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TableOn the By Keith Bassham

A failure of imagination

M
y wife and I have been 
watching space films 
lately. Not the fantasy, 
Buck Rogers kind. This is 

NASA/Discovery Channel stuff — that, 
and some dramatic series based on the 
real thing. We just finished the film 
that portrayed the capsule fire in which 
the three astronauts, Gus Grissom, Ed 
White, and Roger Chaffee, lost their 
lives February 21, 1967. 
 Putting live men into space and 
returning them safely is an incredibly 
complex affair, and with all the mov-
ing parts, electronic glitches, mission 
outlines, and the unforeseen human el-
ement, problems will occur. Often they 
are minute in importance, simple to 
overcome, and without serious conse-
quences. Others, well, there is always 
the unexpected.
 In the aftermath of what would 
have been the first Apollo mission, it 
seemed important to hold someone or 
something accountable. Some who were 
against space exploration on principle 
wanted to hold NASA to a zero-risk, ab-
solutely safe standard. Others wanted 
to support NASA’s mission, indeed, the 
American goal of putting a US astronaut 
on the moon by the end of 1969, so they 
would have contented themselves with 
finding a person, or a procedure, or a 
manufacturer to blame.  They were okay 
with a certain amount of risk provided 
safety was always on the front burner.
 In the congressional hearing, 
things were going badly. Even astronaut 
Frank Borman, the first to go into the 
burned capsule after the fire, had been 
forced by his commitment to the truth 
to give damaging evidence. And then, 
just as it appeared the space program 
was doomed, committee chair Senator 
Clinton Anderson asked Borman, “What 

caused the fire?” 
 According to Borman’s portrayal 
in the film series From the Earth to the 
Moon, he responded, “A failure of imagi-
nation. We've always known there was 
the possibility of fire in a spacecraft. But 
the fear was that it would happen in 
space, when you're 180 miles from terra 
firma and the nearest fire station. That 
was the worry. No one ever imagined it 
could happen on the ground. If anyone 
had thought of it, the test would've been 
classified as hazardous. But it wasn't. 
We just didn't think of it. Now whose 
fault is that? Well, it's North American's 
[the capsule manufacturer] fault. It's 
NASA's fault. It's the fault of every per-
son who ever worked on Apollo. It's my 
fault. I didn't think the test was hazard-
ous. No one did. I wish to God we had.”
 Since viewing the film and reading 
the transcript, I have learned Borman 
did not coin that phrase, “a failure of 
imagination.” It was used at least once 
in an evangelistic situation. The evening 
before C. S. Lewis knelt and became, in 
his words, “the most reluctant convert in 
all of Christendom,” he had been walking 
and talking with his friend J. R. R. Tol-

f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

kien. Lewis, though partially persuaded 
of the truth of Jesus Christ, was still full 
of objections. At one point Tolkien in-
terjected, “Your inability to understand 
stems from a failure of imagination on 
your part!”
 For all I know, perhaps Mr. Tolkien 
had heard or read the phrase elsewhere, 
but that is of no matter. What Mr. Tol-
kien and Mr. