be the one to pin his next rank chevrons 

on him. What an honor!

  

Benefield:  Jamie came to the USS Blue 

Ridge a little over one year ago. Jamie was 

saved onboard during a deployment last 

year. I had the privilege of baptizing him 

at the base chapel. Since that time he has 

shown a desire to get involved with any-

thing and everything. Very rarely do I see 

Jamie without his 

Bible in hand and 

opened. We have 

a single sailors 

ministry located 

just off the base 

called The Light-

house and this 

is where Jamie 

is most involved. 

He has requested 

to get out of the 

Navy early to 

pursue fulltime 

ministry. His desire is 

to be a missionary in a 

foreign country. Praise 

God, his request has 

been approved.  

Catlin:  Although 

everything is transi-

tory in this ministry, we 

still get to see some 

evidence of discipleship 

along the way. There 

are some that I have 

worked with that I know 

are going to go and do 

some incredible things. 

There are two that I 

have worked with that 

have gone on to Bible college. I think the 

ones that really are genuinely in love with 

the Lord will show evidence of the change, 

and they won’t let go of the person that 

helped them.  

Fields:  I see this happening right now at 

home with my own family.

Keith:  A few years ago, while in Air War 

College, I was able to lead an F-16 pilot to 

the Lord. I spent that year discipling him. 

We met weekly to study the Bible and he 

grew in knowledge and love of Christ. He 

now resides in Columbia, SC, and I was 

able to meet with him this past week. 

Praise the Lord he continues to follow the 

Lord and is committed to living a dedicated 

life for the Lord!

While serving in Virginia, a young man 
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I pastored felt the call to missions. He 

attended BBC and today serves in China.  

What a thrill to receive his prayer reports 

and see the Lord using him for His glory.

While serving in Germany, a young 

sergeant I pastored received the call to 

pastor. Today he is the senior pastor at an 

independent Baptist church in Michigan.  

Of course, as commandant of the Air 

Force Chaplain Corps College, I have 

constant opportunities to encourage our 

new chaplains to serve and preach the 

Word without hesitation in the Air Force. 

Additionally, I also have the opportunity to 

lead my team daily in Bible 

study and spiritual growth 

opportunities.  

Reynolds:  My first ministry 

is my home! The best testi-

mony that I can offer is that 

my two oldest boys love the 

Lord and continue to serve 

Him as pastors in churches 

in Indiana and Maryland. 

Share with us evidence 
of God’s protection and 
providence.

Benefield:  Through a complicated set of 

circumstances, my first assignment as a 

chaplain turned out to be the USS Blue 

Ridge, stationed in Yokosuka, Japan. The 

Blue Ridge was my duty station during 

my prior years of service. I had spent that 

time living in sin in total opposition to the 

things of God. It wasn’t until after I got out 

of the Navy that God drastically changed 

my life. I had only daydreamed about 

returning to the Blue Ridge as chaplain. I 

never thought that it could one day be a 

reality, especially as a first-term chaplain. 

Praise God that He is in control and that I 

am not.

Keith:  While in Iraq, the Lord provided His 

daily protection as we came under missile 

and mortar attack several times a week.  

With only a tent above my head, my physi-

cal security was in the Lord’s hands.

Reynolds:  I was privileged to serve as 

chaplain at Guantanamo as the enemy 

prisoners of war were being brought in 

from other countries. Upon our return, we 

were reactivated to go to Iraq. The Lord 

granted His protection to us all along the 

way.

Under what circumstances are 
you free to share the gospel of 
Christ?

Amador:  There are guidelines that Navy 

chaplains work under in their ability to 

share the gospel. Basically there is a dis-

tinction between proselytizing and evange-

lizing. Proselytizing, as the military looks at 

it, is the convincing of a person to leave his 

church or denomination to join another. 

Evangelism is the sharing of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. If a person comes into my 

office, I will always make sure he or she 

knows what the Bible has to say about 

salvation. If a person comes into my office 

and has no religious preference, he or she 

is a prime candidate for both salvation and 

suggestions for a Bible-preaching church. 

If they say, no, then I will continue to work 

with them concerning their difficulties.

Benefield:  I am able to share the gospel 

of Christ at every religious service in 

which I take part. Moreover, I am free to 

share the gospel of Christ with everyone 

and anyone that comes into my office for 

counsel. I have not felt hindered in the 

least, but only empowered by the very 

nature of my position. I wear the cross on 

my collar; therefore, I think people expect 

Christ-centered conversation. Anything 

less would be unnatural, both to me and to 

those to whom I minister.

Fields:  Under the same circumstances 

any BBFI preacher is free to do the same.

Keith:  In the Chaplain Corps College I 

ensure our chaplains are taught that they 

have liberty to preach the gospel and 

teach the Word of God without govern-

ment interference, particularly  whenever 

individuals invite such opportunities by 

their attendance at chapel, 

counseling sessions, or 

upon request. Likewise, we 

help our chaplains under-

stand that when airmen are 

ordered to be at a function, 

it is not helpful to force their 

particular religious views.   

Reynolds:  Over the 27 

years of chaplain ministry, 

I have shared the gospel on 

at least 30 military bases 

in chapels, field services, 

hospitals, counseling, and 

one-on-one. 

Is there a special blessing you 
would like to share with our read-
ers?

Benefield:  In regard to evangelism, over 

the last couple of years between 250 

and 300 people have come to place their 

trust in Jesus. The harvest is great, but 

the laborers are few. People, even in the 

military, are hungry for truth. They just 

need someone who will tell them.

Catlin:  Once I was the officer in charge 

of an ancient monastery. Our forward 

operating base had a huge amount of land 

mass encompassed with walls and guard 

towers. They surrounded these mountains 

and in the mountains they kept old muni-

tions and chemical weapons. Out there 
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in the middle of all that was this ancient 

monastery on which I did some research 

and found out it was called St. Elijah’s 

Monastery. It was built in 495 A.D. The 

chapel was, amazingly, still standing. They 

even had a cornerstone that had a mark 

on it. The mark symbolized the crusades. 

When the crusades went through certain 

areas, they would mark these marble cor-

nerstones or rocks and then people would 

use those and build buildings with them be-

cause they had that mark on them. It was 

viewed as the blessing. I built a box, filled it 

with a pool liner, and set it in front of that 

monastery. Then I got to baptize some 

guys right there in front of the monastery. 

It was quite an experience. 

Reynolds:  While I was on active duty 

for the two years following September 

11, 2001, I purposely tried to distribute 

as many Bibles and New Testaments 

as I could. Approximately 4,000 Bibles 

and New Testaments were given to our 

military personnel at the Pentagon, Fort 

Stewart, Guantanamo, and in Iraq. I believe 

in the power of the Word of God.

Wehlage:  Every morning during combat, 

it was our unit’s custom to have a battle 

update brief (BUB) — a short meeting 

where all the staff briefs the battalion 

commander and company commanders on 

support issues. I began each BUB with a 

prayer.  I would pray for individuals, events, 

families, units, particular sections within 

the unit, and sometimes for upcoming 

missions, etc. 

Needless to say, 

after about a 

month, these ev-

eryday meetings 

became tedious. 

Some of the 

staff members 

came to me and 

asked me to go 

to the command-

er and to ask if 

we could do the 

meetings three 

days a week 

instead of six. 

Eager to seize an extra hour of sleep every 

morning, I asked the commander to move 

the meetings to every other day. He looked 

at me intently, asked me to sit down, and 

with a quiet voice and deep compassion 

in his eyes stated, “Chaplain, I would, but I 

need you to pray for us every day.”

Where is the most exciting place 
you have served as a chaplain?

Amador:  When they said, “Join the Navy 

and see the world,” they were not kid-

ding!  I have literally been all around the 

world, from Italy to Greece, Egypt to Israel, 

England to Czech Republic, Iraq to Guam, 

United Arab Emirates to Kuwait, Okinawa 

to the Philippines. It seems like I have seen 

it all! I would never have been able to see 

any of these places were it not for the 

United States Navy.

Benefield:  Every day onboard the Blue 

Ridge is exciting. We are the Seventh 

Fleet’s Forward Deployed Flagship. It’s the 

only ship of its kind in the fleet. We have 

onboard a three-star admiral which means 

that we visit some very awesome ports. 

When I leave the Blue Ridge in December 

2009, I will have visited multiple countries 

multiple times, some of which include 

Hong Kong, the Philippines, Malaysia, 

Indonesia, Singapore, Korea, Nagasaki, 

Thailand, Shimizu, Australia, Vietnam, New 

Caledonia, China, and Cambodia.

I would have to say the most exciting 

place I have visited took place this past 

Memorial Day 2009. I was invited by some 

local marines to participate in a Memo-

rial Day service atop Mt. Suribachi on 

the island of Iwo Jima. It was an absolute 

honor. This is where the iconic photograph 

Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima was taken 

during WWII.  Awesome! 

The day started about 4 AM. We 

traveled by bus to Navy Air Base Atsugi, 

Japan. There, we had about a two-hour de-

lay before a two-hour plane trip. Once we 

landed and got organized, we started our 

eight-kilometer hike from the airstrip to 

the mountain top. It was an overwhelming 

feeling to have a service on this day at this 

location. [The photograph on the cover 

of this issue of the Tribune was taken 
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by Mass Communication Specialist 1st 

Class Andrew Meyers and shows Chaplain 

Benefield holding a Bible and leading the 

service.] It was truly an incredible experi-

ence. I was able to bring back a one-gallon 

jug of sand from the beach where our am-

phibious forces invaded. This was certainly 

exciting and unforgettable.

Cheatham:  I would have to say that the 

most exciting place I served was in Mosul, 

Iraq. I would get to go out on patrol with 

my soldiers and sometimes do humanitar-

ian missions as well. This is the one place 

I was able to actually disciple some of my 

soldiers.

Fields:  Right here, right now.

Keith:  Iraq.  I have so many experiences 

that I have journaled that I need to re-

write into short stories or a book!

Reynolds:  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and 

Baghdad, Iraq. 

