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TableOn the By Keith Bassham

Misinformation or exaggeration?

H
ave you heard? The days of 
Christianity are over accord-
ing to some recent news sto-
ries and headlines appearing 

in the secular press. Dig a little deeper 
though and you will find the declara-
tions (or what Mark Twain referred to 
as an exaggeration when news of his 
death were being circulated in the 19th 
century) based upon an amazing data-
set of contradictions and a good deal of 
wishful thinking on the part of secular-
ists everywhere.
	 For instance, take the battle over 
same-sex marriage in this country. Some 
new states have joined the pro side the 
past 12 months by way of state legisla-
tures rather than by court adjudication, 
albeit with very slim margins and veto 
overriding. The current US administra-
tion’s agenda is far less friendly to con-
servative evangelicals than either Mr. 
Bush’s or Mr. Clinton’s. One could say 
that the culture war is winding down 
with the other guys winning.
	 Or is it? Some recent Gallup polling 
shows that since 2004, people have be-
come more conservative on their views 
of abortion and same-sex marriage, and 
especially so in the number of people 
identifying themselves as prolife. In an 
online analysis, Gallup’s Lydia Saad 
said, “…the results are conspicuously 
incongruous with the results of the 2008 
elections, in which the Democratic Party 
won the White House for the first time 
in eight years.” (www.gallup.com under 
Politics and Government tab)
	 In this issue, I take a brief look at 
some of this conflicting data and report-
ing in the cover article, “Christianity: 
Near the End?” I suggest following up 
using the resources I point to in the ar-
ticle for a more complete view of the is-
sue. And I will revisit the subject in the 
months to come.

	 Also in this issue, we have invited 
former editor Jim Combs to submit an-
other practical article. Mr. Combs con-
tinues to delight and challenge with his 
creative pen. Any of his articles could be 
taken directly to the pulpit or teacher’s 
podium with confidence in his logic and 
presentation. He is a treasure both to 
the Fellowship and to the Tribune, hav-
ing been with the BBFI since its incep-
tion. Our newer readers should know 
that Mr. Combs was the Tribune editor 
during the 1980s and ‘90s, and he was 
the one who changed the format from a 
newspaper to a magazine. So much of 
what we do now is based upon what he 
did then.
	 Speaking of now and then, this 
is the last issue of the current volume, 
number 59. Our next magazine will be 
the first in our 60th year, and we pray 
it will be our best ever. Long story short 
— our days may be numbered, but if so, 
only by God, magazine headlines not-
withstanding.

Here is one of the best Fourth of July 
stories I have heard this year, and it was 
reported in several news stories in the 

f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

Rochester (NH) Times.
	 When the Rochester, New Hamp-
shire, Jaycees disbanded earlier in the 
year, one result was the local fairground 
association was left without a partner for 
the annual Fourth of July fireworks and 
celebration. Mark Perry, Rochester Fair 
General Manager told a local newspa-
per, “This is really a year when we need 
this event,” noting the economic pinch. 
	 Sensing an outreach opportunity 
and a way to serve their community, 
Rob Willis and Journey Baptist Church 
stepped up to fill the gap with funding 
and volunteers for the community event 
that did take place July 3.
	 The church underwrote the $15,000 

expense, arranged for Christian music 
for entertainment, provided about 130 
volunteers, and accepted canned food 
donations in lieu of admission expense.
	 Perry and the community were ap-
preciative. “I am very pleased. It was 
the biggest crowd in memory, and they 
handled it well. This is one of the nicest 
groups I have ever worked with. They 
were extremely happy, even parking 
cars and emptying garbage cans, and at 
the end of the night they left the grounds 
spectacularly clean,” said Perry.
	 About 10,000 people attended and 
donated two tons of food to a local food 
pantry during the event. Pantry coordi-
nator Anne Ackerman said of the donat-
ed food, “This makes a huge difference. It 
will help us through the summer months 
until we do a food drive in the fall. [The 
Journey Church] did really well. And to 
make the fireworks free in this economy 
was wonderful.”
	 Rob Willis is a graduate of Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri, 
and The Journey Baptist Church is the 
fruit of a mission project of Granite State 
Baptist Church in Salem, New Hamp-
shire, where Anthony Milas is pastor.

All our pastors and workers, and any 
church members who are able, should 
plan to attend the Fall BBFI National 
Meeting hosted by Pastor Mike Frazier 
and the Canton Baptist Temple. We are 
publishing information in this and the 
next issue, and I encourage you to visit 
the meeting website, www.bbficanton09.
org, to register and to have all the infor-
mation you need to plan your trip. Can-
ton Baptist Temple is a historic church 
in our Fellowship, and Pastor Frazier 
and the church are doing all they can to 
make this meeting extra special.
	 Plan to attend! 
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Presidential Perspective
Mark Hodges  |  President  |  Baptist Bible Fellowship International  

Being before doing

O
nce again, this month we 
celebrate the birthday 
of the greatest nation on 
earth, the United States 

of America. This land, “home of the 
free and the brave,” turns 233 years 
old. Thank God for our soldiers, sailors, 
coastguardsmen, airmen, and marines 
fighting the good fight and defending 
our rights and freedoms from the forc-
es of evil. May God help us to always 
remember their heroic sacrifice. 
	 God certainly has had His hand on 
this nation from its inception. Our fore-
fathers were men who believed in God 
and built this nation on the principles 
found in God’s Word. As we celebrate 
the birthday of this great nation, we all 
are deeply concerned for her future. 
	 We live in an age where the “king 
of rock and roll” and the “king of pop” 
(who are now dead) are more popu-
lar among our youth than the King 
of kings. Immorality is rampant even 
among many who serve in respected 
positions. And what is even worse, soci-
ety has seemingly begun to ignore or to 
accept these moral failures.
	 Our young are indoctrinated by 
educational systems that are citadels 
of shameless atheism, agnosticism, and 
blatant humanism. They are inundated 
with the voices of thousands who are 
calling them to lives of godlessness. 
	 It would be very easy to place 
blame on our politicians, on Holly-
wood, or our educational system; but 
the truth of the matter is that God has 
called His people (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
to repent and turn from their wicked 
ways. God has called His people to holi-
ness. “But as he which hath called you 
is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; Because it is written, Be 
ye holy; for I am holy” (I Peter 1:15-16).

	 Leonard Ravenhill said, “What 
we need now is a revival of holiness. A 
revival of character. A revival of people 
who are utterly selfless and prepared 
to lay their lives on the altar for God.” I 
believe that it is high time that our Fel-
lowship cry out to God in repentance 
and ask God to revive us again. The 
Psalmist says, “Wilt thou not revive us 

again: that thy people may rejoice in 
thee?” (Psalm 85:6).
	 Baptist educator Elmer Towns 
(who loves our Fellowship) recently 
indicated to me that we are not putting 
enough emphasis on soul winning and 
church planting. Our Fellowship was 
built on these two things along with a 
strong emphasis on missions. It would 
be foolish on our part to ignore the fact 
that our Fellowship is not as aggressive 
and effective in reaching this world as 
we have been in the past. I, for one, am 
not willing to sit idle and accept that 
our Fellowship cannot be used of God to 
shake this world for Christ.
	 It is my opinion that God will 
mightily use us again when we humble 
ourselves before Him and recommit to 
lives of holiness. The great evangelist 
Gypsy Smith said, “If you are ‘IN’ with 
God, then you are at ‘OUTS’ with the 
world.” Where most religious leaders 
are embracing the world, God’s instruc-
tions are clear in Titus 2:12, “Teach-
ing us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this pres-
ent world.” While some pastors’ pulpits 
have become dispensaries of human 
philosophies, our mission has not 

changed. We are to “Preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2).
	 As our world seemingly is com-
ing apart at the seams, we have the 
answer. The hope of our world is in 
the person of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ and invested in the local 

New Testament church. Don’t sell the 
church short, because the gates of hell 
will not prevail against her. Yet, the 
ministry and outreach of the church is 
in urgent need of revival, to live again. 
In our recent S3 conference in Winter 
Haven, Bill Monroe said that in order 
for our churches to grow, our pastors 
will have to grow (spiritually).
	 God help us to grow to be men 
of holiness, integrity, and godliness. 
The Apostle Paul hit the target when 
he challenged the Colossians, “Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-
suffering; Forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. And above 
all these things put on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectness. And whatso-
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him” (Colos-
sians 3:12-14, 17).
	 My challenge to God’s servants 
of the BBFI is found in the principle 
of “being before doing.” What we do is 
always determined by who we are and 
what we are. 

...God will mightily use us again when we humble 
ourselves before Him and recommit to lives of holiness.



6   Baptist Bible Tribune     [ July/August 2009 ] 

Christian Film News.com is a 
nonprofit ministry of Films 

for Christ (founded in 1959) that 
provides a Christian perspective on 
the news from Hollywood as well 
as the latest movies and games. 

   Source: www.christianfilmnews.com

Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

One in six Americans are Baptist

A collection of 800 pages and fragments from the 
work known as the Codex Sinaiticus are now all in 

one place and available to be viewed online at www.
codexsinaiticus.org. Parts of the collection had been 
stored in four locations around the world for more 
than 150 years since it was discovered at the Mon-
astery of Saint Catherine at Mount Sinai by German 
scholar Constantine Tishchendorf. 

“If you would have liked to see it before you 
would have had to travel to four countries in two 
continents. If you want to see the manuscript right now 
all you have to do is go online and experience it for 
yourself.” says Juan Garces, the Codex Sinaiticus proj-
ect manager. The British Library purchased 347 pages 
from the Soviet Union in 1933, 43 pages are held 
by the University Library in Leipzig, Germany, and the 
National Library of Russia in St. Petersburg contains 
six fragments. The remaining 12 pages and fragments 
were discovered in a hidden room at the Mount Sinai 
monastery in 1975.

The manuscript, written in Greek, is believed to 
be around 1,600 years old and contains the complete 

Pieces of world’s oldest surviving Bible come together online

Website offers conser-
vative reviews on films

New Testament but is missing parts of the Old Testament and 
the Apocrypha. Most of the portion from Genesis to I Chroni-
cles is missing and is presumed to be lost. Animal-skin pages 
that are 15” x 13.5” account for more than 400 pages of the 
manuscript, which scholars now believe was written by four dif-
ferent penmen.		  Source: Associated Press, by Nardine Saad, 
			    Associated Press Writer, July 6, 2009

17.2% of total U.S. adult population are Baptists

6.7% Southern Baptist
Convention

1.8% National Baptist 
	        Convention

1.2% American Baptist Church

7.5% Other Baptist
			   Source: Pew Research Center, www.pewforum.org
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President Obama became the first 
chief executive to host a White 

House ceremony celebrating “gay 
pride” Monday, telling several hun-
dred homosexual guests in the East 
Room that America still has what he 
called “old attitudes” about homo-
sexuality but that they have “an ally 
and a champion” in the Oval Office. 

The June 29 ceremony marked 
the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall 

President Obama hosts Gay Pride celebrants, snubs Day of Prayer

50 years ago...in the Baptist Bible Tribune

Story appeared in the July 24, 1959 edition of the Tribune.

Riots — which launched the modern-
day “gay rights” movement — and 
also Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-
der Pride Month, which takes place 
each June and which was recognized 
by an Obama proclamation at the 
beginning of the month.

Conservative commentators were 
quick to note that the White House 
ceremony came only a month and 
a half after Obama chose not to 

host — as was a custom under the 
Bush administration — a White House 
event commemorating the National 
Day of Prayer.

Monday’s event was historic; 
even though former President Clinton 
signed “Gay Pride Month” proclama-
tions, he never hosted a White House 
ceremony celebrating it.

Source: ©2009 Copyright Baptist Press, by 
Michael Foust, June 30, 2009.

When Pope Benedict XVI an-
nounced that a probe inserted 

through a small hole in the tomb 
believed to be that of the Apostle 
Paul revealed pieces of puple and 
blue material, incense grains and 
small fragments of bone that were 
carbon dated to the appropriate age, 
he followed it up by saying “This 
seems to confirm the unanimous and 
uncontested tradition that these are 
the mortal re-
mains of Paul 
the apostle.” 
Now, the 
head of the 
Vatican Muse-
um’s diagnos-
tic laboratory 
wants to make 
sure that he’s 
on the record 
as saying that the analysis 
of the materials “does not confirm or 
exclude” that the relics in the tomb 
belong to the Apostle Paul. 

Vatican archaeologists uncovered 
the tomb in 2006 in a crypt under 
the basilica and said at the time that 
the fact that it was positioned ex-
actly underneath the epigraph ‘Paulo 
Apostolo Mart’ (Paul the Apostle and 
Martyr) at the base of the cathedral’s 
main altar was conclusive proof that 
it was the apostle’s sarcophagus.

Source: www.ansa.it, July 3, 2009.

Vatican officials temper 
pope’s interpretation of 
evidence from what is 
belived to be the tomb 
of Paul the Apostle

Paul was here

Worldwide numbers of internally 
displaced persons

26 million total

14.4 million 
 under U.N. care in 2008

13.7 million 
 under U.N. care in 2007

16 million 
refugees and asylum seekers
			   Source: United Nations via Al Jazeera
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Back around Easter, Editor Jon 
Meacham of Newsweek authored 
a cover piece with the title “The 

End of Christian America.” One thing 
is certain — Mr. Meacham knows 
how not to bury the lead. (Pardon my 
excursus here, but “burying the lead” 
is journalism jargon for what happens 
when the main point of an article is 
nowhere to be found in the first few 
sentences. One of my jobs as an editor 
is to “unbury” leads when I rewrite 
news submissions.) You can read the 
entire well-written article on the  
Newsweek website.

