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O n  t h e  t a b l e 

Last month in this column I spoke of the Shaking of the Nations, 
and I wondered what “shaking” might take place before I wrote 

again. I did not know the shaking would be so literal.
Around 3 p.m. local time, Friday, March 11, there was an earth-

quake about 100 miles off the east coast of northern Honshu Island, 
Japan. Earthquake, indeed. It was nearly in a class of its own; a 
magnitude 9.0, meaning the quake released 8,000 times the energy 
generated by the New Zealand earthquake (recorded at 6.9) last 
month. That makes it the largest instrumentally recorded earth-
quake ever for Japan.

And while the quake itself was responsible for comparatively 
little damage (Japanese engineers know how to build to withstand 
an earthquake), the resultant tsunami has devastated areas of Japan, 
changed its coastline, and triggered emergencies in several nuclear 
reactors on the island nation. The recorded death toll at present is 
not large, but we expect to learn that tens of thousands of lives were 
lost when the final tallies are made.

At press time, all our BBFI missionaries have reported they are 
safe, and at least one of our indigenous Tokyo pastors says all is well 
for them so far. However, the need for relief, prayer, and help will be 
massive. Accordingly, the BBFI Mission Office has set up a Japanese 
Tsunami Relief account, and contributions can be sent directly to:

BBFI Mission Office
PO Box 802757
Kansas City, MO 64180-2757
Be sure to designate your gift to Japanese Tsunami Relief. These 

funds will be directed toward BBFI missionaries and churches in 
Japan to use in their relief and outreach efforts.

As promised, this issue contains a photographic report of the 
first ever International Fellowship Meeting of the BBFI. While you 
could make the case that the BBFI is U.S.-centric — it’s organiza-
tion, elected leadership, and general orientation toward Fellowship 
life all are very much American — I think this meeting showed us 
something. I can’t remember the last time a North American BBFI 
meeting attracted 3,000 people. I certainly have never seen a more 
responsive congregation in a fellowship meeting than the one I saw 
and heard in Cebu. And the focus was entirely on the Great Com-
mission. One participant from Manila was overheard to say, “I have 
never attended a meeting so Christ-centered as this one.”

Mind you, I did catch a few whiffs of local controversy in the 
sermons. But it was equally obvious that many came prepared to 
suppress their own agendas and preferences despite the potential 
for culture clash. I’m often reminded by well-meaning friends, “How 
can two walk together except they be agreed?” I respond, “They can 
agree to walk together.” Much of it depends on where they are going.

This I think is a great lesson for us back home. So many people, 
whose ancestors fought one another in so many places and times, 
have agreed to allow themselves to be united by the blood of Christ 
to obey the command of Christ. Something else to think about at 
Easter time.
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The power of vision

Helen Keller was asked one time what would be worse than being 
born blind. She quickly replied, “To have sight but no vision.”

Franklin Field reminds us that “poor eyes limit your sight; poor 
vision limits your deeds.”

“A blind man’s world is bound by the limits of his touch; an 
ignorant man’s world by the limits of his knowledge; a great man’s 
world by the limits of his vision.” — E. Paul Hovey

We talk a lot about vision and know how important it is to 
our ministries. Barna once said that vision is a mental picture of a 
desired future. It is a picture that can be seen of what is not yet, but 
of what can be. It is not what we are but what we desire to become.

No organization can survive without vision. Apart from vision, 
individuals will perish. Without vision our children will perish; 
without vision communities will perish; without vision churches 
will perish; without vision societies will perish; without vision lost 
souls will perish.

Vision will turn lukewarm, lazy, sleeping church members into 
red-hot, living soldiers in the grand cause of changing a generation. 
Vision gives us stability, guidance, joy, and excitement. The God-
given vision will bring glory to God and fit us into His eternal pur-
pose. A true vision from God is not self-seeking, but praises God and 
brings glory to Jesus Christ. I believe one of the great things about 
the BBFI is our vision.

The official Dictionary of Foreign Words, issued in 1951 by the 
then Soviet government, describes the Bible as “a collection of dif-
ferent legends, mutually contradictory and written at different times 
and full of historical errors, issued by churches as a ‘holy book.’” It 
makes me mad just reading those words! We believe we have the 
inspired and preserved Word of the living God not some book of 
fables. Let’s preach it! And let the great truth of the Word build 
vision in us and in our churches and in our Fellowship.

Our vision can keep us connected to each other. Vision 
will place us in one accord. Vision will help us accomplish more  
together than we can individually. I have a great vision for the BBFI. 
We have a great heritage to build on and a great future, but we will 
need to work together.

Let’s work with our missionaries to distribute 100,000 Bibles by 
December. Let’s build our state fellowships by each pastor encour-
aging one other pastor to get involved. Let’s renew a commitment 
to evangelism by having at least one message in each state and 
national meeting focus on personal evangelism. Let’s pray that each 
church will be a sending church for a missionary. Let’s pray that the 
Lord will direct us to cities that need a church and plant one there.

Let’s work together and share a common vision to do some-
thing great for the Lord!

p r e s i d e n t i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e

  by Linzy Slayden | President | BBFI

The adventure of 
church planting

In previous articles, we have given you testimonies and stories of 
how the NCPO has helped church planters, state fellowships, estab-

lished churches, and dying churches. This month, we are excited to 
tell you about a new church plant in New Orleans. We have asked our 
church planter, Chris Housewright, to tell you about it.

An Adventure Story
I have always enjoyed a good adventure story. It’s exciting to watch 
characters work through the twists and turns, finally making it to the 
end. But as great as adventure stories can be, it is even more thrilling 
to see God writing the chapters in my family’s story. The next step in 
our adventure is planting a church in the New Orleans area. 

Over the last several years, New Orleans has seen its share of 
devastation. Today, approximately 1.2 million people are living in 
the metropolitan area, and this city is still in need of Jesus! The only 
way they can be reached is if Christ-followers are willing to give or 
even go to start new churches. The Baptist Bible Fellowship recog-
nizes this need and has made multiple attempts to plant churches 
in the area, but none of these churches exist today. This is why God 
has called us to reach these hurting people.

Our family was approved by the National Church Planting 
Office in September 2010. While on 
deputation over the last few months, 
we have seen Christ provide in more 
ways than we could have imagined, 
and we plan to move to Louisiana on 
May 23, 2011. Although the generosity 
of churches and individuals has been 
overwhelming, and we are thankful 
for their partnership, we still have a 
ways to go. There are many personal 
and ministry needs that need to be met in order for us to make this 
transition. In April we will make one final visit to New Orleans to 
secure our housing as well as a school for our daughter. Addition-
ally, we need to secure facilities for our future church. Our plan is to 
launch GracePoint Baptist Church within four months of our arriv-
al. In order to make this happen, we must find the right location for 
this new ministry. Also, we are praying for a worship leader to take 
this journey of faith with us. We appreciate your prayers and finan-
cial support to help make this transition possible.

Perhaps God is leading you to partner through giving or going 
to help this church plant. I cannot wait to see what God has planned 
as He continues to write our adventure story. 

For ways to get involved in helping establish GracePoint Baptist 
Church, contact us at www.chrishousewright.com or 785-554-6821.

  by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

a r O u n d  t h e  b a p t i s t  b i b l e  f e l l O w s h i p  i n t e r n a t i O n a l

c h u r c h  p l a n t i n g
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Monday
9 AM   BBFI Executive Committee Meeting Mission Building

1 PM   BBFI National Director’s Meeting Mission Building

6:30 PM Evening service speaker: Linzy Slayden BBFI president and pastor of Friendship Baptist Church, Owasso, OK

Tuesday
9 AM   BBFI Business Meeting Field House

           Ladies Meeting Cafeteria

12 PM   Alumni Luncheon Cafeteria

1 PM   BBFI Mission Field Rep. Meeting Mission Building

6:30 PM Evening service speaker: Jerry Thorpe Pastor Emeritus of Crossroads Fellowship, Odessa, TX

Wednesday
9 AM    Missionary approvals
 Refuel: Student Ministry General Sessions
12 PM   Missionary luncheon Mission Building

7 PM    75th Anniversary Celebration of High Street Baptist Church
 (held at High Street Baptist: 900 North Eastgate Ave, Springfield, MO)

 Speaker: Jonathan Falwell Pastor of Thomas Road Baptist Church, Lynchburg, VA

Thursday
9 AM 61st Graduation Exercises Field House

 BBFI Golf Tournament Branson Creek Golf Club

Class Reunions
1962
Tuesday, May 10, 7:30 AM
Shoney’s
2731 n. Glenstone ave.
Contact: John Page at 
(417) 862-6478 or 
jcp6560@aol.com

1970 
Tuesday, May 10, 8:30-10 AM
Panera Bread
2535 n. Kansas expwy.
Contact: suegarard@aol.com or 
driscolhbma@usa.com

lodGinG
Ramada Oasis
2546 N. Glenstone Ave.
(417) 522-7725
$71 + tax

Holiday Inn
2720 N. Glenstone Ave.
(417) 865-8600
$94 + tax Sun-Thu
$79 + tax Fri-Sat