Are there any specific frustrations 
in the chaplaincy that may not oc-
cur in civilian ministry?

Amador:  If anything, I would 

have to say that moving every 

two or three years has been a 

little much. Since we move so 

frequently, we have to make 

friends quickly!  But I would 

not change this because it has 

enabled us as a family to see 

and experience some phenom-

enal things in our ten years in 

the Navy.

Benefield:  Military Chaplaincy 

requires a special sacrifice 

that some civilian ministers may not experi-

ence. It requires us to be separated from 

family for long periods of time. By the close 

of this year I will have been separated from 

my wife and children for the total of eight 

months. Last year it was six months. That’s 

a lot of time, and with young children, it’s 

not an easy thing. Goodbyes are never easy. 

And because the majority of Navy Chaplain 

assignments are operational, my life in the 

military will require lengthy separations. 

With that said, however, I cannot imagine 

doing anything else; I cannot imagine a 

ministry more exciting. I love it! I get to 

wake up every day and put on the uniform 

of a United States Navy Sailor and minister 

to people that wear the uniform. Although 

frustrating at times, I am absolutely over-

joyed to be a Navy chaplain.

Keith:  The challenge of serving in a 

pluralistic setting becomes more difficult 

as one goes up in rank. At the captain and 

major ranks, chaplains serve primarily as 

pastors in uniform — preaching, teach-

ing, and counseling according to their own 

faith group’s theology. As one climbs the 

promotion ladder, the more he is expected 

to ensure the liberty of all chaplains to 

lead their particular religious groups. The 

joy of serving in a country that ensures 

the liberty of all can be a challenge to a 

chaplain that must uphold the freedom of 

all chaplains to teach and preach accord-

ing to their theology and not just his own! 

One must be reminded that freedom for all 

includes himself!

Reynolds:  Once one is ordered to deploy 

with a unit, it is for better or worse. If you 

get discouraged or just do not want to 

deploy, a simple resignation letter will not 

work. 

Wehlage:  As a chaplain, I’ve never had 

a bad assignment! Many, however, are 

challenging. I remember returning from 

a six-month deployment and immediately 

being ordered to a week of field duty by my 

commander. This was extremely difficult. I 

still remember the look of disappointment 

in my young son’s eyes as he watched his 

dad board a helicopter and depart yet 

again after such a short time together. 

It is hard to explain how you feel as a 

chaplain: excited about the opportunity to 

serve the Lord in a distant and more fruit-

ful land, and like the worst guy on earth for 

leaving your family.

How can the churches of the BBFI 
pray more effectively for our chap-
lains?

Amador:  We do get lonely sometimes. 

This is definitely a nontraditional ministry.  

We are not ministering to just Baptists. I 

have seen just about every different and 

weird religion during my time in the Navy. 

We need prayer to not get weary in well-

doing. The work is big and it’s often a dif-

ficult, lonely road. But this priceless journey 

has its own inherent rewards. God is using 

me (and my family) to meet a critical need 

within our armed forces. We 

are on the inside where they 

are. That is a huge opportunity.  

 

Benefield:  First, please pray 

for our wives and our children 

as we are often separated 

from them. When we deploy 

our wives become single 

mothers and it’s oftentimes 

hard for the children to 

understand. Second, pray 

also for godly commanding 

officers. Commanding officers 

have a huge role as to what 

a chaplain’s ministry will look 

like. The commanding officer owns the 

religious program. Fortunately, I have had 

two wonderful COs, but other chaplains 

have not been so fortunate. Third, please 

remember the marriages of our service-

men and servicewomen. I see way too 

much divorce in the Navy and every time it 

breaks my heart.
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Cheatham:  Keep our families in prayer. 

Pray that we wisely present the gospel to 

those He places in our life.

Keith:  Count us as missionaries to the 

military, put us on missionary prayer lists, 

bulletin boards, prayer letters, etc.  Also, 

invite us to speak to share our field and 

burden.

Reynolds:  If a church knows a chaplain by 

name, call his name out before the Lord and 

ask God to work in him and through him. 

What advice would you offer to 
young men interested in being 
chaplains in the United States 
Armed Forces?

Amador:  This is a huge commitment from 

you and your family. Be absolutely con-

vinced that God is calling you to this special 

ministry. It is not for the faint of heart. The 

need is great and it demands receptivity to 

new people and places. If you like adven-

ture and want to be 

on the tip of the spear 

(ministerially speaking), 

maybe this exciting and 

taxing ministry is for you.

 

Benefield:  Divide and 

conquer! Meeting the 

requirements to become 

a chaplain can be some-

what strenuous and 

intimidating, but if God 

has called you into this 

line of service, He will 

provide you the where-

withal to finish strong. 

Trust me, the ministry you have awaiting 

you is well worth the effort!

Cheatham:  I would suggest that they get 

a Biblical counseling degree of some kind. 

Be certain of what you know and why you 

know it. I have seen too many chaplains 

come in the military and call themselves 

one thing and then start questioning what 

they truly believe. We need chaplains who 

will stand strong for the Lord.

Fields:  Be wise as serpents, harmless as 

doves so you can continue ministry in the 

Armed Forces.

Keith:  Look past the glamour of the 

uniform and ask the hard questions:  Do 

I have a particular love for airmen (or 

soldiers or sailors or marines) and their 

families?  Do I have a burning desire to see 

military members come to know Christ 

as Savior? Is the Lord calling me to be a 

pastor in uniform? Am I ready to spend 

months away from home each year? Am I 

ready to serve in harm’s way and possibly 

die while serving?

Reynolds:  If you are called of God to the 

gospel ministry and you desire to serve as 

a pastor in uniform in the Armed Forces, 

please answer that call. If you are married 

you will need the full support of your wife.  

The need for godly men who are sound in 

doctrine and who love to share the Word 

of God is great in the Armed Forces. The 

gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of 

God unto salvation and is needed with so 

many serving who do not know Christ. 

The warriors who know Jesus Christ love 

chaplains that love the Word of God and 

love them. The ones who do not know 

Christ will mostly respect you if you train 

with them and choose to serve them. They 

deserve the very best chaplains because 

they give their best voluntarily under all 

circumstances. 

What is your present rank and 
what are your future plans?

Amador:  I am a Lieutenant (O3) and wait-

ing on news from the promotion board in 

August.

Benefield:  My present rank is Lieutenant.  

I will leave the Blue Ridge in November or 

December of this year. My next duty station 

will be the 3rd Marine Division Okinawa, 

Japan. My wife and I are really looking for-

ward to serving marines and their families. 

I will spend 30 months in Okinawa. 

Cheatham:  My present rank is Major 

and this month I will be heading to Fort 

Drum, New York, to be the Division Family 

Life Chaplain for the 10th Mountain Divi-

sion for approximately three years. If the 

Lord tarries His coming, I plan on being a 

Brigade Chaplain for a few years after my 

Division Family Life time. After 

that, I am hoping to be either a 

Division or Post Chaplain. 

Fields:  Major. I will be promoted 

to Lieutenant Colonel in February 

and become Deputy Installation 

Chaplain at Fort Drum, New York. 

I will probably retire after that 

and move into civilian ministry.

Keith:  Colonel.  I plan to serve 

as Commandant of the Air Force 

Chaplain Corps College for the 

next two years. Additionally, I 

am dual-hatted for the next year 

as the director of the new Armed Forces 

Chaplaincy Center.  

Reynolds:  Lieutenant Colonel.  I will retire 

in a few weeks. My future plan is to con-

tinue to pastor Calvary Baptist Church in 

Denton, Maryland. 

Want more information about becoming a BBFI-endorsed chap-
lain? Contact Jim Smith at the BBFI Mission Office by email at 
jsmith@bbfimissions.com or by phone at (417) 862-5001.
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surviving god’s call
   Part 2: we wonder why, he knows all

In October of 2006, we were deployed to 

Kuwait. We ended up in the northern part 

of Iraq. Mosul, which is the Ninawa province, 

is the Biblical city of Nineveh. The city still 

has the ancient walls around it. We had 

some of our soldiers on the mountain to the 

east. If you read in Jonah, after he went and 

preached to that city, he went to a moun-

tain to the east to overlook and watch its 

destruction. I would go up and preach to the 

guys up there and tell them this could very 

well be the same mountain that Jonah stood 

on and preached. 

In early November 2007, while still 

in Iraq, I started feeling 

pain in my right shoul-

der. It was so severe I 

couldn’t even shift the 

gear on the truck. I went 

to get it looked at on a 

Wednesday. The doctor 

said it was probably just 

some muscle strain. On 

Thursday, I went to a 

different doctor because 

it was hurting worse. 

That doctor said, “Well, 

you probably just pulled 

something.” By Saturday 

everything changed. 

While standing in forma-

tion, the pain got worse. 

I looked down at my hand and it was turning 

purple. I fell out of formation and as I did, one 

of my soldiers did also. He came over and 

put his arm around me. He was looking at 

my shoulder when he asked if I knew I had a 

lump on my shoulder. 

I was rushed to the hospital across 

the road. After looking at it, the doctor said, 

“Pack your stuff. You are going to Germany. 

You’ve got to be flown out now.” They did a 

needle aspiration, hoping fluid would come 

out — that would mean it was just a fluid 

buildup. However, no fluid came out, indicat-

ing it was a mass. 

When I arrived in Germany they did sur-

gery, removing most of the lump so I could 

move my arm again. After surgery, I asked 

the doctor what it was. He said all prelimi-

nary reports and tests leaned toward a very 

aggressive melanoma cancer. That is why it 

had grown so fast over the last three days. It 

surrounded my jugular vein and my brachial 

artery going to my right arm. “You definitely 

have less than a year to live,” he said. I was 

in Germany by myself. I was 32 at the time. 

Within a few days, I was at Walter 

Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, 

D.C. The Army flew my parents and my wife 

to Washington D.C., paid for their hotel, and 

picked them up in a limousine. They were 

told they needed to come and prepare to 

say goodbye.

