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Getting “mixed up” in
politics
by Keith Bassham | Editor

oc t ob e r 2 0 1 0

With Good Reason: Apologetics

O

ne great advantage of being the editor of this magazine at this
particular time is the legacy of words and thoughts of those
who preceded me in the office. I profited from the personal experience I had in the seven years I assisted Mike Randall, and since his
resignation, I continue to visit regularly with him and his predecessor, James Combs.
I am a bit more removed from Wendell Zimmerman, who held
the office after founder Noel Smith’s death in the 70s, and most of
my contact with those two is with their writing, and Smith especially
so because of the sheer volume of editorials, reviews, and articles he
produced over about 25 years.
I say this so that readers will know that when I reproduce
or reference the former editors, it is not out of mere nostalgia or
sentimentality (Smith, though fond of things old and reliable and
memorable, had no use for sentimentality). Rather, it is because
often the issues we face are not so new as we might think. They may
be packaged a little differently, but the effects of the Fall were so profound and universal that once you take away the layers of modern
complications, you find the same primary elements telling us what is
wrong in society today.
One avenue toward at least partial solutions is the political
process itself. I understand the limits of what men and women in
government can do, but what we can do we should. And no one says
that better than Mr. Smith, here from a sermon he preached in 1966:
As a Christian citizen of the United States I not only have
privileges, I have obligations. I have the obligation to take as
active and intelligent and practical a part in government as any
other citizen. I have the obligation, constitutional and moral, to
get “mixed up” in politics. I have the obligation to get out where
there is cursing and drinking and gambling and do my duty as
a citizen. Seventy-five percent of the corruption in this country
today is due to the practical indifference of lazy, cowardly,
flabby, “built-up” saints who don’t want to risk soiling their
soft white hands by getting into politics and taking a practical
stand for what is decent and right. Half of them don’t even vote.
They say they are waiting for the Lord to come and “clean up
the mess.” They conveniently forget that the Lord taught that
they should be busy while He was away, and when He came.
And if we shouldn’t be busy about our citizenship, upon which
depends the very foundation of civilization and the future of
our children and grandchildren, what should we be busy about?
Now, be sure that when you go to church the Sunday after election day, you have nothing to repent of.
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a ro u n d t h e b a p t i s t b i b l e f e l l o w s h i p i n t e r n at i o n a l
presidential perspective

Representing the
BBFI around the
world

worldwide missions

The work in
Ethiopia continues
by Jon Konnerup | Mission Director

by Mark Hodges | President | BBFI

R

epresenting the BBFI as president this past year, I traveled to
several foreign countries and experienced many wonderful
adventures in our churches and overseas fellowships.
I started the year traveling with BBFI Mission Director Jon Konnerup to the country of Indonesia to be with missionaries Larry and
Nancy Quinlan. We were amazed at the great work accomplished
in this recently persecuted land. Well over 200 pastors and workers from all over Indonesia attended an exciting pastor’s conference.
On the way home, I had the opportunity to visit with Ray and Ginger Crocker in Singapore for a wonderful Wednesday night service.
In March, I had the joy of speaking at the great Bible Baptist
Church in Cebu City, Philippines, where we saw 180 people accept
Christ in one service. This is the church begun by Bob Hughes,
one of our early BBFI missionaries. A special thank you goes to
Dr. Armie Jesalva, the pastor of the Cebu church for many years,
for challenging the people in the Philippines to pray every day for
the rest of their lives that revival would come to America. (View
this moving presentation for yourself at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pAb2wKkSzNw). The video was shown at the May Graduation Fellowship Week and all attending were impressed with Dr.
Jesalva’s appreciation and concern for American Christians.
As I began my return to the States, I had the joy of spending time with faithful missionaries Mike and Carolyn Tester. That
Wednesday evening I once again experienced the exciting ministry
of Don and LuJean Stone in Hong Kong.
Later in the year, while in Chile, missionaries Dave and Peggy
Disney showed us some of the earthquake’s devastation to some of
their works and national pastors’ homes. We also had a good time of
fellowship with missionaries Joel and Wendy Solomon.
While speaking at various places in Brazil, it was a privilege to
travel with the fine young missionary Patrick McClure (view: http://
brazilianoutreach.org/main/). We preached numerous times in the
BBFI Congress where 300 to 400 pastors and workers attended. At
that same meeting, we enjoyed good fellowship with missionaries
Gary Tomberlin and Steven Trask. On the last evening, I challenged
those at the Congress to embrace the vision of reaching our entire
world for Christ. Nine young adults surrendered their lives to go,
and over 100 came forward to pray for them and for others to go.
It was a treasured time, a great privilege to represent the pastors and missionaries of our Fellowship in foreign lands, and I was
reminded all over again that we have some of the greatest missionaries in the entire world!
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A

t the present, there are three Baptist Bible Fellowship International missionaries. At age 61, I am the youngest of the three!”
This is what Eugene Worley, missionary to Ethiopia, told me in 2003
when I was visiting Ethiopia.
Of course, having been born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to BBFI
missionary parents, I became very interested. Worley asked if I
would share the need with young people. I prepared a video and
spoke about my trip to several mission classes at Baptist Bible College. With the assistance of these promotional efforts, four young
families and one single lady sensed the call of God upon their lives
to serve the Lord in Ethiopia. The Shadles have been there for 13
months, the Fortners for eight months, and the Dysons for two
weeks. The Wright family and Julie Miller are currently on deputation raising financial support to live and minister in Ethiopia
I just returned from a trip to Ethiopia and was very encouraged
to see these young couples already learning the language (which
is not easy at all), making adjustments to a very different lifestyle,
and participating in various ministries. They join a missionary force
comprised of the Autersons, Switzers, and Hoovers who have made
an impact in Ethiopia and southern Sudan.
While in Ethiopia, I also had the privilege to meet with a group
of national pastors who endured the terrible days of persecution
under communism. Their churches continue to reach Ethiopians
with the gospel and they participate in various community outreaches. It was a joy to see that the church my dad, Richard Konnerup,
started in the countryside is still going today. I was blessed to meet
the current pastor and others in the church I knew as a young boy.
There is a great need for a church-planting movement in Ethiopia. While working with the existing churches, the missionaries are
taking an active role in winning people to Christ, discipling them,
and starting new churches. The opportunities are wide open.
I think what impacted me the most was that along the main road
to the north, where our missionaries first went to start churches in the
1960s and 70s, there is now very little witness because of the many
years of communism. Instead, mosques are present in every town
along the way. The door is open again and the road to the north once
again needs missionaries to show Ethiopians the Way, the Truth, and
the Life. We must have more surrender to go, to give their lives for the
glory of God, and to build upon what was started years ago.
The plea of the former Emperor, Haile Selassie, still calls out
today — “Please send 100 missionaries to our country — they need
Jesus!”

church planting

NCPO loan
committee meets,
responds

by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

A

fter our Annual Loan Committee Meeting held in Medina, Ohio,
September 1, I asked the gentlemen who serve to summarize the
results and shed light on what we are accomplishing at NCPO.
Dan Lamb, Ohio pastor and BBFI 3rd Vice President Elect - “I
was amazed at the openness of the meeting. It became very obvious
that the more we work together, the more we will be able to accomplish for the eternal souls of men. As we see these men press on, I’m
sure the outcome will be new churches.”
Bob Baker, Missouri pastor - “Understanding. Insight. Excitement. Relationship. Fellowship. Just a few words that explain what
the Loan Committee Meeting is all about. We met together to look
at, understand, and have some insight and discernment concerning the needs of various churches, both new works and established
works. We do that through the eyes of Wayne and Jason. We seek
advice, learning from the vast experience of Wayne in his financial
background, helping them raise finances through their own church
and people, as well as securing financing from other lending institutions. We also saw the work done by the Baptist Builders and their
construction crews. We left knowing we have had a part in encouraging other churches.”
Mark Milioni, Ohio pastor and committee host - “After discussion of each loan, of those applying, and reports from the Baptist
Builders, I leave with great confidence in the integrity and effectiveness of this office. The BBF should be proud to have an office working
to help plant churches, to help finance churches, and to physically
help build churches.”
Tim Robertson, Virginia pastor - “I have been part of this committee for the last four years, and its purpose has not changed. It is to
assist church planters and pastors in the process of establishing new
churches. Wayne Guinn and Jason are competent, passionate, and
devoted to church planting. We are blessed to have these men serving
our Fellowship. We have a great opportunity before us to assist church
planters through the talents of these men.”
Bob Stephenson, Missouri pastor - “A focused meeting where
pastors determined to raise awareness of the important work of the
NCPO within our Fellowship. This will include, in addition to greater
awareness, great understanding of the function and operation of the
NCPO on the part of Fellowship pastors and great support financially
and prayerfully among the churches.
Mark Hodges, Florida pastor and BBFI President 2009-2010

“Church planting and missions has always been the thrust and focus
of the BBFI. The NCPO assists and challenges our churches to start
other churches. God is using this new arm of our Fellowship to assist
our churches and church planters with education, information, and
financial assistance. God has blessed us with capable men who are
helping us expand our vision to reach America for Christ.”
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Digressions
D i g r e s s i o n s i n c o n t e s t i b l y a r e t h e s u n s h i n e ; t h e y a r e t h e l i fe , t h e s o u l o f r e a d i n g .

Lukewarm Christianity less
appealing to young people
looking to commit to a cause

B

ut I believe with everything in me that kids want something to live for that’s worth dying for. And if Christianity isn’t it, they’ll go find something else. Unfortunately,
a lot of the things that kids are giving their lives to are
pretty flimsy gods and pretty short-lived ways of being in
the world.….
But if we don’t tell a story that’s worth going to the
mat for, then I don’t know why you would necessarily give
yourself over to it. So I actually think it’s a good thing
teenagers are ho-hum about what they think of Christianity
— because that’s not Christianity. It’s a distorted vestige of
what Christianity once was. But if the Gospel is presented
in full — and by presented I don’t mean just verbally, but
lived, in all of its radical implications — I think that will
get young people’s attention in ways that moralistic therapeutic deism doesn’t.”