The article, and the stark presen-
tation (the cover that issue carried 
the headline, “The Decline and Fall of 
Christian America” in red letters form-
ing a cross against a black background) 
was an eye-catcher, published as it 
was nearly on the heels of a spate of 
anti-Christian bestselling books. Those 
books, written by Richard Dawkins 
(The God Delusion), Christopher Hitch-
ens (God Is Not Great: How Religion 
Poisons Everything), Sam Harris (Let-
ter to a Christian Nation), and others 
lesser known, postulate that faith in all 

forms is an enemy that must not only 
be discouraged but wiped out. And it 
appeared that Mr. Meacham was about 
to declare their victory was in sight. 
That is not the case, of course, and it 
was not even what Meacham had in 
mind as it turns out.

What stirred the muse behind the 
Newsweek article was a line buried 
deep within a religious survey:

According to the American 
Religious Identification Survey…, 
the percentage of self-identified 
Christians has fallen 10 percent-
age points since 1990, from 86 to 
76 percent. The Jewish population 
is 1.2 percent; the Muslim, 0.6 
percent. A separate Pew Forum poll 
echoed the ARIS finding, reporting 
that the percentage of people who 
say they are unaffiliated with any 
particular faith has doubled in 
recent years, to 16 percent; in terms 
of voting, this group grew from 5 
percent in 1988 to 12 percent in 
2008 —roughly the same percent-
age of the electorate as African-
Americans. (Seventy-five percent 

of unaffiliated voters chose Barack 
Obama, a Christian.) Meanwhile, 
the number of people willing to 
describe themselves as atheist or 
agnostic has increased about four-
fold from 1990 to 2009, from  
1 million to about 3.6 million.

On the surface, if you add the em-
pirical data to current anecdotal doom 
and gloom, stir in the wishes of the 
Dawkinses and Harrises, and extrapo-
late far enough into the future, I can 
see how some might think the obituary 
of Christianity is nearly ready for proof-
ing. But read Mr. Meacham’s piece a 
little further:

Let’s be clear: while the 
percentage of Christians may be 
shrinking, rumors of the death of 
Christianity are greatly exagger-
ated. Being less Christian does not 
necessarily mean that America is 
post-Christian. A third of Ameri-
cans say they are born again; this 
figure, along with the decline of 
politically moderate-to liberal 
mainline Protestants, led the ARIS 

near the end?
By Keith Bassham

“… a cousin of mine was seriously ill two or three weeks ago in London, but is well now. The 
report of my illness grew out of his illness. The report of my death was an exaggeration.”

Mark Twain, in a note to an inquiring reporter, May, 1897

Christianity: 
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authors to note that “these trends … 
suggest a movement towards more 
conservative beliefs and particu-
larly to a more ‘evangelical’ outlook 
among Christians.” With rising 
numbers of Hispanic immigrants 
bolstering the Roman Catholic 
Church in America, and given the 
popularity of Pentecostalism, a 
rapidly growing Christian milieu 
in the United States and globally, 
there is no doubt that the nation 
remains vibrantly religious — far 
more so, for instance, than Europe. 

And that is a puzzle to many. 
Sociologically, we should not be here. 
Christianity, and certainly the stream 
of Christianity represented by the 
Baptist Bible Fellowship, should have 
disappeared long ago.

John Micklethwait and Adrian 
Wooldridge have authored a book, God 
Is Back. Micklethwait is editor in chief 
of The Economist, and Wooldridge is its 
Washington Bureau chief. Their thesis 
is that the death of God continues to be 
a great exaggeration. They write:

Prophets have been predicting 
the death of God for generations. 
… In the early eighteenth century 
[Thomas] Woolston predicted, with 

the self-confidence that seems to 
be God’s gift to certain types of 
English polemicists, that Christian-
ity would be entirely expunged by 
1900. Half a century later, Fred-
erick the Great wrote to his friend 
Voltaire to say that Woolston had 
been too pessimistic: religion “is 
crumbling of itself, and its fall will 
be but the more rapid.” Voltaire 
replied that its end could be in the 
next fifty years. In 1882 Friedrich 
Nietzche insisted that God was 
already done for. “God is dead. God 
remains dead. We have killed him.” 
(God Is Back, p. 32)

Here in this country, after the 
Scopes Trial, or the so-called Monkey 
Trial of 1925 in Dayton, Tennessee, 
you and I, or those who believed as you 
and I do — that the Hebrew and Greek 
scriptures translated into English give 
us a true and accurate account of a God 
who created the universe, of a God who 
now sustains that same creation, and 
who is in the process of making things 
right through the death and resurrec-
tion of His Son — those who believe 
such things, and those beliefs them-
selves, should be extinct by now.

Each new surge of technology 
seemed to make God obsolete, or to 

drive Him further away from the minds 
of people. The Russian cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin, the world’s first person in 
space, is said to have reported he did 
not see God there (Gagarin probably 
did not say it. There is some evidence 
that Nikita Khrushchev made the 
statement about Gagarin, and for 
propaganda purposes it sounded better 
coming from Gagarin).

C. S. Lewis had something to say 
about that by the way. He wrote, “To 
some, God is discoverable everywhere; 
to others, nowhere. Those who do not 
find him on earth are unlikely to find 
Him in space.… But send a saint up in 
a spaceship and he’ll find God in space 
as he found God on earth. Much de-
pends on the seeing eye.” (“The Seeing 
Eye,” Christian Reflections, p. 171) 

Blinded to God, the humanist 
hope was that all religion, and espe-
cially Christian religion, would be a 
footnote in history in the 21st century. 
But religion, far from being a footnote, 
is almost daily in the headlines — in 
Middle East conflicts, in European 
society (in France they are authoring 
legislation regarding headscarves), and 
even in China, where a couple of years 
ago a Chinese economist converted to 
Christianity after concluding that free 
markets and Christianity go hand in 
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hand. In our own country, religious dis-
cussion finds its way into every political 
contest (who can forget then-presiden-
tial-candidate Barack Obama in the 
2008 campaign disdainfully referring to 
working class people who “cling to guns 
or religion”).

And whatever Mr. Obama was 
trying to say (he later attempted to 
explain the comment), the secularists 
don’t like it that we are not yet extinct. 
We especially, some of the most conser-
vative Christians among the evangeli-
cals, and all our language and message 
and witness, should have been gone 
and out of their hair a long time ago. 
And yet here we are.

Micklethwait and Woolridge ob-
served the same in their studies:

There are two particularly 
upsetting things about the way that 
religion is prospering. The first is 
that the “wrong sorts” of religion 
are flourishing. In the 1960s most 
thinkers imagined that, if religion 
was to survive at all, it would be in 
its most reasonable and ecumenical 
guise — mild Anglicanism, say, or 
Graham Greene’s doubting Catholi-
cism. In fact, certainty has proved 
much easier to market; the sort of 
religions that claim Adam and Eve 
met exactly 6,005 years ago or that 
take a particularly strict inter-
pretation of jihad. In the America 
the tolerant-to-a-fault Episcopal 
Church has been in relentless 
decline. By contrast, the Southern 
Baptists have prospered. Altogether 
conservative Christians now make 
up a quarter of America’s popula-

tion, according to Pew [Research 
Center], significantly more than 
fifty years ago. People who seek 
liberation from liberation do not 
turn to liberation theology. (God Is 
Back, p. 17) 

Just as Mr. Meacham was quick to 
point out that he was not pushing the 
death of Christianity, I must also say 
that the ARIS data showing a decline 
in self-identifying Christians, the 
recent victories among the gay activ-
ists, and the current political balance 
of power should be cause for concern. 
I am glad of the observations recorded 
in God Is Back, but we are a long way 
from running victory laps.

So, what should be our response to 
our current situation?

First, just as the financial world 
finds it helpful to publicize “green 
shoots,” or good news about the econ-
omy, consider some fairly prominent 
atheists who have recently changed 
teams. British biographer A.N. Wilson 
comes to mind, because he wrote an en-
joyable apologetic published in a major 
British newspaper about the time the 
Newsweek article appeared. Wilson had 
a childhood faith which he forsook at 
the age of 30, and he describes both his 
departure and return. Of his turn to 
secularism he writes:

Like many people who lost 
faith, I felt anger with myself for 
having been ‘conned’ by such a 
story. I began to rail against Chris-
tianity, and wrote a book, entitled 
Jesus, which endeavoured to estab-
lish that he had been no more than 

a messianic prophet who had well 
and truly failed, and died. 

Why did I, along with so many 
others, become so dismissive of 
Christianity? 

Like most educated people in 
Britain and Northern Europe (I 
was born in 1950), I have grown up 
in a culture that is overwhelmingly 
secular and anti-religious. The uni-
versities, broadcasters and media 
generally are not merely non-reli-
gious, they are positively anti. 

	 To my shame, I believe it was 
this that made me lose faith and 
heart in my youth. It felt so uncool 
to be religious. 

And his description of a renewed 
faith is just as frank:

My own return to faith has 
surprised no one more than myself. 
Why did I return to it? Partially, 
perhaps it is no more than the con-
fidence I have gained with age. 

Rather than being cowed by 
them, I relish the notion that, by as-
serting a belief in the risen Christ, 
I am defying all the liberal clever-
clogs on the block: cutting-edge 
novelists …; foul-mouthed, self-
satisfied TV presenters …; and the 
smug, tieless architects of so much 
television output. 

But there is more to it than 
that. My belief has come about 
in large measure because of the 
lives and examples of people I 
have known — not the famous, not 
saints, but friends and relations 
who have lived, and faced death, in 
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the light of the Resurrection story, 
or in the quiet acceptance that they 
have a future after they die.

And then there are those further 
afield who are connecting the dots 
spiritually in unexpected ways. Follow-
ing the steps of Alexis de Tocqueville 
(Democracy in America) nearly two 
centuries ago, Chinese economist 
Zhao Xiao saw and wrote about the 
moral basis of democracy and market 
economies. His conclusion was that the 
presence of churches in America (see 
a complete story about Zhao Xiao and 
his conclusions at www.pbs.org/front-
lineworld/stories/china_705/interview/
xiao.html) was directly related to the 
country’s success. Though he was not a 
believer, he authored a widely quoted 
paper called “Market Economies With 
Churches and Market Economies With-
out Churches.” In an interview with 
PBS’s Frontline, he said that he began 
without an inclination toward Christi-
anity, but his experience with churches 
affected him. 

From this point, I started to 
study the Bible. But my initial 
motivation for studying the Bible 
is not really pure. My purpose for 
studying the Bible was not to prove 
that there was a God. I wanted to 
look for proof against the existence 
of God. The reasons are simple. 
First of all, I believed that I’m not 
really a good person. I felt that I 
had a lot of bad thoughts and did 
a lot of bad things. So if there was 
a God, whatever bad thoughts I 
had, he would know; whatever bad 
things I did, he would know. To 
me, this is too insecure, so I would 
rather not have a God. So this was 
how I studied the Bible: I wanted 
to prove that it was a good book but 
that there was no truth to it.

	 But after reading it for over 
three months, I admitted defeat. I 
discovered that this kind of book 
China does not have. China does 
have morality books. …. But China 
does not have a book like the Bible. 

The Bible is a book that claims 
inspiration from the will of God. It 
talks about the history of the rela-
tionship between God and human 
beings, and this kind of book does 
not exist in China. 

Xiao is right of course. His article 
references the Puritans who colonized 
the American Northeast and laid moral 
foundations that still hold, if they are 
somewhat repressed by the descen-
dants of those same Puritans. I wonder 
when I read articles and books writ-
ten by men like Christopher Hitchens 
who authored God Is Not Great: How 
Religion Poisons Everything. The found-
ing documents of the United States, 
the universities, the hospitals — all 
are the results of “poison” religion. The 
great anti-slavery movement and the 
civil rights movements had religious, 
even Christian, roots. The God Is Back 
authors say, those movements were 
“both religious at heart, led by religious 
people, nurtured in churches, justified 
in religious language.”

These reasons may or may not con-
found the enemies of Christianity, but 
remember Mr. Wilson’s characteriza-
tion of himself when he was outside the 
faith: It was not reason that took him to 
the far country, rather “it felt so uncool 
to be religious.” 

We are led where we want to be 
led. But that attitude is something we 
can work with in a country like ours 
when we apply the Baptist principles of 
soul competence and religious liberty. 
It is up to us to declare and live out the 
gospel persuasively, and to do a better 
job of it than our detractors can undo. 
We do not head for the hills and away 
from the threat.

When Al Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
became aware of the data prompting 
Mr. Meacham’s article, he wrote in his 
blog, “Our proper Christian response 
to this new challenge is not gloom, but 
concern. And our first concern must be 

to see that the Gospel is preached as 
Good News to the perishing — includ-
ing all those in post-Christian America.”