After another surgery, the doctor said, 

“Go home and enjoy your Christmas, and 

then come back and see us.” When I came 

back, we talked about my prognosis. “It’s not 

good. You probably won’t live a year,” said 

the doctor. So I began getting treatments to 

slow the cancer down.

One doctor I met heard my story and 

told me he would like to help. He was a 

Christian and loved what I was doing for 

the troops. He assembled the best team 

of surgeons he had ever assembled out of 

Johns Hopkins just for my case. He wanted 

to make sure this one got taken care of. I 

was flabbergasted. I went in at 05:30 and 

it wasn’t until 18:30 or 19:00 that my wife 

got to see me for the first time. It was a long 

surgery. The jugular artery and brachial ar-

tery had ruptured while they were perform-

ing the surgery. I turned purple and they 

didn’t get a pulse after three attempts. They 

almost amputated my arm. 

After surgery, they asked me how 

much I wanted to know. I said, “Being a 

chaplain in Iraq, I have been in the operating 

room several times and watched amputees 

get something removed. I am 

fine with it, tell me everything, I 

want to know. God has obviously 

blessed me; I want to know 

how much.” The doctor told me 

everything. “You’ve got a really 

rough-looking artery. We have 

done a lot to it. But, you are 

going to have complete use of 

your arm. With time, I am sure 

you can make it even stronger.” 

At my most recent scan in 

March of this year, the doctor 

said, “You can’t even tell you’ve 

had cancer. You are just so 

clean on the scans. Beautiful 

scan…turned out great.” 

I was offered a discharge 

and I refused it. All the paperwork says I am 

100 percent disabled without any ques-

tion. The bottom line is I could get out and 

it would be fine. I would be taken care of 

for the rest of my life. However, the Chief 

of Chaplains and I were talking and he said, 

“We have tons of vacancies and you are still 

on active status. Why don’t we just try to 

use you in hospitals because you need to be 

around one for a while anyway?”

I thought it was a natural fit for me. 

Before Iraq, I could say I hated hospitals. I 

would ask my assistant to do the hospital 

ministry. But I have found it is the most 

needful area for these soldiers. They need 

by Chaplain Jeremiah Catlin, U.S. Army, as told to Jim Smith
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someone that is there with them during 

those times. I guess God put me in that situ-

ation to start making me comfortable with it, 

since it looks like I am going to be around it 

for some time.

We have a term that we use in the 

military, “compassion fatigue.” I think this 

applies to all of us in ministry. We see the 

nurses go to the combat support hospitals 

and work on these soldiers day in and day 

out and everyone’s focus is on the soldier 

and the injured one. But, off to the side, if 

you look in the back, sometimes you will see 

a nurse or medic crying because of what 

they had to do. I started noticing that and 

ministering to them. I am looking forward to 

my new ministry as a chaplain to nurses and 

medics, starting at Fort Sam Houston in San 

Antonio, Texas. It will be a different sort of 

ministry from what I have done in the past. 

It will be challenging, but it will also be fruitful 

and interesting.

David Malnar was recently sworn into the U.S. Navy. In April, Malnar was in-

terviewed by the Chaplain Committee, made up of BBFI pastors and led by Pastor 

Greg Baxter, former U. S. Army Chaplain and Jim Smith, BBFI Chaplain Endorser. 

In May, David Malnar graduated from the BBCGS with a Master of Divinity degree. 

At the BBFI meeting in May, David 

was officially endorsed by the BBFI. 

Walter Futch from Trinity Baptist 

Church in Lubbock, Texas, serves as 

his sending pastor. In July, LTJG. Mal-

nar was sworn into active duty with 

the U.S. Navy at a commissioning 

ceremony in the Boonstra chapel in 

the BBFI World Mission Service Cen-

ter. David will be going to the Armed 

Forces Chaplaincy Center in Ft. 

Jackson, South Carolina, in Septem-

ber. After completing the training, 

Chaplain Malnar’s first assignment 

will be in the Naval District, Wash-

ington D.C., at Arlington National 

Cemetery. Pray for David and Merry 

Malnar and their children as they 

begin their service to the Lord as a 

BBFI-endorsed U.S. Navy Chaplain.

new chaplain 
Endorsed, commissioned
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S E A N  S E A R S
P A S T O R ,  G R A C E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

S T O U G H T O N ,  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

I hated history in high school. It probably had more to do 
with the bland personality of my teacher than the actual 
subject matter itself. That guy, as nice as I’m sure he was, 

could have made Disneyworld boring. It may be because of 
maturity, or the fact that there is as much history behind me 
as future in front, but I love history now. Living near Boston 
makes me particularly inclined toward the American Revo-
lution.
 My town of Stoughton was founded in 1726, making the 
original founders more British than American. The birth-
place of John Adams and John Quincy Adams is less than 15 
minutes from my home. When visiting Boston Baptist Col-
lege, I drive right past the Suffolk Resolves house. I could 
go on, but it is sufficient to say that I have access to as much 
Revolutionary history as my heart desires.
 I’m currently reading Founding Brothers by Joseph J. 
Ellis. In one particular chapter, he speculates on the motives 
behind Aaron Burr’s and Alexander Hamilton’s famous duel. 
Each man felt his character injured by the other man. Ellis 
writes that they believed “personal character was essential 
in order to resist public temptations” and felt bound to defend 
themselves. This passing comment stands out in contradic-
tion with today’s political climate. We’ve segregated our 
elected officials’ private lives from their public ones. It’s pos-
sible that politicians aren’t the only ones guilty of this.
 I think we consistently run the danger of doing the same 
thing as pastors. Each of us is gifted by God to equip the 
saints for ministry and to build the body of Christ. We use 
our gifts to the best of our ability and leave the results to 
the Lord. The problem is that I’ve seen our church grow and 
make disciples when my heart wasn’t right with God. How is 
this possible? This goes against everything I’ve ever thought 
about ministry.
 I questioned this apparent contradiction once with a 
pastoral mentor in relation to a pastor who had failed mor-
ally. His ministry was blessed, by most people’s assessment, 
even while he had a long pattern of personal lapses of integ-
rity. My mentor got quiet at one point and then said, “Son, 
God has a habit of using severely flawed people and some day 
you’ll be glad He does.” Personal history leads me to believe 
he is right. Scripture is full of examples where God used 
men and women who were less than exemplary in their faith 
(think Sarah and mistrust, Gideon and cowardice, David and 
lust, Peter and fear, etc.).

L E T  H I S T O R Y  R E P E A T  I T S E L F

O N  A S S I G N M E N T

 Unlike the founding fathers who were not guaranteed 
that the American Republic would survive, we know God’s 
kingdom will. It is because of this confidence that, I think, I 
am prone from time to time to let myself off the hook regard-
ing my personal struggles. God will bless if Jesus is lifted up 
and saints are praying, even in spite of me. If I work my gifts 
and abilities well, things can happen even if things aren’t 
happening in my heart. And that is, sometimes, the most 
frightening thing about being in ministry.
 I can find myself focused more on ministry success than 
on having a godly personal life. No one calls to congratulate 
me when my wife feels loved and honored in our marriage. 
I don’t get invited to speak at a mission conference because 
my kids get all the personal attention they need from me. 
People don’t call to talk church planting because I’ve been 
consistently spending time with God in prayer and medita-
tion on the Scriptures. However, if we get this church plant 
fully independent in New England by our fifth anniversary, I 
could write a book people will want to buy! So, which do you 
think my flesh tends to focus on in moments of weakness and 
spiritual fatigue?
 I may get by, from time to time, with unchecked person-
al pride, spiritual laziness, or ministry ambition, but “person-
al character [is] essential to public temptations.” A continued 
pattern of personal, spiritual neglect will inevitably lead to 
disqualification. We’re never beyond the grace of God, but I 
think we can get beyond our personal usefulness to the Holy 
Spirit in the positions of influence within God’s Kingdom that 
we currently occupy.
 Writing these thoughts does not mean that I have con-
quered this matter of personal spiritual integrity by any 
means. It’s just that the Holy Spirit unexpectedly used a sec-
ular history book to remind me of a spiritual truth. God will 
not be made light of and we, as spiritual leaders, do have 
a greater responsibility to personal holiness. In eternity, it 
will not matter if Grace Church was financially independent 
within five years. I will not care who invited me to speak 
where. However, to misquote a popular pastor, God is most 
glorified when I am most centered on Him. He is honored 
when I honor Him as much out of the pulpit as in it. 
         It’s good to be reminded that who I am matters more 
than what I do. If that’s the lesson I learn today from history 
then, “Dear God, let history repeat itself!”
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By Thomas Ray

Africa: The graveyard of missionaries

Baptist History

Africa was once called the “Graveyard of Missionar-
ies.” The loss of life had become so devastating that 
the Baptist Mission Board had stopped asking for any 

new volunteers. William Crocker, the subject of our sketch, 
stated he once counted 20 graves of missionaries, many of 
whom perished within months of arriving. 

 William Crocker was born February 10, 1805, in New-
buryport, Massachusetts. He, like Timothy, had known the 
scriptures from childhood. When he was 20 years old he pro-
fessed his faith in Christ and united with the First Baptist 
Church of Newburyport. It was not long after his conversion 
that he felt it was his duty to 
preach the gospel. 

 Desiring to equip him-
self for the work of the min-
istry, in 1831 he enrolled in 
Newton Theological Insti-
tution. While a student at 
Newton, Crocker began 
to consider the mission 
field and its needs. Initial-
ly he felt drawn to Burma, 
but Africa and its spiritu-
al needs would eventually 
lead him to the land called 
the “Dark Continent.” 
When informed of his deci-
sion, his parents responded 
with pleas and tears, using 
all their influence to per-
suade him to remain in America. But not even the tears of his 
beloved parents could move him. God had called and not to 
obey was unthinkable. 

 In 1834, he expressed to the mission board his desire to 
go to Africa. The board was reluctant to send another mission-
ary to a field where so many had perished. They asked him 
to wait a year, and if he still felt God’s will was Africa, they 
would approve his application. Finally, on July 11, 1835, Wil-
liam Crocker, accompanied by William and Elizabeth Milne, 
sailed for Africa, arriving about the middle of August. 