Source: Sociologist Kenda Creasy Dean, in an interview at http://www.
patheos.com/community/takeandread/2010/06/22/almost-christian-aninterview-with-kenda-creasy-dean/

Jerusalem rally to protest Gay
Pride March

O

rthodox Jews in Jerusalem are planning a pro-family
rally to counteract a “gay pride” march Israeli authorities have agreed to allow through Orthodox neighborhoods
in the city.
Rabbis in the Orthodox neighborhoods objected to the
proposed march and submitted a petition to police and
courts to cancel the parade, according to a July 29 statement published by Christian Newswire. It was signed by
residents of the neighborhoods.
“The petitioners urge the authorities not to expose their pure children, who
were raised with age-old family values in a
sheltered, religious environment, to the immorality which the Bible cites as the cause
of the great flood in the days of Noah,” said
the statement. “After the police and courts
ignored the pleas of the religious Jews, it
was decided by leading family values organizations, who feel that the sanctity of Jerusalem must not
be destroyed, to do everything possible to stop this march.
The blatant disregard for the sensitivities of the religious has
been described as religious discrimination.”
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- L a u r e n c e St e r n e

House churches featured in USA Today

H

ouse churches have quietly been establishing themselves the
past few years. The smaller congregations, usually 12 to 15
people, meet weekly for Bible study, prayer, and sharing testimonies.
The USA Today story from July 22 quotes Ed Stetzer who
says, “I think part of the appeal for some in the house church
movement is the desire to return to a simpler expression of
church.” Stetzer is president of Lifeway Research.
House churches have been a mainstay in some countries such
as China, but they are becoming more common in the U.S. A
study by the Barna Group, estimates that 6 million to 12 million
Americans attend house churches. Pew Forum found that 9 percent
of American Protestants only attended home services last year.
		
Source: See full story at http://www.usatoday.com/news/
			religion/2010-07-22-housechurch21_ST_N.htm

Telephone and TV
becoming relics

A

fter occupying center stage in the
American household for much of
the 20th century, two of the grand
old luminaries of consumer
technology — the television set and the landline
telephone — are suffering
from a sharp decline in
public perception that they
are necessities of life.
Just 42% of Americans say
they consider the television set to be a
necessity, according to a new nationwide survey from the Pew
Research Center’s Social & Demographic Trends project. Last
year, this figure was 52%. In 2006, it was 64%.
The drop-off has been less severe for the landline telephone:
Some 62% of Americans say it’s a necessity of life, down from
68% last year.
But there’s a related trend that’s more perilous for the landline: Fully 47% of the public say that its younger, smarter, and
more nimble cousin — the cell phone — is a necessity of life.
Even more worrisome for both 20th-century household fixtures
are the oh-so-very-21st-century attitudes of today’s young adults.
Fewer than half (46%) of 18- to 29-year-old survey respondents
consider the landline phone a necessity of life. Fewer than threein-ten (29%) say the same about the television set.
The Pew Research Center telephone survey (landline as well
as cell phone) was conducted among a nationally representative
sample of 2,967 adults from May 11 through May 31, 2010.
					Source: www.pewresearch.org

50 years ago...in the Baptist Bible Tribune
Social networking among internet users 50 and older goes
from 22% to 42% in past year

W

hile social media use has grown dramatically across
all age groups, older users have been especially
enthusiastic over the past year about embracing new networking tools. Although email continues to be the primary
way that older users maintain contact with friends, families,
and colleagues, many users now rely on social network
platforms to help manage their daily communications —
sharing links, photos, videos, news, and status updates
with a growing network of contacts.
Half (47%) of internet users ages 50-64 and onein-four (26%) users ages 65 and older now use social
networking sites.
Half of online adults ages 50-64 and one-in-four wired
seniors now count themselves among the Facebooking and
LinkedIn masses. That’s up from just 25% of online adults
ages 50-64 and 13% of those ages 65 and older who
reported social networking use one year ago in a survey
conducted in April 2009.
Young adult internet users ages 18-29 continue to be
the heaviest users of social networking sites like Facebook
and LinkedIn, with 86% saying they use the sites. However,
over the past year, their growth paled in comparison with
the gains made by older users. Between April 2009 and
May 2010, internet users ages 50-64 who said they use a
social networking site like MySpace, Facebook, or LinkedIn
grew 88% and those ages 65 and older grew 100% in
their adoption of the sites, compared with a growth rate of
13% for those ages 18-29.
				Source: www.pewresearch.org

Judge overturns
gay marriage ban

A

federal judge in Boston
declared unconstitutional
the 1996 Defense of Marriage
Act, which codifies marriage
as a union between one man
and one woman. The July ruling
held that the federal law violates
states’ rights to define marriage
by blocking legally married gay
couples from federal benefits and
violating the Constitution’s “equal protection” clause. Meanwhile, the European Court of Human Rights ruled in June that,
because European Union members have not yet reached a
consensus on the matter, same-sex marriage cannot be viewed
as a human right.
			Source: Christianity Today, September 2010
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Eighth article in the series

With Go od R e as on
by Keith Bassham

J

ust this week, I read an article by the British
theoretical physicist and cosmologist Stephen Hawking about the fine-tuned universe
(see my article “The Existence of God” Part 2
in the March 2010 Tribune). You will remember from that earlier article the concept of the
fine-tuned universe is that it appears the world
was designed to produce and to sustain humanity — gravity, heat, light, all the elements of
nature, you name it — and this demonstrates
design and implies intelligent design.
This latest article by Hawking (“Why
God Did Not Create the Universe,” Wall Street
Journal, September 3, 2010) seems to confirm
all I wrote before, and in fact, I was prepared
to read a conclusion somewhat similar to his
statement in A Brief History of Time: “It would
be very difficult to explain why the universe
would have begun in just this way except as the
act of God who intended to create beings like
us.” In sentence after sentence, the brilliant
scientist gave a brilliant defense of intelligent
design, even referring to fine-tuning. And then,
despite all the evidence he adduced, near the
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end he writes, “Spontaneous creation is the
reason there is something rather than nothing,
why the universe exists, why we exist. It is not
necessary to invoke God....”
So again we are left with this — bring all
the evidence for God you want to the table.
Make it as overwhelming as you like. There is
still no God. Hawking is particularly stubborn
in this, having given such a defense of design,
and then making the statement that it at best
leaves the question of God’s existence open. But
as he grows older, this very bright and interesting man seems to close the door on God more
and more. And it appears this is the destination. Of the so-called war between religion
and science, Hawking says, “Science will win
because it works.”
I’ve read Hawking for years, having had an
interest in physical science in my school years.
His story is interesting, and perhaps the most
intriguing aspect of his agnosticism (I don’t
think he is a pure atheist) is the reason Hawking does NOT give for his unbelief.
Stephen Hawking learned he had a motor

neuron disease at the age of 21, just as he was
moving from Oxford to Cambridge to study
cosmology. The diagnosis was amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS, known colloquially as Lou
Gehrig’s disease). He had two or three years at
best they thought. Survival beyond 10 years is
uncommon. Today, more than 40 years later,
Hawking is still both alive and working, and he
has the most protracted case of ALS documented. He is able to communicate only through a
voice synthesizer activated by his cheek — virtually all other parts of his body are paralyzed.
I can see how contracting a crippling
disease early in life and then struggling with it
through four decades could embitter an individual. If at some point Hawking had lashed
out, “Look at me, and then tell me there is a
God,” I would understand that thought process.
As a pastor I have encountered it many times.
Remarkably, however, Hawking’s veer away
from God took place early on long before ALS.
His mother was a member of the Communist
Party, and by age 13 his hero was noted atheist
philosopher Bertrand Russell, and seems not to

be affected by his illness at all.
Chemist Henry “Fritz” Schaefer has often
given lectures on Hawking and his views on
the origin of the universe. He maintains that
Hawking is perhaps an agnostic, but not an
atheist, believing for
himself that Hawking’s problem is a
too small god rather
than no God at all.
But Schaefer is as
impressed as the rest
of us that the physicist has overcome so
much. How many
others, stricken in such a way, have shaken
an angry fist at God, declaring Him a fraud,
or worse yet, a malfeasant. Yet Mr. Hawking
seems not to have that attitude at all.
Schaefer says, “The irony of the story is
that Hawking’s professional life currently is
devoted to telling a story about the cosmos in
which all the elements which make his own life
so fascinating — love, faith, courage and even
creative imagination — disappear from view.”
He laments, “Aspiring to know the mind of
God, he can imagine nothing more interesting
than a set of equations governing the motion
of particles. I love these equations too, but they
are not the be-all and end-all of life!”
(“Stephen Hawking, the Big Bang, and
God,” Henry F. Schaefer III, at http://www.
leaderu.com/real/ri9501/bigbang2.html) If
Schaefer is right, and if to some extent Hawking is looking for God, it makes both his story
and his skepticism something of a marvel.
Compare this experience with that of a former believer now turned skeptic, Bart Ehrman.
Here is a bit of his story:
For most of my life I was a devout Christian, believing in God, trusting in Christ for salvation, knowing that God was actively involved
in this world. During my young adulthood, I was
an evangelical, with a firm belief in the Bible as
the inspired and inerrant word of God. During
those years I had fairly simple but commonly
held views about how there can be so much pain
and misery in the world. God had given us free
will (we weren’t programmed like robots), but
since we were free to do good we were also free
to do evil — hence the Holocaust, the genocide
in Cambodia, and so on.