Comfort Inn & Suites
2815 N. Glenstone Ave.
(417) 869-8246
$75.99 + tax

Drury Inn & Suites
2715 N. Glenstone Ave.
(417) 863-8400
$89 + taxwww.GoBBC.edu
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An article by Robin Lloyd published 
on the Scientic American website 

debates why Americans still resist the 
consensus among research organiza-
tions that humans are warming the 
globe. A reader responded:

“Surely the 
question is, 
Why is Scientific 
American so ill-
informed on ‘cli-
mate change’?’ as 
it continually uses 
that term and 
‘global warming’ 
as if they were 
the same thing 
(hardly needs 
an Einstein to 
explain why they 
are not in any 
way equivalent) 
and has been 
totally sucked into the complete 
myth that science has anything at all 
to do with consensus. If consensus 
was in the least bit convincing as 
an argument we’d still be trying to 
track down phlogiston, measure the 
ether, and prescribing cigarettes as a 

Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

Scientific American asks why Americans are ill-
informed about climate change

good cold preventative. A rational/
reasonable/compelling argument is 
not now, nor has it ever been, the 
same thing as ‘what most rational/
reasonable/compelling think’. Science 
is not a democracy in which we’re 

asked to vote for 
the theory we like 
best irrespective 
of whether it can 
be proven or not. 
Nor is it a tyr-
anny in which we 
can be told what 
to think. If an he 
evidence is not 
conclusive and 
the speculation 
is, well, specula-
tion (and usually 
the worst kind 
of speculation — 
catastrophism!) If 
the evidence is 

there then present it unequivocated. 
If it is not (and largely it is not!) 
then fess up and go get it the good 
old fashioned way — repeatable 
experiment!”

Source: www.scientificamerican.com

France’s highest constitutional court on January 28 issued a decision in 
which it declined to legalize “gay marriage,” saying the issue is one for 

the legislature to decide.
In the ruling, France’s Constitutional Council said France’s current law 

defining marriage as between one man and one woman does not violate the 
country’s constitution.

“It’s not up to the Constitutional Council to substitute its assessment for 
that of lawmakers,” the court ruled, according to the Associated Press.

Ten countries recognize “gay marriage”: the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, 
Canada, South Africa, Norway, Sweden, Portugal, Iceland, and Argentina. 

Source: Baptist Press, www.bpnews.net

France declines to legalize same-sex marriage

674 
(45.1%)

117
(7.8%)167 

(11.2%)

253
(16.9%)

Based on a survey of 28 mainline Protestant 
hymnals, from the late 1800s through the 20th 

century, Christianity Today has listed the top 27 
worship songs that make the hymn book most 
often. Thirteen hymns appeared in all 28 hymnals, 
as well as nine others that appear in 27 of the 28 
hymnals, and five more that appear in 26 of the 
28 hymnals

The hymns below are grouped respectively 
based on the criteria above:

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name 
Come, ye thankful people, come 
Crown him with many crowns 
Glorious things of thee are spoken 
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty 
How firm a foundation, ye saints
In the cross of Christ I glory 
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Love divine, all loves excelling 
O sacred Head, now wounded 
When I survey the wondrous cross 

A mighty fortress is our God
All glory, laud, and honor 
Come, thou almighty King 
Just as I am, without one plea
Now thank we all our God
O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
O God, our help in ages past
O, worship the King all glorious above
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord

Christ the Lord is risen today!
Jesus, the very thought of thee 
Saviour, like a shepherd lead us 
The day of resurrection
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

Except for two hymns (“Jesus, the very thought 
of thee” and “The day of resurrection” both of 
which are very early), the average date of composi-
tion is 1810, meaning they truly have passed the 
test of time.

  Source: Christianity Today, March 2011

Christianity Today surveys 
hymnals, lists most-
included hymns
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50 years ago in the Baptist Bible Tribune

An Iowa high school wrestler with a 35–4 record gave up his 
chance at a state championship Thursday because he believes 

his faith forbade him from wrestling his opponent: a girl, reports 
The Washington Post. Homeschooled sophomore Joel Northrup, who 
competes for Linn-Mar High School, forfeited in the first round of 
Iowa’s state championship — giving female competitor Cassy Herkel-
man the victory. In a statement released by Northrup, the teen said, 
“I have a tremendous amount of respect for Cassy and Megan and 
their accomplishments. However wrestling is a combat sport and it can 
get violent at times. As a matter of conscience and my faith, I do not 
believe it is appropriate for a boy to engage a girl in this manner. It 
is unfortunate that I have been placed in a situation not seen in most 
high school sports in Iowa.” Iowa’s WHOtv.com reported Friday that 
Northrup was then bumped to consolation bracket after his default to 
Herkelman. According to a story in the Des Moines Register,  “Joel’s 
father is a youth pastor at Believers In Faith Church, a nondenomina-
tional church in Marion, as well as a volunteer chaplain with the Unit-
ed States Army.” Joel’s father told the Christian Broadcasting Network 
that his son “‘believes, based on his conscience and faith, that girls 
should be treated with dignity and respect — taking nothing away from 
those two female athletes [Megan Black also competed in the tourney, 
but Northrup did not face her] — but wrestling is a combat sport.”

     Source: Baptist Bulletin, www.baptistbulletin.org

Iowa wrestler concedes match 
rather than wrestle girl

Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

This was published in the April 21, 1961 edition of the Tribune.

The parade of paranormal entertain-
ment filling American screens — from the movie 

Paranormal Activity 2 to television shows such as Ghost 
Hunters, Psychic Investigators, and Paranormal State — is 
meeting an intense interest in otherworldly experiences, 
new research shows.

More than two-thirds of Americans have paranor-
mal beliefs, sociologists Christopher Bader and F. Carson 
Mencken of Baylor University and Joseph Baker of East 
Tennessee State University report in their new book 
Paranormal America from New York University Press.

And the interest is only expected to increase, 
scholars say, with the growth of immigrant popula-
tions more open to paranormal beliefs.

Not everyone is interested. Those with no 
religious beliefs, Jewish people  and the most 

committed Christians are 
among the least likely to believe 
in UFOs or psychics or Bigfoot.

But a generation of spiritual seekers 
is opening their minds and bank accounts 
to beliefs, practices, and experiences that 
are not recognized by science and not 
associated with mainstream religion. …. 
“What we can say with certainty is that 

we live in a paranormal America,” write Bader, Mencken 
and Baker. “Put another way, the paranormal is normal.”

Source: The Association of Religion Data Archives, www.thearda.com

Is paranormal the new 
normal in America?

On January 1, 2011, the oldest Baby Boomers 
turned 65. Every day for the next 19 years, 

about 10,000 more will cross that threshold. By 
2030, when all Baby Boomers will have turned 65, 
fully 18% of the nation’s population will be at least 
that age, according to Pew Research Center popu-
lation projections. Today, just 13% of Americans 
are ages 65 and older.

But don’t tell Boomers that old age starts at 
age 65. The typical Boomer believes that old age 
doesn’t begin until age 72, according to a 2009 
Pew Research survey. About half of all American 
adults say they feel younger than their actual age, 
but fully 61% of Boomers say this. In fact, the typi-

cal Boomer feels nine years 
younger than his or her 
chronological age.

Among Baby Boom-
ers, 43% say they are a 
“strong” member of their 
religion, a higher share than 
among younger adults and 
a lower share than among 
older ones. Four-in-ten say 
they attend religious ser-
vices at least once a week. 
Conversely, 13% say they 
have no religious affiliation, 
less than younger adults but 
more than older adults.

Source: D’Vera Cohn and Paul 
Taylor, Pew Research Center, http://
people-press.org/

Baby Boomers are 
retiring this year
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Awesome. 
Challenging. 
Unbelievable. 
refreshing. 
Like our meetings used to be. 
Huge blessing. 
Revealing. 
God honoring. 
Proud to be part of the BBFI. 

Above are just a few of the responses I 
received following the Global Fellowship 

Meeting of the Baptist Bible Fellowship 
International in Cebu City, Philippines. After 

two and a half years of planning and prayer, 
this is exactly what we were hoping from this 
first historic international meeting outside the 
United States.

God brought together people from all 
parts of the globe to celebrate the work of 
God through the efforts of the BBFI. The 23 
international speakers all shared the blessing of 
God upon them and their churches as a result 
of missionaries being sent from BBFI churches 
in the United States. They strongly expressed 
their gratitude for the free gift of Jesus that had 
been revealed to them, which they might not 
have heard about otherwise.

Great excitement permeated the entire 

meeting as we saw the fruit of our labors 
over the past 60 years. One of the speakers, 
a Cambodian missionary in Laos, is a great 
example of this. This speaker is the product of 
the work of a Filipino missionary in Cambodia. 
The Filipino missionary is a product of a church 
in the Philippines, which is a product of the 

The Baptist Bible Fellowship 
really is International       By Jon Konnerup, BBFI Mission Director
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work of one of our missionaries years ago. In 
fact, many were impressed when they realized 
that half the attendees were either pastors or 
missionaries from all around the world. The 
first service on Monday night had 3,100 in 
attendance. Every service of the week saw the 
church building packed, and on the last night 
over 3,500 were in attendance.

Other responses:
“I didn’t realize the BBFI had 
so much going on around the 
world.” 

“The leaders in our country 
must have a talk — we are not 
doing nearly enough in global 
missions.” 