 Within a month, tragedy struck the missionaries. Eliza-
beth Milne was stricken with African fever, and 10 days after 
contracting the disease she succumbed to its effects on Sep-

tember 16, 1835. This was not the end but the beginning of the 
missionaries’ trials. 

 In 1839, Miss Rizpah Warren arrived from America and 
shortly afterwards she and William Crocker were united in 
marriage. Sadly, while nursing her severely ill husband, Riz-
pah Crocker contracted the dreaded fever, and after a few days 
of suffering she closed her eyes in death on August 18, 1840. 

 In December 1840, Crocker rejoiced at the arrival of 
Joseph and Maria Fielding. However, his joy was soon turned 
to sorrow; for within a month both missionaries were dead. 
Maria died January 3, 1841, and her husband 13 days later on 

January 16. In spite of these 
devastating events, Crocker 
was not discouraged nor his 
commitment to Africa altered. 
Shortly after the death of the 
Fieldings, he wrote in his jour-
nal, “This event may discour-
age our friends, but it does not 
discourage us. Till we have 
evidence that the Lord has for-
saken us, we will not be dis-
heartened.” 

Although Crocker would 
only live 10 years from his 
appointment in 1834, his 
accomplishments were truly 
remarkable. Under the most 
adverse conditions imagin-
able, he opened schools that 

would produce some of Africa’s greatest preachers. He reduced 
the Bassa language to writing, producing a spelling book and 
translated Matthew and Mark into the Bassa language. 

 The heart of William Crocker can best be expressed from 
an entry from his journal, “Today I am 33 years old, about 
the age to which our Saviour lived on earth. Oh how little I 
have done for him who has done so much for me! How little 
self-denial have I practiced, how few sacrifices have I made! 
Oh God, be merciful to me a sinner!” Many would consider 
William Crocker’s life a tragic waste, but it was these pioneer 
missionaries who, like the Apostle Paul, did not value their 
lives above the will of God, that blazed the trail for those who 
would follow. 
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URBANCURRENT
Charles Lyons, Pastor

Armitage Baptist Church
Chicago, Illinois

¿Qué Pasa en Bogotá?

charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org

The modern skyline of Bogotá pos-
es dramatically against the dark 
shadow of surrounding mountains. 

Boasting almost 8,250,000 people, this 
burgeoning metropolis near the geo-
graphic center of Colombia represents 
one more exciting story of what God 
is doing in the world’s cities. Bogotá 
added almost a million new residents 
between 1999 and 2005. It is known as 
the Athens of South America with its 
many universities and libraries. Who 
would expect to find a large Middle 
Eastern population here, made up of 
mostly Lebanese and Syrian immi-
grants? How do you begin to wrap your 
mind around a public school system 
brimming with 900,000 students? 

In the middle of this bubbling pot 
of humanity are Craig and Fran Lingo. 
They have participated in the plant-
ing of five churches in Bogotá and two 
missions in mid-sized cities close by. 
When they arrived in 1973, the city 
was less than half the size that it is 
today. By the 90s, Bogotá was consid-
ered one of the most violent cities in 
the world. Their son, 13, saw somebody 
dump a body in a ditch. Pablo Escobar 
was bombing many areas of Bogotá and 
Medellin beginning in the mid 80s. 

Americans were targets for politi-
cal kidnappings. A number of mis-
sionaries left the city, some ordered 
home by their mission boards. Craig 
and Fran say, “We never felt we were 
under any direct threat. We never con-
sidered leaving.” Come on, let’s not 
kid ourselves. They were serving in 
an extremely dangerous atmosphere. 
Because they stayed, they gained much 
credibility with the nationals. What-
ever the field, valuable ground is often 

gained in the face of great risk. 
“Beachheads must be established” 

says Lingo. “A beachhead is not going 
to constitute a new church with 50 to 
150 members at the end of a door-to-
door canvas like it was in the Bible-belt 
past. Beachheads in places like  
Bogotá take time — a lot of time. It 
takes a growing body of experience, 
home-grown leadership, a network, and 
an awareness of potential inroads.” Lin-
go commented on the role of availabil-
ity saying, “Opportunity to serve won’t 
necessarily come in familiar packages 
that we create and control.”

This speaks to their recent expe-
rience of gaining access to the public 
school system. With the enthusiastic 
support of a priest who is in charge of a 
program mandating that public schools 
have at least one moral values outing 
per year, the Lingos saw an opportuni-
ty to utilize their camp to connect with 
and evangelize public school students. 
They trained their church members 
and have served 1,200 students so far. 
Hundreds of parents responded to an 
offer of classes on various subjects per-
taining to teenagers. 

Fran and Craig see God taking the 
base that they’ve been a part of build-
ing, using it, and leveraging it to evan-
gelize at a whole new level. Craig and 
Fran are now shepherding and mentor-
ing leaders they won to Christ, helping 
them reach the new generation.

In the face of ingrained cultural 
Roman Catholicism, through decades 
of political upheaval and violence, sur-
rounded by the mayhem of major drug 
cartel activity, the Lingos model what 
it takes to impact a great city. They’re 
in it for the long haul. After years of 

planting and watering, they not only 
see a harvest of local churches but now 
the potential of these churches engag-
ing in the kind of aggressive urban 
evangelism that penetrates new social 
circles, new neighborhoods, and new 
spheres of influence.

It would have been so easy to look 
at the public school opportunity and 
say, “It’s too big, it’s too much, it’s too 
unwieldy, there’s too much uncertainty. 
We won’t have the kind of control that 
leaves us feeling comfortable.” Rather, 
they saw it as a gospel opportunity. 
Scores and scores of new Christians 
later, they feel they are just beginning 
a new chapter.

The Lingos have also experienced 
what God’s people have experienced 
again and again in varying circum-
stances. I like to call it, “Unexpected 
Allies.” Who would have thought it 
would be a priest who would be their 
enthusiastic helper in getting connected 
with public school students! We must 
remember Joseph’s friend, the cup-bear-
er, and King Cyrus, and the Philippian 
jailer. God delights in raising up unex-
pected allies to demonstrate His power.

Stand on a mountain ridge with 
the city of Bogotá flung out below you, 
stretching to the horizon. Jump off a 
bus on a bustling corner in Bosa, one of 
over a thousand localities forming an 
extensive network of neighborhoods. 
Look up and down the teeming streets. 
Take in the colorful shops, energetic 
sidewalk merchants, the traffic, uni-
formed students with backpacks, and 
senior citizens. Seen with the natural 
eye it’s just another large city….just 
another busy street. Look again with 
spiritual eyes. God is at work in Bogotá.
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Jon Konnerup  |  BBFI Mission Director

Missionary Candidate School

God has given the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship International a 
passion for bringing all the 

people of the world to a saving faith in 
Christ. This is what drives our church-
es to participate together in an effort 
to see the Great Commission accom-
plished by sending and supporting as 
many missionaries around the world 
as possible. The Mission Office strives 
to assist churches and their missionar-
ies by providing many services to both. 
One of those services is our annual 
Candidate School.
 We recently finished our 2009 
Candidate School with 54 in atten-
dance. I want to share with you some of 
the courses that are taught by pastors, 
missionaries, local professionals, and 
the staff of the Mission Office. Each day 
of the week is filled with these sessions 
in order to assist those who are going 
as TEAM, those transitioning from 
TEAM to career missionaries, those 
beginning deputation, and those who 
have finished one year of deputation to 
receive their pre-field orientation.

BBFI Mission Office
 BBFI Philosophy 
 BBFI Medical Plan
 Mission Office Procedures
 Mission Office Website
 Mission Policies
 Missionary Projects Offering
 
Financial
 Biblical Basis for Financial Account-

ability
 Financial Reports
 Online Banking
 Personal Budgeting
 
Preparations
 Linguistics 
 At Risk – Crisis Action Team
 Church planting
 Dealing with moving overseas
 Deputation
 Educating children on the field
 Media presentations
 Prayer letters 
 Missionary health
 Preparing for retirement years
 The role of the mis-

sionary wife

Relational
 Culture shock
 Interpersonal relationships 
 Interviews with couples
 Working with national leadership

Spiritual
 Accountability of the missionary
 Spiritual foundations
 Spiritual perspectives
 The spiritual life and home life of the 

missionary
 What a pastor expects of a missionary

 As always, preparing these fine 
couples and singles who the Lord has 
called to serve internationally was a 
blessing this year. Missions is what 
our churches do, and our mission is to 
start churches worldwide by sending 
the most prepared, highly-qualified 
missionaries. The BBFI Missionary 
Candidate School is a major part of 
this process.
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Fall calendar full for NCPO events
   WAyne GuInn

What an eventful summer! 
We have been actively 
involved in several loan 

projects, as well as consulting with 
several churches to help restruc-
ture their present loans. The eco-
nomic and unemployment conditions 
in many areas have led to a drop in 
church income, causing some finan-
cial stress on some of our churches. 
Let me remind you, we have a big God 
Who has the ability to supply all of our 
needs according to His riches in glory. 
With that in mind, this could be a good 
time for all of us to reevaluate our 
budgets and make sure we are indeed 
being good stewards of what God has 
entrusted to us. 

Fall Church Planter's School
October 12-16
Chicago, IL

Pastor Bruce Humbert and the 
Sauk Trail Baptist Temple will be our 
host. This week-long training program 
is packed with vital information on 
church planting. Each church planter 
will leave with a strategy for evan-
gelism, discipleship, church manage-
ment, financial management, and how 
to launch a new church. They will also 
be challenged to be godly men of integ-
rity in their prayer life, preaching life, 
and family life. 

Upward Conference 
October 13-15 
Chicago, IL

This is a conference designed to 
equip you to go to the next level in 

your ministry. Charles Lyons of Armit-
age Baptist Church will be targeting 
“Momentum: What it is, How to get it, 
How to keep it, How to promote it, and 
the spiritual side of it.” Duke Hergatt 
of Waterford, New York, will be tar-
geting “Connections: How to connect 
the leader to the people to 1. Open the 
door for ministry (evangelism) 2. Keep 
the door open (assimilation) 3. Push 
them back out the door (reproducible 
discipleship).