At some point, though, this question of evil
and suffering in the world brought Ehrman to a
position of unbelief. He relates that first he left
evangelicalism and developed what he terms a
more sophisticated theology, and eventually the

ing knowledge of God rejects that knowledge
because of suffering. I have brought these two
men, Hawking and Ehrman, to the table, not
so much to show how you and I can out-argue
them. The truth is, few of us will ever have the
opportunity to
interact with
them and
people like
them, and to
be honest, I
am certain I
could not hold
my own in a
debate with
either. I will leave that to
others (and others have
successfully held their own
with them by the way).
No, I have brought them
to show you the forms
unbelief can take, and why
it is important that we take
the time to learn the stories
of the people we give witness to.
Hope, a word overused

Of the so-called war between religion
and science, Hawking says, “Science
will win because it works.”
problem of suffering “…increasingly became a
problem for me and my faith. How can one explain all the pain and misery in the world if God
— the creator and redeemer of all — is sovereign
over it, exercising his will both on the grand
scheme and in the daily workings of our lives?”
He read and thought and studied, and at
first reconciled himself somewhat by thinking of God suffering alongside us, but that
thinking too gave way, so that he rejected the
entire Christian message completely. Today, the
former Moody Bible Institute student writes
New York Times best-seller books questioning
and contradicting the basic Christian tenets he
had embraced so heartily in his youth and early
adulthood.
One man, in the midst of suffering, appears to be looking for God, and another hav-

these days as it is, is still a good Bible word, and
the word Peter uses when he tells us to be ready
with an answer for those who ask about our
own hope. Did Peter, and for that matter, did
Jesus know about earthquakes and tsunamis
and starvation and disease? Of course they did,
and in certain individual cases, they gave relief
to the suffering. But they knew, as other Christians knew, and as we know, God is acting in
the world, perhaps not acting as we would like,
but acting nevertheless to make things right,
with a view toward a day in the new creation
when suffering and evil will be completely
eradicated. In the meantime, our job is to allow
God to use us both to offer relief and hope as
we are able, with good reason.
Next month, a biblical response to questions about suffering and evil.
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Savannah Bible Baptist
plants new church

by Herb Hubbard, Pastor, Bible Baptist Church, Savannah, Georgia

I

f you had told me six months ago that at the age of 58, I was going to give
birth, I would have laughed hysterically. Well, God is laughing with me.
Through an amazing set of circumstances, we secured a a warehouse approximately 20 miles from our main campus on the east side of Savannah, and
Sunday, September 5, Bible Baptist West Church was born in Pooler, Georgia.
Pooler and the surrounding area have seen exponential growth, specifically in the last five years. Many of our own church families have moved that
way for numerous reasons.
Initially I thought, “Why me; why now? I have a great church full of wonderful people, a school, a day care, good facilities, and plenty of resources.” But
with the love and support of a great staff, lay leadership, and church body as
a whole, we proceeded to put this possibility in God’s hands, and He opened
every door and met every need.
To begin, I asked for a base of 50 people to move with me and volunteer
their time for six months as we win and disciple others to fill their spots. It
could not have gone any smoother. We had 229 in church, 143 in Sunday
school, one couple joined, and received $3,759 in offering.
The response of the next few Sundays will determine our base. I
believe the attendance will be very strong, and great things are ahead for
Bible Baptist West. With hard work, strong support, organized preparation, and much prayer, new churches can be started and prosper.
Giving birth at my age. More should try it!

From left to right: Danny and Marsha Hernandez, chairman of the deacons,
Shirley and Herb Hubbard, Karen and Benny Mullins, chairman of trustees.

Elmer Towns named
Liberty seminary dean

J

erry Falwell Jr., President and Chancellor of Liberty University, announced
August 25 the appointment of
Dr. Elmer L. Towns as Dean of Liberty
Baptist Theological Seminary. Towns replaces Interim Dean, Dr. Daniel Mitchell
who assumed his role in June 2010. Towns
will also continue to serve as Dean of the
School of Religion which offers undergraduate religious programs of study.
Chancellor Falwell said he was
searching for someone who was theologically
trained and an internationally recognized
authority on church ministry. Falwell noted,
“We were looking for someone with an international, scholarly reputation, yet someone who
was compatible with the doctrinal position,
church ministry emphasis, and founding spirit
of Liberty. Dr. Towns was reluctant at first to
take on such a huge responsibility at this stage
in his career but I am pleased that he finally
agreed to do so.”
Dr. Towns was the co-founder of Liberty

University in 1971 and previously
served as dean of the seminary
from 1979 until 1992. Under
Towns’ leadership, the seminary
was first granted associate membership in 1984 in the (ATS) the
American Theological Society,
the professional accrediting
association for seminaries. The
seminary was then accredited by (SACS), the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
in 1985. The Doctor of Divinity degree (the first
doctorate at Liberty) was instituted in 1986.
Also, the seminary was moved from its downtown location to the current campus during Dr.
Town’s first tenure as dean.
Dr. Elmer Towns said, “Dr. Falwell set
a goal in the early days for the university of
eventually enrolling 50,000 students. Not many
people inside the university thought that was
an achievable goal. But Liberty has achieved

that goal. Last year we had over 65,000 students
with over 12,000 on campus, and over 52,000
online. He wanted every student to be a ‘Champion for Christ’ in their spiritual life, their
ministry life, their family life, and their vocational life. Dr. Falwell wanted Liberty students
to be world-changers and world-conquerors.
He challenged them to ‘capture the world for
Christ.’”
Dr. Towns went on to say, “My goal as
leader of LBTS will be to lead the way toward
making these goals of Dr. Falwell and now
his son a reality. I want the seminary to focus
on the original vision of this university. The
Chancellor and I have now established a goal
of 10,000 students on campus and online — I
believe this would make LBTS the largest seminary in the world.” Falwell, Jr. added, “I pledge
my support and Dr. Towns pledges his energy
to attain this goal.”
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review release
Book Review:
Great Commission book challenging and helpful

Great Commission book challenging and helpful
The Great Commission
Resurgence: Fulfilling God’s
Mandate in Our Time,
Chuck Lawless and Adam W. Greenway. Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2010. 429 pp. $26.99.

Reviewed by Christopher
Regas, Associate Pastor, Glenwood Baptist Church, Kansas
City, MO

I

have often thought through the years, if the
body of Christ — the local church in general
and me in particular — would get serious
about the last words that Jesus spoke to the
local church, we could fulfill the Great Commission in our generation. What a challenge
and encouragement that is to my own heart”
(xi). With these words, Johnny Hunt, popular
preacher and current president of the Southern
Baptist Convention, begins his foreword to
the book, The Great Commission Resurgence:
Fulfilling the Great Commission in Our Time. If
your heart beats with the same passion, then
you will want to get a copy of this book. Be prepared, though, for that passion to rise and grow
stronger for having read it.
Nineteen essays written by Southern Baptist leaders (contributors include recognizable
names such as Ed Stetzer, Thom Rainer, Albert
Mohler, and David Platt) attempt to address
the growing concern among Southern Baptists
that their fellowship is in decline in the midst
of demographic changes. Unfortunately, the
problem of dormant churches, declining numbers, and discouraging trends is not unique to
Southern Baptists, and we in the Fellowship can
learn from this volume.
The five sections of the book suggest a
pathway for experiencing a resurgence in fulfilling the Great Commission: (1) Where We Are;
(2) From the Word; (3) For the World; (4) Via
the Church; and (5) The Way Forward. This
structure agrees with Hunt’s observation “that
if we really desire to be where God wants us, we
must honestly appraise where we are now and
12
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then make sure we have a clear
path based on His precious Word
to lead us to where He would have
us to be.” (xi)
The first four chapters
explain the current state of the
Southern Baptist Convention
(SBC): how demographic changes
in the U.S. population impact
church growth; how doctrinal
faithfulness does not guarantee
evangelistic fruitfulness; how past and present threats can undermine Great Commission
priorities and partnerships; and ten questions
any organization more than 20 years old should
ask about its future.
The next four chapters deal with the relationship of theology and the Great Commission, with a good discussion of the balance of
both God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. The next section of four chapters has to do
with missions. Chapters on how North America
has become a mission field, and the threat that
the American dream poses to a Great Commission resurgence are especially helpful.
Yet another four chapters concentrate on
the local church and the Great Commission.
Finally three chapters attempt to chart a way
forward in light of recent trends and developments. A latter chapter “reminds all church
leaders and local churches that as we move
forward, we will need convictional boundaries
grounded in the truthfulness of Scripture while
at the same time we will need to build bridges
of cooperation. We cannot ignore necessary
boundary markers.”
When the largest Baptist group in America
publicly admits decline and seeks to address its
deficiencies in a biblical and practical manner, we should all sit up and take notice. The
pastors and churches of our Fellowship will
identify with much here: the repeated call for
a grass roots resurgence at the local church
level; the weakness of a mechanical, programmatic approach to making disciples; and the
threat of denominational bureaucracy. Many of

the struggles identified will ring true for every
Baptist pastor and church in America, no matter the affiliation: the changing demographics
of the U.S. population, the “tsunami” of global
urbanization and immigration, the need for
“methodological pluralism,” the increasing
secularization of our culture, evangelistic ineffectiveness, the graying of our churches, and
the disengagement of younger leaders.
On this last point, I was struck by a statement in one chapter by Stetzer and Nation on
partnering with our sons and daughters for a
Great Commission future. They present five
options regarding younger leaders who are
coming of age: we can (1) try to stop them; (2)
alienate them; (3) be apathetic; (4) be hesitant;
or (5) take a deep breath, hand them the keys,
mentor, and pray! The wisdom of the final challenge is worth quoting:
“Paul struggled with the young leader
Mark, but multiplied himself through young
men like Timothy and Titus. It will not always
be easy but it will always be worthwhile. He
gave ministry away to young leaders. He valued
them as sons. He released them as co-laborers.
He knew the future of the movement was
beyond what he could physically protect and
accomplish….
You can provide what no technology
or trend can do. You can become a leader to
the next leaders. You can become the person
who cares enough to pray and invest in young
leaders. You can help keep them accountable
and encouraged as they take the keys and get
behind the wheel.... The greatest legacy that
you may leave behind is not a large ministry
but the ability in another person to lead in the
grandness of God’s kingdom and His church.”
(385-386)
The issues in this book are not unique to
any one movement, but are shared concerns
of all who are burdened for fulfilling the Great
Commission in our generation, and every
movement must come to grips with the current
need for a resurgence in reaching our generation for Christ.