A. N. Wilson closed his testimonial 
article with a strong statement to that 
effect. He wrote:

Sadly, they have all but ac-
cepted that only stupid people actu-
ally believe in Christianity, and 
that the few intelligent people left 
in the churches are there only for 
the music or believe it all in some 
symbolic or contorted way which, 
when examined, turns out not to be 
belief after all. 

As a matter of fact, I am sure 
the opposite is the case and that 
materialist atheism is not merely 
an arid creed, but totally irrational. 

Materialist atheism says we 
are just a collection of chemicals. 
It has no answer whatsoever to 
the question of how we should be 
capable of love or heroism or poetry 
if we are simply animated pieces of 
meat. 

The Resurrection, which 
proclaims that matter and spirit 
are mysteriously conjoined, is the 
ultimate key to who we are. It con-
fronts us with an extraordinarily 
haunting story. 

J. S. Bach believed the story, 
and set it to music. Most of the 
greatest writers and thinkers of the 
past 1,500 years have believed it. 

But an even stronger argument 
is the way that Christian faith 
transforms individual lives — the 
lives of the men and women with 
whom you mingle on a daily basis, 
the man, woman or child next to 
you in church tomorrow morning.

to declare and live out 
the gospel persuasively, 
and to do a better 
job of it than our 
detractors can undo.”

“It is up to us 
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Introductory note by Keith Bassham

A few years ago, Chuck Ford, chairman of 
the Alabama/Northwest Florida BBF, in-
vited me to speak at a fellowship meeting in 
his state. Among the gentlemen I met dur-
ing that week was one Ira Walton, pastor 
of Crenshaw Community Baptist Church of 
Luverne, Alabama.

Ira is a black man, a former Marine, 
and at the time he was a bi-vocational pas-
tor. He and his family were charming. His 
wife prepared an excellent meal for us, and 
the dinner table provided an opportunity 
for one of the most educational encounters I 
have had when it comes to matters of Chris-
tianity and race.

It turns out Ira and I share an enthu-
siasm for, how shall I say it — for self-ex-
pression — which means I did not have to 
spend a lot of time sizing him up, and that 
evening we began forming bonds of friend-
ship. His experience, temperament, vision, 
and dedication to the hard and honest work 
of church building is more than enough to 
commend him, but I was concerned that Ira 
and some of his brother preachers would 
find it hard-going in our Fellowship. 

I regret I have to say these things, but to 
borrow a phrase given me by Charles Lyons, 
there is a difference between inviting and 
welcoming people who are different from 
ourselves. This is true whether the difference 
is cultural, generational, methodological, 
geographical, or racial, and our Fellowship 
history is strewn with examples of this resis-
tance to the new or different.

Mind you, we generally get around to 
doing the right thing, but it is not always 
the first thing we do. The Brothers of Cyrene 
are giving to the Baptist Bible Fellowship 
an opportunity, not to sit at their table, nor 
to invite them to ours, but to share the one 
table the Lord has given us by his death 
and resurrection to reach a long neglected 
and difficult to reach community. Let us 
get to know them and their unique perspec-
tives and problems. This article, submitted 
by the secretary of the Brothers of Cyrene, 
will introduce you to this fellowship of black 
pastors who want to connect with the values 
and vision of Baptist Bible Fellowship.

The Brothers of Cyrene was 
started primarily for the pur-
pose of fellowship. However, 

their mission and purpose today is to 
evangelize Black America by planting 
strong independent Baptist churches 
in their cities, towns, communities, 
and neighborhoods with aggressive 
emphasis on soul winning, teaching, 
preaching, praying, discipleship, and 
education. The Brothers of Cyrene, 
with the Lord’s help, want to reverse 
the negative trends found in the home, 
education, drug and crime, incarcera-
tion, and high mortality. 

Pastors James Richardson (Liv-
ing Waters Baptist Church, Mobile), 
Samuel Mitchell (Bible Study Baptist 
Church, Moss Point, Mississippi), and 
Ira A. Walton Sr. (Crenshaw Com-
munity Baptist Church, Luverne) are 
all close friends, shepherding churches 
they planted, and active in their respec-
tive state fellowships. 

Because these pastors were all bi-
vocational, they never had time for any 
serious fellowship except when their 
paths would cross or when they spoke 

Cyrene
And as they 

came out, 
they found 

a man of 
Cyrene...

...him they 
compelled 
to bear his 

cross.

Brothers of 
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on the phone. When two of 
these men and their wives 
met at a restaurant for a 
time of fellowship, they real-
ized they shared the same 
problems and concerns in 
their ministries and in their 
communities. They discussed 
the urgency as well as the 
difficulties encountered in 
reaching black communi-
ties and how they could best 
evangelize and do it at a 
faster pace. 

Pastor Walton suggested 
that instead of meeting at a 
restaurant, a group should 
meet at someone’s church 
and invite other inner-city 
independent Baptist pastors 
to be a part of the fellowship. 
On August 9, 2007, Pastor 
Richardson was host of the 
Alabama/ Northwest Florida 
Baptist Bible Fellowship 
meeting, and Pastor Walton 
decided at that meeting to engage the 
six black pastors who were in atten-
dance.

With a flyer in hand complete with 
an agenda, a date, time, and place for 
a larger fellowship, Pastor Walton 
went to work in inviting those pastors 
in attendance to a special fellowship 
meeting. The meeting took place at Liv-
ing Waters Baptist Church in Mobile 
where Pastor Walton began to share 
his God-given vision for the fellowship 

with all the pastors in attendance. In 
that first meeting, they discussed struc-
ture, issues and concerns in reaching 
Black America, the need to plant more 
churches, and the need to assist and 
encourage other pastors. 

That vision culminated in a meet-
ing March 28, 2008, at Living Waters 
Baptist Church. The group formed 
and developed a purpose and mission 
statement. They named the fellowship 
Brothers of Cyrene taken from Mat-
thew 27:32. The name of the fellowship 
originated in the heart and mind of 
Pastor Walton’s great friend, Pastor 
Chuck Ford. The fellowship named 
Walton as moderator. Two other of-
ficers, Bill Fluker and Sam Mitchell 
became secretary and treasurer respec-
tively.

The Brothers of Cyrene are not of 
the opinion that the blacks must sepa-
rate in order to effectively address the 
unique circumstances involving Black 
America. They desire and desperately 
need the help of predominantly non-
black congregations to reach Black 
America and plant churches. 

Rather, this fellowship, 
through its website (www.
brothersofcyrene.com), will 
serve as an information hub 
for Bible college graduates, 
laymen, church members, etc., 
who have been called of God in 
this task. The website will pro-
vide information and locations 
where pastors, youth directors, 
Christian schoolteachers, choir 
directors, etc., are needed. Ad-
ditionally, this site will provide 
a means by which believers of 
like faith will have the oppor-
tunity to search for and find 
independent Baptist churches 
in other cities and towns. The 
site will offer other opportuni-
ties as well. 

The Brothers of Cyrene 
are pastors and laymen who 
are active participants in 
their state fellowships. They 
are affiliated with and work 
closely in conjunction with the 

Cyrene
Above: The Brothers of Cyrene (standing L-R) Jerome Binns, Ray-
mond Bell, James Richardson, Eric Riles, Eddie Goodall, Reggie 
Williams, Eligah Moore, Victor Baxter. Seated L-R: Bill Fluker, 
Secretary; Ira Walton, Moderator; Sam Mitchell, Treasurer.

Baptist Bible Fellowship International 
(BBFI) and state fellowships in plant-
ing churches. They desire to work with 
other Bible-believing fellowships, mis-
sion boards, and local churches in their 
efforts to evangelize their communities 
and neighborhoods.

They strongly desire the pastors of 
the state fellowships to truly embrace 
their vision by encouraging their mem-
bers to pray and to get involved. They 
ask all those in the BBFI and in other 
Bible-believing ministries who already 
have productive and prosperous min-
istries, to help the Brothers of Cyrene 
reach the unreached for Christ.

If you desire to write us, send cor-
respondence to the following address:

Brothers of Cyrene
c/o Crenshaw Community Baptist 
Church 
1607 Rutledge Loop Road
Luverne, AL 36049

Please visit our website for further in-
formation: www.brothersofcyrene.com. 
 

Al Janney with Ira Walton
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H 
ast thou heard the se-
cret of God?” (Job 15:18) 
Within the pages of Holy Writ 

are many secrets that are discussed 
and revealed. We read of secret sins, 
secret things that belong unto God, 
secret faults that hinder our progress, 
and of the “secret places of the stairs.”

Secrets are intriguing, interesting, 
fascinating. But in this article, I am 
taking the ancient question of Eliphaz, 
who probably did not know the answer, 
either, and associating it first with the 
profound doxology of Paul in Romans 
16:25-27:

“Now to him that is of power to 
establish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Je-
sus Christ, according to the rev-
elation of the mystery, which was 
kept secret since the world began. 

But now is made manifest, and 
by the scriptures of prophets, ac-
cording to the commandment of 
the everlasting God, made known 
to all nations for the obedience 
of faith; To the only wise God be 
glory through Jesus Christ for 
ever. Amen.”

Whatever Eliphaz may or may 
not have had in mind, Paul unveils by 
divine inspiration the great secret of 
the ages that the gospel of Christ and 
His glorious salvation would be made 
know to all nations for the obedience of 
faith...the gospel is an open secret.

Paul enlarges on that concept when 
he writes in Colossians of “the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and 
generations, but now is made manifest 
to his saints; To whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of 

this mystery among the gentiles; which 
is Christ in you the hope of glory” (Co-
lossians 1:26, 27).

This is the greatest secret of 
dynamic Christianity, that Christ is ac-
tually alive in His divine and dynamic 
presence in your very life and being. As 
a tooth grows from inside out, Christian 
character and conduct ideally proceed 
from within, from the reality of the in-
dwelling Christ. Let me build on these 
concepts by suggesting and selecting 
seven open secrets for dynamic Christ 
living, based on the power-packed prin-
ciples of the Word of God.

1. The secret of drawing 
energy from Christ

This mysterious (as God calls it) power 
and presence can teach you what you 
need to know, if you are only receptive 

Seven secrets 
of dynamic living

By Jim Combs,  Tribune Editor 1983 - 1995
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and teachable. It can inspire you with 
new thoughts and ideas, so that your 
work will have a freshness and origi-
nality beyond your own abilities.

This extraordinary power, this 
presence, is no abstraction, but actu-
ally the most practical thing there is. 
This Power is really no less than Jesus 
Christ personally living in your life. 
“Christ liveth in me,” Paul gloriously 
affirmed in Galatians 2:20.

As a born-again child of God, you 
have the right and privilege to cooper-
ate with this Indwelling Person and to 
allow Him to work through your body, 
mind, and estate, so that you no longer 
grovel on the ground, so to speak, amid 
limitations and difficulties, but can soar 
upon wings like an eagle to the realm of 
spiritual dominion and radiant joy.

Right within your heart and 
mind, within your own conscious-
ness of His dynamic and divine 
presence, Christ lives to impart 
His energy, wisdom, grace, 
power, and resources to you. But 
you must make conscious contact 
with Him, no longer ignoring 
what is already real and poten-
tially vibrant within your person.

As Christ was born in a 
stable, so Christ comes into the 
tabernacle of your body, at first 
perhaps so quietly you scarcely 
realize He is there. But as Christ 
grew on this earth, so Jesus will 
become larger in your thinking 
and planning as you practice His 
presence, as you commune daily, 
hourly with Him.

When you are born again, 
when you receive Christ, He does in-
deed make His supernatural entry into 
that new nature that is created in you 
at the moment of salvation. Now he de-
sires to enhance, enrich, and empower 
your life, raising you toward your full 
potential, whatever may be your realm 
of activity. By prayer, by communion, 
by cultivating a constant consciousness 
of His presence, you will tap his infinite 
resources. From Him you can receive 
all the spiritual energy and strength 
you need to accomplish great exploits 

for God. You can join the inspired 
apostle in declaring, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth 
me” (Philippians 4:13).

2. The secret of deciding on 
life’s goals

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God” (Romans 12:1,2).

Now that you are a Christian, 
you can understand that you make a 
presentation of your body and all that 
you are to God in an act of commit-
ment, surrender, and submission to His 
will. This will result in no conforma-
tion to the evil standards and ungodly 
trends of a wicked world. By the power 
of Christ living in you, and by the 
conscious “renewal of your mind,” you 
will experience ongoing transformation 
within the will and plan of God for your 
life.

It is of prime importance to have 
a definite major life goal. At whatever 
age you are (the younger the better, but 
mature age is not a limitation), prayer-
fully set forth in writing what you want 
to be and what you want to accomplish 
in the life that is ahead of you. Make 
this goal consistent with Romans 12:1 
and 2, and be flexible, amenable to 
entering new and unexpected doors of 
opportunity, if God opens them and so 
leads you. Overcome carnal inertia or 
lackadaisical procrastination by getting 
started now.

Let me give you three powerful, 
practical principles to keep in mind 
as you move forward into the future, 
trusting God for His guidance: (1) All 
spiritual achievements, all material 

riches, all worthwhile aims 
anyone acquires through 
prayer and hard work begin 
in the form of a clear, concise, 
mental picture of the thing 
one seeks. Commit that con-
cept to memory, and put it in 
practice! (2) The time it takes 
you to accomplish your goal 
is the exact time necessary 
to deliver the service to God 
and to others that is of equal 
value to your visualized goal. 
You must render a service of 
equivalent value to the object 
of your purpose. That is true 
of small intermediate goals as 
well as the grand and noble 
purpose of your whole life. (3) 
Whatever you can visualize as 
being possible, even remotely 

possible, within the realm of God’s 
Word and will, can come to pass. You 
must believe it. That is faith. Believe 
God! Believing can eventually make it 
real!