There will be several other speak-
ers dealing with impacting your com-
munity for Christ. This will be a 
round-table format with a great deal 
of interaction. The cost is $99 and it 
includes meals. Travel and lodging are 
not included in the fee. Pastor Hum-
bert has arranged with some of his 
people to open their homes. If finances 
are an issue, the Tribune has made 
some scholarships available on a first-
come, first-served basis. This confer-
ence is sponsored by the NCPO, the 
BBFI Mission Office, and the Baptist 
Bible Tribune. 

Ignite Church Planting Forum
October 26-27
BBC, Springfield, MO

Our featured speaker will be Eric 
Geiger, co-author of Simple Church. 
Along with challenging the students 
about church planting, Eric will con-
duct a four-hour instructive, round-
table presentation of Simple Church 
on Monday afternoon for pastors and 
staff that attend. Make plans to join us 
at BBC for this exciting event.

Ignite Church Planting Forum
November 16-17
BBC, Boston, MA

 Our featured speaker will be Nel-
son Searcy. He planted a phenome-
nally successful church in Manhattan, 
New York, seven years ago. He has 
authored several books and is a popu-

nCPO DIreCTOr

lar speaker around the country. 
Other breakout sessions at both 

Springfield and Boston will include 
such topics as:

• Dare to Dream
• Picking the Place
• A Church Planting 

Chronology (0-100)
• Planting a Church is Not 

Always Pretty
• Making a Difference Now
• Steps to Success
• Reality Church Planting
• Reaching a Core Group
• Discipling Reproducing 

Disciples 

Make plans now to attend one or 
all these events. For further informa-
tion email: office@bbfincpo.com or call 
(417) 889-1017.
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Only God can do this

The Scriptures are filled with exam-
ples of times when believers face 
challenges that seem impossible 

to overcome and must trust God who is 
good and is very much in control of the 
situation. Such an example is found in 
2 Kings 3. God’s people were to go to 
war with the Moabites. In the face of 
insurmountable odds, Elisha brought 
encouragement. He promised God’s 
people victory and assured His people 
that providing such a victory was an 
easy task for the Lord (verse 18). As 
the passage continues, we read that the 
Lord delivered His people in a great 
victory. What is incredible is that no 
one could question that it was God who 
gave the victory to His people (verse 
21-26).

Having started Heritage Park Bap-
tist Church in Boston and pastored the 
church for almost 30 years, I, my wife, 
and church learned to rely upon God 
to work out His plan. Though we as 
human beings might be tempted to force 
a solution, if we allow Him, God works 
through what appears to be impos-
sible circumstances to bring about His 
solution. In those times, we can only 
respond with thanksgiving and praise 
for what he has done. I have learned 
that it is a very good place to be.

Over the past several months, the 
college and I have faced what seemed 
to be impossible circumstances. Yet 
our Lord brought about His solu-
tion through people, institutions, and 
churches. Some of you may not be 
aware of those circumstances. Allow 
me to share several examples. I trust 
that you will stand in awe of our God 
and offer prayers of thanksgiving and 
adoration for who He is and for what 
He has done on behalf of Baptist Bible 
College.

During April, I was informed that 
our bank called in our $2.9 million 
mortgage as a result of the financial 
downturn across the country. I regular-
ly go to a local YMCA for exercise. Over 
time, I developed a friendship with a 
gentleman who also worked out at the 
YMCA. I was talking to him one day in 
June as we were exercising and shared 
the financial struggles we were expe-
riencing at the college. He mentioned 
that a local bank might be able to step 
in and assume the mortgage. That very 
afternoon the bank president and I 
began to discuss details about securing 
a possible loan. I signed the papers on 
June 26. I later learned that my YMCA 
friend was on the board of the bank. 
Who could have imagined this solution? 
Only God can take what appears to be 
an impossible circumstance and bring 
about His solution.

In the spring, projections showed 
that it would be impossible for the 
college to pay bills and make pay-
roll throughout the summer. Projec-
tions suggested that the shortfall 
might be as great as $600,000. And yet 
every employee has been paid on time 
throughout the summer. Other obliga-
tions such as payroll taxes and insur-
ance premiums have been met. The 
Lord used many pastors who were will-
ing to give sacrificially to meet this 
challenge. Only God can take what 
appears to be an impossible circum-

Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

view from bbc

BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

stance and bring about His solution.
Recruiting is going well this sum-

mer. The Office of Admissions reports 
that there are 198 applications for the 
fall semester. Four recruiting teams 
have been out during the summer pro-
moting BBC in camps and other ven-
ues. We received the largest regular 
monthly offering from churches in the 
past year and a half during the month 
of July. Strategic planning continues as 
we anxiously wait for the fall semester 
to begin.

No one doubts that the last several 
months have been stressful, filled with 
what many might think as insurmount-
able circumstances. And yet, God can 
take what appears to be an impossible 
circumstance and bring about His solu-
tion. The ministry of Baptist Bible Col-
lege continues because of God’s care 
and provision. I do ask that you might 

continue to pray for the college. As you 
pray, I want you to understand that 
you are praying to our God who can do 
beyond what we ask or think. We are 
the beneficiaries of His grace and good-
ness. May He alone receive the praise 
and honor for what is happening on the 
campus of Baptist Bible College.

Opening convocation chapel is 
Thursday, August 27, at 10:30 a.m. I 
would be delighted to have all who can 
possibly make it here on campus for the 
opening of what will be an outstanding 
fall semester.

...No one doubts that the last several months 

have been stressful, filled with what many 

might think as insurmountable circumstances.



        Baptist Bible Tribune       [ September 2009 ]     33

N  E  W  S
view from boston
David Melton  | President | Boston Baptist College

What puppets can teach you about students

O     ur August term (we call it 
A-term), a late version of 
summer school, has already 

begun here at Boston Baptist Col-
lege. By the time you read this, the 
trickle of students returning will have 
turned into a steady stream. Every-
body always wants to know how many 
students we have, and, in time, we 
will have a total headcount to publi-
cize. But even more than the head-
count, what makes Boston success-
ful (or would lead to its failure) is an 
analysis of the heart. Do our students 
— however many we have — capture 
a passion for Christ and His church-
es? Do they really learn to think bibli-
cally — that phrase that we in Boston 
talk about constantly? Does what they 
learn translate into what they do and 
what they are?

I got a lesson in that this past 
week. It was something of a puppet 
show.

I’d better give you a little back-
ground. Her name is Deb Eccles, and 
she is a phenomenal children’s minis-
try director, along with her husband, 
for Pastor Karl Skinner and Battlefield 
Baptist Church in Gainesville, Virgin-
ia. One of our key staff people, Karen 
Fox, booked Deb and a team from Bat-
tlefield to come and be part of one of 
our Student Development events 
called Paradigm last spring. Deb 
and her whole crew brought an 
entire puppet ministry, trained 
students to use them, 
and wowed us all. Man, 
my concept of church 
puppets were a few 
old gym socks with 
goofy faces painted on 
them. Deb’s puppets were, well, 
shall I just call them 21st cen-

tury puppets? Absolutely amazing. I 
even convinced Deb to graciously stay 
around Boston an extra day to do a 
puppet workshop for my church. I want 
my church to have some of that.

The workshop and the whole team 
from Battlefield were fantastic. But 
nothing came of it at our church. Peo-
ple liked it, but nobody would commit. 
Don’t get me wrong, I would love to do 
these kinds of puppets, but I’m having 
quite a time keeping up with what is 
already on my plate. I wanted puppets, 
but even Pinocchio needs his Geppetto. 
And my church has been downright 
Geppetto-less.

Then came last Sunday. Our first 
two Boston students came back to 
church since they were back in town 
for A-term. Just before Sunday school 
started, one of them, Sarah, asked if 
she could tell me something. You pas-
tors out there, you know this feeling, 
don’t you? When somebody needs to 
tell you something just before a service 
starts, how often is that good news? 
I got prepared for one of those “Just 
want you to know that God is leading 
me to some other church” kind of thing! 
Call me paranoid, but most of us pas-
tors are. We can’t much help it. We’ve 
read this script before!

So I stepped over to talk 
with Sarah and take it 

like a man. It started 
out something like “I’ve 

been thinking and 
praying about 
something 

all sum-
mer and I 

just want-
ed to tell 

you...” (My pessimis-
tic heart was already 

on the floor. “Don’t give me bad news 
at this moment!”) Sarah went on, “…
that puppet thing, can I do that?”

I’m sure she saw a pretty dumb 
look on my face. Then I got this goofy 
smile. “Are you serious?” I asked. “I’ve 
been mourning over a puppet dream 
unfulfilled since Deb Eccles drove out 
of town!”

I’m still buoyed days later. I 
thought this was something you ought 
to hear. Boston students are not per-
fect, but by and large they care deep-
ly for the Lord’s work, and many, 
many of them are already doing that 
work, even in their first year of col-
lege! Sarah Green is very special; she’s 
a bright, energetic young lady out of 
John Arnold’s church in Pennsylvania 
who has grown up realizing that “only 
God can do these things.” But she and 
her friend, Kayla Flowers, made one 
pastor’s day because they caught the 
vision. I have other Boston students 
who serve tirelessly at our church, and 
I know that is happening all over the 
Boston area. Our students teach chil-
dren, run youth groups, do grunt work 
for baby churches, lead worship — fill 
in gaps. I know of several of our stu-
dents who stayed in Boston all summer 
because they wouldn’t part with the 
ministries they are doing in partner 
churches.

I see it all the time, and still I for-
get it — until last Sunday. So I wanted 
to remind you, too. When your church 
supports Boston, you are helping to 
frame church leaders. That isn’t just 
theory or platitude. Need proof? Come 
to our church and I’ll let you ask Ker-
mit the frog or any of his friends. This 
good news is as plain as the nose on 
Pinocchio’s face.
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BOLiviA Dennis & Jan Horn

Jersy was a happy-go-lucky teenager who was very popular. 