LIFT/AirLIFT 2010 sees over 500 students accept Christ

By Dan Brown, Executive Director of LIFT Student Ministries

F

ollowing seven weeks of youth camp in
early summer on various Christian college
campuses stateside, LIFT Student Ministries
(LSM) “crossed the pond” to minister to 230plus students in Great Britain, and then later in
Botswana, Africa.
August 6, 2010, 31 Americans
from varying backgrounds and
states loaded a flight bound for
Manchester, England, at the invitation of BBFI missionary Tom Gritts.
The excitement on the plane was as
infectious as our team was diverse.
Our ministry team consisted of
both high school and college students and businessmen and women
whose purpose was clear: to share
the gospel of Jesus Christ with students in the United Kingdom.
Once the team landed in
Manchester, England, we divided
our group into two ministry teams.
Team A spent the weekend prior
to camp with Missionaries Greg and Collene
Kent, Libanus Baptist Church, Llanfairfechan,
Wales, while Team B headed to Cannock
Chase, England, spending time with Pastor Ian
and Marie Hutchings, Hope Baptist Church.
Both teams ministered in Sunday worship
services at their respective locations.
Upon our arrival to Cefn Lea in Wales,
we were greeted by Kurt and Melinda Brown,
missionaries to Graz, Austria. They had flown
in with four students out of their ministry to be
a part of LIFT-UK. In addition to the Austrian
students, we were blessed to meet, greet, and
minister to students from England, Wales,
Scotland, and Norway. By the end of our first
day, we welcomed 230 students in all, as well as
pastors, missionaries, and counselors.
We had a full praise band for the entire
week led by Colby Taylor, Creative Arts Pastor, LIFE Church of Delaware County, Aston,

Pennsylvania. The band had both American
and British members who quickly gelled, both
musically and in spirit. How God used them
in the leading of praise and worship certainly
set the perfect stage for the Word of God to be
shared.

Ed Trinkle, Lead Pastor of LIFE Church
of Delaware County in Aston, was our guest
speaker. Ed, along with his wife, Kim, and
their four daughters joined us in the UK. He
was most certainly God’s man for the week. To
God’s glory, 42 students came to know Christ
and 40 surrendered their lives to Him.
Following the completion of LIFT-UK, we
left to meet another ministry team in Botswana, Africa, for a second AirLIFT ministry
event. As with our UK camping experience, our
Botswana team consisted of both high school
and college-aged students as well as businessmen and women from the states. We joined
with and worked alongside missionaries Steven
and Pam Workman. The uniqueness of the
team made for an amazing experience.
Since nearly 85 percent of the students in
Botswana are either infected with the HIV virus
or have AIDS, there is an urgency to share the

gospel. Another way we were able to minister
was to provide watches for every student in
attendance, because taking their medicines on
time is of the utmost importance.
Our speaker in Botswana was Todd Spain,
Lead Pastor of Bible Baptist Church in Ft.
Wayne, Indiana. Both he and his
wife, Joann, joined the team in
Africa. Colby Taylor led our worship as he did in Wales. We were
blessed to minister to 200 students
per day with 55 coming to know
Christ as their personal Savior and
17 surrendering their lives to His
will.
LIFT also had two firsts this
summer. We sent Caleb Moore of
Detroit, Michigan, to Hope Baptist
Church, Cannock Chase, England,
as a summer intern. Caleb has
responded to God’s call on his life
to return to England to minister
upon graduation in 2011. We also
welcomed James Vinney, a young man from
Wales, who traveled to the States to be a part of
our LIFT Summer Support Staff.
Upcoming trips include a survey trip to
Perth, Australia, in January 2011, looking to take
LIFT “Down Under.” We are also planning an
UpLIFT event for 2011 where our LIFT team will
minister to youth pastors and their wives. For
more information about these upcoming events
or LIFT 2011, please check out our new website,
lift4life.com.
All in all, we are amazed at what God allowed us to experience this summer. We ministered to more than 4,000 students resulting in
more than 500 coming to know Christ and seeing nearly 750 surrendering their lives to Him.
Over 800 students have expressed interest and
asked for information about either traveling
stateside as 2011 LIFT Summer Support Staff or
being a part of AirLIFT.
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Dutton Lane (1732-?) — His father tried to kill him

D

utton Lane was born November 7, 1732, near Baltimore,
Maryland. Sometime after his birth, his father moved
the family to Virginia near the North Carolina border. The
Lanes were unlikely prospects for the Baptists. Richard Lane,
Dutton’s father, was a devoted Anglican and an ardent enemy
of the Baptists.
Tidence Lane, Dutton’s older brother, was the first Lane
to embrace Baptist beliefs and was instrumental in his brother’s conversion. Tidence had married and moved into North
Carolina where he heard of the renowned Shubal Stearns,
and out of curiosity went to hear
him preach. This encounter resulted in Tidence’s conversion and
baptism, and like Andrew of the
New Testament, he went and told
his brother what great things God
had done for him. Dutton, moved
by his brother’s testimony, was
converted and baptized by Shubal
Stearns.
Impressed that it was his
duty to preach the gospel, Dutton
Lane began to proclaim the glories of God’s redeeming love. A revival ensued, and several of
Dutton’s friends and neighbors were converted. On one occasion, Shubal Stearns’ co-laborer, Daniel Marshall, baptized
42 of Dutton Lane’s converts.
In 1760, Marshall officially organized the Dan River
Church with Dutton Lane as their pastor. Although lacking
a formal education, he possessed a vigorous constitution, a
powerful voice, and a heart on fire with the love of Jesus. The
church flourished and within time expanded to include five
branches with five assistant pastors.
Like most of his contemporaries, Dutton Lane was not
exempt from persecution. Surprisingly, his most vehement
persecutor was his father. When Dutton became a Baptist his
father was infuriated. He believed his son had renounced his
family and God. This situation reached a boiling point when
Richard Lane discovered that his wife had gone to hear Dutton preach. Enraged by his wife’s actions, he struck her and
swore he would kill his son. Taking his gun, he began pursuing Dutton, but fortunately Mrs. Lane interceded on Dutton’s
behalf and convinced her husband that before he killed their
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son, he should at least hear him preach and judge whether he
was worthy of death.
Richard Lane reluctantly agreed to go hear his son
preach. However, instead of killing his youngest son, Richard
Lane was slain by the sword of the Spirit, from which he was
revived with the hope of eternal life and was baptized by the
son he intended to kill.
Another interesting event occurred in Luneburg County where Dutton Lane had gone to preach. While the service
was in progress, Joseph Williams, a magistrate, interrupted
the services and ordered Dutton to
cease preaching and for the crowd
to disperse. Dutton mildly replied
that as there were many other places he could preach without interruption, he did not know that he
would come there again. After
speaking a few words to the crowd,
he addressed Mr. Williams and
said, “Little sir, as you now think
it, my impressions tell me that you
will become a Baptist, a supporter
of the cause you now persecute.”
This prediction was fulfilled, for in about 12 years Mr. Williams was converted and became a zealous Baptist deacon.
Another interesting event concerned a man named
William Cocker who was heard to say on many occasions
that he would rather go to hell than heaven if going to heaven
required him to be a Baptist. But, providentially finding himself at a place where Dutton Lane was preaching, he decided
he would hear what the Baptist had to say. Before the sermon
ended, William Cocker fell to the ground and cried, “Lord,
have mercy upon me! What shall I do to be saved?” He would
become a committed Baptist, a defender of the cause he once
despised.
Dutton Lane continued to preach almost to the day of
his death, and his Christian life was always beyond reproach.
But in the latter part of his life, he adopted and maintained
certain strange opinions. This occurred when he began to
neglect the truths that were plain and obvious and began
speculating about the mysterious and unknowable things of
God. Lord, help us to keep our eyes upon Jesus and may our
finish be stronger than our beginning.

Brave enough for the new world?

L

et’s take a look at two articles that caught
my eye in the last 30 days. The first is
“Beyond City Limits.” “The Age of Nations
is over. The new urban age has begun,” reads the
tag line on this piece from Foreign Policy, September/October 2010 by Parag Khanna.
“Beyond City Limits” points out,
• More than half the world lives in cities
• Just 100 cities account for 30 percent of the
world’s economy and almost all its innovation
• New York City’s economy alone is larger than
six of the Sub-Saharan African economies
combined
• New York City and London together still represent 40 percent of global market capitalization
• Hong Kong receives more tourists annually
than all of India
• Jakarta is a megalopolis of 24 million
• Cairo’s urban development has stretched so far
from the city’s core that it now encroaches
directly on the pyramids 14 miles away
• Across India, more than 275,000,000 people
are projected to move into the country’s
teeming cities over the next two decades
•By 2025, China is expected to have 15 super cities with an average population of 25 million
(Europe will have none)
Khanna declares, “The 21st century will
not be dominated by America or China, Brazil
or India, but by the city. In an age that appears
increasingly unmanagable, cities rather than
states are now becoming the islands of government on which the future world order will be
built. This new world is not — and will not be
— one global village so much as a network of
different ones.”
Khanna describes the new reality. “These

cities are the real magnets of economies, the
innovators of politics, and increasingly the
drivers of diplomacy. They won’t obey the same
rules as the old compact of nations; they will
write their own opportunistic codes of conduct
animated by the need for efficiency, connectivity, and security above all else.”
Furthermore, Kahanna makes sure we are
aware that “while western cities have dominated the ranks of leading urban centers since the
industrial revolution…a major shift becomes
apparent. There is an accelerating Asianization.” He points out that, “for these emerging
global hubs, modernization does not equal
westernization. Asia’s rising powers sell the
West toys and oil and purchase world-class
architecture and engineering in return. Western values like freedom of speech and religion
are not part of the bargain.”
Khanna, senior research fellow at the New
America Foundation, concludes his piece saying,
“What happens in our cities, simply put, matters
more than what happens anywhere else.”
How does all of this information square
with your view of the world and impact our
thinking regarding the Great Commission?
How do we approach evangelism and missions
and how does this reality influence our preaching, our teaching, our giving, our sense of
urgency? How does it influence our approach to
missions training, education, conferences, and
funding?
Now, let’s glance at “Urban Urgency, Missionaries Follow Migration to City Centers” by
Sara Eekhoff Zylstra in the August 2010 Christianity Today. Zylstra points out that fewer than
30 percent of the world’s 2.5 billion people in
1950 lived in cities. “By 2050 almost 70 percent
of the world’s estimated 10 billion people will
do so.” She cites movement by the Internation-

Urban
Current
al Mission Board (SBC) InterVarsity Missions,
New Tribes Missions, as well as several other
organizations as moving in very deliberate ways
toward an urban focus.
Clearly, we are not so concerned about
trends that will be studied and written up in
sociology texts. Our eyes are on the individuals who make up the mass. Reaching cities is
the Bible plan to evangelize the world. Modern
urbanization has been underway for 100 years.
Where have we been? What are we doing now?
Why are New Testament churches, stewards of the greatest news ever and peopled by
those with a great passion to reach the lost, so
stuck in old paradigms having nothing to do
with gospel truth? Why are we so slow to keep
up with what God is doing in the world?
New Testament churches ought to be
bands of Special Forces. We know whose flag we
are under. We understand the cause. We know
who the enemy is. We are ready. We are adaptable. We are committed to the mission, not the
method. We don’t have to review the litany of
silliness do we? The people who opposed the
organ as an instrument of the devil. The people
who made it a matter of orthodoxy that Psalms
be sung and not songs written by men.
New Testament churches ought to be incubators of innovation committed to change as
change is needed to carry out the mission.
God is at work in His world. He has called
us to work with Him. The night is coming. If we
do not maximize the urban opportunity, we will
answer for it at the Bema seat.

by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church,
Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org
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baptist bible college

Great Commission
priority for students

b o s to n b a pt i s t c o l l e g e

Weeds (not weed!)
by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College

by Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

F

ulfilling the Great Commission has been the priority of Baptist
Bible College from the day of its inception in 1950 to the present day. For over 60 years, alumni, students, and faculty have obediently honored the Commission by going in Jesus’ name to their
place of calling sharing the truth of Jesus Christ, planting churches,
and mentoring new believers. Our fervor to accomplish our Lord’s
marching orders has never been stronger than it is today. Baptist
Bible College has a proven track record of educating young men and
women to have an indelible influence in the culture to which they
have been sent. Theological education is not merely for the purpose
of producing astutely trained minds, but rather for the purpose of
training men and women to become effective Christian leaders with
a loyalty to the Great Commission and the local church.
Additionally, Baptist Bible College is uniquely Baptist. Perhaps
as no other Baptist college in history, BBC underscores the purpose,
function, and importance of the local Baptist church with passion
and clarity. While we recognize there are others whom God is using
to reach the lost, we are proud of our independent Baptist heritage.
This fall semester, Kshitiz Sharma became the first student
from Kathmandu, Nepal to enroll at Baptist Bible College. His
father, Jeevan Sharma, a former Hindu, was led to Christ and mentored by BBC graduate and BBFI missionary David Freeman. Kshitiz writes, “My opinion about God was based on idols of Hindu gods
who were more like fancy superheroes with supernatural powers,
and seeing no such idols in church came as a surprise to me. But
God kept knocking the doors of my heart.”
Kshitiz became a follower of the true God as a result of attending Freeman’s church with his father. As Sharma begins classes this
month, his testimony is an affirmation of the fact that our Great
Commission priority is still intact.
Another academic year has begun at BBC. Both parents and
pastors have entrusted Baptist Bible College with these students.
With your help and by God’s grace we will fulfill our mission in their
lives. Over the years, thousands have partnered with us to accomplish our calling, and we are grateful. But the challenge has never
been greater. Even our respected religious institutions are mired in
a fog of spiritual confusion. We will not allow these challenges to
stop the work that was begun 60 years ago. People are looking for
solutions to the cultural confusion they face. I want to invite you to
become a part of the solution by partnering with us as we continue
the tradition of educating the next generation of pastors, missionaries, church workers, and Christian leaders.
For latest news and events at Baptist Bible College, including upcoming
College Days, see BBC’s website, www.gobbc.edu.
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W

e have a problem at Boston Baptist College, weeds. Not anything illegal, you understand…our problem is just undesirable weeds.
It was a long hot summer in New England — more typical of
West Texas than Eastern Massachusetts. The grass just couldn’t take
it, but the weeds did just fine. Go figure.
Maybe my favorite place on our Boston campus is the Walk of
Light. We began building it a few years back in honor of Dr. Harry
Boyle’s retirement. The Walk is a tribute to lifelong faithfulness, and
it is a beautiful walk surrounded by inscribed granite pillars that
stand as tribute to men and women who have “walked the walk.” I
do the Walk most days — it is a great place to pray, to remember the
giants on whose shoulders we stand, to be inspired to press on for
lifelong faithfulness.
But now there are weeds on the Walk, and I hate it. So students
have seen me out there from time to time pulling weeds. And they
often help me. Chelsea has helped; Stacey is an amazing weed-puller. Her brother, Ryan, isn’t too shabby himself. And there are more.
I am not sure they understand why I hate the weeds so much.
Maybe they just think I look pitiful out there. But I’m glad to have
them. I am at war with the weeds, and students are helping me on
my mission.
I am not a gardener, but I have learned something from the
weeds on our Walk of Light. If you really want to get rid of the
weeds, you cannot just break off what is visible. You have to pull like
you mean it and get the roots that are below the surface. We use all
the sprays we can, and we cut and trim, but the real war of the weeds
is down on our knees, rooting out the stuff that doesn’t belong.
Boston Baptist College is a weeding endeavor. God sends us
young people from all over the world. Some are highly motivated
and have a very clear vision of what God’s calling on their lives looks
like. Others are much more diamonds in the rough who come from
all kinds of challenging situations — but who hope to live lives that
make an eternal difference. But we all bring our weeds. It may not
sound too glamorous, but to do ministry education with value, it
does mean that we must not only add knowledge, we must do some
subtraction as well. The writer of Hebrews talked about laying aside
the sin that so easily besets us so we can run the race set before us.
I have already told our student body in chapel that we have to be
ready to be changed if we are serious about serving the Lord Jesus.
The weeds have to go. They have to be pulled up by the roots
if we are serious. That is true on the Walk of Light and it is true on
the walk of life.

s c h oo l n e w s

BBC grad. school announces new chaplaincy option
Springfield, MO
Greg Christopher, Vice President of Academic
Affairs at Baptist Bible College, announced the
graduate school of Baptist Bible College has a
new option for those desiring to serve as a military chaplain. Students now have the choice to
prepare for the chaplaincy ministry by either
pursuing the traditional Master of Divinity or the
new Master of Arts Biblical Studies (MABS). The
new MABS takes advantage of recent changes by
the Department of Defense (DOD).
Historically, all military chaplains must
receive the 90- to 96-credit-hour Master of
Divinity. However, the DOD now accepts a
72-credit-hour masters degree as the minimum

educational requirement in religious or theological studies.
Responding to the DOD changes, the new
MABS offers the military chaplain candidate a
balanced education enabling the student to minister effectively to those serving in the United
States Armed Forces. The degree provides a foundation for accurate biblical interpretation, an extensive comprehension of theology, an articulate
biblical worldview, and a wide variety of practical
theology choices. The MABS prepares the chaplain candidate to accurately and effectively minister God’s Word both in public preaching and in
the challenges and intricacies of private ministry

BBC, Cox College of Nursing and
Health Sciences to partner

with military personnel. The student may choose
to tailor the elective component of the degree to
focus in the area of his interest including counseling, preaching, theology, missions, or biblical
languages and interpretation. The degree also
qualifies for federal financial aid.
The graduate school of Baptist Bible College has been educating BBFI chaplains since
1998. Preparing men for this special ministry
among the American military fits the mission of
the college perfectly, and currently 15 BBFI endorsed military chaplains are fulfilling this mission as they serve the Lord and impact military
personnel and their families around the world.
Those interested in the military chaplaincy
ministry should contact the graduate school at
(417) 268-6054 or malbert@gobbc.edu.

Springfield, MO
Jim Edge, President of Baptist Bible
College, hosted a reception August 13 to
announce an agreement with Cox College of Springfield. Baptist Bible College is partnering with Cox College to
enable BBC students to enroll in both
the nursing program sponsored by Cox
College while pursuing a Bachelor’s of
Intercultural Studies at BBC. Graduating students will receive an Associate
of Science in Nursing from Cox College
upon completion of the programs.
President Edge says, “For BBC
students to prepare for global ministry while at
the same time pursing a nursing degree makes
perfect sense. Ministry is about engaging others
with the message of Jesus Christ. Nursing skills
complement that message as BBC students address the spiritual and physical needs of others.
They have the opportunity to be a part of an exciting program of study that will enable graduates to do just that.”
According to Edge and Greg Christopher,
Vice President of Academic Affairs, BBC students
in the nursing program will integrate their faith
and learning as they build a biblical worldview
and learn to engage and impact their global society for Jesus Christ. One way to do this is through
medical mission trips around the world.

Christian, military & patriotic neckties - $6
Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a
Medicine - $6 (1,200 sold)
Spanish neckties - $7
Annette’s 200 Original Italian Recipe
Cookbook - $20 (free postage)

Another plus for participating students is
that they will receive “preferred admission status” when applying at Cox College where the
admissions process is competitive, and after successfully completing the course, students may
take the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN®), which
will qualify them to practice as registered nurses.
BBFI Associate Mission Director Jim Smith
sees this new partnership as an opportunity for
prospective missionaries. He says, “In restricted
access nations and among the developing world
where medical treatment is hard to come by,
having this credential will open many doors for
service for the Lord and to the people in those
nations.”
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fellowship news

Sauk Trail honors Dave Hardy on Laborer’s Day
Richton Park, IL
Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, host church for this
year’s Fall BBFI Fellowship meeting, spent Labor Day Sunday honoring Dave Hardy, a longtime friend of the church and Pastor Bruce
Humbert. The celebration was a continuation of
a tradition begun in 1990 when Pastor Humbert

From left: Sauk Trail Baptist Pastor Bruce Humbert,
Dave Hardy, and Sauk Trail Music Minister Bric Bolin
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inaugurated the first “Laborer’s Day” honoring
R.O. Woodworth, a BBFI founder.
Humbert says, “This day, to honor a veteran preacher for a life of faithful ministry to the
Lord, is a special way of fulfilling 1 Timothy 5:17,
giving double honor. It is not only a blessing to
the honored guest, but has become one of the
great blessings to the church as well.”
Past Laborer’s Day honorees include Eli
Harju, Frank Collins, Art Wilson, A.V. Henderson, Earl Smith, Charles Billington, John Rawlings, Homer Ressler, Don (Mardy) Humbert,
Parker Dailey, Carl Boonstra, Al Lacy, Harold
Clayton, Jack Humbert, Joe Domingos, Clifford
Clark, Elmer Deal, and Leland Kennedy.
As part of the celebration, the church presented Hardy and his wife, Grace, with several
gifts, including a love offering, an Apple IPad, a
Sony eReader, clothing, and gift cards for several
eateries.
Of Hardy, Pastor Humbert says, “He is
probably the best friend I have in the ministry.”