“If they can do this in the 
Philippines, then we know 
God can do this in our 
country.” 

“We had such a wonderful time 
of fellowship, seeing long-time 
friends and meeting new faces, 
sharing the same faith and doing 
the same work for the lord.” 

“It is exciting to see the BBFI 
is truly international.” 

“i sure wish so many more could 
have been a part of this meeting, 
it changed my life.”

We saw firsthand that national fellowships 
are springing up across the world like islands 
of spotlights in a sea of darkness. These people 
want to be not only receiving nations but also 
sending nations. In all reality, missions is no 

longer only from the “west to the rest,” but from 
“everywhere to everywhere.” 

Does this mean our responsibility as 
Americans for missions is diminished or 
over? Not at all! It means we still have the 
same commission by God to reach the largest 
number of people ever to populate the world 
— but we are now doing this with others, our 
fruit, who have the same commission. The 
cool thing is they can go places many times 
we cannot. It is wonderful to see how God has 
raised up people and leaders from our 60 years 
of missions who can now reach people almost 
impossible for Americans to reach. It is all in 
God’s plan and we must embrace this.

Further reports and photos of the 
wonderful, historic meeting will be coming. 
Watch for them, and share in the blessings of 
God with those of us who were able to attend.

Hundreds of volunteers from the church helped see that all guests were taken care of.  Young people met airport 
arrivals with music and a friendly welcome, representatives manned a welcome desk at the hotel to coordinate detailed 
arrangements for the guests, greeters were on hand at the church, and everywhere there was a helpful and smiling face.
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Bible Baptist Church Associate Pastor Jun Lumagbas (below, at right) was 
tireless both in the preparation and execution of the meeting. He seemed to be 
everywhere at once — on the platform, directing visitors, conducting the choir 
(all of whose music was world class in every way), making announcements, 
promoting good will among the foreign visitors — and he made it look effortless.

In keeping with the international flavor, preachers from around the globe wore traditional garments from 
their respective nations, and the Japanese visitors formed a choir fully dressed in their distinctive style.
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BBFI officers, pastors, delegates, and Cebu meeting organizers enjoyed a visit with 
Cebu’s Mayor Michael Rama in his office the morning of the opening of the meeting. 

April 2011  |  Baptist Bible Tribune  |  11

The meeting provided opportunities for other ministries in the Philippines to gather supporters and participants. The Asian 
Baptist Clearinghouse (an indigenous missionary clearinghouse) held a luncheon in a local restaurant Wednesday for ABC 
missionaries, guests from the U.S., and supporters. Speakers and presenters briefly surveyed the progress of ABC and 
reiterated the ministry’s goals and vision for the churches of the Philippines and their missionary outreach.
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The host church and Pastor Armie Jesalva were ever-present reminders of the contribution of 
BBFI Missionary Bob Hughes to the ministry in Cebu, and to a great extent, this international 
meeting itself.  While Hughes was a traditional missionary — sent from a developed Western 
nation, focused on evangelism and church planting, etc. — his vision and execution was 
above the norm. When the massive crowds expanded beyond the space available, he laid 
out a plan to take the Bible to the streets, holding Sunday schools and evangelistic meetings 
throughout the city. He endeavored to print and to distribute one million Bibles, and he used 
media tirelessly. Though he died before his 50th birthday, his legacy lives on through those he 
discipled, through the Cebu church and their international ministry, and through his family. 
The church honored the family of Bob Hughes with a replica of the portrait that hangs in the 
Christian Hall of Fame in Canton, OH, and gifts of appreciation. Cindy (Hughes) Lyons, wife of 
Springfield, MO, pastor Eddie Lyons, spoke briefly to give the family’s thanks.

BBC President Jim Edge attended the Fellowship Meeting and 
brought Campus Chaplain Jon Slayden along with students Jared 
Barringer, D. J. Cabrera, Daniel Cox, Reuben Herrin, Blake Hunter, 
Brett Hunter, Marcus Mackey, and Caleb Moore, several of whom 
provided music for the meeting. Harold Payne of First Coast 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville, FL, led music for all the services.
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It was a time for recognition of 
pioneer BBFI missionaries who 
founded the churches from which 
many of the international delegates 
attended the meeting. Missionary 
veterans Jack Baskin, Elmer Deal, 
David Steffy, Boyd and Donna 
Lyons, Lavern Rodgers, and Richard 
and Kathleen Hester were among 
those present and honored.
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The theme “What if...?” is a common one 
in literature and movies, and even in our 

personal daydreams. What if we had made dif-
ferent choices or traveled the road not taken? 
What would be different if that one pivotal 
person had not entered our lives? The friends, 
mentors, job opportunities, triumphs, and 
tragedies have all been 
pieces of the puzzle that 
have made us who we 
are today. Paul said, “All 
things work together for 
good….” But what if one 
of those “things” had 
never been? No less a 
theological expert than 
Clarence, the would-be 
angel in It’s a Wonderful 
Life, said, “Strange, isn’t 
it? Each man’s life touches 
so many other lives. When 
he isn’t around he leaves 
an awful hole, doesn’t 
he?” But what if that “man” isn’t a man at all, 
but an institution — a Bible college made up of 
teachers and speakers and role models and stu-
dents who changed your world on a daily basis 
for four years during the formative days of your 
Christian walk and preparation for ministry? 
What would your world, your life, your walk 
with God, and your service for Him be like if 
Baptist Bible College had never existed?

First, let me acknowledge that God is sov-
ereign in the affairs of men and His plan for us 

has been in place since before the world began. 
But it is also true that He has chosen to use 
things and circumstances and people to accom-
plish His purposes. It is hard for me to imagine 
the impact on my own family if Baptist Bible 
College had never existed. Where else would 
a bookish country boy from East Texas (my 

father) have met up 
with a beautiful hill-
billy from Paducah, 
KY (my mother) 
and fallen in love? 
In a way, I owe my 
very existence to 
BBC. The friends 
and influences that 
my parents came 
in contact with 
while in Springfield 
set their lives and 
ministry in mo-
tion, creating the 
backdrop for my 

life as a child growing up as a preacher’s kid in 
a BBF church and thus having the privilege of 
personal contact with some of the greatest men 
of God of their generation — often sitting at 
our own dinner table.

My own experiences at BBC introduced 
me to some of my greatest role models and the 
mentors that shaped my life and ministry, not 
to mention the young lady who would become 
my partner in ministry for the last 28 years. The 
relationships I established while at Baptist Bi-
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ble College have provided a network of friends 
and resources over the years that have opened 
every door for ministry I have ever needed. The 
fact that some of those men are still serving 
faithfully on the faculty of the college gives me 
the confidence that my children are receiving 
the same benefit from BBC that I did so many 
years ago. 

I can see the impact that BBC has had on 
my parents’ lives and my life and ministry now 
beginning to show in the lives of my children. 
My daughter, Chelsea, whose testimony was 
that she majored in business at BBC because 
they wouldn’t let her major in basketball, is now 
on the mission field changing the world for 
Christ — because of contacts and relationships 
she established while at BBC. My son, Bobby, 
also a business major and a basketball player, 
has also caught the vision for seeing the world 
won to Christ during his four years on campus.

The question “What would our lives and 
ministries have looked like without Baptist 
Bible College?” is impossible to answer, but one 
thing is certain — it would have no resem-
blance to what it is today because the influence 
of Baptist Bible College is written all over it. 
And that fact motivates me to continue sup-
porting the school through times of transition 
and change, to participate in the process of 
honoring the past while preparing for the fu-
ture, and to find a way to be a part of the solu-
tion rather than a part of the problem. That way 
my grandchildren will never have to face the 
prospect of life without Baptist Bible College.

b a p t i s t  b i b l e  c o l l e g e                                 a l u m n i  a s s o c i a t i o n
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Trina Ogle-Achterman
Class of 1980 
B.S. Youth Ministries

Trina came to BBC in 1977 right after high 
school. Not knowing which direction God 
would take her, she enrolled in the Christian 
Education Department. Feeling a burden for 
youth, Trina later switched over and received 
her youth counseling degree. She met and 
married her husband, Greg Achterman, while 

attending BBC. She 
began attending 
Park Crest Baptist 
Church in 1978 and 
has served in various 
ministries while at-
tending PCBC under 
pastors Bob Per-
ryman, Gary Grey, 
and most recently 
Phil Housley. She 
has served in junior 

church, taught Sunday school classes, been a 
Bible study leader, and a high school counselor. 
Trina even went to youth camp the year she 
turned 50! Presently, she and Greg are coun-
selors in the college class and sing/play in the 
adult choir/orchestra. She is using her degree 
in her capacity as staff coordinator for a large 
local hospital-based childcare center. She hires 
and oversees 117 staff members that care for 
over 400 children weekly while their parents 
work at the hospital. Greg and Trina have been 
married 30 years and have two children, Kurtis 
and Karrisa, who are very dedicated to Christ’s 
work. Kurtis serves in the music ministry of a 
new church plant, Lifepoint Church in Ozark, 
MO. Karissa, who will become Mrs. Logan Pyle 
on April 16 of this year, also serves in ministry 
at Lifepoint. Trina says, “If it weren’t for BBC I 
would never have met Greg and stayed at Park 
Crest to serve, nor see my children serving the 
Lord with so much passion.”

Gary Phelps
Class of 1999
B.S. Pastoral Studies

Gary and Carolyn Phelps have been married for 
22 years and have three boys, Spencer (15), Gar-
rett (11), and Jackson (4). Right after graduating 
from Baptist Bible College in 1999, Gary started 
Cornerstone Baptist Church in Richmond, 
KY. The church initially met in the Phelps’s 
home, then moved to a meeting room in a local 
restaurant, and later to a conference room in a 
motel — where they met for over three years. 
Finally, Cornerstone was able to purchase 31 

acres of land and 
build the church 
building where 
they meet today. 
Gary was pastor at 
Cornerstone until 
2006 at which time 
he felt called to go 
back to his home 
church, Oak Hill 
Baptist Church in 
Somerset, KY, and 

serve as associate pastor. In August 2010,  
Harold Brown retired and Gary became the 
senior pastor. Gary has served as the secretary 
and vice president of the Kentucky Baptist Bible 
Fellowship and is actively involved in the state 
meetings, usually hosting the meetings once ev-
ery year or two. Currently Gary is working on his 
Master of Arts in Theological Studies through 
Liberty University’s online program. Gary has 
been on two mission trips, one to the Philip-
pines, and this past June, Gary and Carolyn led 
a group from their church to Kenya, Africa.

Sharon Panages Fenley 
Class of 1980
Business Certificate

Sharon has been actively involved at Park Crest 
Baptist Church since 1979. There she met her 

husband, Ed, while attending BBC. They were 
married in 1980. In 1981 she and Ed began 
working as counselors in the high school min-
istry with Dave and Bon-
nie Jones. They served 
for 10 years and then 
moved to the college 
class for five more years. 
In addition to those 
ministries, Sharon has 
been actively involved in 
the music ministry since 
1979 and is currently a 
member of the praise 
team. Sharon works as 
a paraprofessional with 
the Nixa School District in the Special Educa-
tion Department. They have three children. 
Their first born, Erica, is a graduate of St. John’s 
School of Nursing and is currently a nurse in 
the NICU. She is married to Adam Mariage 
(BBC graduate) and lives in Austin, Texas. Their 
son, Ethan, is getting married this summer 
and has future ministry plans. Their youngest, 
Brooke, is a junior in high school with eyes and 
a heart for full-time ministry. Sharon’s decision 
to attend BBC after high school has made a 
great impact on her life. She met her husband, 
had the opportunity to serve in Springfield, 
MO, and raised her children with a love for God 
and a heart for the ministry.

Rachel Dawsey 
Class of 2005
B.S. Music Education

Rachel came to Baptist 
Bible College in 2001 from 
Indiana. While at BBC, 
Rachel met her husband, 
Thomas Dawsey, and was 
married in June 2004. 
Since then Rachel has 
worked at Springfield 
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Music, starting as the education coordinator 
for their lessons program. For the last four 
years she has been the store manager. Rachel 
and her husband have been ministering at 
Sonrise Baptist Church under the leadership 
of Kevin Carson. While there, they have had 
the opportunity to serve in the music ministry, 
children’s ministry, and as small group men-
tors. During this time, Thomas has completed 
his Master of Arts in Biblical Counseling and 
Master of Divinity at Baptist Bible Graduate 
School. Over the past four years the Dawseys 
have been planning a church plant in Round 
Rock, TX, with Matthew and Michelle Breeden. 
They will relocate there this summer to start 
Southern Hills Baptist Church. When asked 
how BBC influenced her life, Rachel said, “BBC 
played a large role in my life and had a huge 
impact. I met the love of my life, my husband, 
at BBC. I met many wonderful life-long friends 
while at school; two of which are on our church 
planting team. I grew in my understanding of 
God and His Word while at BBC. One thing 
I have always appreciated about BBC is the 
wonderful interaction I was able to have with 
my professors, particularly the professors in 
the Music Department. They were always more 
than willing to take extra time to help me. 
Professor David Giles and his family were a big 
encouragement in my life. BBC also played a 
large role in encouraging the direction of our 
ministry. While at school we learned about the 
sufficiency of the Scriptures in dealing with 
life’s problems. The focus BBC has put on bibli-
cal counseling has encouraged us to develop 
a counseling center at Southern Hills Baptist 
Church. I have started my certification with the 
National Association of Nouthetic Counselors 
(NANC), where my husband is already certi-
fied.” Rachel and Thomas welcomed their first 
child, their daughter Avery, this February.

Jon Haley 
Class of 1995
B.S. in Theology
Joy (Daniel) Haley
Class of 1995
 A.A. in Business

Jon and Joy met and married while at Baptist 

Bible College and will celebrate their 18th an-
niversary in the summer of 2011. Jon earned 
his Master’s degree in Christian Leadership 
from Liberty University in 2008. They served as 

youth min-
isters for 
two years at 
Woodcliff 
Baptist 
Church in 
Austin, TX, 
from 1995 
to 1997. In 

1997, Jon and Joy went to work for Jon’s father, 
Mike Haley, at Hallmark Baptist Church in Fort 
Worth, TX. While there, Jon served as youth 
pastor and family pastor until October 2010. 
In November 2010, Jon became the pastor of 
Northside Baptist Church in Arkansas City, KS. 
Jon and Joy have two children, Blake (13) and 
Blaire (10). 

Jennifer Johnston Buttram
Class of 2000
B.S. Children’s Ministries

Jennifer married Keith Buttram in August 1999 
and served at Flat Creek Baptist Church in 
Cape Fair, MO, in their youth ministry. In July 
2000, God led the Buttrams to Orlando Baptist 
Church in Florida where Keith served for 
four years as the junior high youth pastor and 
they served on the staff of Orlando Christian 
Preparatory 
School. In 
May 2003, 
Keith and 
Jennifer 
moved to 
East Orlan-
do to serve 
at Avalon 
Church under Pastor Dale Brooks in the area of 
youth ministry. They were then led to Northern 
Virginia in August 2004 to serve full time in 
youth ministry. Keith and Jennifer moved to 
Springdale, AR, in March 2006 to serve as youth 
pastor at Keith’s home church, Temple Baptist 
Church, under Pastor Don Elmore, where they 
continue to serve. Jennifer serves as fundraising 
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coordinator for mission trips and she and Keith 
work with the teens. God has provided Jennifer 
with the opportunity to visit the Philippines 
and Keith to visit Brazil and Ecuador. These 
mission trips broadened the Buttram’s world-
view and changed their perspective in regard 
to missions and missionaries. This summer 
Keith and Don Elmore will lead a mission trip 
to Kenya where Keith will have the opportunity 
to see the World Hope Center that was started 
by David Janney while they served with him in 
Orlando. In August 2011, Keith and Jennifer will 
celebrate 12 years of service in youth ministry. 
Keith and Jennifer have been blessed with two 
beautiful girls, Sadie (6) and Chloe (5).

The BBC Alumni Association has 
extended an invitation to all Pacific 
Coast Baptist Bible College gradu-
ates to become Honorary Alumni of 
Baptist Bible College. If you are a 
supporter of Baptist Bible College 
and would like to be recognized as 
an honorary alumnus, please contact 
BBC Alumni Association President 
Tim Wertz at  
timwertz@seminolebaptist.org. 

PCBBC Grads Welcomed 
as Honorary Alumni

Where are they now?
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The Baptist Bible College Alumni Association is pleased 
to introduce its new website (www.bbcalumni.org). 
Please take time to get acquainted with it. The site is still 
in its infancy but it will give you a great picture of what 
the Alumni Association is doing for BBC and its students.

Here are several interesting things you will find on 
the new website:

•The Patriot Voice - The place to find resources for 
use in recruiting students and promoting BBC.

•Alumni Spotlight - The place to find articles about 
BBC Alumni and how they are changing the world. 
(We will update the spotlight several times a year.)

•Alumni Scholarship Recipients - Read bios on our 
recent scholarship winners and find out how you 
can contribute to the scholarship fund.

•Alumni Projects - The place to find out about 
current Alumni Association endeavors. The 2011 
Alumni Project is the renovation of the campus 
Student Center. You can also find out how to be a 
part of this exciting undertaking.

2011 Alumni Project: 
Renovation of Student Center

 The next phase in the Alumni Association’s continuing 
effort to enhance student life on the BBC campus will 
be to renovate and refurnish the Student Center. The 
Student Center is used heavily by the students and has 
not seen any significant upgrades since its opening in 
2003. Dean of Students Ray Adams says, “The Student 
Center is one of the most popular places on campus for 
students to gather and visit, and the prospect of having 
it renovated is very exciting.” The furniture, computers, 
TVs, and lighting are all in dire need of replacement. 
The Alumni Association has set an ambitious goal of 
$20,000 for this project in order to provide a first-class 
setting for the students to gather, fellowship, and study 
together. Please consider giving generously to this 
exciting project. It is hoped that the funds can be raised 
quickly so that the work can be finished this summer 
before school opens in September.
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Support the Alumni Association today! 
Your generous gift will be used to enhance student life by providing 
scholarships, supporting student government, funding student and 
alumni events, and paying for alumni campus projects.