However, after being wrongly accused of a rape, Jersy was 

sent to jail. He was very hurt, angry, and upset. He began to 

seriously contemplate suicide. But then he heard something 

that made him change his mind. Though not guilty of the 

crimes he was accused of, he heard one of our church work-

ers talk about how all are guilty of sin and stand in need of 

a Savior. Jersy heard that Jesus came to the world to pay 

the penalty for his sins. Knowing what it was like to suffer 

for something he was innocent of, Jersy learned to love this 

Christ who had suffered innocently for what he had done. 

Later he commented, “I probably 

never would have gotten saved if I 

hadn’t first gone to jail.” Jersy has 

been in jail two years. Only a month 

ago, because of his good conduct 

since being saved, he was allowed to go home under house 

arrest. Jersy is thrilled at being home and is trying to learn 

to forgive those who have wronged him. He also tries to 

help his fellow inmates whom he has learned to love. Pray 

for Jersy as his case is under appeal.

him during the week and to answer his questions. He ac-

cepted again. I am using a study that uses 40 Bible stories 

in a panoramic view and gives a very clear presentation of 

salvation. Jose Carlos has almost no Bible knowledge but 

after the first 13 stories, he has grasped the idea that God 

exists, God is eternal, holy, faithful to judge sin, and merci-

ful. He understood plainly what sin is and that the result of 

sin is physical, spiritual, and eternal death. Please pray for 

the salvation of this 46-year-old Portuguese man who has 

owned four bars in the past.

Two weeks ago, Jose Carlos walked 

past our church while services were 

in progress. As he peered into the 

door, I invited him to come in. We 

visited after the service where I 

learned that he was extremely curious about us and our be-

liefs. He asked how our small church could buy such a nice 

building. I was able to share how God provided our facility. 

He also wanted to know how much a person had to pay to 

become a member and how much he would have to give 

each month to attend. I offered to do a Bible study with 

PORTUGALLionel & Carol Martin

SCOTLAND Keith & Mariella Mills

In May, I was asked to do two funerals. The first was for 

Martin Mann. Martin retired to Scotland due to ill health. 

He was saved as a young man and felt the call to preach. 

Although he was unwell, he would fill in for us when needed 

and he loved the Lord. His funeral was a celebration of his 

homegoing. It was a privilege to preach to his host of rela-

tives. When Martin asked me to do his funeral he said, “I 

know you will preach the gospel.” Three days later, I per-

formed the funeral of Mrs. Williams. We had met her at a lo-

cal nursing home where we hold services. She always hand-

ed out the song books and encouraged 

others to come along. She heard the 

gospel many times but we do not know 

if she was ever saved as her demen-

tia kept her from talking to us for very 

long. Her family also heard the gospel at her funeral service. 

What a contrast between the two funerals. One family knew 

for sure that Martin was in Heaven and the other grieved 

without hope.

do that again. Instead, he thanked me and said that it had 

turned his life around. I was overwhelmed with joy. We pass 

out thousands of those tracts without ever knowing if we 

are accomplishing anything. Please pray for Tom as we now 

disciple him.

Recently, a man walked into our 

Sunday morning service and told me 

he had received our tracts through his 

mail slot two years ago. I expected 

him to complain and ask that we not 

ENGLANDJose & Carol esquibel
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Naomi and I had the opportunity to witness to Betty’s father 

and mother. Betty has asked us to pray that her husband 

and son would be saved. I was able to visit her husband. He 

told me he would come, but he didn’t want to be pressured. 

Pray for Sr. Serafin’s salvation. Betty is expecting a baby 

any time but she wants to be baptized and take discipleship 

classes as soon as she can

Betty Villacano was saved three weeks 

ago. She never knew that man was 

made from dust and woman was 

formed from a rib. She has been ex-

cited and told all her family. They 

laughed at her. Since then, her brother had a car accident 

and is in ICU. Her mother told her to please have the church 

people pray for him. We went with her to the hospital and 

USLG (united states language group) Howard & naomi Musgrave

ThAiLAND rick & Tammy Salmon

When the Bangjak church was just five years old, Benz, a 

young man in high school, started attending our English 

classes. He excelled in English and later studied Japanese 

with Japanese missionaries. Over the years, he has helped 

with various teams from American churches, taught 

Japanese language classes, translated sermons from the 

platform, and volunteered to help with children’s soccer 

teams. This sounds normal for a com-

mitted Christian. The only problem was 

that despite the witnessing from all di-

rections, Benz could never bring himself 

to accept Christ as his Savior. Praise the 

Lord, two weeks ago he decided he was finally ready. Our 

church rejoiced with the angels in heaven!
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since when was a Christmas program 
ever “hassle free”?
This year, celebrate Christmas with a quiet, thoughtful refl ection 
on God’s “humble gift of love.” 

Ready for Christmas demonstrates what your children are already 
learning during Sunday School. The program includes several 
songs, poems, and memory verses that coordinate with some of 
the Regular Baptist Press Sunday School curriculum. Teachers 
will appreciate this integrated idea!

since when was a Christmas program 
ever “hassle free”?
since when was a Christmas program 
ever “hassle free”?
since when was a Christmas program 

www.RegularBaptistPress.org 
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DOMiNiCAN REPUBLiC Greg & Collene Kent

Alfonsina came to youth group as a 13-year-old and invited 

her stepsister, Yulissa. Yulissa’s mom had tried to kill her 

when she was a newborn and Alfonsina’s mom, Irene, cared 

for Yulissa. Irene’s husband became jealous when their bio-

logical kids were born and Yulissa was left feeling unloved. 

At the age of 10, Yulissa tried to kill herself several times. 

Later, she began visiting the Mormon church, the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, and the Catholic church looking for something to 

fill that void. The first time Yulissa 

came to youth group with Alfonsina, 

she felt loved, and the loneliness and 

pain she had was changed to love 

and joy when she placed her faith in 

Jesus Christ. Now, Yulissa is an adult, is married, and was 

a group leader for the ladies retreat. It was a blessing to 

watch as she shared God’s Word with the other ladies.

asked eagerly. Not sure what was going on, I just bowed my 

head and let her pray. It wasn’t the best English, but it was 

about the prettiest prayer you ever heard. That week, Annie 

and her children moved back to Beijing, China, to be with 

her husband. This move had been planned for some time, 

but now she was on a new mission. Almost immediately af-

ter calling on the Lord, she spoke of a desire to share Jesus 

with her husband. She went from being the mission field to 

being on the mission field in one life-changing moment.

Dorothy and I were sharing the gos-

pel with a Chinese lady, Annie, who 

had been attending church for many 

months. In the course of the conversa-

tion, Dorothy mentioned that to be a 

true Christian, she must be born again. 

“Oh,” Annie said in her limited English, 

“how can I be born since I am old already?” So we had her 

read John 3, the story of Nicodemus. As we were explaining 

the passage, she suddenly cut me off. “I can pray now?” she 

CANADAWill & Dorothy rogers
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church. I want to spend all my time here because you are 

the first truly happy people I have ever met. I’m trying to 

figure out if it is real.” I witnessed to her about how it is God 

in us that makes us happy and kind to one another, but she 

still hasn’t made a decision for Christ.

Pray for Ira’s salvation. She has been at-

tending our church for several months. 

She is the first to arrive and the last 

to leave each Sunday. Yesterday she 

said to me, “I just love coming to your 

RUSSiAron & Katherine reasoner

AUSTRALiA Drew & BethAnn Paul

While my family, Mary Herman, and I were on a crowded city 

train headed home from downtown Brisbane, I noticed an 

elderly man standing near the door looking distressed and 

tired. When the train stopped and several people got off, I 

had Nathaniel save a seat for the man. During our conver-

sation, I learned that David Byrne, age 62, is a retired psy-

chologist, that he lives about 25 minutes away from us, and 

that he was returning from visiting his live-in girlfriend at a 

mental hospital. I told David about our church, gave him a 

tract, and told him that he could call me any time he needed 

to talk to someone. The next day, he called and asked if 

I would pick him up for church. On 

Sunday morning, I drove to his re-

tirement village to get him, and he 

was not able to come because he 

was still in bed. Since then, I have 

learned that David struggles with depression, anxiety at-

tacks, and alcoholic binges that leave him incapacitated for 

days at a time. He has come to Sunday morning services 

twice, and I have been able to explain to him how to be 

saved. Please pray that David will receive Christ and the 

complete victory that God alone can bring.
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LiFT at BBC registers 300 campers
springfield, mo

LIFT Student Ministries sponsored a 
camp on the Baptist Bible College cam-
pus July 13-17, drawing 300 middle-
school students from eight churches and 
three states. Thirty students accepted 
Christ and 30 more gave their lives to 
the Lord for future ministry.

 Jared Douglas, a BBC alumnus, 
was the keynote speaker 
for the week, and his wife, 
Amy, also a BBC alum, 
provided music. Heart-
Song, a praise band from 
Cedarville University, led 
the worship and praise ser-
vices. Clear Vision Drama 
of Springfield displayed 
their talents, and “3 Guys 
and a Trophy,” (termed a 
“makeshift drama team" 
by LIFT director Dan 
Brown) consisting of LIFT 
support staff also took part. The college 
also had their recruiting team on hand to 
see that the week was successful.

 LIFT leaders directing the camp 
were Director of Operations Sara Robin-
son, Somerset, Kentucky; Regional Di-
rector Jernigan Schwent, who is middle 
school pastor at Abundant Life Baptist, 
Lees Summit, Missouri; and Assistant 

Regional Director Dwayne Wright, the 
family pastor at Capitol City Baptist, 
Des Moines, Iowa. Dan Brown is the Ex-
ecutive Director of LIFT Student Minis-
tries.

 Camp activities included corporate 
worship/services, barn swings, an outing 
at Incredible Pizza, bowling, roller skat-
ing, paintball, and more. In addition to 

the usual time given to sports, games, 
activities, and devotionals, campers also 
did some community outreach, including 
distributing school supplies to a nearby 
elementary school and giving out flyers 
publicizing a Vacation Bible School at 
New Life Baptist Church in nearby Wil-
lard, Missouri. 