3. The secret of deepening 
your personal devotion

“Now abideth these three: faith, 
hope and love, but the greatest of 
these is love” (I Cor. 13:13).
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What is the first and great com-
mandment? “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Mat-
thew 22:37). To seek first the kingdom 
of God involves loving Him. Love him 
emotionally with the heart; love Him 
spiritually with the soul; love Him 
mentally with the mind. As you love 
Him more, His presence and power will 
flow the more through you.

When Christ quoted from the Old 
Testament, “Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself” He called it the second 
commandment. If your vertical love 
toward God is in order, your horizontal 
love toward others will tend to follow. 
But notice Christ said to love others 
“as thyself.” There is a sense in which 
you love and accept yourself in Christ. 
Don’t unintentionally diminish God’s 
investment in you by belittling or de-
meaning yourself. You are “accepted in 
the beloved.” You can accept yourself, 
feel good within about yourself, know in 
your heart that you belong to Him and 
are beautiful in His sight.

 

4. The secret of dismissing 
the negative forces
Some folks, even some “dwarf 

Christians” seem to treat life as “one 
blamed thing after another.” They 
never become victorious Christians 
because they think so negatively about 
their lives, their situations, and their 
problems. Remember the three enemies 
of the believer are the world, the flesh, 
and the devil.

Surrounded and sometimes 
bombarded by negative forces, ideas, 
and trends, we need to claim victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. “Love 
not the world,” John appeals (I John 
2:15,16), “for all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world.”

Selfish immorality, covetous greed, 
and arrogant human pride are the trin-
ity of evil in our world system. None 
of these things lead to happiness or 
ultimate success. We overcome this ex-

ternal enemy, the world, by faith. “Who 
is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God?” (I John 5:5).

Likewise, the flesh, the old nature 
within us, is an internal enemy:

 Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these; 
adultery, fornication, unclean-
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, sedi-
tions, heresies, envyings, mur-
ders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like . . . (Galatians 
5:19-21a). 

We overcome the old nature, the 
flesh, by “crucifying.” Christ died on the 
cross for those sins. “And they that are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.” (Galatians 5:24).

Against Satan, the ultimate evil, 
there can be victory. “And they over-
came him by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto death” 
(Revelation 12:11). By spiritual resolve 
and the power of the indwelling Christ, 
these negative forces can be overcome. 
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 
double-minded.” (James 4:7-8).

5. The secret of doing the 
impossible

And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask believing, ye shall 
receive. (Matthew 21:22). 

All things are possible to him 
that believeth. (Mark 9:23).

Faith does move mountains! Pray 
and believe! Whatever you can conceive 
as in God’s will and believe in your 
heart, you can receive or achieve by the 
grace and power of God. “More things 
are wrought by prayer,” someone has 

said, “than the world dreams of.”
Remember that it is not mere pas-

sive submission God wants, but active 
obedience. Therefore, let God energize 
your thinking; develop and plan to 
reach your goal. Plan your work! Work 
your plan!...with exuberance!

But it will take time!

6. The secret of daring to be 
great for God
The pathway to greatness for the 

believer begins with a yielded heart 
at the foot of Calvary. But do not be 
deceived into a false humility, an 
excessive sense of “nothingness” before 
God. I once attended a prayer meet-
ing where everybody prayed “just to be 
nothing.” God must have heard their 
prayer, since I have not heard of any of 
them since. You want to be something, 
somebody for God. You want to be ev-
erything God has called you to be! Live 
your life with a sense of divine service, 
motivated by love!

7. The secret of delighting 
yourself in God

“Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart” (Psalm 37:4).

Scan Psalm 37 for these watchwords of 
joy and success in Christ.
“Trust in the Lord” (verse 3)
“Delight...in the Lord (verse 4)
“Commit thy way unto the Lord (verse 
5).
“Rest in the Lord” (verse 7)
“Wait patiently” (verse 7)
“Cease from anger” (verse 8)
“Fret not” (verse 9)
“Depart from evil” (verse 27)
“Wait on the Lord and keep his way” 
(verse 34).

As you gradually draw energy from 
the indwelling Christ and delight in 
God, following these “open secrets,” you 
will grow mightily in grace and you will 
become a dynamic, successful Christian, 
ever increasing in love, peace, and joy!
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She scrubbed and scrubbed until 
her knuckles bled. It wasn’t her 
choice, but it fell her lot to hold 

her family together.
Adelaide, affectionately called “Ad-

die” by friends and family, had always 
been a hard worker. Addie had ten 
children. Her husband, Pearl, met an 
untimely death and left her to care for 
this large brood with the only means 
she could. She washed baskets of laun-
dry for 75 cents each.

Pearl had been the town drunk. 
This was not a spiteful label, but one 
he had rightfully earned. He met his 
death in a brawl, following a lengthy 
drinking spree. Addie received word 
from a friend late one night as she 
bedded down her children in the tiny 
one-room converted barn at the edge of 
town. This was home for Adelaide and 
her large family.

The rich folks in town knew Ad-
elaide would do the best possible job, 
carefully scrubbing their laundry. They 
stuffed the baskets full and felt charita-
ble as they paid her 75 cents a basket. 
One day, a prosperous lady substituted 
a worn sweater for the 75 cents. As 
Addie traveled home, weary and disap-
pointed, she looked at the used sweater 
and noticed the pearl buttons had all 
been cut off, making it even less usable 
and certainly not worth her afternoon 
of hard work.

The disappointment was particu-
larly difficult because this basket of 
laundry had a special purpose. It was 
earmarked for something that was 
more precious to Addie than food, milk, 
or even fuel to heat their drafty barn 
home. It was earmarked for a piano les-

son for her precious Linnie. 
Linnie was the youngest of the ten 

and often accompanied her mother on 
washday. If there was a piano any-
where in the vicinity, Linnie would sit 
down and quietly plunk out melodious 
tunes, much to the amazement of her 
mother’s patrons. Adelaide recognized 
the God-given talent in Linnie and was 
determined her youngest daughter 
would develop and use her talent for 
God’s glory. Adelaide was a dedicated 
Christian and had passed her faith on 
to each one of her ten children.

One day, after a long afternoon of 
heavy washing, Addie noticed a hid-
eous, whitewashed upright piano in the 
corner of the living room of an elderly 
man she washed for. She asked if the 
piano was for sale. The man was anx-
ious to get rid of the eyesore and said 
he would gladly sell it for $5 if someone 
would remove it from his home. She 
managed to raise the money, and she 
and little 10-year-old Linnie pushed the 
piano all the way through town to their 
barn home. That piano filled one whole 
corner of the cramped dwelling, and 
Addie beamed with every note Linnie 
played day after day as she faithfully 
practiced on her piano.

Linnie, or Linda as we know her 
now, became a skillful church pianist. 
She is Linda Guinn, the wife of Wayne 
Guinn, director of the National Church 
Planting Office. Those of us who know 
her have enjoyed her musical talent 
and God-given gift. Truly, Adelaide’s 
sacrifice and 75-cent baskets of laundry 
have brought huge dividends. Noth-
ing ever given to God is forgotten or 
wasted.

Seventy-five Cents 
a Basket By Sandie Powell
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By Thomas RAY

Exchanging freedom for slavery

Baptist History

On May 13, 1809, 13 black members of the First Bap-
tist Church of Philadelphia were dismissed at their 
request in order to establish the First African Bap-

tist Church. About a month later, on June 19, the church was 
organized and called as their first pastor Henry Cunningham 
who served the church from 1809 until 1812. 

	 The next pastor was John King (a white minister from 
Virginia), who would serve First African from 1813 until ear-
ly in 1832. Without pastoral leadership, the church began to 
struggle and to experience a slow but steady decline in its 
membership. At the same time, Philadelphia had become the 
home to an ever-increasing 
number of runaway slaves 
and freemen who sought 
and found refuge in Penn-
sylvania. The church came 
to the conclusion that if 
they were going to evange-
lize Philadelphia’s grow-
ing black population, they 
must obtain the services of 
a black minister who could 
provide them with stability 
and leadership. 

	 Shortly after their 
search was launched, they 
were informed about James 
Burrows, a black preacher 
in Virginia who was having 
great success in preaching the gospel among the slaves. The 
church immediately corresponded with Burrows and invited 
him to come to Philadelphia. 

Burrows was receptive to the church’s invitation, but 
there was one major problem. James Burrows was a slave, 
and his owner refused to allow him to go to Philadelphia until 
he was paid in full for his property. First African Church had 
only 60 members, all of whom were poor, and it was impos-
sible for them to raise the money that was required to obtain 
Burrows’ freedom (a healthy educated slave like Burrows 
would sell for somewhere between $800 to $1000). The church 
offered to pay Burrows’ owner in installments for his freedom, 
but he refused their offer. The church members were natural-
ly disappointed, but they strongly believed that James Bur-

rows was God’s man for their church. The church had run out 
of options but they still had faith in the God who hears and 
answers prayer. 

	 During this crisis, two cousins, Samuel and John Bivins, 
would make one of the most selfless sacrifices in Baptist his-
tory. Samuel and John, who were both freemen, decided, after 
much prayer and discussion, to make an astounding offer. 
They offered to place themselves in bondage as security for 
the freedom of James Burrows. Burrows’ owner accepted Sam-
uel and John’s offer. They immediately traveled to Virginia 
and these freemen willingly became bond slaves in order that 

James Burrows might be 
free to preach the gos-
pel. Burrows hastened 
to Philadelphia where he 
was installed as pastor 
of First African Baptist 
Church. 

	 Burrows and the 
church did not forget 
Samuel and John Bivins. 
Through their self-sacri-
fice and the gifts of inter-
ested friends, Burrows 
and the church were 
eventually able to obtain 
their freedom. Samu-
el and John Bivins had 
served as slaves for one 

year, a sacrifice they gladly made for the sake of the gospel. 
The pair returned to Philadelphia where they assisted Pastor 
Burrows in the work of the church. 

	 Burrows’ ministry and the growth of the church would 
more than amply justify Samuel and John Bivins’ sacrifice of 
love. Upon the arrival of John Burrows in 1832, the church 
had only 60 members. At his death in 1844, that number had 
increased to 252. (Remember, in that day, Baptist churches 
had approximately five times as many attendees as they had 
members.) 

	 When you are challenged to make a physical or finan-
cial sacrifice for the work of God, remember Samuel and John 
Bivins, who willingly exchanged freedom for slavery for the 
furtherance of the gospel. 
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URBANCURRENT
Charles Lyons, Pastor

Armitage Baptist Church
Chicago, Illinois

Gonna run on...

charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org

I’m on my run. The sun warms my 
face. I’m making tracks down the 
parkway that flanks the Boulevard. 

I follow a path through the grass. Back 
when I started, there was no path.
This summer I’m reflecting on God’s 
goodness as I mark 35 years as pas-
tor of Armitage Baptist Church in this 
world-class city. When I began, there 
was no path. I marvel at supernatural 
strength for every step. I ponder God’s 
grace for the race. My mind flits to my 
preacher father, 58 years the pastor of 
Ashburn Baptist here in the Chicago 
area. What an example!

Exodus 23 comes to mind. God 
gave me this passage in 1980 when we 
were trying to buy this big old Masonic 
Temple. We sealed the deal in 1981, 
exorcised the place, and are still sanc-
tifying it. In verse 20, God tells Moses 
and the people He will send an angel 
before them. Then He says He will 
bring them to the land of the Amor-
ites, the Hittites, the Perrizites, the 
Canaanites, the termites…you remem-
ber the passage. I understood that to 
say that God would lead us to the ene-
my, to His enemies, in order to show 
His power over them. 

I didn’t know that the first enemy 
would be an Irish Democrat slumlord 
family. They owned this building we 
ended up buying at a rock-bottom price. 
Wow! God led us to face the gangs. In 
fact, we took over their headquarter 
corner when we bought this building. 
Every night 25 guys would be hanging 
out on our front steps. I spotted their 
former chief a couple weeks ago prais-
ing God on our front row. God led us 
to an eyeball-to-eyeball facedown with 
the Chicago Democratic machine. We 
stood, they stumbled and backed away. 

God led us into a Holy Ghost encounter 
with radical homosexuals. It’s a great 
story, but suffice it to say Saints 2, Rad 
Homosexuals 0. What really freaked 
them out? We loved on them all the 
way through.

Oh yes, through many dangers, 
toils, and snares…

I think of when my back problems 
wouldn’t even let me walk and then 
would only let me walk but not run. A 
ritual has evolved. As I begin my run, 
I think of the blessing of being able to 
run again. I lift my hands above my 
head, crazy-man like. You know, like 
the winner breaking the tape…only 

the passing traffic sees no tape and no 
other runners, just a skinny white man 
running down the parkway with his 
arms in the air and his lips moving. I’m 
thanking God for letting me run one 
more day, praising Him for His good-
ness and faithfulness all these years 
and miles later. 