For information or to order:

The Reapers/Thomas Ray
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas TX 75379
Phone 972.509.9240 Fax 972.769.2597
Email: tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com

fellowship news

Calvary Baptist honors Abbotts for 13th anniversary
Bowie, TX
The congregation of Calvary Baptist Church observed the 13th anniversary of Pastor Ron Abbott
and his wife, Irene, with the church August 15.
The church celebrated with a baptism service, a

dinner, and a concert with the Ascension Quartet in the afternoon.
The church also gave the couple a trip and
stay in a bed and breakfast inn in Granbury,
Texas. Abbott says,
“Irene and I are privileged to pastor a wonderful church family.
We are asking God for

health and strength to enjoy many more years
with them.”

DOES YOUR
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
CURRICULUM STAY TRUE TO

God’s Word?
RBP’s Life Design adult Bible
studies are intensely Biblical,
with Bible-book and topical studies
based solely on God’s Word.
More than 25 Titles!

800.727.4440
www.RegularBaptistPress.org
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fellowship news

A living legacy in Peru
St. Louis, MO
By Keith Gillming, Sr. Pastor
Lighthouse Baptist Church
Editor’s note – Pastor Keith Gillming and his wife,
Becky, recently concluded a visit to Peru. Pastor
Gillming and his church have sent four mission
teams to Peru since 2007. These are some of his
reflections after their recent trip.
When you combine the expertise of over 50
years in Peru that Rudy Johnson has, and add
the fresh vision and hard work ethic of Daniel
Duke (approved as a missionary in 2005), you
are witnessing a modern Paul and Timothy
right before your eyes. This team of missionaries is doing a good job of passing the torch and
enabling the next generation to continue the
legacy established by BBFI missionaries.
Rudy and Loraine Johnson have assisted
a good team of national pastors and dedicated
missionaries with the result of over 90 churches
planted and 125 mission works started. Then,
instead of retiring in 2001, Rudy packed his bags
and moved from Lima with his faithful wife, Loraine, to Cusco, Peru. This thriving city of two
million people is 11,000 feet high in the Andes
Mountains and is the first stop on the way to
Machu Picchu, the ancient lost city of the Inca
Indians. After celebrating nearly 80 birthdays,
he continues to build churches as he finishes
well on his lifelong journey to reach Peru for
Christ.
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In 2005, Daniel and Laura Duke,
along with Raquel Avila, joined the
Johnsons to continue the work of planting churches in Peru. Nearing the end
of three years on the field, they find
themselves with a good command of
the language as well as an established
youth camp called Tomo de Gozo. They
have been reaching scores of young
people through this outreach near the
city of Pisac, Peru. Upon their return
in 2011, Daniel and Laura will be planting another church in Cusco, Peru, as
they are mentored by the Johnsons.
With land prices nearing $500,000 per half acre,
they will be leaning on the Lord for yet another
miracle.
Many BBFI churches have experienced
a mission trip of a lifetime as they helped the
Johnson/Duke/Avila team in the thin air of
the Andes Mountains. With a little Spanish
and a strong back, many churches from the
States have made
an impact on this
remote and breathtaking region of the
world. Since 2007,
Lighthouse Baptist
Church has sent
four mission teams
to Peru involving

over 60 individuals. After sending four missions
groups and seeing these ministries first hand, I
would have to conclude that the Great Commission is being fulfilled in the heart of Peru.
If you or others in your church would like to
explore the opportunity of taking a mission trip
to Peru, contact Daniel Duke through his website at Dukes4Peru.org or cuscoperu.org.

m i s s i o n a ry l e t t e r s

Bill & Cindy Hargis | USLG

Tom & Lisa Reesor | New Zealand

Brother Leonel called me from the hospital with pains in his chest. After a few
hours in the emergency room and several tests, the doctors assured him it was
indigestion. But, a few final tests revealed what they thought was a cancerous
tumor. The bad news was confirmed a day or two later. The next few weeks
brought this 32-year-old Venezuelan young man into a real dependence on
God. Our people covered him in prayers as a final test was scheduled. When
the results finally were in, we praised God for His grace. The tests were negative!

Tiana Law was 16 years old when she decided to go joy riding with five of
her friends. The driver tried a “drift” into a turn and ended up flipping the
vehicle two times before it rammed into a light post. Tiana was thrown from
the vehicle and was killed instantly. When we received the news I rushed over
to Tiana’s house just in time to be there as her grandmother, Oriwa, broke the
news to Cheney, Tiana’s 11-year-old sister. All I could do was cry, hug them,
and pray with them. This family has been through so much. Tiana’s mother died
when she was five. Her father lives in Australia. For 10 years she and Cheney
have lived with their grandmother who has loved them and influenced them
for Christ. Tiana came to us during our VBS two yeas ago. As a troubled teen,
Tiana was not perfect. Her grandma said she ran with a rough crowd at school.
She loved her church family and was trying hard to be a good influence for her
sister and friends, but she struggled living in two worlds. It cost Tiana her life.
One good thing, she was always trying to get her friends to come to church.
That same night after she died, we held a memorial service at church and her
friends came. Tiana got her wish! God blessed and we had the privilege of
preaching the gospel to over 150 people. Many were school friends, teacher,
and family.

Dan & Cricket Young | Panama
Izamar, a recent high school graduate, finally dealt with a struggle she’d had
for many years. As a young girl, she had been dealt with about salvation. However, over the years, she began to realize that she had not really experienced
the change she had seen in others and had heard so much about during testimonies. During a recent trip with the family to their farm, she spoke with her
older brother, David, about it. He carefully explained the plan of salvation once
again. When they returned from their trip, she asked to speak with Cricket.
During their conversation, she gave a very clear testimony of her salvation. The
doubts were gone; the security was there. Izamar knew that her next step was
baptism. Though nervous and concerned about what others might think, she
readily consented to being baptized. It was a rare Wednesday night baptismal,
but it was a great blessing to the church and us. Please pray for her growth in
knowledge and grace as she serves the Lord.

BBT 1-2 Pg BCTC 0810 paths.indd 1
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m i s s i o n a ry l e t t e r s

Lloyd & Edith Baker | Philippines
Fidel Rearte’s parents were poor and could not afford to send their children
beyond the free elementary grades, so Fidel was given a work grant at Miriam
College in order to finish his high school. He worked as a janitor during the
day for his tuition and food, and then studied at night. One day, he was given
a tract by the Campus Crusade for Christ. There he learned he was a sinner
and that Jesus died for him. At that moment he accepted Christ as his Savior.
At the time, he was working for Genco. That’s where he met Allen Carpio, a
member of Pasig Bible Baptist Church. Allen invited him to a prayer meeting
and he attended. Later, two staff members visited him and witnessed to him.
Learning he was already saved, they invited Fidel to attend the church. He
attended the next service and presented himself for baptism. The next Sunday,
I had the privilege of baptizing this young man. God impressed upon his heart
to attend Bible college. He attended classes in the morning and worked at
Genco at night, but the burden of his heart was to serve the Lord full time. So
we put him on staff at PBBC where he served faithfully for 10 years. Then the
Lord opened a door for him to become the pastor of a newly-started mission in
Nasugbo, Batangas. For 21 years now he and his wife, Gloria, have labored in
Nasugbo Bible Baptist Church. They have a nice property, a beautiful building,
and a wonderful congregation. Fidel is a son in the faith the Lord has given us.

Jon & Ruth Bergen | Scotland
A lady we met when we first moved here has recently started coming to
services. She has been asking many questions about the Bible and God. When
she asked where to start reading her Bible, Ruth encouraged her to read the
book of John. She came to me the next Sunday and said, “Okay, I finished the
book of John, I couldn’t put it down. Now where do I read?” Pray that she
will continue to seek God!

Randy & Sherry Rhoton | Costa Rica
During one of our recent medical mission trips to the village of Ukupa, the
first Silah (main village leader) came to the clinic and heard the gospel. After
praying the sinner’s prayer, he lifted his head and told Hermenegildo (our
Kuna team member), “For the first time in my life, I realized that Jesus Christ
is the only way to heaven!”

Lance & Leah Patterson | Kenya
On our way home, the Land Rover overheated again. We managed to get to
a service station, and while we were waiting for the engine to cool down, I
started witnessing to the mechanic. They weren’t busy, so as I talked, three
other workers came over to listen. In the end, Henry, Boniface, Ken, and Joel
prayed with me to be saved. What started out as a headache turned into a
golden opportunity and the Lord blessed.
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Bob & Sandy Frazier | Mexico
It is amazing how one person’s life can have an impact on so many others.
When Veronica’s family and relatives saw her unconscious in a hospital bed
from a drug overdose, they didn’t think there was any hope. But when they
saw God do a miracle in her life — not only allowing her to live but giving
her a new life in Christ and sharing her testimony with everyone she came in
contact with — they knew that the good news of Christ was for real. God used
her to speak to her family, and five of them made professions of faith and were
among those baptized on June 13.

Brian & Rachel Weed | Nicaragua
Porfirio and Blanca are our newest warriors working in the northern part of
the country. Even though Porfirio didn’t hear the gospel until he and his wife
came to our mother church in Managua, he sees how God had plans for his
life all along. During the ’72 earthquake, God protected him when a beam
fell from the roof and landed on the bed where he was sleeping. During the
country’s civil war, he was recruited to serve in the military where so many
lost their lives, but God protected him. Porfirio became so good in sports that
he was picked to play on the national volleyball team. God had plans for him
to be able to use his athletic training in ministry to reach teenagers. God gave
Porfirio an excellent mind where he was able to earn three college degrees and
work as a specialized teacher and director in the public school system for 19
years. God has used Porfirio’s degrees and experience to give us an open door
to the public schools in the region where his church is. When God called them
into full-time ministry and they answered that call, he knew they would pay a
high price. Not only did they give up a very nice salary, but when his catholic
mother heard of their choice she had all her legal papers changed excluding
him from his own house, will, and inheritance. Even though it seems they lost
everything, they actually gained it all. Pray for them!