 The services were streamed on the 

internet and Brown reports that US 
military personnel serving in South Ko-
rea wrote to say they were watching and 
were blessed.

 LIFT is the acronym for Linking 
an Interstate Fellowship of Teenagers 
for the purpose of LIFTing up Christ. 
The ministry, founded by Brown, be-
gan in 1992. This year’s camp at BBC 

was the inaugural summer camp 
on the campus. LIFT sponsored 
a winter retreat in 2005 called 
SNOWLIFT. LIFT support staff, 
numbering about 80 college-age 
students, work in camps through-
out the summer. Most of them 
raise their own support to minis-
ter with LIFT. 

Churches attending LIFT 
on the BBC campus were Bales 
Baptist Church (Kansas City, 
Missouri), Bethel Baptist Church 
(Caseyville, Illinois), Edgewood 

Baptist Church (Rock Island, Illi-
nois), First Baptist Church Wentzville 
(Wentzville, Missouri), Indianapolis 
Baptist Temple (Indianapolis, Indiana), 
Westfair Baptist Church (Jacksonville, 
Illinois), and Westside Baptist Church 
(Hutchinson, Kansas).

 Information about LIFT ministries, 
is at www.liftstudentministries.com.

Abortion drug causes death of 29 women
Washington dC

WASHINGTON (BP) — Exeglyn, the 
European manufacturer of RU-486, 
reported the total, which is more than 
twice the previous estimate, to the Ital-
ian Pharmaceuticals Agency (AIFA), 
LifeNews.com said in a July 31 article 
based on news media sources. The esti-
mate had been 13 deaths, according to 
LifeNews.

AIFA, meanwhile, approved 
RU-486 for sale in Italy for the first 
time. Previously, only surgical abor-
tions had been available.

Abortions have decreased in Italy 

for more than two decades. The number 
of abortions has fallen from more than 
234,000 in 1982 to less than 137,000 in 
2004, according to LifeNews.

Eight women’s deaths in the Unit-
ed States have been associated with 
RU-486, as well as nine life-endanger-
ing situations, about 120 blood trans-
fusions and more than 200 hospitaliza-
tions, Sen. Jim DeMint, R.-S.C., said 
in 2006. DeMint is a leading Senate 
opponent of the federal government’s 
approval of the abortion drug.

RU-486, also known as mifepris-
tone, is used as the first part in a two-

step process in the first seven weeks 
of pregnancy. Mifepristone causes the 
lining of the uterus to release the em-
bryonic child, resulting in the child's 
death. A second drug, misoprostol, is 
taken two days after mifepristone and 
causes the uterus to contract, expelling 
the baby.

The FDA approved the sale of 
RU-486 in the U.S. in 2000, four months 
before President Clinton finished his 
second term.

Tom Strode is Washington bureau chief for 

Baptist Press. © Copyright 2009 Baptist Press
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BBFi Network is 14 years old this summer
eastlake, Co

Pastor Billy Hamm, pastor of Mountain 
States Baptist Church in Denver, and 
the administrator of the BBFI Network 
began the network in August 1995. Not 
content with traditional means of com-
munication, Hamm wanted something 
more immediate for the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship, especially for missionaries 
and others who were out of reach.

Thus, the network began when he 
sent a message to 25 email addresses 
announcing the death of a missionary 
on August 18, 1995. A few days later, 
a pastor friend called him with the no-
tice of another missionary’s death. It 
alerted churches and friends in time 
to send flowers or attend the memorial 
services.

A month later, with the assistance 
and encouragement of Keith Bassham, 
who was then assistant editor of the 

Baptist Bible Tribune, the first BBFI 
website was introduced during the na-
tional fellowship meeting in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. “Those 
very simple communi-
cation tools met a need 
then, and they continue 
to do so today,” says 
Hamm.

That small begin-
ning has grown now to 
include several web-
sites managed and 
hosted by Hamm, along 
with many discussion 
groups and electronic 
mail lists for news 
or discussions. His web servers host 
the websites for several BBFI entities 
and individuals, including the Baptist 
Bible Tribune website, and those for 
BBFI affiliated schools. Through the  

bbfi.org website, Billy also provides on-
line directories of BBFI churches, min-
istry openings, evangelists, and state 

fellowships. Current 
officers and committees 
are listed and a calen-
dar of coming national 
meetings is also includ-
ed. BBFI missionaries 
also use the network for 
their own website and 
information needs.

Churches and in-
dividuals help pay 
the bills, but much of 
Hamm’s work has been 
personally financed the 

past 14 years. The service can be sup-
ported through the BBFI Mission Of-
fice. For more information, or to express 
appreciation for the network, contact 
Billy.Hamm@comcast.net. 
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Baptist Bible College Great Britain 
graduated six men on July 11 as they 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of the 
college. At the graduation, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Wallace Sr. were honored 
for their ministry and efforts in found-
ing BBCGB.

Baptist Bible College Great Brit-
ain started as the ministry effort of 
several missionaries in the Coventry/
Nuneaton area in 1979. Tom Wallace, 
Sr. was the first principal. Ferrell 
Kearney, Don Rice, and John Pangle 
and his wife were instrumental in 
teaching and working. The first year, 
16 students were enrolled and the at-
tendance reached a high of 18. 

The college first met in a building 
used by the Keresley Baptist Church 
in Coventry. Eventually the college 
relocated to a property owned by the 

Six graduate from BBC Great Britain
Great britain

Bible Baptist 
Church of Nunea-
ton and was there 
for several years. 
During this time, 
Gene Worley, John 
Pursselley, and 
Ken Dowell served 
as leaders of the 
college.

In 2004, Bap-
tist Bible College 
Great Britain relocated to Cannock 
Chase to a property owned by the 
Rawlings Foundation called The White 
House. At that time, Barry Dunmire 
was principal of the college. Today, 
Tom Gritts is principal and again 
many missionaries and pastors are 
continuing to give of their time and 
talents to the lives of the students and 
in the ministry of Baptist Bible Col-

lege Great Britain. (www.baptistbible-
college.co.uk)

Pictured above from left to right 
are, Damian Pickett (Financial Di-
rector), Leonard James (Education 
Committee), Roger Clarke, Anthony 
Patrick, Steve Davies, Barry Sturges, 
Danny Nelson, Mike Stirrup, Gail 
Gritts (Registrar) and Tom Gritts 
(Principal).



42   Baptist Bible Tribune     [ September 2009 ] 

N  E  W  SN  E  W  SFellowship News

Hand to Hand Gospel
Custom Church Christmas Cards

Your Picture, Message and Verse
1000 Cards and Envelopes only $.70 each!

Other quantities available

417-300-0046Kendall Fortner 
ticm@centurytel.net

David Keeny will be joining the LBU staff in August as 
dean of the Bible Department. He earned his Master of 
Divinity degree in 1991 from Baptist Bible Graduate School 
in Springfield, Missouri, with an emphasis on the Greek 
language. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Bap-
tist Christian College in 1983.

Keeny has served as the pastor of Fundamental Baptist 
Church in Pleasant Hope, Missouri, since 2004. He has also 
served in churches in Alabama, Ohio, Oklahoma, and Tex-
as, working in various capacities. “With a total of 30 years 

Keeny to join LBU staff in August
shreveport, LA

of ministerial experience we believe  
Bro. Keeny will be a great asset to the 
LBU family,” says Neal Weaver, presi-
dent of LBU. “Many of you may al-
ready be acquainted with David Keeny. 
We at LBU know him as Dr. Wallace’s 
adopted son and to us that means 
an awful lot. Roy and Helen Wallace 
never had children of their own but Dr. 
Wallace made it very clear to us who 
he considered to be his son.”

Beautiful Christian, patriotic, military neckties.
       $15 value - Cost $6

Stripe neckties - Cost $4.50
Christian Spanish neckties - Cost $7
Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a 
Medicine - Cost $6 (1,200 sold)
Scofield Bible $70 value - SALE $39
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Barbara J. Robertson
holt, mi

Barbara J. Robertson , 
age 79, went home to be 
with her Lord on July 13, 
2009. Barbara was born 
June 1, 1930. She mar-
ried Erwin Robertson on 
May 1, 1954, and together they served 
the Lord faithfully as pastor and wife 
of Capitol City Baptist Church in 
Holt since 1957. In 2007, the couple 
celebrated 50 years with the Capitol 
City church. On that day, the church 
honored the Robertsons with gifts and 
named Erwin Robertson Pastor Emer-
itus. (See Tribune article “Erwin Rob-
ertson Name Pastor Emeritus” in the 
August 2007 issue.) Mrs. Robertson, 
who loved to play piano and sing, was 
a wonderful wife, mother, school, and 
Sunday school teacher. 
 Mrs. Robertson is survived by her 
husband, Erwin Robertson; four chil-
dren; 10 grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held Friday, July 17, at Capitol City 
Baptist Church. A memorial fund has 
been set up in Mrs. Robertson’s name 
at Capitol City Baptist Church.