$_________ 2011 Alumni Project

$_________ Alumni Operations

$_________ Alumni Scholarship Fund

$_________ Total

Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________

Phone _____________________________  E-mail ______________________________

Graduation Year or Last Year Attended ________________

Make checks payable to: BBC Alumni Association
   628 E. Kearney
   Springfield, MO 65803

BBC Alumni Association 
Introduces New Website www.bbcalumni.org

Please add the new Alumni Association website to your list of favorites and visit it 
often to find out about upcoming reunions, spotlights, and giving opportunities. This is 
just one more way for you to be involved in enhancing student life at BBC.
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Thomas spurgeon — The forgotten spurgeon

7,000. Amazingly, for the next 
30 years Spurgeon would fill the 
great auditorium Sunday morn-
ing and night. Spurgeon’s vision 
was unlimited. The church had 
19 preaching stations, 25 Sunday 
schools with 491 teachers, and an 
average attendance of 7,786. There 
were 17 almshouses for aged Chris-
tian men and women and two day 
schools that provided education 
for 400 students. 

In 1856 he founded the Pas-
tor’s College, which educated 
hundreds of future pastors and 
missionaries. That same year he 
established an orphanage that 
housed, fed, clothed, and educat-
ed between 500 and 600 boys and girls. His weekly sermons 
had a circulation of 25,000 and were translated into 23 lan-
guages. It is estimated that 10 million people heard Spurgeon 
preach, and 40 million read his sermons. He was also respon-
sible for establishing approximately 200 Baptist churches. 

When Spurgeon’s remarkable and unequaled life ended 
in January 1892, the question naturally arose, “Who will suc-
ceed the great man?” Spurgeon’s mantle would fall on his son, 
Thomas Spurgeon. 

Thomas Spurgeon and his twin brother Charles Jr. were 
born in 1856, and both became Baptist preachers. Thomas’s 
health had always been fragile, and in about 1876 his par-
ents sent him to Australia, believing the warmer climate 

would restore his health. The Australian sunshine and fresh 
air did wonders for Thomas’s health, enabling him to preach 
throughout the country. In 1881 he settled in Auckland, New 
Zealand, and accepted the pastorate of the Wellesley Bap-
tist Church. The church prospered under his ministry and 
was required to build a new auditorium seating 1,200. They 
named it the Auckland Tabernacle. The church’s attendance 
during Thomas’s pastorate averaged 1,500. 

In June 1889 his health forced him to resign. However, he 
did not remain idle. He began immediately engaging in evan-
gelistic meetings. His father’s unexpected death took him 
back to London in 1892. In 1894 the Metropolitan Tabernacle 

called Thomas Spurgeon to become 
his father’s successor. Thomas would 
pastor the Tabernacle 14 years, years 
that produced great change and 
challenges. His greatest challenge 
occurred in April 1898 when fire 
destroyed the Metropolitan Taberna-
cle. The interior of the building was 
completely demolished; all that was 
left standing were the exterior walls. 
The church moved their services to 
Exeter Hall. It would take 29 months 
to rebuild the Tabernacle. New build-
ing and fire codes forced the church to 
reduce the seating capacity to 4,000. 
During the long and painful process 
many of the Tabernacle members 
scattered to other churches. 

The Tabernacle reopened September 19, 1900, with 
almost 6,000 in attendance. The Tabernacle averaged 
approximately 4,000 on Sunday mornings and evenings dur-
ing Thomas’s pastorate. In 1904 the church reported 3,253 
active members, 20 missions to the poor, 22 Sunday schools 
with 524 teachers, and a regular attendance of 8,362. In 
March 1908 Thomas’s health had deteriorated to the point 
that he could no longer continue his pastorate. However, he 
remained as the head of the Pastor’s College and orphanage 
until his death in October 1917. Thomas Spurgeon deserves 
to be recognized and honored for his ability to continue the 
work of his remarkable father. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was the most influential 
preacher of the 19th century. His achievements are truly 

remarkable. In 1854, at the age of 19, he was invited to become 
the pastor of the historic New Park Street Baptist Church in 
London. The attendance at his first service was only 200 in 
an auditorium seating 1,200. Spurgeon’s preaching, however, 
electrified the congregation, and within weeks the building 
could not hold the crowds. 

The church rented a larger facility and began construc-
tion on a new church building named the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. They moved into their new home in 1861. The 
new auditorium would accommodate between 6,000 and 
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Read any books lately that made you go 
“Wow!”? Joel Kotkin’s The City, A Global 
History had just that effect on me. How 

does an author jam so much into such few pag-
es? (160 pages text, 40 plus pages notes)

“Two central themes have informed this 
history of cities. First is the universality of the 
urban experience, despite vast differences in 
race, climate, and location.” Secondly, “Since 
the earliest origins urban areas have performed 
three separate critical functions — the creation 
of sacred space, the provision of basic security, 
and the host for a commercial market.” 

Among the “essential problems facing 
urban regions in the West and increasingly the 
developed parts of the East and South Asia are 
of a different nature. Cities in these regions are 
frequently relatively safe and, when their subur-
ban rings are included, remarkably prosperous 
by historical standards. Yet these cities increas-
ingly seem to lack a shared sense of sacred 
place, civic identity or moral order.” Kotkin con-
tinues, “The study of urban history also suggests 
that even affluent cities without moral cohesion 
or a sense of civic identity are doomed to deca-
dence and decline.”

Joel Kotkin is an Irvine Senior Fellow with 
the New America Foundation based in Wash-
ington D.C. He is the author of five books 
including Tribes and The New Geography, both 
published by Random House. He is a frequent 
contributor to the Washington Post, the Wall 
Street Journal, Inc., The American Enterprise, 
and the Los Angeles Times “Opinion” section. 
He serves as a Senior Fellow at Baruch College 
of the City, University of New York.

Given the sweep of the book, it is remark-
able for its brevity. Kotkin addresses the rise 
of cities in a global context, classical cities in 
Europe, the Oriental epic, Western cities reas-
serting their primacy, the industrial city, and 

the modern metropolis. 
His observations related to Islamic cities 

were particularly intriguing. “The Muslim epic 
represented a new beginning in urban histories. 
The primacy of faith was evident in the layout of 
Islamic cities. Instead of the classical emphasis 
on public buildings and spaces, mosques now 
arose at the center of urban life.” He notes that 
Islam’s early success was as a city-based religion 
and that Islamic civilization at its core is pro-
foundly urban. “Islam virtually demanded cities 
to serve as the places where men pray together.”

Kotkin cites a noted top U.N. official who 
pointed out that urban areas from North Afri-
ca to Pakistan represented “nothing less than 
social time bombs that threaten to undermine 
the entire global order.” It was only a few weeks 
after I read that section that Cairo protests 
became a worldwide headline days on end. As 
I write this, uprisings have erupted in cities 
across the Middle East.

Of specific interest to Bible students is the 

 by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church, 

Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org
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chapter titled “Rome — The First Mega City.” 
This certainly provides great insight, if not a 
whole new understanding, into the book of 
Romans and the first century world dominated 
by the Roman Empire.

The “Anglo-American Revolution” chap-
ter will give every leader in any arena a better 
understanding of how urbanization has marked 
and molded the United States. 

I don’t know how religious the author is, 
but I found his comments and observations 
related to sacred space catching my attention. 
“This sacred role has been too often ignored in 
contemporary discussions of the urban condi-
tion.” He goes after the “new urbanists” archi-
tects, planners, and developers and their cam-
paigning for city green space, historical pres-
ervation, and environmental stewardship say-
ing “they rarely refer to the need for a powerful 

moral vision to hold cities together.” In his mild 
way he bashes those who propagate the idea 
that all a city needs is business and hipness to 
be viable. Mind you, he is not arguing for a par-
ticular religion. He simply makes the case that 
“without a widely shared belief system it would 
be exceedingly difficult to envision a viable 
urban future.”

Preachers need to read this book. I don’t 
know where, in such a brief treatment, you 
could gain such a grand overview of the role of 
the city in shaping the human experience. Pro-
fessors need this book. It reminds that urban-
ology is not some remote, fringe realm of aca-
demic study. Rather, it bears on the life of every 
person on the planet, impacting how we view 
the world, how we learn, how we live. Anyone 
going into Christian service needs to interact 
with Kotkin’s material. Every believer will have 
a better understanding of the world in which he 
or she is seeking to serve Christ having spent a 
few hours with this volume.

As a result of reading Kotkin’s work, I am 
far more informed as to the role of the city in 
every period of history. I was reminded that 
even presumably secular academics cannot 
avoid the necessity of the sacred. I was encour-
aged by being reminded, I’m in the right place 
at the right time.
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Priority 4: A 
conservative biblical 
worldview

b a p t i s t  b i b l e  c O l l e g e

  by Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

We’ve been talking about the priorities we have on the campus 
of BBC. Many of our friends in ministry have determined that 

on the whole our world is experiencing the greatest moral crisis in 
the history of civilization. I believe this crisis is because many in 
our generation have lost the art of thinking deeply about why they 
believe what they believe. Our most basic assumptions about the 
origin of life, our purpose in life, and the future are based on a sys-
tem of thought developed over a period of time in our youth. At 
Baptist Bible College we strive to insure that our students have the 
proper resources that will enable each of them to form the foun-
dation for a biblical and conservative worldview. During their four 
years on campus we work with our students to equip them with a 
disciplined heart for God, a love for the Scriptures, and a solid and 
classical general education. 