Don & Mona Bowles | Zambia
The first time we met Kelvin and Evelyn we knew there was something different about them. They were happy and visited the altar frequently for prayer
and dedication. Don asked Kelvin several times if God was calling him into the
ministry, but he always said, “No.” Then one day he had an accident in the copper mines. During his recuperation he had time to think and decided God was
calling him to preach. After pastoring Faith Baptist for five years, Don asked the
church if they wanted to call Kelvin as their pastor. They did and that couple
has continued to be faithful even in severe personal and ministerial trials. They
recently celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary, which is not very common
here in Zambia because of AIDS, and the church surprised them with a special
celebration. It is hard to convey the happiness everyone experienced on that
day, but it was wonderful to see what God has done in their lives.
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Andy & Lisa Simpson | Taiwan

Richie & Missy Orrick | Wales

Several years ago, Gene Huang, from Lighthouse, was saved through our Sunday school ministry. However, his parents wouldn’t allow him to be baptized
until he was 20 years old. Well, he turned 20 earlier this year and he followed
the Lord in baptism! We are so thankful that Satan didn’t distract this young
believer. We are still training Gene to serve the Lord, so please pray for his
growth and faithfulness.

“I don’t want to bother him, he looks busy,” was the excuse I planned to use
to ease my soul about not witnessing to the man behind the front desk of
the Best Western in Sweetwater, Texas. Immediately, the war within began to
wage. This was an opportunity that I had been praying for. How could I not
care enough for another man’s soul? Convinced and convicted, I gave the man
a tract and immediately he stopped what he was doing. He was very eager to
hear how he could know for sure that he would go to heaven. After seeing his
need for Jesus and his tears from the years of sin and self, Dustin prayed to be
saved right there in the front desk of the hotel! Our days are filled with opportunities to share the good news and yet too often we use excuses that only
excuse precious souls into an eternity without God.

Lance & Melanie Gotcher | Philippines
Russell Surigao has been involved in our church for a while. He lives with six
other family members in a humble house. All of his younger siblings have been
involved in our MANNA feeding program. He has played drums in our church
praise team since he was 14. It’s been a pleasure to see Russell grow up
before our eyes and grow in his service for the Lord. We started a pilot college
scholarship program through MANNA with Russell being one of the first three
recipients. He will graduate next year with an electrical engineering degree.
We’ve been praying for Russell because he has been struggling with a call to
ministry. I thought he was going to surrender to be a worship leader; but at
camp this year he surrendered to be a pastor. He has already started taking
courses at our Bible college and next year he’ll be taking more subjects. We’re
excited because this is an answer to prayer, that God would call young people
connected with MANNA into the ministry.

Ed & Ruby Bausell | Sioux Nation
Mrs. White Horse, from the Rosebud reservation, recently lost a grandchild. The
family asked me to have the wake services and the funeral. Praise the Lord,
both parents trusted Christ as their savior. Mrs. White Horse really blessed my
heart when she shared her testimony with the parents. She said, “It seemed
like my heart was in a thousand pieces, but when I called upon the Lord the
pieces all came together and the healing began.” Too many fractured hearts
are here, but Jesus is the Great Physician.

Save the date!

F
B

T emple

November 1-4, 2010
Come be a part of an exciting week of
activity focusing on World Evangelism
through Church Planting.
Each morning, over a dozen men
experienced in the areas of missions and
church planting will present practical and
encouraging seminars designed for:
•
•
•
•

6401 Missionary Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-323-8100

Missionary Evangelists
Pastors, Deacons, Church Staff
Men and Ladies
High School & College Students

Each evening, join us for uplifting services full
of special music, missionary presentations,
college groups, and solid preaching from the
Word of God on the importance of missions.

Pastor Emeritus
Fairfax Baptist Temple, Fairfax, VA

Register online today at FBTministries.org
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Dr. Bud Calvert

Dr. Troy R. Calvert

Pastor
Fairfax Baptist Temple, Fairfax, VA

fellowship news

New England churches gather to baptize 75
Kingston, NH
By Rob Willis

sues threatened to shut down the town fireworks
two years ago, the Journey offered to step in and
orchestrate the entire event. They recruited vendors, organized activities, arranged a food drive
to benefit local food pantries, and made sure
that 10,000 plus people had the opportunity to
enjoy Independence Day with their families.
The tradition continued this year and the fireworks were a huge success again.
Granite State Baptist Church (Salem, New
Hampshire and Methuen, Massachusetts) is
known in the community for a series of 5K
races they have hosted the last four years with
all proceeds going to charities like the Doug
Flutie Foundation, Cystic Fibrosis, and Disabled
American Veterans. At the end of last year, their
church collected 2.5 tons of food and distributed
it to three community organizations. This year
they are dedicated to doubling that effort and
feeding more families during the holiday season.
The Dialogue Church (Manchester, New
Hampshire) is the newest church in the group.
Located across the
street from the Red
Arrow Diner in
downtown
Manchester, they are in
an area of the city
where many are

seeking a fresh start

        
         
      



On Sunday, August 15, three churches with congregations stretching throughout New Hampshire shared an afternoon at Kingston State
Park. The highlight of the event was the baptism
of 75 people in the lake while hundreds stood
on the beach or waded into the water for better viewing opportunities. Cheers erupted every
time a new group of people entered the water.
Granite State Baptist Church (Pastor Anthony Milas), The Journey Baptist Church (Pastor Rob Willis), and The Dialogue Church (Pastor Steve Jesmer), all BBFI churches committed
to rejuvenating the spiritual landscape of New
England, represent a larger network of fastmoving, engaging, and energetic churches that
have all started up since 2001.
One thing each of these churches is known
for is their commitment to their communities.
The Journey Baptist Church (Rochester,
New Hampshire) has hosted their town’s fireworks the past two years. When budgeting is-



This Book is an
insightful and sincere
view of one man’s
journey through the
valleys of life.





     






Author: Dale Peterson
WWW.DALEPETERSON.ORG



Rob Willis, pastor of The Journey Baptist Church in
Rochester, New Hampshire, with one of 75 people
who were baptized August 15.
and need direction. The Dialogue Church has
hosted movie nights for the community, given
out hundreds of water bottles at Manchester
city events, and are committed to helping people get back on their feet.
While the Annual “Summer Beach Bash”
was an afternoon taken to celebrate the faith decisions of 75 people, it’s exciting to know that
these churches are not purely interested in just
their own congregants. This year these churches
will work to spread the gospel, make sure that
families are fed, that hurting families don’t lose
their homes, and that those who are scraping by
will be able to keep the lights and heat on — to
embody Jesus’ words: “Love God with all your
heart, and love your neighbor as yourself.”

Texas BBF meets at Alliance
Ft. Worth, TX







Alliance Baptist Church of Fort Worth,Texas, and Pastor Terry Kizer hosted the
Texas Baptist Bible Fellowship meeting August 23-24. Preachers for the meeting
were Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary President Paige Patterson, Pastor Phil Webber, and Tribune Editor Keith Bassham, all using the theme “As You
Go, Preach.”
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Library Baptist sends work teams to Ecuador
Finleyville, PA
On August 2, 45 people from Crossroads Ministries, Library Baptist
Church, Pastor John Arnold, boarded a plane at Pittsburgh International Airport to minister in Quito, Ecuador. The group was comprised
of people of different ages and included entire families — but one thing
they had in common, they were prepared to work.
Once in
Ecuador, the
group was
divided into
three teams.
One team of 15
men did work
at an orphanage and the
Word of Life
Ecuador facility. One of their projects was to install a hot water heater for the children
at the orphanage, where they had not had hot water for eight years.
The two other groups ran four vacation Bible schools in five days,
reaching over 500 children and many parents with the gospel of Jesus.
At each VBS location, a team of three nurses set up a free medical clinic
to help people with basic first-aid needs. The nurses saw more than 250
people during the trip.
A highlight was when the Library group visited an orphanage and
gave them some needed supplies that the group had collected. They also
were able to provide for some needs that the missionary families had.
On Sunday, August 8, the group visited Bethany Baptist Church

NCPO loan committee
holds annual meeting
Medina, OH

The Loan Committee of the BBFI National Church Planting Office held its annual
meeting in Medina, Ohio, August 30-September 1.Those attending reviewed the
past year’s work and studied proposals for future loans to both new and established churches. Pictured left to right are Mark Hodges, Howard Braymer,Tim
Robertson,Tom Wagoner, Assistant NCPO Director Jason Todd, Host pastor Mark
Milioni, Dan Lamb, NCPO Director Wayne Guinn, Bob Stephenson, Jim Stady,
John Reilly, and Bob Baker.
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of Ecuador where they sang and Pastor Ken Barner, associate pastor at
Library Baptist, spoke in the services. “It was a real joy for our people to
go to a land where another language is spoken and yet be able to worship
together,” says Arnold.

Charley Leland Davis
Sallisaw, OK

Long-time BBFI pastor and church planter Charley Leland Davis passed
from this life August 18, 2010, at the age of 86.
Davis was born February 9, 1924, in Sadie, Oklahoma, to Charley and
Rebecca Davis. He was founder and pastor of Sallisaw Baptist Temple for
many years. During those years, he was also actively involved in the Oklahoma Baptist Bible Fellowship and instrumental in planting churches in
northeastern Oklahoma, working closely with fellow church planter Clifford Clark.
Davis was married to his wife, Annie, in 1944. She passed away in
2004. He is survived by four daughters, two sons, one stepdaughter, 12
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.
Services for the retired minister were held in Sallisaw August 20 with
Wyman Dobbs and Kevin Peterson officiating.

fellowship news

Opening chapel kicks off BBC’s 60th year
Springfield, MO

“

As Tina opens her heart
to share lessons from her
own life, we are encouraged
by the blessings of a life
surrendered to God and
His perfect timing...

This is a study that will
challenge, encourage, and
bless women of all ages.