Today, I want to yell over my 
shoulder to all you servants behind me 
running at the 2-year mark, the 8-year 
mark, 17 years, 26 years, 34 years, 
“GOD IS GOOD! HE’S FAITHFUL! Oh, 
He will test you to grow you. He’ll turn 
up the fire to purify you. He’ll stretch 
you to within an inch of your life, but 
He will never, ever leave you. He’s run-
ning with you right now.”

Many days when I thought I was 
trudging sluggishly, the fancy shmancy 
sport tool my staff gave me told me I 

was running at a stronger, faster pace 
than it felt like. So many nights getting 
up to preach my 3rd or 4th message of 
the day I thought, “I’m not getting the 
job done.” A couple months ago, I asked 
all the men who were called to preach 
to come and sit in the front. About 20 
guys came and filled the front row.

I’ve failed Him, He’s never failed 
me. I want to holler back to all those 
coming up behind me, “When you don’t 
think you can run one more mile, you 
can do all things through Christ. When 
you think you can’t go one more step, 
you don’t have one more sermon in you, 
one more service, one more counseling 

session, one more deacons’ meeting, 
not one more Bible study in you, when 
you don’t have one more tear, when you 
just know one more family leaving will 
break you…they that wait upon the 
Lord will renew their strength, they 
will mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not faint. The race is 
not given to the swift. Your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord.”

	He may not come when you want 
Him, but He’s always on time. I’m a 
witness! I’ve got to testify! This is my 
story, this is my song, I’m praising my 
Savior all the day long. Can somebody 
help me praise Him? Can I get a wit-
ness? I said, can I get a witness? God is 
good! God is able!

	Miracles ahead! Answered prayer. 
More souls. I believe I’m gonna run 
on…see what the end’s gonna be.

...the passing traffic sees no tape and no other 
runners, just a skinny white man running down the 
parkway with his arms in the air and his lips moving.
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James G. Smith  |  Associate BBFI Mission Director

Open doors and adversaries

For a great door and effectual is 
opened unto me, and there are 
many adversaries. (I Corinthians 

16:9) 
	 In the Scriptures, when God tells 
us about open doors, He quickly adds, 
“and there are many adversaries.” Paul 
was saying this when he was in Ephe-
sus. Later he would ask them to pray 
for him, specifically for the boldness he 
needed to proclaim the good news.
	 The doors for effective church 
planting are open all across Latin 
America. There are approximately 600 
million people in that region which 
extends from the northwest corner of 
Mexico to the southernmost point of 
Chile. The BBFI has from its 
inception had a presence in 
this region. And after much 
work, time, and resources 
invested, our churches in 
Latin America are doing well 
in evangelizing, baptizing, 
and making disciples. These 
churches are also reproduc-
ing themselves and sending 
out missionaries and pastors.
	 Most of my life has been 
spent in this area of the world. Having 
been born and reared in Mexico, then 
serving in Ecuador, my heart is stirred 
when I think of the BBFI work in Latin 
America. Currently, the BBFI has 228 
adult career missionaries and four adult 
TEAM missionaries in the 21 countries 
of Central and South America. Working 
alongside these missionaries are hun-
dreds of local pastors and Bible institute 
students, and thousands of believers.
	 However, Latin America still has 
an ever-expanding population which 
needs to hear of the love of God. For 

example, Brazil’s population grew from 
54 million in 1950 to 171 million in 
2000. Mexico, the second largest coun-
try in the region, also more than tripled 
in the last half of the 20th century. 
	 That’s an open door – but we 
should consider the adversaries that 
plague our missionaries: government 
restrictions, political turmoil, cultural 
unrest, government coalitions, and our 
common adversary, the devil.
	 From Bogotá, Colombia, Craig 
Lingo reports, “The central government 
has arbitrarily established limits of 
capacity in church buildings according 
to the various areas of the city. In April 
2009, a picture of our church build-

ing appeared in the largest newspaper 
in the country. The gist of the article 
was that 90 percent of all non-Catholic 
churches in Bogota were far from com-
plying with the new regulations. Our 
church may have to relocate.”
	 One of our missionaries in Central 
America recently stated, “We are hav-
ing difficulties with the government 
that unless the Lord intervenes will 
demand the closing of some churches.”
	 We have seen the recent political 
unrest in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. For 
some time now, we have witnessed with 

concern all of the drug-related violence 
in several areas of Mexico.
	 The relationships between the gov-
ernments of different countries can also 
have an adverse effect on the efforts to 
do ministry. There is some apprehen-
sion regarding the formation of ALBA, 
the Bolivarian Alternative for the 
Americas. This group, whose purpose is 
to integrate nations in Latin America, 
at the moment, includes Cuba, Venezu-
ela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua.
	 One cannot talk about adversar-
ies to international church planting 
without considering the strategy of 
the adversary that the Apostle Peter 

described as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he 
would devour.
	 As we pray for the fur-
therance of the gospel in 
Latin America, let’s pray 
specifically that our mis-
sionaries would have 
patience, would be cre-
ative, and would be bold 
in the presentation of 
the good news. We need 

to take advantage of the open doors, 
fully armed to fight the adversary and 
the adversaries.
	 I think Craig Lingo has the right 
attitude. He said, “The wonderful 
aspect of the church is that it is an 
organism. It is not a building. Histo-
ry has proven that it has an amazing 
capacity to adapt to whatever situation 
it is placed under. Therefore, the ques-
tion is not whether the church will sur-
vive. Rather we must ask God to show 
us how to become more effective in an 
ever-changing world.” 
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Busy summer months for NCPO
   Wayne Guinn

Summer has brought a flurry 
of activity to the NCPO office. 
June turned out to be one of the 

most productive months in our his-
tory for church loans. We have been 
involved in projects in Michigan, Geor-
gia, New York, North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, Florida, North Dakota, Indiana, 
Texas, and Massachusetts. God’s bless-
ings are evident in the building expan-
sion of these churches.

Good reports are also being 
received from our new church plants in 
Arkansas, Kentucky, New York, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Ohio, Michi-
gan, Washington, New Mexico, Okla-
homa, Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Indiana. Pray 
for our church planters that God will 
continue to bless. Let me also encour-
age you, if you are not currently sup-
porting a new church plant, to prayer-
fully consider 
beginning to finan-
cially support one 
of our new church 
plants.

Plans are fall-
ing into place for 
our Ignite Church 
Planting Con-
ference at Bap-
tist Bible College 
Springfield and 
Boston Baptist Col-
lege. The dates 
for Springfield are 
October 26-27, 
2009. The dates for 
Boston are Novem-
ber 16-17, 2009. 
Why not make 

plans to attend one or 
both of these conferences 
and help us encourage the 
students about becoming 
future church planters! 
Look for a list of speakers 
and topics in next month’s 
Tribune.

Fall Candidate School 
is set for October 12-16, 
2009. It will be hosted 
by Sauk Trail Baptist 
Temple in Richton Park, Illinois, and 
Pastor Bruce Humbert. Please contact 
our office at bbfincpo@aol.com for more 
information and a registration form. 
You may also call (417) 889-1017.

“Upward Conference” is planned 
for October and will be co-hosted by the 
NCPO, the Mission Office, and the Tri-
bune. If your ministry has plateaued 
and you are looking for answers, this 

could be just what you need. 
This event is to encourage 
growth in the churches of 
the BBFI. A limited number 
of scholarships will be made 
available on a first-come 
basis. The cost of the confer-
ence will be $99 and the dates 
are October 13-15. Speak-
ers and topics will be in next 
month’s Tribune.

Bentonville, AR. - Philip, April, 
and their children are attend-
ing Mike Brinson’s Lifepoint 
Baptist Church regularly, 
thanks to a divine appoint-
ment, a newspaper article, 

ncpo director

Google, and the Baptist Bible Tribune.
The story began when Mike 

emailed a newspaper columnist some 
questions about a planned highway 
bypass in Northwest Arkansas. Mike 
explained he was starting a new 
church, and the columnist published 
an account of their correspondence. 
April read the column mentioning 
Mike and the new church, searched for 
more information using Google, and 
that directed her to the Tribune web-
site (www.tribune.org) where she found 
contact information for the Brinsons 
and Lifepoint.

Mike says, “Her husband Philip 
and family moved from Florida and 
have been searching for a church home 
for a few months. Since that Divine 
appointment, they have graced us with 
many visits and I have had the oppor-
tunity to visit with them in their home. 
They have made a commitment to join 
Lifepoint and help us reach North-
west Arkansas for Christ. God sees 
the big picture and is working in ways 
we could never imagine. We praise 
His name for calling us to start a new 
church.” 
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Summer is training time for BBC student interns

A lmost as soon as the final 
“Amen” was spoken at Baptist 
Bible College’s 2009 Fellowship 

Week events, the majority of the stu-
dents headed for destinations all over 
the world! Yes, I said the world! It used 
to be a common thing for students to 
complete their spring semester at BBC 
and then go home to work for the sum-
mer. But now it is becoming increas-
ingly common for students to accept 
challenges to experience ministry on 
a whole new hands-on level! We have 
students completing internships, short-
term missionary experiences, and min-
istry training times around the globe 
this summer. These students are being 
exposed to ministry in a brand new 
21st-century method that seems futur-
istic. Well, as we are quickly learning, 
the future is here!

First, I want to give an update 
regarding two of our students who were 
involved in a serious automobile acci-
dent on May 24 in Michigan. Many of 
you have been praying about this situ-
ation. Steven Crane and Cynthia Mur-
ray (the granddaughter of K.B. Mur-
ray) are both giving God the glory for 
their recovery from what could have 
been life-threatening injuries. Cyn-
thia’s crushed voice box was especially 
critical. She recently reported to us 
(in a strong voice) that she was doing 
great and the doctors are expecting 
continuing recovery. She loves to sing 
praises to God and prays she will be 
able to resume all of her singing min-
istries. Steve’s fractured knee cap is 
improving and he plans to resume his 
work for BBC’s security staff when he 
returns. Steven and Cynthia are both 
quick to say their lives are testimonies 
of God’s grace. Both believe God must 
have something special planned for 

them because He spared them through 
this accident. We believe that too! It is 
through ordeals like this that we real-
ize what is really important —the stu-
dents God will use in the future. 

We have students who have com-
pleted missionary experiences in Cos-
ta Rica and Colombia this summer 
through BBC’s field-training courses. 
Students are serving on mission fields 
in the Philippines, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Southeast Asia, Europe, and other 
countries of South America. Most of 
these interns are working alongside 
veteran missionaries. Kristin Sorrell 
is in the Philippines working with the 
Greg Lyons family. She has report-
ed that her experiences will forever 
shape her plans and preparations for 
her future ministry. That kind of testi-
mony is repeated over and over by our 
students serving God on these mission 
fields. 

I joke that many of these students 
training overseas have fallen so in love 
with their ministries that they don’t 
want to come back to America. In real-
ity, most of these students are even 
more determined to complete their edu-
cation and receive as much preparation 
in the classroom as possible. The past 
has taught us that they return more 
goal-oriented, focused, and commit-
ted to the process of their educational 
development. They know there is such 
a great need but they also recognize a 
huge need to be properly prepared to 
minister in this modern world!

We also have a large number of 
students working in camps and church-
es around the country. In fact, as I 
write this article, there is a group of 
high school campers on the campus 
of Baptist Bible College. This group 
of teens from New Mexico and West 

Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

view from bbc

BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

Texas are having a great camp experi-
ence here at BBC. But alongside the 
campers are our own students who 
have returned this week because they 
are doing internships in these vari-
ous churches. Will Hamlet is doing 
an internship in New Mexico leading 
up to his wedding later this month in 
Arkansas. Mike Petracca is interning 
at his home church in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Mike Ziegler is here this 
week while doing an internship in Des 
Moines, Iowa. Daniel Jarvis is back on 
campus while doing an apprenticeship 
in Lubbock, Texas. 

Next week, Baptist Bible College 
will host a LIFT Camp on our campus. 
There will be approximately 200 camp-
ers here for that event. But along with 
those visitors there will be a host of 
BBC students returning as counselors 
and interns in the many churches rep-
resented. BBC’s own Rec Team will be 
serving with the camp. This further 
shows the number of students who are 
investing their summer in the service 
of our Lord. They are being stretched to 
do more than they thought they could 
do, yet, they are being blessed more 
than ever. 

These are just a few examples of 
the many practical, hands-on, minis-
try experiences our students are hav-
ing this summer. The sun does not set 
on the ministry of Baptist Bible College 
this summer because of the worldwide 
outreach of our own students. They 
are scattered everywhere having the 
learning experiences of a lifetime! I am 
eager to hear their testimonies when 
they return in August. Praise the Lord 
for the great things He is doing in and 
through the students of Baptist Bible 
College!
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N  E  W  S
view from boston
David Melton  | President | Boston Baptist College

It’s been a rainy summer...so everything’s growing

S     oggy. Wet. Puddles. 
Probably the best way to 

describe this summer in New 
England. For those of you who have 
had triple-digit heat, you feel no sym-
pathy for me — even if your heat is 
a dry heat. For us, this has been the 
summer of tall grass. It just stays wet, 
so we can hardly get the mowers out. 
I look out the window now and the 
front oval on campus is not neat and 
pretty. But the guy’s lawn across 
the street is no better. Rain rules 
right now.