A fourth priority for our students is that they are able to view 
the world around them from a biblical and conservative perspec-
tive. Our minds are bombarded daily with secular ideas considered 
sophisticated, scientific, and contemporary. At Baptist Bible College 
we believe that it is reasonable and correct to view contemporary 
events through the lens of scripture. We believe that a true Chris-
tian worldview will provide every student with a consistent explana-
tion of all the facts of reality. As Carl F. H. Henry says, “The Chris-
tian belief system, which the Christian knows to be grounded in 
divine revelation, is relevant to all of life.” The Christian worldview 
is the embodiment of Christ’s claim that He is “the way, the truth, 
and the life.” (John 14:6)

We believe that if a Christian young man or woman is unaware 
of the principles of God’s Word applied in a cultural setting, that he 
or she is ill-prepared to lead. In Acts 17, Paul confronted the profes-
sional humanists of his day. The apostle countered their ideas with 
Christian ideas; he reasoned and preached, and he accented three 
Christian truths — the resurrection of Christ (v. 18), the creation of 
the universe by God (v. 24), and the judgment to come (v. 31). Our 
goal is for our students to be trained to fearlessly proclaim the good 
news of the gospel and to stand fast in the same biblical worldview 
proclaimed by Paul.

Our prayer is that the hundreds of men and women who gradu-
ate from Baptist Bible College will become leading spokespersons 
for the claims of Christ and form the framework for a sweeping 
revival to our churches, our Fellowship, our nation, and our world. 
If you believe, as I do, that the hope for the world is the truth of 
God’s Word, presented by godly men and women through the local 
church, then would you please join with me to equip our students to 
be men and women of distinct godly character. Just imagine with me 
how these sharp and committed men and women can be equipped 
to passionately lead the next great worldwide revival.

You should see this 
place

b O s t O n  b a p t i s t  c O l l e g e

  by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College 

I know most of you don’t get to Boston very often. That’s a shame. 
You should come. Our city is one of the world’s great cities and our 

campus may well be as important to God as anything else in this city.
If you don’t wade into the water of 21st century ministry educa-

tion every day, it is easy to not see what is going on. Then, on those 
occasions when pastors get together at meetings, conversations 
about Boston are usually the necessary discussions about enrollment 
and budgets. Riveting! Now, don’t get me wrong, I care about stu-
dent head counts and cash flow (so if you want to interpret that as a  
fundraising pitch, go ahead and take it that way!). But I wish you 
could really know what happens at Boston Baptist College.

Sure, Bible college life has lots of laughs (like that synchronized 
table thing Rebekah, Donnie, and Stacey were teaching me in the 
cafe after lunch!). Our students are healthy, savvy, “normal” young 
people. New couples form (and un-form), new songs get played, new 
haircuts come and go, and new phones are admired and acquired.

That’s all “salad” though. In Boston, “steak” is still our specialty. 
The meat of God’s Word is what we do. We work at it hard, and we 
don’t sidestep or talk more about philosophy than textual mandate. 
We do Bible, and we are not bashful about it. 

We are right in the middle of Senior Seminar season right now. 
Every senior works hard on biblical worldview with Dan Burrell, 
charges through the aberrant new wave theologies with Bruce Gar-
ner, and then comes the committee work. Every senior, as the cap-
stone of his or her Biblical Studies program, works through an inte-
grative biblical topic and presents to a faculty committee. It is the 
impressive pinnacle of a world-class Biblical Studies program. 

We spend four years getting students ready for that seminar. 
Mike Patterson takes them through the Old Testament. A student 
may not know a Jeroboam from a Jersey boy when he arrives on cam-
pus, but we will fix that! Ken Gillming gets the doctrine ball rolling 
at freshman level.  

I know that some think today’s young undergraduates don’t or 
can’t do real exposition of Scripture. Ha! Ask our students about a 
Snavely Expo. Dr. Snavely will have them with their sleeves rolled up 
digging deep in the Scripture ... learning how to harvest those divine 
treasures for themselves.

I teach a course on Jesus. I have to work hard because I don’t 
want my course to be the caboose! We groom Boston students to 
work hard in the Scriptures. The truth of God is still the only hope 
for any age. That’s what the men and women at Boston Baptist Col-
lege do. I wish you could see it.

As a matter of fact, why don’t you? The September 2011 BBF 
meeting is here at our place. This is your personal invite to come see 
Boston for yourself.

b b f i  s c h O O l  n e w s
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On January 15, Friendship Baptist Church and 
Pastor David Klass celebrated the church’s 25th 
birthday. The day was highlighted with a packed-
out crowd, guest preacher Mike Wenzel from 
Faith Baptist in Townsend, and special music by 
ServantSong.

Friendship Baptist was birthed by David 
and Cathy Klass and has been under his pastoral 

care ever since. 
Klass was saved 
and raised under 
the ministry of 
Clifford Clark in 
Tulsa, OK. The 
church’s testi-
mony and the 
Klasses’ longevi-
ty has resulted in 
a strong impact 

on the three towns located in Prickly Pear Valley, 
the community in which the church ministers.

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s
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Friendship Baptist celebrates 25 years with Klass
Montana City, Mt

A recent highlight of the Friendship church 
was to reproduce itself in the neighboring com-
munity of East Helena through the renewing of a 
struggling work. In the Spring of 2012 the church 
plans to double their auditorium space through 
a debt-free building campaign. 

Sam and Letha Mitchell

Friendship’s vision for the future is to con-
tinue to reproduce both locally and globally 
through a continued strong emphasis on mis-
sions. Klass would like to personally thank each 
BBF pastor and church that has made an invest-
ment in his life, family, and ministry.

Mississippi church celebrates 16 years
Moss Point, Ms

Bible Study Baptist Church and Pastor Samuel Mitchell celebrated 
their 16th church anniversary January 23, 2010. The “Sweet Sixteen” 
theme helped attract 200 people to the church sanctuary for the 
morning service that included singing, testimonies, and preaching.

After the service, the church celebrated with a meal in the 
gymnasium. Mitchell says the church’s goal is “to see people saved, 
settled, and serving.” He is an active participant with the Brothers of 
Cyrene and is the BBFI National Director for Mississippi.

Sam and Letha Mitchell
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some people face in coming to church is a re-
sult of his own family’s experience,” states Riley. 
“His mother was diagnosed with Multiple Scle-
rosis when he was a teenager and she depended 
on Bill to help her get around. His whole family 
was involved for 51 years in seeing that his mom 
had everything she needed to remain as active 
as possible. Because of this, Bill has a heart for 
many of our church members that need help. 
He wanted to help alleviate the ‘stress’ of getting 
into church, something many of us 
take for granted.” 

Every Sunday Bill reserves ten 
parking spaces with orange cones 
marked “valet.” He has a crew of 
dedicated men who work desig-
nated services, with a few substi-
tutes if needed. Two men work the 
door — one parks the car while the 
other assists the individual into the 
church. Wilson also designed a key 
caddy to keep track of the car keys 

Beacon Baptist member coordinates valet ministry
taylor, Mi

Beacon Baptist Church pastored by John Riley 
now offers valet services on Sundays. This minis-
try was created by one of their members, Bill Wil-
son, who saw a need and was ready to take care of 
it. He created a valet service at the front entrance 
for the elderly, those needing assistance, and for 
single moms bringing their children. 

“Bill’s ability to understand the problems 

Friendship Baptist celebrates 25 years with Klass

Missionary 
CoMMuniCation 
Workshop
A workshop designed to help BBFI 

missionaries communicate their passion 
for their field to churches and individuals.

Coaches: Lewis and Karen McClendon
Brian and Rachel Weed

aboundmissionaryservices.com

November 6-11, 2011
For more information, go to

and valet cards that he hands out to those who 
may potentially need the service. Some have 
commented that their ability to come to church 
would be greatly hindered without this ministry. 

Bill’s advice to churches interested in pro-
viding this ministry is, “Just do it! You would 
appreciate the help if you were in their situa-
tion.” “Thanks, Bill, for seeing the need!” says 
Pastor Riley.
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Stone’s Ministers Tax Guide.
The Ministers Tax Guide also provides es-

sential information about many other tax is-
sues likely to affect ministers and churches. 
It includes sample tax returns for both active 
and retired ministers. And church treasurers, 
other church leaders, and CPAs will find a valu-

Minister’s housing allowance a good retirement benefit
Dallas, tX

If you’re a minister, your housing allowance can 
be the most important tax benefit available to 
you. Eligible ministers may ask GuideStone to 
designate up to 100 percent of their retirement 
benefit as a housing allowance (within legal lim-
its). This is a great benefit for retired ministers, 
as it helps them cover necessary expenses like 
mortgage or rent payments, real estate taxes, 
property, utilities, and other essential bills while 
lowering their income tax bill in retirement.

GuideStone makes it easy to take advantage 
of this benefit. Upon retirement, a minister may 
simply ask GuideStone to designate an amount 
for housing allowance on their benefit applica-
tions. Ministers can also request to change the 
allowance amount each year as long as it is de-
ducted from retirement income not already 
received and falls within housing allowance 
guidelines.