”

Emily Baines
$13.99

ISBN: 978-0-9771964-6-3

- Can be used as a weekly Bible study or Sunday School curriculum
- Each chapter contains a lesson, study sheet, and homework sheet
- 8.5 x 11 spiral bound

www.waitingpatientlyforthelord.web.officelive.com
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tribune
classifieds

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject
to approval of the Baptist Bible Tribune.
Advertising in the BBT does not necessarily
imply the endorsement of the publisher. To
place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

Seeking Full-Time Experienced Pastor

at Oak Lake Baptist Church in Sugar Land,
TX. Please submit resume via secure email
address: pulpitcomm@oaklakebaptist.org

Seeking Full-Time Pastor at Northside

Baptist Church. We are a 12-year-old church
with 20 acres of property for future growth.
Please send resumes to Northside Baptist
Church PO Box 1306 Arkansas City, KS
67005.

The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your

Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years’ experience
rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe
Gleason, 2256 E. Nora, Springfield, Missouri
65803, for prices. (417) 865-3823 or
thebiblerebinder@gmail.com.

Religious books for sale List sent email
dudley1@fidnet.com Evangelist Bill Dudley,
1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417)
532-2665.
www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Seeking full-time Associate-Youth
Pastor Desert View Baptist Church, 17610
S. La Canada Dr., Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Sermon sets/Outline books

Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling,
P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766
(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com
www.swillingpublications.org

Inspirational poem books and bookmarks for sale! Email
youngman1134@aol.com Wanda Young,
1826 Acorn Ridge Trail, Tallahassee, FL
32312, (850) 893-0558,
www.capitalcitybaptist.com or Wanda@
capitalcitybaptist.com.

Evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fellowship Directory
for $10 per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.
L. J. Woodard • Midnight Hour Ministries

Thomas Ray • The Reapers

PO Box 1331, Clarksville, AR 72830
Phone: 479.292.0330

PO Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379.
Phone: 972.509.9240 www.thereapers.com

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries

Randy Hogue • Randy Hogue Ministries

5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056.
Phone: 469.384.2120 Cell: 469.964.9796
Email: EvangelistRC@juno.com

PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338 www.randyhogue.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
PO Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200 www.darttmusic.com
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Alliterated Outlines Ephesians, Jude,
Jonah-James and other outline books, send
for free outlines and price list.
Bob Smallwood, 311 Harlan Lane Rd., Villa
Rica, GA 30180 (770) 459-3120
Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117 www.olivetreeministry.org

Michael Thomson - Philippine Harvest Ministries
Long Island Bible Baptist Church
PO Box 219228, Houston, TX 77218
www.philippineharvest.webs.com

Church Ads

ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd.,

• Tabernacle Baptist Church,

Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve
Ware

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500

• Winter Haven Baptist Church,

Airport Rd., Oxford, AL 36203,
256/831-3333 www.trinityoxford.org.
Pastor Bud Grinstead

• Maranatha Baptist Church,

2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple,

6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage,
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church,
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel
Dennis

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway

49 and Redbud (location only),
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle, 1329 South

1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D.
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church,
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-

mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221,
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church,

7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 To-

moka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173,
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL
34209, 941-795-3767 Pastor R. C.
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954, 941-625-1273 Pastor William
K. Bales

Hope St., Los Angeles, CA 90015,
213/744-9999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. sermon manuscripts at www.
realconversion.com

• First Baptist Coconut Creek,

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460

• Victory Bible Baptist Church,

Palm Ave., San Diego, CA 92154,
619/424-7870 Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church,
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor
Michael Stoddard

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover,
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old

Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963,
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLORIDA
• Missionary Bible Baptist
Church 3401 SE Lake Weir Ave.

Ocala, FL 34471, 352/622-8750 Pastor
David Lambert

• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451

Dora Ave., Tavares, FL 32778,
352/343-0061 Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr.,

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701,
407/831-0950 Pastor Scott Carlson

formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611
Pastor Jerry Williamson
3906 Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL
32505-4107. 850/432-6969 Pastor
Allen Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123

Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958.
772/589-5047
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000

Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL
34788 352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South

14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL
32034 904/261-5457 Pastor John Van
Delinder

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com
• Grace Bible Baptist Church,

1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford
III www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S.
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church,

1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist
Church and Academy, 8460

Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon
GA 31216. 478/781-2981
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church,

94-1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI
96797. 808/677-0731 Pastor Steven
C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411

Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park,
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce
Humbert

IOWA
• Heartland Baptist Church

3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor
Randy Abell

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield,

KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church

2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898

Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005.
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501,
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333

Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262,
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64,
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700
Pastor Richard G. Boone

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603.
919/772-5864 Pastor James L.
Upchurch

• North Park Baptist Church,

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806,
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N.
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182.
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Central Baptist Church, 6050

21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston,
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill
Campbell

Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334,
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com
Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church &
Academy

517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC
28314, 910-868-5156,
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990

W. Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154.
937/444-2493
Pastor Charles Smith

4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338.
281/821-2258 Interim Pastor John
Gross

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church,

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist
Church, 315 N. Burleson Blvd., Bur-

leson, TX 76028-3907. 817/295-4342
Pastor Terry M. Williams

Talley Rd. Baptist Church

3120 Talley Rd., San Antonio, TX
78253, 210-862-3108,
www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com, Pastor Larry Bruce

VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S.

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church,

Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian
Hudson

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt.
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

WEST VIRGINIA
• Fellowship Baptist Church,

P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave.,
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N.

Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044,
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/7368006 Pastor Jerry Warren

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516

W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270,
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

Participation in the Baptist Bible
Fellowship International is open

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church,

1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C.
Mentzer

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken
McCormick

to any Baptist pastor of a supporting Baptist church believing
in and adhering to the Word of
God, on the basis of the BBFI
Articles of Faith. For listing on

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church

540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA
02379, 508-583-5190
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church,

600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie
Emerson

Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church,

TEXAS
• Central Baptist Church, 2855

NEW MEXICO
• High Plains Baptist Church,

2800 E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM
88101-8620. 505/769-1382 Pastor
Charles D. Miller

that declares in legal and/or faith
documents it is Baptist in doctrine
and practice. A supporting church
is one that financially supports

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104

Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510,
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor
Danny Gardner

this page, a Baptist church is one

Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084.
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Meadowview, 4346 N Galloway Ave.,

Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176
Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602
Manco Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067.
972/436-3493 Pastor Dick Webster

BBFI missions or colleges.
(Sources: Constitution and Bylaws of the
BBFI and The BBFI Contact Directory)

Church ads are
available to any
BBFI church for
$10 per issue.
To place an ad, call
(417) 831-3996.
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AfterWords

Almost an Apostle		

J

ust days after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, when
the first church was being established in Jerusalem, and the Apostles of Jesus were just feeling their
way around in this very new world where Jesus was Lord,
and they were so very dependent on the Spirit of God to
know what to do, the Apostles discovered a man, Joseph of
Cyprus, who would become very important to them, and
then later to the whole church.
First, they noted his generosity. Acts 4:36-37 says this
man had land holdings, and he sold the land, and gave the
money to the Apostles to use the best way they knew how
in this new enterprise. Because of this and other qualities
Joseph displayed, the Apostles gave Joseph a new name.
They called him Barnabas, the son of encouragement.
And so Barnabas became close to the center of the
church activities, very nearly an apostle himself, and you
would think they would put him in charge of something.
But that did not happen. Just one or two pages later in
the Book of Acts, we read about the first deacons in the
church, yet in that list given in Acts 6:5, the name of Barnabas is missing, passed over — but we know he’s still there,
because a few pages over, we find him mentioned again,
and yet again after that. Why was he being passed over,
I wonder? For we read in Acts 11:19-21 that Barnabas is a
“good man, full of faith, and full of the Holy Spirit.”
It’s a funny thing, this being passed over, because later
a man named Paul, the Apostle Paul, becomes the central
figure in the early church, but it was Barnabas who vouched
for Paul at the first when the rest of the Christians didn’t
want anything to do with him. And it was Barnabas who
went to minister to Gentile believers, people the others in
the Jerusalem church considered suspect at best. And it
was Barnabas who was pastoring the group of people who
were first called Christians — it happened on his watch.
How is it that this very important person, almost an
apostle, doesn’t occupy a more prominent place in our
thinking? What made such a person tick? What can we
learn from him today? And finally, why is this important
for today’s special occasion?
First of all, he’s not more prominent because he didn’t
want to be prominent. I can’t show Barnabas knew everything about God’s plans and purposes, but he knew enough
about them to realize that in the overall scheme of things,
life is not about Barnabas, or about me, or about you — it’s
about bringing glory to God. The Father sending His Son
Jesus into the world to take care of the sin problem and to
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set the world right again — these are the things that matter,
and eternal life doesn’t just mean you go to heaven when you
die. It also means we learn to model heaven right now and
right here — we live and behave as citizens of heaven ahead
of time.
You start thinking that way, and it changes your perspective on just about everything. That’s why Barnabas sells
his land and gives the money away. That’s why he doesn’t
care so much when he gets passed over for the office of deacon. That’s why he will vouch for someone others are suspicious of. That’s why he will go where others won’t. That’s
why he leads a church to be so different that others call them
a name like “Christian,” a name he and that church will wear
proudly. Barnabas loved the church and the people of God,
and he was an encourager to others, and it was obvious to all.
And that’s what makes Barnabas tick. He loves for a living. There is an ancient document, not included in our Bible,
called the Epistle of Barnabas. I only mention it because
of something in the first chapter of that epistle where the
writer says he is writing to encourage and to exhort, but he’s
doing it as a friend rather than as an authoritative teacher.
I don’t know whether the letter is authentic or not — I’ll let
scholars debate it — but it sure sounds like something Barnabas would write.
What do we learn from a person like Barnabas?

1. Be guided by the big perspective of what God is
doing and what He will do. Among other things, this gets
your eyes off yourself and on to other things and people.
2. Be generous to God’s work.
3. Be an encourager. When the Bible says Barnabas was
full of faith, that means he had faith in God and in people,
and what God could do with people. When you saw Barnabas coming, you knew you were going to get a pep talk, an
arm on your shoulder, a big “’Atta boy, you can do this,” a
friend who would always be there. You might have felt like
road kill and ready to give up, but Barnabas would somehow lift you up and get you to do things you didn’t think you
could do.
But I want to caution you… Barnabas was able to do this
not because he had some magic touch. Barnabas was able to
do these great things because he hitched himself to a great
God.

Because God Alone
Matters
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Piedmont Baptist College and Graduate School is an established provider of quality,
Bible-centered higher education for effective lifetime ministry. We are driven by our love
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