Tall grass can be a bit annoy-
ing. But it is a sign of health! I like 
to see things grow. As a pastor and 
college leader, growing is what I 
want. Not all growth is pretty, but 
it sure beats what happens in the 
other seasons.

Here in Boston I am privileged 
to be watching growth. All kinds of 
it.

More and more churches are 
joining the Boston team. I have 
been saying it over and over again; 
this effort that we share together 
— to build a great ministry college in 
the midst of New England — where 
the gospel is about as scarce as any-
where in the U.S., this is a great task. 
But it is also a great privilege. I am so 
thankful that more and more of you 
are responding. Our number of giving 
churches continues to climb steadily. 
Now, our bottom line is not exploding, 
because I’ve heard from a number of 
pastors who are being forced to trim 
missions giving (temporarily) due to 
these tough financial times. But, we 
are growing our team. In response to 
that, I have had several pastors call 
or email to say that they are giving us 
a “raise.” That is so much appreciated 

as well as needed. Obviously, it is not 
cheaper to do the business side of a col-
lege than it was a few years ago. So 
just like all of us individually, institu-
tionally COLA (Cost Of Living Adjust-
ment) is not just a soft drink. For those 
who can and are doing more...thanks 
so much! We’re growing.

Our influence is growing. Just last 

week I got to see another of our gradu-
ates get ordained. How’s this story? 
A young man in a New England town 
gets invited by a friend to church. He 
goes. He knows right off the bat that 
he’s in a really different kind of church 
than the Catholic ones he had seen 
occasionally. He goes back again. He 
gets saved. His pastor, Dayton Burt, 
invests in him, grows him in faith, 
and then advises him to take some 
Bible courses at Boston Baptist Col-
lege. The young man eventually dives 
in and surrenders to ministry and goes 
to college full time. He graduates; he 
serves as an assistant pastor at Tem-
ple Baptist in West Bridgewater, Mas-
sachusetts, finds a godly wife. He gets 

ordained in the summer of ’09. You just 
met Jeff Francoeur. Like a lot of other 
Boston alums, he has joined the battle, 
winning people to Christ, helping to 
build churches. Making a difference. 
And I am meeting “Jeffs” all over the 
place — men and women who studied 
in Boston and who are now serving the 
Lord in a variety of places. If it takes 

a little rain to make things grow...I 
say, “Let it pour.” 

Even our student body is grow-
ing. I just finished a recruitment 
briefing...and we will be up again 
this fall. Our team is working hard 
all summer, just as they did all 
through the past year. And it is 
paying off. I look at a board on a 
wall and see names. I don’t know 
those young people yet, but I see 
Jeff from Michigan, and Ryan from 
Massachusetts, and Grace from 
Texas, and Katie from Pennsylva-
nia, and a whole bunch more. They 
are on their way to Boston! They 
will study with us, travel the world 
with us, serve with us, and they 
will grow! New students come to us 

with a desire to serve the Lord. When 
they leave four years later, we’ll have 
them loaded with everything we can 
give them to do the job well. Four years 
of rain. A lifetime of service.

Well, now I am feeling better about 
the weather forecast. There are some 
clouds (some of them are dark) liter-
ally hovering over our campus. I would 
prefer to see the sun today, but I’m not 
in charge of the weather. I am ready 
for the guys to cut the front lawn and 
trim and edge and all that stuff. I like 
the neat, trim, tidy look. But the rain 
keeps coming and coming and coming.

But so does the growth.
Open the heavens. Bring it on.
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belize Dan & Vicky Weaver

The other day, my wife received a call informing us that 

Jose had a heart attack and died. My heart was broken. 

Jose was my mechanic and also a close friend. I met him 

several years ago. I began bringing our vehicles to him for 

repairs and as time went on, our friendship grew. One day I 

stopped by the shop to have him look at my truck, but there 

was nobody there. I walked through the building to the back 

of the shop, and there, sitting in a chair all alone, was Jose. 

I sat down beside him and we began to talk. Within a few 

minutes, we began talking about heaven. I asked him if he 

was going to heaven. He said, “I sure hope so.” I asked him 

if it would be okay if I showed him what God said in the Bible 

about how a man can be sure he is going heaven. I read 

some Scriptures to him and then we 

talked some more. Finally he said, 

“Mr. Dan, in all my life no one has 

ever shown me those things. You 

asked me earlier if I was going to 

heaven, and now I can see that I am not.” A few minutes 

later, there in the quiet of that back room, Jose knelt down 

beside his chair and trusted Christ. As he stood to his feet 

he gave me a big bear hug. “Thanks Mr. Dan, you’re a good 

friend,” he said. As I was leaving he called out to me, “Mr. 

Dan, you forgot your Bible.” “Keep it Jose,” I said. “There is 

a lot more good stuff in there you need to know.” 

Lisa, asked Christ into her heart! Pray for Lisa as she begins 

her walk with the Lord. She has a rough past and years of 

bondage to drugs and alcohol that pull at her. Living in a 

small village where everyone knows you and the only thing 

you know is going to the pub is going to be a very difficult 

transition. Lisa has two children, Liam, 13, and Sasha, 11. 

We are committed to helping this family be restored and 

healed, and are hopeful that Lisa will allow God to be glori-

fied in her life as she walks in obedience. What a testimony 

her life could be to our village!

A little more than two years ago, we 

led Delyth to the Lord. She has been 

very faithful and has a real heart for 

the Lord. She’s been baptized, gone 

through our discipleship program, is in-

volved in one of our weekly ladies’ Bible 

studies, and also serves each Sunday 

doing our Welsh scripture reading. One of Delyth’s constant 

prayer requests has been to see others in her family saved. 

On March 30, her prayers were answered — her daughter, 

walesKevin & Kim Davis

germany Wilhelm & Sandra Falk

Renee has been coming to our services since 2004. Gordon 

Pulley led her to the Lord. Renee got married when she was 

young. She married a Muslim and had a daughter, Jasmine. 

When her daughter was two years old, her husband disap-

peared with their daughter. She did not know where they 

went. She began searching, but had no success. When she 

got saved, she began asking us if we would consider pray-

ing that the Lord would move her daughter’s heart some-

how to give a sign of life. So we began praying diligent-

ly. It has been four years now. But two 

months ago, Renee received a call from 

her daughter. Last time she saw her was 

24 years ago. Jasmine is now married 

and has a little girl, Sarah, who is three 

years old. In June, Renee went to visit 

Jasmine, her husband, and granddaughter in Dubai. What a 

blessing! God is faithful, and he answers prayer. 

could save him. The next day, he came up to me at lunch 

and told me, “I went to bed last night but woke up after a 

short time and spent most of the night meditating on what 

you told me.” I am going to send Yihya an Arabic Bible this 

week. Pray for his salvation.

On a recent trip, we had an Arab bus 

driver named Yihya. We developed a 

special bond. One evening, Susie and 

I were able to sit down and witness 

to him for three hours. He was visibly 

moved by the gospel, knowing that none of his good works 

spainSteve & Kelli Mowery
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pulled out, a friend called her and said, “Come to camp with 

me.” So she came. Without me saying anything about God 

yet (other than praying in front of her before I ate at din-

nertime), she said, “I am looking for God. I haven’t used 

drugs in five days, and for me that is good, but I know I 

need help.” Pray that Fabiola will find Christ and exchange 

her old life for a new life in Christ.

Fabiola is a friendly talkative 16-year-

old. Her mother and father are drug 

addicts and her mother offers services 

to men, as Fabiola put it. Fabiola has 

been using drugs since she was 12 and 

she left her home because her parents are abusive. Her sis-

ter tried to kill herself twice and Fabiola just didn’t want to 

be around that stuff anymore. A half hour before the bus 

mexicoAllen & Aase Owens

scotland Rick & Cheri Moeller

Twenty years ago, I led Sibusiso and Phindi Makhanya to 

faith in Jesus Christ. Cheri and I discipled the couple, and 

then for 14 years, Sibusiso pastored the first church that 

he and I planted together in South Africa, the Osizweni 

Bible Baptist Church. Sibusiso is a high-character man 

with great leadership ability and talent. He has led many 

of his own people to faith in Christ. He truly loves his Lord. 

The Osizweny church never had the financial capability to 

support a pastor full time. So, Sibusiso was a teacher and 

“trainer” for the South African government and several in-

ternational corporations. One corporation saw his potential 

almost a year ago and transferred him to the city of Durban 

to work with their agents. After much prayer, Sibusiso re-

signed the Osizweni church and turned 

it over to Sipho Inkosi, whom he had 

discipled (his brother-in-law). After 

Sibusiso sold his home and moved his 

family, the economy dropped drasti-

cally. His employers reneged on their promises and elimi-

nated his position. So, in these rough economic times, he is 

without a job. But, as always, Sibusiso has been willing to 

be used by God. He volunteered to lead the Hammarsdale 

work when Cheri and I had to leave South Africa. The Lord 

is really blessing him there. In the last two months, 16 

people have been saved and three baptized. Once again, 

Sibusiso’s qualities are shining through.

death, he was one of the orphans in Lithuania we had re-

peatedly tried to reach. But sadly, he rejected the gospel 

in favor of the temptations and deceptions of the world. 

Intellectually, we can say we tried, but spiritually and emo-

tionally we grieve for yet another lost soul. I can still see his 

smile and hear his voice, but I can no longer help him.

We don’t know the lies that were 

whispered as he secured one end of 

the rope, nor the untruths that were 

communicated as he slipped his head 

through the noose. One thing is for 

certain, Darius was listening to the wrong ones as he made 

his plunge into eternity. Just 22 years old at the time of his 

portugalMark & Michele Hale

australia Tony & Julie Sullivan

Ron is in his early 70s and was recently saved. He continues 

to grow and makes conscious efforts to get into God’s Word 

and learn all that he can. Ron told me, “If I am going to be a 

Christian, I need to know what the Bible says.” He has now 

completed the Old Testament and is halfway through the 

New Testament. However, Ron and his wife are doing more 

than just reading. A couple of weeks ago, we arrived at our 

rented facility for services and the locks had been changed 

without notice. I started calling peo-

ple to let them know about our situ-

ation. When I phoned Ron, he im-

mediately suggested we come to his 

place and meet on his back porch. So 

off we went. The Lord gave us a good time of Bible study, 

discussion, and fellowship, and He used a new believer to 

make it all happen.
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Fundamental Baptist Church and 
Pastor Gary Miller celebrated the 
church’s 75th anniversary with spe-
cial services June 27. More than 330 
attended the morning service that 
featured a sermon preached by former 
pastor S. G. Hancock, a historical re-
view of the congregation, and a dinner.

Miller presented Hancock with a 
plaque honoring him for his 30 years 
of leadership in the Palmer church. 
Another former pastor, Keith Bassham, 
now editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune, 
sent a video greeting in which he dis-
played his ordination certificate present-
ed by Fundamental Baptist in 1976.

The church began in 1934 when 
Evangelist J. C. Johnson was passing 
through town to conduct a revival in 
a nearby community. Passing Palmer 
each day for two weeks, he decided 
to ask permission to hold a meeting. 
There was no electricity, and the people 
sat on split logs, but by the end of the 
two-week meeting, more than 30 people 
had been converted. The new church 
acquired the land they had been using 
for the impromptu revival and began 
work on a permanent structure which 
was completed in 1935 on the site of 
the present auditorium.

The first official service was held 
June 17, 1935 with about 50 members 
present. Another building was finished 
in 1944, and it became a Sunday school 
building when the current auditorium 

was dedicated in 1975. Since then the 
church has added newer buildings and 
a family life center (2004).

Gary Miller, who had served 
as an assistant pastor to Hancock, 
was called to be senior pastor upon 
Hancock’s retirement in 2007. 
Fundamental is the sending church for 
BBFI missionaries Bill and Quessie 
Harvey, and currently supports 103 
missionaries and mission projects. 
They completed their 38th faith prom-
ise mission conference this year.

Fundamental Baptist celebrates 75 years
Palmer, TX

Pastor Gary R. Miller presents a plaque 
to former pastor S. G. Hancock.
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Recently, Overflow Student Ministry, 
the high school ministry of Winter 
Haven Baptist Church in Winter 
Haven, Florida, pastored by Mark 
Hodges, took a week and a half mis-
sion trip to minister with Missionaries 
Jason and Nadia Kratochvil in 
Managua, Nicaragua. Youth Pastor 
Nathan Braymer says the group expe-
rienced firsthand the hard work that 
goes into a new church plant in a for-
eign country. 

While in Nicaragua, the Winter 
Haven group spent two days painting 
murals in classrooms of the newly-
renovated Iglesia Bautista Esperanza 
in Managua, participating in visitation 

with the church members to promote 
the children’s festival, and had hands-
on ministry experience at the festival. 
The children’s festival had over 100 
children in attendance, and the Winter 
Haven group participated in face paint-
ing, performing as clowns, a karate 
demonstration, crafts, making balloon 

Winter Haven teens minister in Nicaragua
Springfield, MO

animals and caricatures, and Bible 
lessons. “Working side by side with 
the people of Nicaragua to achieve the 
same goal of reaching kids was a great 
experience,” says Braymer. 