Further, each church should consider con-
sulting with its ministers about setting aside a 
portion of salary for a housing allowance that 
can be used to cover eligible expenses now. 
Learn more about how this allowance works 
before and after retirement by reviewing Guide-

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

For information:For information:

Subjects covered:

1.  Who are the Baptists? 

2.  When did the Baptist Church begin? 

3.  Are Baptists Protestants? 

4.  Baptist Suffering & Martyrs

5.  Baptists and Religious Freedom

6.  Baptist Achievements

7.  Why are there so many Baptists in the South? 
And More! 

History 
                    C o n f e r e n C e

B
ap

ti
st

Conducted by 
Dr. Thomas Ray

To Schedule a Meeting or For Information:
Phone: 972-509-9240

Email:  Tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com

able resource in the annual guide’s special sec-
tion about important federal requirements for 
churches. 

You can view the 2010 edition of the tax 
guide online now or contact Cyndi Jaquez of 
Guidestone to order a print version. Cyndi is 
available at Cyndi.Jaquez@GuideStone.org. 

Christian, patriotic & military neckties - $6

Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a 
Medicine - $6 (1,300 sold)

Annette’s 200 Original Italian Recipe 
Cookbook - $20 (free postage)
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Minister’s housing allowance a good retirement benefit

Fair Oaks celebrates
50th anniversary
Fairfax, VA

Fair Oaks Church and Pastor David 
Stokes marked the church’s 50th 
anniversary with special services 
the last weekend of January. Or-
ganized originally as Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in 1961, the church 
changed its name in 2003. A special 
Friday evening service honored the 
church’s founding members, Floyd 
and Mary White. Now in their 69th 
year of marriage, they still sit near 
the front every Sunday. Their grand-
son, Barry White, of Park Valley Church in Haymarket, VA, brought a 
special message that evening. Ed Holland, of Baptist Temple in Akron, 
OH, spoke to the church during the two Sunday morning services. 

Stokes has pastored the church since August 1998. Previous pastors 
were John Bonds (1961-1975) and Ben Sanders (1976-1998).

Celebrating 

42 years of 

Christian 

camping!
Experience 

It!Experience 
Experience 

It!

CAMP CHOF is celebrating its 42nd year operat-
ing 37 acres of well-maintained campgrounds. We 

host weekly Summer Day 
Camps for boys and girls, 
grades K-2 and Resident 
Summer Camps for 
grades 3-12. Campers 
enjoy an Olympic-sized 
pool with water slide, 
paintball, go-karts,  ball 
fields, 

challenge course, airguns, archery, 
mountain & bmx bikes, bonfires and 
much more!
CHOF is also a year ’round Camp/
Retreat Center for rent. Call for de-
tails and further information or visit 
our website.

A Ministry of: CANTON BAPTIST TEMPLE
515 Whipple Ave. NW, Canton, OH  44708-3699

Phone: 330.477.6267 x126
Email: campchof@cantonbaptist.org

Check out the videos and other information 
at our website: www.campchof.org

1820 Deerfield Ave. NW, Dalton, OH  44618

More than 1,700 attended the graduation event with 513 students receiv-
ing certificates and degrees at the 11th commencement of Baptist Bible 
College Asia, Pasig City (Metro Manila) in the Philippines. Forty-three 
received their four-year degree. BBFI President Linzy Slayden delivered 
the commencement address.

Students at the college are largely drawn from area churches and 
the results of evangelistic efforts of the camp ministry headed by BBFI 
missionary Greg Lyons, who also serves as chairman of the board of di-

rectors of the college. He says, “The 
thought of the many souls that 
will be reached by these students 
was overwhelming. I remembered 
many of them when they were just 
freshmen and to see them com-
plete a course was very fulfilling.”

Through the use of area 
churches as branches for the col-
lege, and by giving incremental 
diplomas and certificates, the 
campus can offer many options for 

training and mentoring in addition to classroom instruction.  BBC Asia 
also has an affiliation with Louisiana Baptist University.

BBC Asia’s president is Arthur Damaso Esmalia, and the vice presi-
dent for development is former pastor Ken Adrian.

BBC Asia holds 11th 
commencement
Metro Manila, Philippines
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After serving with Dalton Walker in New Zea-
land, Ben and Raelene Walker of Grace Baptist 
Community Church in Auckland are in the States 
preparing to gather support for their return to 

New Zealand as 
BBFI TEAM mis-
sionaries.

Working as 
volunteer staff 
trainees in youth 
and music for 
Ben’s father Dal-
ton the past four 
years, the couple 
had great success 
last year in a food 
ministry. They 

distributed more than $750,000 worth of food 
through donations from Auckland businesses. 

The Walkers are burdened to return to 
New Zealand by year’s end where they will take 
up their work again with the Auckland church 

try in those countries, but the Walkers will have 
no such problem.

The Walkers are being sent out by Raelene’s 
home church, Ventura Baptist Church of Ven-
tura, CA, where Lewis McClendon is the pastor. 
They expect to be approved by the BBFI in May.

training future ministry and leadership students 
through discipleship and mentoring. Ben be-
lieves their permanent resident status will be a 
great advantage later when they will seek to be 
career missionaries. Immigration restrictions in 
developed nations is hampering missionary en-
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A Ministry of

MENTION THIS AD

WHEN YOU CALL

AND GET YO
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FIRST MONTH FREE!

• $15.00 per year for individual subscriptions
• $.75 per copy for group subscriptions
• Volume discounts available for orders over 100
• Special rates for contributing authors
• Call to Glory is a monthly devotional written by independent fundamental
  Baptist pastors, missionaries, and evangelists. (all men- 1 Timothy 2:12)
• All scripture references are • All scripture references are taken from the King James Bible.
• Opportunity for all pastors to be a contributing author and have published
  recognition in your church and community, locally and internationally.
• Read your Bible in a year schedule with a fresh new issue every month.

Call to Glory can be used in many ways:
• Gifts for Young Christians • New Member Packages

• Door-to-Door Soul-Winning
• Bible Reading Material for Shut-Ins• Bible Reading Material for Shut-Ins

111 Ash Street • East Hartford, CT • 06108
(800) 982-9074 ext. 324 • www.ctgpublication.com

Konnerup honored
springfield, Mo
During chapel at 
BBC on March 8, 
2011, Dwight Billing-
sley (right) presented 
Jon Konnerup with a 
plaque of recogni-
tion for his efforts 
in coordinating the 
recent BBFI Global 
Fellowship Meeting 
held in Cebu City, 
Philippines.

Second generation of Walkers to be missionaries
Auckland, new Zealand
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Howard Dale Musgrave of Edmond, OK, went 
to his heavenly home on Thursday, Febru-
ary 10, 2011. He was 73 years old. Born July 
28, 1937, in Fort Morgan, CO, Howard began 
serving as a BBFI missionary in 1967 with his 
wife Naomi in Puerto Rico and Venezuela, 
and since September 2007 they have served as 
USLG missionaries helping with Spanish-speaking ministries. 

Mr. Musgrave is survived by Naomi, three children, eight 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. A celebration service 
for Mr. Musgrave’s homegoing was held February 17 at Southwest 
Baptist Church in Oklahoma City. Memorial donations may be 
made to the Howard Musgrave Memorial Fund at Calvary Baptist 
Church of Edmond.

Howard Dale Musgrave
edmond, oK

Join us at High Street 
Wednesday, May 11 &  

Sunday, May 15.

Join us at High Street 

Love God. Serve People. Reach the World.

High Street Baptist Church
is grateful to the BBFI & BBC
for allowing us to host the 
Wednesday night National 
Fellowship meeting.  
Please join us for a night of 
celebration as we welcome 
Jonathan Falwell as our guest 
speaker, 7 pm Wednesday.  
Many students & scores of 
Missionaries who serve around 
the world were once a part of 
HSBC. We invite all of you & all 
our partner BBFI churches to 
join us for this special service as 
we celebrate 75 years.

Konnerup honored

Second generation of Walkers to be missionaries

Sue (Goldman) Garard
Mustard Seed Founder

Conference & Retreat Speaker
Inspirational - Motivational - Biblical

(417) 933-2053    suegarard@aol.com

May 
  9-12 
           2011

May
  9-12
           2011

Baptist Bible College
Graduation and 
Homecoming Week
BBFI National Meeting
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Full-Time Music/Church Staff Position 
looking to hire an experienced music person.
Responsibilities will include choir, orchestra, 
special music etc. Position includes all benefits, 
major medical/sick days/vacation/holidays and 
retirement program. we are an independent, 
fundamental, separated, soul-winning, and KJV-
only church. if interested please email  
church@newtestamentbaptistchurch.com

Bed and Breakfast getaway Family and 
pet friendly. Reasonable prices. one hour from 
Branson, Mo. Contact sue Garard (417) 933-
2053 or suegarard@aol.com

The Bible Rebinder don’t Retire Your Bible 
— Rebind it! Fifteen years experience rebind-
ing and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe Gleason, 
2256 e. nora, springfield, Mo 65803, for 
prices. (417) 865-3823 or  
thebiblerebinder@gmail.com.

Free income tax preparation for clergy and 
religious workers. Federal and state returns pre-
pared and e-filing available. Faith-based ministry.  
www.ClergyTaxes.com or clergytaxes@aol.com. 