For information:
The Reapers - Thomas Ray
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379
Phone 972.509.9240 Fax 972.769.2597
Email: tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com

Simple plan of salvation 
inside a business card.

your church information on the back.
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To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 Pastor 
Gary W. Shockley

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500 Airport 
Rd., Oxford, AL 36203, 256/831-3333 
www.trinityoxford.org. Pastor Bud 
Grinstead

• Maranatha Baptist Church, 
2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301 
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 6401 
E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, AK 99504, 
907/333-6535, www.ancbt.org. Pastor 
Jerry Prevo

ARiZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85031, 
623/247-5735. Pastor Ken Adrian

CALiFORNiA
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
Oakhurst, At the corner of High-
way 49 and Redbud (location only), 
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist 
Tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90015, 213/744-9999. Pastor 
Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. sermon manuscripts 
at www.realconversion.com

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460 Palm 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/424-7870 
Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 301 
W. Whyte Ave., Roseville, CA 95678, 
916/728-5500 Pastor Brad Gunter

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 319 
West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016, 
626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org 
Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTiCUT
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, 
CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor Michael 
Stoddard

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLORiDA
• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451 Dora 
Ave., Tavares, FL 32778, 352/343-0061 
Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Alta-
monte Springs, FL 32701, 407/831-0950 
Pastor Scott Carlson

• Eastland Baptist Church, 9000 
Lake Underhill Rd., Orlando, FL 32825, 
407/277-5858 Pastor Daniel Green

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 6000 
West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32808, 
407/295-3086 Pastor Steve Ware

• Winter Haven Baptist Church, 
1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL 
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D. 
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 33771, 
727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 7587 
Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32244. 
904/777-3040 Pastor Richard Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 
Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 34209, 
941-795-3767 Pastor R. C. Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33954, 
941-625-1273 Pastor William K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church, 3906 
Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL 32505-4107. 
850/432-6969 Sr. Pastor Robert Reierson, 
Co-pastor Allen Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 34788  
352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South 
14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 
904/261-5457  

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 War-
rington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 1703 
Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford III
www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGiA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 1400 
Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 30245. 
770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist Church 
and Academy, 8460 Hawkinsville Rd. 
Hwy 247), 3 miles north of Robins Air Force 
Base, Macon GA 31216. 478/781-2981 
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

hAWAii
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 94-1250 
Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797. 
808/677-0731 Pastor Steven C. Wygle

iLLiNOiS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411 
Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park, 
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce 
Humbert

iOWA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church
1690 Elm St., Suite 175, Dubuque, IA 
52001, 563/584-9040, Pastor Brian Miller
www.lighthouseofdbq.org

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist Church, 
1304 Millington St., Winfield, KS 67156. 
316/221-4700. Pastor K.B. Murray

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 1177 
Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 20774, 
301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. Mentzer

• Crossroads Baptist Church, 10290 
Old Columbia Rd., Columbia, MD 21045, 
410/309-6590 Pastor Robert Haas

MASSAChUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508-583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 Ran-
dolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402/435-4760. 
Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 2625 
E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 
856/863-0226,   Email:gardner07@com-
cast.net Pastor Danny Gardner
 

NEW MEXiCO
• High Plains Baptist Church, 2800 
E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM 88101-8620. 
505/769-1382 Pastor Charles D. Miller

NORTh CAROLiNA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Dan Burrell

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914 Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & Academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28314
910-868-5156, www.bbcfnc.org 
Pastor Sean Harris

OhiO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 W. Main, 
Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 937/444-2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., Norwood, 
OH 45212. 513/531-3626 Pastor Jerry 
E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N. 
Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044, 
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

OKLAhOMA
• Temple Baptist Church, 2200 
E. Oklmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74403. 
918/687-4793 Pastor Glendon Gray

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 S. 
E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 97027. 
503/655-9326 Pastor Ken McCormick

RhODE iSLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 600 
Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917, 
401/231-1980 Pastor Archie Emerson

SOUTh CAROLiNA
• Capital City Baptist Church, 
2243 Percival Rd., Columbia, SC 29223, 
803/738-1480 Pastor Paul Monroe

• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin
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The Bible Rebinder Don’t retire your 

Bible — rebind It! Fifteen years’ experience 

rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe 

Gleason, 2256 e. nora, Springfield, Missouri 

65803, for prices. (417) 865-3823.

Best Home Based Business Ever  
It’s fun, simple and very lucrative. Call 

828-685-7552.

Lose up to 30 lbs. in 30 days:  Doctor 

recommended, increase energy and endur-

ance. Defense against disease. Money back 

guarantee. Toll-free: (972) 845-3435.

WWW.DRARTWILSON.COM  Materials 

and history of Art Wilson’s 71-yr. ministry 

(5-time past BBFI president). A GIAnT of the 

faith. Worthwhile.

Religious books for sale  List sent email 

dudley@dam.net. evangelist Bill Dudley, 

1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417) 

532-2665. www.dudleyusedbooks.com.

Evangelist Ads

Don Brown • Beth-Eden Bible Camp 
10638 Ottawa Dr., Conway, MO 65632 Springfield  
office: 417.887.3396  Camp office: 417.589.6485 www.bethedenbiblecamp.com

Marc Cheney • Straight to the Heart Ministries   
318 Stonehenge Road, Winchester, VA 22601. Phone: 540.327.1288
www.marccheney.com

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries   
5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056. Phone: 469.384.2120  Cell: 469.964.9796     
Email: EvangelistRC@juno.com

Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379. 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com

Randy hogue •  Randy Hogue Ministries
PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338  www.randyhogue.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
P.O. Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200  www.darttmusic.com

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117  www.olivetreeministry.org

EvangElist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fel-
lowship Directory for $10 per issue. To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist Church, 
315 N. Burleson Blvd., Burleson, TX 
76028-3907. 817/295-4342 Pastor Terry 
M. Williams

• Temple Baptist Church, 4301 Thoma-
son Dr., Midland, TX 79703. 432/694.3634 
www.tbcmidland.com
Pastor Stephen Willis

viRGiNiA
• Community Baptist Church, 43100 
Center St., South Riding, VA 20152. 
703/327-0204. www.cbc4me.org Pastor 
Mike Aylestock

• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 24572, 
434/929-1430 Pastor Brian Hudson

WEST viRGiNiA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, U.S. Rt. 
60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/736-8006 
Pastor Jerry Warren

Church Ads (cont)

TEXAS  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., Mesquite, 
TX 75150. 214/391-7176 Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602 Manco 
Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067. 972/436-3493 
Pastor Dick Webster

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, Wright 
City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 Pastor 
Richard G. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor Tim Thompson 

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 
77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill Campbell

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject to approval of the Baptist 
Bible Tribune. Advertising in the BBT does not necessarily imply the 
endorsement of the publisher. To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

Christian Home-Based Business High-

tech manufacturer offers unique opportunity 

for Christian family home-based business.

Call 888-298-0157 for recorded message 

and complete information.

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 

P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766

(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com

www.swillingpublications.org

You Can Teach An Old Dog New Tricks 

a lighthearted 25 chapters of helpful hints 

for people in ministry leadership. Authored 

by Bob and Mary Lou Perryman. $5 (903) 

429-3165, bandmperryman@verizon.net.
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N  E  W  SAfterWords 

D r. Mike was born and raised near Gaeta, Italy, and 
he survived the Nazi invasion and occupation of 
the area. To hear him tell it, the nourishment that 

brought him back from the brink of starvation was one 
lone Hershey bar and the American spirit that motivated 
the soldier who gave it to him. Little “Dr. Mike” was bare-
foot and surviving on the juice from weeds. Hope was a for-
eign word for the lad until Operation Husky brought the 
Americans who shared their rations to keep him alive and 
who gave him a pair of boots for his bare and battered feet. 
Now an elderly man, he 
still has those boots.

These days, Dr. 
Mike is a frequent on 
the small American 
Navy base in the 
beautiful gulf of Gaeta, 
former homeport to the 
U.S.S. LaSalle, flagship 
of the Sixth Fleet. His 
mission is to sing the 
praises of his beloved 
homeland, Italy, and 
his hero-land, America. 
He has literally been 
around the globe in his 
tireless work to bring the hands of world leaders together 
in agreement and in support of the great American ethic. 
Known in numerous countries simply as “Dr. Mike,” he 
is well known and loved; yet while he dines with world 
leaders, he is never too good for a chat in the hallway 
with a commoner like me. As a matter of fact, every 
person in any hallway with Dr. Mike is destined to hear 
his story.

You see, Dr. Mike understands the pit from which 
he was dug, and he has never forgotten his humble 
beginnings or his benefactors. He shared with me, in his 
effervescent way, his utter joy at being alive and having 
purpose. At a certain point, he found himself at a loss for 
words. Finally, he said to me, “Signora, I am a made man. 
I know this. Italia gave me birth. France gave me culture. 
But America — America gave me liberty.” Then, with 
one hand over his heart, and the other stretched toward 
a nearby American flag, he declared his undying support 
for my country.

I can’t help but turn the spotlight inward. I have 
feasted at the great American table all of my life. How 

Dr. Mike            By Gwendolyn Amador         
   wife of  Navy Chaplain Ken Amador     

far will I go to protect the values that shaped this singular 
country? In what ways will I express my gratitude for 
the freedoms I enjoy? Better yet, with what degree of 
commitment will I proclaim the goodness of my Lord, Who 
has done so much more than saving me from starvation 
and driving away my enemy that I might live safely? I 
have been redeemed! I have been bought from the block of 
bondage and given a place in the eternal family of God. I’m 
a child of the King!

Will I be like Dr. Mike and commit my life to the 
cause of my Redeemer? 
Will I be gracious 
in my approach but 
uncompromising in my 
devotion? Will I take 
every opportunity to 
share my story? Oh, I 
know, I know. Of course 
I will because I’m a 
chaplain’s wife and I 
have a built-in identity 
as one who stands 
for Christian values. 
The house number 
placard in my front 

yard proclaims that my 
husband is a chaplain; even my license plate identifies me: 
“CHAPSWIF.” But will I take the opportunity to share 
hope with the young fellow blessing me with a pedicure 
when he tells me, “Oh, I don’t have any friends. This right 
here is my life, right here at this mall”? Will I share loving 
Truth with the young lady in the bookstore who confesses 
to me, for some reason, that she lives with her boyfriend? 
Will I offer a hand and heart of help to the young mother 
who’s overwhelmed in the mall with small children and 
the knowledge that her husband may give his life for 
his country today in a far away land? Yes, I can give a 
devotion, write an article, sing a special from the platform. 
But will I exude my rescue in the middle of the hallway to 
every blessed soul I can get to listen?

Dr. Mike is the founder and president of the Vincent 
R. Capodanno Association in Gaeta, which functions as an 
advocate for American interests on Italian soil, facilitates 
ongoing good will and communication between America 
and Italy, and promotes interaction between Americans and 
Italians.
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