The group also took part in a youth 
event at a local sports camp where 
Braymer spoke to about 40 teens. Of 
the Kratochvils, Braymer states, “Jason 
and Nadia have done an excellent job 
in their first term as missionaries. 
They have established a church that is 
reaching their community for Christ, 
are working now to develop the man 
that will be taking over that ministry, 
and working with another national to 
take with them as they start their next 
church.”
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Lighthouse Baptist and Bevan mark 5th year
Chillicothe, OH

On May 17, Lighthouse Baptist Church 
and Pastor Ryan Bevan celebrated their 
fifth anniversary. They had a record at-
tendance of 1,018, 210 being first-time 
visitors. For the occasion, the church 
rented the Ohio University, Chillicothe 
branch, Shoemaker Center. The day con-
sisted of a concert with the Mike LeFe-
vre Quartet, a steak and baked potato 
dinner, inflatable games for the kids, 
and services praising God for His work. 
Twenty-four accepted Christ as Savior 
that day with more after follow-up visits 
were made. 

	Bevan, his wife, Sarah, and their children arrived in 
Chillicothe to plant a new work in August of 2003. They were 
sent by Bible Baptist Church of Wilmington, Ohio, and Pastor 
Kelly McInerney. 

Lighthouse was a church plant project of the Ohio Baptist 
Bible Fellowship. The mission began with 8 people meeting in 
a hotel conference center. The church was established in Janu-
ary 2004 with 45 charter members. Since their inception, they 
met in three other buildings before purchasing the present 
church facilities with over 21,000 square feet and 15.5 acres.

	“What has the LORD done in the last 5 years? Average 
attendance from 8 people to 425, over 2,000 saved, more than 
5,000 visitors, over 500 baptisms, offerings that have grown 

from $700 to over $10,000 a week, 21 monthly mission proj-
ects, lives changed, families restored, marriages saved all to 
the glory of God,” says Bevan. “The Lord has made this pos-
sible through the prayers and support of the Baptist Bible Fel-
lowship and the sending and supporting churches within the 
Fellowship. Praise the Lord that He is still building churches 
today!”
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Twenty-six adults and student from Seminole Baptist 
Temple, pastored by Don Baier, went to Santo Domingo, 
Ecuador, June 7-14 to help BBFI missionaries Joe and Sylvia 
Wells. The group consisted of two teams: a construction team 
which laid tile for a local church, and a drama team which 
presented a wordless drama to over 3,500 people. Chris 
Highfill, Seminole’s youth pastor, said, “God went way be-
yond our expectations as to how He would move in Ecuador, 
and He blessed us with being able to see over 800 people ac-

Seminole Baptist sends team to Ecuador
Springfield, MO

Murray retires after 42 years at Millington Street 
Winfield, KS

Friends, family, and church members 
gathered on May 31 to honor K. B. 
Murray with a retirement celebration. 
The City of Winfield proclaimed the day 
“K. B. Murray Day.” At the celebration, 
several people whose lives had been 
influenced by the couple gave testimony. 
Murray was given a notebook of letters, 
cards, and notes of appreciation from 
around the world and the church gave 
him a number of gifts. The service was 
concluded with honoring Murray with 

the title of pastor emeritus. Dan Inman 
of Lincoln, Nebraska, was the guest 
speaker and special music was provided 
by the Murray family. Jeff McCaskill, 
formerly an assistant to Murray, became 
pastor of the church.

The week before his retirement the 
Winfield Courier, a local newspaper, 
published a story about Murray and the 
church. Murray told the interviewer, “It 
has been my privilege to pastor some of 
the most wonderful people to ever walk 
this earth. All I’ve tried to do is the right 

thing and get the Word of God out. I’m 
just a vessel used to a small extent to 
bring about all the glory that belongs to 
God. God never promised the journey 
of serving him would be easy, He just 
promised it would be worth it.”

K. B. Murray graduated from 
Baptist Bible College in Springfield, 
Missouri, in 1961. His first pastorate 
was at Bible Baptist Church in Stillwa-
ter, Oklahoma. He also was the pastor 
of Bible Baptist Church of Neodesha, 
Kansas, before accepting the pastorate 
of Millington Street Baptist Church in 
Winfield on September 20, 1967. Over 
the past 42 years, Murray has been a 
faithful preacher, servant, and friend. 
He has led the church to strongly sup-
port worldwide missions and Baptist 
Bible College. In 1988, he became the 
National Secretary for the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship and served in that position 
for the next 14 years. In 2000, he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from 
Baptist Bible College and Louisiana 
Baptist University for his lifetime of 
ministry. 

cept Jesus Christ as their Savior.” As a result of the trip, two 
students surrendered to full-time mission work. “After every 
activity I hold, I wonder if it made an impact for the cause of 
Christ,” says Highfill. “I have returned with a new perspec-
tive. I truly believe that nothing can change the culture of 
your student ministry like a mission trip.”
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Mick celebrates 25 years at Bangor Baptist
Bangor, ME

Bangor Baptist Church celebrated 
Pastor Jerry Mick’s 25th anniver-
sary in the ministry on April 4. To 
celebrate, the church held an open 
reception for members and friend. 
They also gave Mick and his wife, 
Jane, a trip to Hawaii as a gift of ap-
preciation.

Mick began as a teacher at Ban-
gor Christian Schools in 1984, after 
graduating from Baptist Bible College in 1982. He served in 
numerous capacities until August 1997 when he became the 
senior pastor (see Tribune article “Bangor Baptist back in 
the black,” January 15, 2001). Under Mick’s leadership, the 
church has grown from approximately 375 in attendance 
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to its current weekly attendance of 900 
— becoming one of the largest Baptist 
fellowships in Maine and the New Eng-
land area. The church also operates 
Bangor Christian Schools serving ap-
proximately 300 students (accredited by 
the NEACS), two Christian radio sta-
tions (WHMX 50,000 watts and WHCF 
100,000 watts) reaching a large part of 
Maine and the Canadian Maritimes, 
and a Godparent home for unwed preg-

nant teens. The ministry is debt free and has buildings and 
properties valued at $9 million. Bangor Baptist Ministries has 
an annual budget exceeding $3 million and employs approxi-
mately 60 people. The Sunday services are heard weekly over 
WHCF radio. 

BBC Class of 1959 holds 50th reunion
Springfield, MO

On May 13, the Class 
of 1959 of Baptist Bible 
College Class held their 
50th class reunion at 
Baptist Temple in 
Springfield, Missouri.
 

Photo by Tom Dye.
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Bible Baptist Church of Wilmington 
and Pastor Kelly McInerney celebrated 
their 14th anniversary on May 17 with 
the burning of the church’s mortgage. 
Nearly 1,700 people attended the 
morning worship service held at the 
Clinton County Fairgrounds with mu-
sical guests Gold City. 

Bible Baptist paid off a 20-year 
mortgage of $2 million 15 and a half 
years early, saving the congrega-
tion over $1.1 million in interest. 
The church is now debt free, with 32 
acres and buildings valued at more 
than $4 million. While the church is 
preparing for another building phase, 
leaders decided to focus on becoming 
debt free in this current economy. In 
May 2008, DHL announced the closing 
of their hub in Wilmington, laying 
off nearly 8,000 people in a town of 

Bible Baptist’s 14th anniversary, mortgage paid
Wilmington, OH

12,000. Though the church has lost 
some people to job relocation and 
transition, McInerney reports that 
the church is still averaging 950 
on Sunday mornings, and last year 
gave a record $270,000 to missions. 

Bible Baptist Church of  
Wilmington began in 1995 as a 
mission of the Ohio Baptist Bible 
Fellowship and has planted church-
es in Springfield, Chillicothe, and 
Marysville, Ohio, within the last 
eight years. A fourth church plant 
is planned for early 2010.
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With the Lord

Carl Hatch
Flower Mound, TX

Carl Hatch, noted evangelist, passed into 
glory June 14. Hatch was born February 15, 
1929, in Kennette, Missouri, to Luther and 
Viola Hatch. He was the youngest of seven 
children. 
	 Hatch served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War 
era. While working for General Motors in Flint, Michigan, 
he was saved June 8, 1955. He immediately began working 
for the Lord while attending Midwestern Baptist College in 
Pontiac, Michigan. 
	 Ordained into the gospel ministry September 7, 1957, he 
worked on the staff of Flint Baptist Temple in Flint, Michi-
gan. In the 52 years of ministry following, he was the pas-
tor of churches in Fresno, California, and Hialeah, Florida, 
founded Andrew Evangelistic Association, and had a minis-
try of 38 years of full-time evangelism, preaching in countless 
churches all over North America. 
	 He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Ruby, his chil-
dren, nine grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. A 
memorial service was held June 19, 2009, at Temple Baptist 
Church, Flower Mound, Texas. 

Dorothy (Mrs. Curtis) Thorpe
Odessa, TX

Dorothy (Mrs. Curtis) Thorpe rejoined her 
husband in heaven June 30, 2009. Mrs. Thorpe 
was born August 14, 1917, in Lima, Ohio. Be-
cause of her mother’s health the family moved 
to West Texas. She met Curtis Thorpe in 1935, 
and after a three months courtship they were 
married in Carlsbad, New Mexico, on August 31, 1935.
	 They both became Christians about that time. After grad-
uating from Bible Baptist Seminary in Fort Worth, Thorpe 
pastored in Fredonia, Kansas, for five years and then moved 
to Odessa to pastor Temple Baptist Church. (now Crossroads 
Fellowship) in 1947. They served there 52 years until Mr. 
Thorpe’s death in 1999.
	 The couple had two sons, Jerry and Paul. Jerry suc-
ceeded his father as pastor of the church upon his retirement. 
Eight years ago, two years following her husband’s death, she 
moved to Granbury. The Thorpes also have six grandchildren 
and ten great-grandchildren.
	 Mrs. Thorpe was a lady who served Jesus Christ and His 
church faithfully for over 70 years. Memorial services were 
held, July 3, 2009, at Crossroads Fellowship with Frank John-
son, Terry Chapman, Griffin Jones, and Rick Blue officiating. 
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Richard M. Schott
Anthony, KS

Richard M. Schott, vet-
eran BBFI missionary, 
passed from this life 
May 22. Schott was born 
in Anthony, Kansas, to 
August A. (Gus) and Ada 
M. (Krus) Schott on December 29, 1927.
	 He grew up on the family farm in 
rural Manchester, Oklahoma, and grad-
uated from Wakita (Oklahoma) High 
School. He joined the U.S. Army and was 
awarded for his sharp-shooting skills. It 
was during a military tour of duty that 
he first went to the Philippines.
	 On May 29, 1949, Richard and 
Mary Slaughter were married in Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Anthony, Kansas.
	 Saved in 1948, and surrendering 
to the ministry in 1950, he graduated 
from Baptist Bible College in Spring-
field, Missouri, in 1953 and served as 
pastor of several churches in the States 
before surrendering to the mission field 
in 1955.
	 In 1956, Richard and Mary went to 
the Philippines where they served for 
over 50 years. Richard also established 
a 4-year Bible institute to train full-time 
preachers and workers to start and grow 
churches, resulting in many strong Bi-
ble Baptist churches that are still mul-
tiplying today throughout the Southern 
Philippines.
	 In 2006, due to declining health, 
Richard and Mary left the Philippines 
and moved back to Anthony. For the last 
seven months, their home has been the 
Anthony Community Care Center. 
	 Richard is survived by his wife, 
Mary Ellen, four children, eight grand-
children, and two brothers.
	 Memorial services were held May 
26, 2009, at Central Baptist Church, An-
thony, with Anselmo Ingay officiating.

James R. “J.R.” Faulkner
Chattanooga, TN

James R. Faulkner fin-
ished his earthly minis-
try June 10, 2009. Born 
June 8, 1914, in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, 
he lived to celebrate his 
95th birthday.
	 In Charlotte in the 1920s and 30s, 
he was a dance instructor and perform-
er, entertaining audiences in variety 
shows throughout the region. He was 
employed in advertising sales for War-
ner Brothers and United Artists. He 
came to faith in Jesus Christ in 1937. 
	 Faulkner spent two years at Char-
lotte Bible Institute, and then enrolled 
in Bob Jones College, then in Cleveland, 
Tennessee, where he met Magdalene, 
his wife of 65 years.
	 After pastoring and serving with 
other Christian organizations and re-
vivals, he joined the faculty of Tennes-

Joseph M. Boyd
Schererville, WV

Joseph M. Boyd, age 92, 
went home to be with his 
Lord on Monday, June 
1, 2009. He was born in 
Jacksonville, Texas, on 
May 5, 1917. He earned 
his Bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M 
University. He earned many awards in 
football and was inducted into the Texas 
A&M Hall of Fame. He was twice an All-
Southwest Conference tackle and an All-
American his senior year. Boyd starred 
on A&M’s 1939 national title team, and 
excelled in both boxing and wrestling.
	 In 1943, he felt a higher calling 
on his life and surrendered to the gos-
pel ministry. He attended Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary and 

earned a Masters in Theology. Joe Boyd 
started and pastored three different 
churches in Texas. 
	 In 1975, he founded the Mt. Salem 
Revival Campgrounds in West Union, 
Virginia. Boyd taught Greek and evange-
lism at Hyles-Anderson College in Ham-
mond, Indiana, where he had received 
an honorary doctorate in 1976. For 62 
years, Boyd preached all across America 
and in many parts of the world.
	 His wife of 62 years, Edith Alice 
Cocke Boyd, has already passed. He is 
survived by two children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren.
	 Services were held June 12, 2009, 
at First Baptist Church, Hammond, In-
diana, with Jack Schaap and Johnny 
Colsten officiating. 

see Temple College at the invitation of 
Lee Roberson in 1946. In 1949, he be-
came associate pastor to Roberson, and 
in 1952 he was named vice president of 
Tennessee Temple, holding that post 
until retirement in 1985.
	 His demeanor and skill defined “the 
second man,” and his life provided an 
example to thousands in the ministry. 
He also had a large part in the growth 
of Tennessee Temple as it grew from a 
college to a university, and served as a 
founding board member of both Baptist 
International Missions and the South-
wide Baptist Fellowship.
	 He is survived by five sons and 
their wives, 17 grandchildren, 19 great-
grandchildren, two half-brothers, and 
many nieces and nephews.
	 A memorial service was held at 
Highland Park Baptist Church, Chat-
tanooga, on June 15, with David Bouler 
and Randall Faulkner officiating. 