Religious books for sale  list sent email 
dudley1@fidnet.com evangelist Bill dudley, 1116 
lacy dr., lebanon, Mo 65536, (417) 532-2665. 
www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Sermon sets/Outline books
samples and brochure. Charles swilling,  
Po Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766
(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com
www.swillingpublications.org

Alliterated Outlines ephesians, Jude, Jonah-
James and other outline books, send for free 
outlines and price list. Bob smallwood, 311 
Harlan lane Rd., Villa Rica, Ga 30180 (770) 
459-3120

Visit the Holy Land Oct 20-29, 2011 
only $2,550. see Jerusalem, Gethsemane, 
Bethlehem, Jericho, Capernaum, Bethsaida, 
nazareth, Tiberias, Caesarea Philippi, Jordan 
River, Megiddo, Mount Carmel, Tel aviv, and 
more! Visit www.noboundariesministry.net for 
additional information.

PreK-12th grade school administrator 
Twin City Baptist Temple in lunenburg, Ma, 
is seeking administrator (minimum five years 
experience in a principal or assistant principal 
role and Master’s degree preferred), lower 
elementary teachers and high school history 
and english teachers. Please send resumes to 
lbzford@hotmail.com

L. J. Woodard • Midnight Hour Ministries
PO Box 1331, Clarksville, AR 72830
Phone: 479.292.0330

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries   
5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056.  
Phone: 469.384.2120  Cell: 469.964.9796      
Email: EvangelistRC@juno.com

evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fellowship Directory 
for $10 per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject 
to approval of the Baptist Bible Tribune. 
Advertising in the BBT does not necessarily 
imply the endorsement of the publisher. To 
place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

TRiBuneclASSiFieDS

Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
PO Box 867505, Plano, TX 75086 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117  www.olivetreeministry.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
PO Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 707.344.4140  www.darttmusic.com
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ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500 
Airport Rd., Oxford, AL 36203, 
256/831-3333 www.trinityoxford.org. 
Pastor Bud Grinstead

• Living Water Baptist Church
7752 Ave. F, Mobile AL 36608
251-631-3008 www.lwbcmobile.com  
Pastor James Richardson

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 
6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, 
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel 
Dennis

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway 
49 and Redbud (location only), 
559/641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist 
Tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90015, 213/744-
9999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. 
sermon manuscripts at www.realcon-
version.com

• Ocean View Church, 2460 Palm 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/424-
7870 Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvary-
roadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hart-
ford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor 
Michael Stoddard

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLORIDA
• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Al-
tamonte Springs, FL 32701, 407/831-
0950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve 
Ware

• Winter Haven Baptist Church, 
1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL 
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D. 
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 
7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard 
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 To-
moka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 
34209, 941/795-3767 Pastor R. C. 
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954, 941/625-1273 Pastor William 
K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church, 
3906 Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL 
32505-4107. 850/432-6969 Pastor 
Allen Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 
34788  352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954, 941/625-8550, Pastor Chip 
Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 
1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352/326-5738, Pastor George Mulford 
III  www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist 
Church and Academy, 8460 
Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles 
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon 
GA 31216. 478/781-2981  
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 
94-1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 
96797. 808/677-0731 Pastor Steven 
C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411 
Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park, 
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce 
Humbert

IOWA
• Heartland Baptist Church
3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,  
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor 
Randy Abell

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist 
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield, 
KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff 
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316/263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 
1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. 
Mentzer

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508/583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill 
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 
Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 
2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Mill-
ville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,   
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor 
Danny Gardner

NEW MEXICO
• High Plains Baptist Church, 
2800 E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM 
88101-8620. 505/769-1382 Pastor 
Charles D. Miller

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. 
Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org 
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com 
Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & 
Academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 
28314, 910/868-5156,  
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 
W. Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 
937/444-2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., 
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626 
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N. 
Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044, 
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken 
McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 
600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie 
Emerson

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

TEXAS  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., 
Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176 
Pastor R.D. Wade

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, 
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 
Pastor Richard G. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor John Gross

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, 
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill 
Campbell

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist 
Church, 315 N. Burleson Blvd., Bur-
leson, TX 76028-3907. 817/295-4342 
Pastor Terry M. Williams

Talley Rd. Baptist Church
3120 Talley Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78253, 210/862-3108,  
www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com, Pastor Larry Bruce

VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian 
Hudson

WEST VIRGINIA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, 
U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/736-
8006 Pastor Jerry Warren

Participation in the Baptist Bible 

Fellowship International is open 

to any Baptist pastor of a sup-

porting Baptist church believing 

in and adhering to the Word of 

God, on the basis of the BBFI 

Articles of Faith. For listing on 

this page, a Baptist church is one 

that declares in legal and/or faith 

documents it is Baptist in doctrine 

and practice. A supporting church 

is one that financially supports 

BBFI missions or colleges. 
(Sources: Constitution and Bylaws of the 

BBFI and The BBFI Contact Directory)

Church ads are 
available to any 
BBFI church for 
$10 per issue.  

To place an ad, call 

(417) 831-3996.

c h u r c h  a d s
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AfterWords 

Over the years, I’ve learned that if you can master a few basics 
in just about any area of activity, you can do most anything 

that activity requires. Take football — you run with the ball, 
throw the ball, or kick the ball. Learn how to do that, and you can 
play. The same is true with language. Learning a relatively small  
vocabulary and a few grammatical rules, and though a mastery 
is not there, basic comprehension is possible. Conversely, I have 
also learned that skipping the basics is not a good practice, no 
matter how simple something looks.

The same is true with my Bible study. I find myself so often 
going back to basics, and in this stage of my life, I tend to spend 
more time in Genesis and the theme of Creation. It seems to pop 
up everywhere, whether we are talking soteriology or sociology, 
understanding what God was up to in Creation gives you a 
running start. 

Even when we look at Easter, Creation comes up. And why 
not? Resurrection and New Creation are inseparable. In the 
future God has planned for us, He recreates the world (a new 
heaven and a new earth) and populates it with renewed people 
(new creatures). The older Creation groans, longs for this event, 
as we are taught in Romans 8. What is the event that gets the 
whole ball rolling? It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ, without 
which we could not be re-created (born again, to use Jesus’ 
language in John 3) in the image and likeness of the resurrected 
Son of God (Romans 8:29).

Therefore, knowing the future God has planned, we are told 
to “walk in newness of life,” (Romans 6:4) and to give ourselves 
to God “as those that are alive from the dead” (Romans 6:13). But 
the good news here is how God has given us a running start on 
that resurrection and new creation experience in the future. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:17, we read that when we are saved and 
accept Christ, we become new creations. “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature,” or a new creation. In other words, 
what God is doing when He saves us as individuals is to bring His 
future will and purpose back to right here in the present in bits 
and pieces. This is the language N. T. Wright (all of whose views 
I cannot espouse) uses to describe what God is doing today, but I 
think he is right on this particular detail. We have, after all, been 
given a taste of “the powers of the world to come” (Hebrews 6:5), 
and while no human or group of humans has the power to build 
the ultimate kingdom of God on earth, you and I, having tasted 
what God is going to do, can bring bits and pieces of that future 
kingdom into our homes, into our families, our churches, and 

Bringing the future into the present  By Keith Bassham

our communities. Perhaps those around us will begin to hunger 
for what we have tasted by embracing the resurrected Son of 
God and the life he offers.

So, I anticipate the future, and I hope to take people with 
me on that journey.

Richard Baxter, the nonconformist author of The Reformed 
Pastor (it’s not what you think, by the way) from the 1600s, 
echoes a similar sentiment in the last section of his Saint’s 
Everlasting Rest. 

O my Savior, hasten the time of thy return; send forth 
thy angels, and let that dreadful, joyful trumpet sound! 

Delay not, lest the living give up their hope; delay not, 
lest earth should grow like hell, and thy church, by division, 
be all crumbled to dust; delay not lest thy enemies get 
advantage of thy flock, and lest pride, hypocrisy, sensuality 
and unbelief prevail against that little remnant, and share 
among them thy whole inheritance, and when thou comest, 
thou find not faith on the earth; delay not, lest the grave 
should boast of victory, and, having learned rebellion of its 
guest, should refuse to deliver thee up thy due! 

O hasten that great resurrection day, when thy 
command shall go forth, and none disobey: when ‘the sea 
and the earth shall yield up their hostages, and all that 
sleep in the grave shall awake, and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first;’ when the seed which thou sowest corruptible, 
shall come forth incorruptible; and graves that received 
rottenness and dust, shall return thee glorious stars and 
suns! 

Therefore dare I lay down my body in the dust, 
intrusting it, not to a grave, but to thee; and therefore 
my flesh shall rest in hope, till thou shalt raise it to the 
possession of everlasting rest. 

‘Return, O Lord, how long? O let thy kingdom come!’ 
Thy desolate ‘bride saith, Come’ for thy Spirit within 
her saith, Come; and teacheth her thus to ‘pray with 
groanings which cannot be uttered; yea, the whole creation 
saith, Come, waiting to be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.’ 
Thou thyself has said, ‘Surely I come quickly; Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.

“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel.” (2 Timothy 2:7-9)