Stories and testimonies from the life of Dr. John W. Rawlings are being compiled 
as part of his biography. Dr. John is 95 years old and still going strong. If you have a personal testimony and/or in-
teresting story concerning Dr. John, please contact the Rawlings family by emailing leapofaith@fuse.net or mailing to: 3350 
Easton Lane, Burlington, KY 41005.	

Thank you,			 
Kaitlyn Rawlings
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N  E  W  SN  E  W  SChurch Ads
Church ads are available to any BBFI church for $10 per issue.  

To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 Pastor 
Gary W. Shockley

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500 Airport 
Rd., Oxford, AL 36203, 256/831-3333 
www.trinityoxford.org. Pastor Bud 
Grinstead

• Maranatha Baptist Church, 
2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301 
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 6401 
E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, AK 99504, 
907/333-6535, www.ancbt.org. Pastor 
Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85031, 
623/247-5735. Pastor Ken Adrian

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
Oakhurst, At the corner of High-
way 49 and Redbud (location only), 
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist 
Tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90015, 213/744-9999. Pastor 
Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. sermon manuscripts 
at www.realconversion.com

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460 Palm 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/424-7870 
Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 301 
W. Whyte Ave., Roseville, CA 95678, 
916/728-5500 Pastor Brad Gunter

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 319 
West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016, 
626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org 
Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, 
CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor Michael 
Stoddard

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLORIDA
• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451 Dora 
Ave., Tavares, FL 32778, 352/343-0061 
Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Alta-
monte Springs, FL 32701, 407/831-0950 
Pastor Scott Carlson

• Eastland Baptist Church, 9000 
Lake Underhill Rd., Orlando, FL 32825, 
407/277-5858 Pastor Daniel Green

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 6000 
West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32808, 
407/295-3086 Pastor Steve Ware

• Winter Haven Baptist Church, 
1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL 
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D. 
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 33771, 
727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 7587 
Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32244. 
904/777-3040 Pastor Richard Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 
Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 34209, 
941-795-3767 Pastor R. C. Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33954, 
941-625-1273 Pastor William K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church, 3906 
Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL 32505-4107. 
850/432-6969 Sr. Pastor Robert Reierson, 
Co-pastor Allen Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 34788  
352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South 
14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 
904/261-5457  

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 War-
rington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 1703 
Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford III
www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 1400 
Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 30245. 
770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist Church 
and Academy, 8460 Hawkinsville Rd. 
Hwy 247), 3 miles north of Robins Air Force 
Base, Macon GA 31216. 478/781-2981 
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 94-1250 
Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797. 
808/677-0731 Pastor Steven C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411 
Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park, 
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce 
Humbert

IOWA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church
1690 Elm St., Suite 175, Dubuque, IA 
52001, 563/584-9040, Pastor Brian Miller
www.lighthouseofdbq.org

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist Church, 
1304 Millington St., Winfield, KS 67156. 
316/221-4700. Pastor K.B. Murray

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 1177 
Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 20774, 
301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. Mentzer

• Crossroads Baptist Church, 10290 
Old Columbia Rd., Columbia, MD 21045, 
410/309-6590 Pastor Robert Haas

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508-583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 Ran-
dolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402/435-4760. 
Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 2625 
E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 
856/863-0226,   Email:gardner07@com-
cast.net Pastor Danny Gardner
 

NEW MEXICO
• High Plains Baptist Church, 2800 
E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM 88101-8620. 
505/769-1382 Pastor Charles D. Miller

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Dan Burrell

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914 Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & Academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28314
910-868-5156, www.bbcfnc.org 
Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 W. Main, 
Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 937/444-2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., Norwood, 
OH 45212. 513/531-3626 Pastor Jerry 
E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N. 
Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044, 
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

OKLAHOMA
• Temple Baptist Church, 2200 
E. Oklmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74403. 
918/687-4793 Pastor Glendon Gray

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 S. 
E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 97027. 
503/655-9326 Pastor Ken McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 600 
Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917, 
401/231-1980 Pastor Archie Emerson

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Capital City Baptist Church, 
2243 Percival Rd., Columbia, SC 29223, 
803/738-1480 Pastor Paul Monroe

• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin
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The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your 

Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years’ experience 

rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe 

Gleason, 2256 E. Nora, Springfield, Missouri 

65803, for prices. (417) 865-3823.

Elementary School Positions Open-

LBS is needing 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 

teachers for school year 2009-2010. Ap-

plicants should have their Bachelor’s degree 

and be familiar with the A-Beka curriculum. 

Cost of living mandates that single teachers 

must be willing to apply together. Married 

couples must both be qualified to teach and 

likewise apply. All applicants must become 

members of Lanakila Baptist Church and be 

faithful in attendance. Hiring decisions will be 

completed by July 1, 2009. Send resumes to: 

Dr. Steven Wygle / Lanakila Baptist School / 

94-1250 Waipahu St. / Waipahu, HI 96797. 

Phone: (808)677-0731 or E-mail:  

lanakilabaptist@hotmail.com. Dr. Wygle will 

be in Springfield during the month of May and 

will take serious interviews.

Evangelist Ads

Don Brown • Beth-Eden Bible Camp 
10638 Ottawa Dr., Conway, MO 65632 Springfield  
office: 417.887.3396  Camp office: 417.589.6485 www.bethedenbiblecamp.com

Marc Cheney • Straight to the Heart Ministries   
318 Stonehenge Road, Winchester, VA 22601. Phone: 540.327.1288
www.marccheney.com

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries   
5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056. Phone: 469.384.2120  Cell: 469.964.9796     
Email: EvangelistRC@juno.com

Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379. 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com

Randy Hogue •  Randy Hogue Ministries
PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338  www.randyhogue.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
P.O. Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200  www.darttmusic.com

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117  www.olivetreeministry.org

Evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fel-
lowship Directory for $10 per issue. To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist Church, 
315 N. Burleson Blvd., Burleson, TX 
76028-3907. 817/295-4342 Pastor Terry 
M. Williams

• Temple Baptist Church, 4301 Thoma-
son Dr., Midland, TX 79703. 432/694.3634 
www.tbcmidland.com
Pastor Stephen Willis

VIRGINIA
• Community Baptist Church, Chantilly, 
VA, Washington D.C. area. 703/968-8871. 
www.cbc4me.org Pastor Mike Aylestock

• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 24572, 
434/929-1430 Pastor Brian Hudson

WEST VIRGINIA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, U.S. Rt. 
60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/736-8006 
Pastor Jerry Warren

Church Ads (cont)

TEXAS  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., Mesquite, 
TX 75150. 214/391-7176 Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602 Manco 
Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067. 972/436-3493 
Pastor Dick Webster

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, Wright 
City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 Pastor 
Richard G. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor Tim Thompson 

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 
77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill Campbell

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject to approval of the Baptist 
Bible Tribune. Advertising in the BBT does not necessarily imply the 
endorsement of the publisher. To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

Best Home Based Business Ever  
It’s fun, simple and very lucrative. Call 

828-685-7552.

Lose up to 30 lbs. in 30 days:  Doctor 

recommended, increase energy and endur-

ance. Defense against disease. Money back 

guarantee. Toll-free: (972) 845-3435.

WWW.DRARTWILSON.COM  Materials 

and history of Art Wilson’s 71-yr. ministry 

(5-time past BBFI president). A GIANT of the 

faith. Worthwhile.

Religious books for sale  List sent email 

dudley@dam.net. Evangelist Bill Dudley, 

1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417) 

532-2665. www.dudleyusedbooks.com.

Free income tax preparation for clergy 

and religious workers. Federal and state 

returns prepared and e-filing available. 

Faith-based ministry. www.ClergyTaxes.

com or Clergy/Taxes@aol.com. 

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 

P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766

(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com

www.swillingpublications.org

You Can Teach An Old Dog New 
Tricks a lighthearted 25 chapters of help-

ful hints for people in ministry leadership. 

Authored by Bob and Mary Lou Perryman. 

$5 (903) 429-3165, bandmperryman@

verizon.net.
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N  E  W  SAfterWords 

N EW ORLEANS (BP)--The Baptist Center for The-
ology and Ministry at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary has launched a new exhibit with 

downloadable digital copies of a series of rare theology doc-
uments.

The collection of 16th- and 17th-century documents, 
available at baptistcenter.com, includes articles written 
by Baptists and their critics.

“We want to make these rare original documents 
accessible to scholars of Baptist history and theology, 
wherever they are,” 
said Steve Lemke, the 
seminary’s provost 
who also directs the 
center. “In addition to 
the 20 manuscripts we 
currently have posted, 
we will be adding more 
documents in the next 
few months.”

Some of the 
earliest pamphlets 
available online 
include a critique of 
Anabaptists written by 
Philipp Melanchthon 
dated 1528 and a 
sermon by Martin Luther from 1532. Also offered are 
negative critiques of Baptists by Eberhardus of Cologne 
in 1536, Robert Some in 1589 and Lucas Osiander the 
Younger in 1607.

Most of the pamphlets for and against Baptists in the 
collection were written in the 1640s by authors including 
John Tombes, Andrew Ritor, John Etherington, Richard 
Barnard (Dwelphintramis), Daniel Featley, Robert Fage, 
William Hussey, Jasper Mayne, Friedrich Spanheim, 
Stephen Marshall, Thomas Bakewell and Thomas Blake.

Lloyd Harsch, associate professor of church history 
at NOBTS, specializes in Baptist heritage and has been 
digitizing the rarest and most important pamphlets 
from a collection recently rediscovered in the seminary’s 
archives.

“John T. Christian, a church historian and the 
original librarian at the NOBTS, gathered these 
pamphlets during his travels, collecting documents 
relating to Baptist beliefs and origins,” Harsch said.

Christian assembled hundreds of rare publications 
from Europe and North America. The works document 
the theological and ecclesiastical battles that waged 

Rare Baptist-related documents now online     By David F        	
			        

during the era, including pamphlets that are for and 
against the Baptist position.

Although the documents were displayed in the library 
at one point, they were packed away and forgotten in some 
long-overlooked boxes. But an NOBTS library staff member 
rediscovered the rare works while cleaning a storage area a 
few years ago.

Wanting to preserve the rare pamphlets, Harsch 
applied digitization technology to the materials. The 
research and technology for the digitization effort and for 

a subsequent project related to Baptist 
confessions of faith were funded by three 
scholarly grants.

In 2003-04, Harsch and Stan 
Norman received a research expense 
grant from the Lilly Theological Research 
Program of the Association of Theological 
Schools titled “New Perspectives on 
Ancient Ideas: A Critical Analysis of Rare 
Theological Writings on Baptist Life and 
Thought.”

The funding for the digitization came 
through the 2006-07 theological scholars 
grant from the Lilly Theological Research 
Program titled “Out of Many Fellowships, 
One Family of Faith: The Collection and 
Digitization of Baptist Confessions of 

Faith,” and from an Ola Farmer Lenaz grant in 2007-08 
(an in-house faculty research grant) titled “Digitizing Rare 
Baptist Historical Documents.”

Although delayed by Hurricane Katrina, Harsch 
spent more than a year studying digitization techniques 
and methods at the University of North Texas in order to 
produce the best electronic versions of the rare pieces.

“The digitization process will preserve these rare 
pamphlets in a stable format and make them widely 
available via the Internet,” Harsch said. “Some of these 
may be the only copies extant today, or one of only a few 
hard-to-find copies. Once the pamphlets are online, people 
will have access to digital copies of the actual original 
work.”

In addition to adding more old pamphlets relating 
to Baptists and Anabaptists, the center also intends to 
display digitized copies of key Baptist confessions of faith, 
another aspect of Harsch’s research.

“Our goal is to make these hard-to-find original 
documents accessible to scholars all over the world in 
order to promote the study and appreciation of our Baptist 
heritage,” Lemke said.
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Children’s
SEEDS

FAITH
OF

Host a seminar at your church this fall! 
Contact your RBP Regional Manager today . . . 

888-588-1600, ext. 894 
E-mail: awilson@garbc.org

888-588-1600, ext. 898 
E-mail: dshaw@garbc.org

888-588-1600, ext. 872 
E-mail: rmartello@garbc.org

888-588-1600, ext. 893 
E-mail: tcorbett@garbc.org

 practical tips
 innovative ideas

 focused plans

NEW!


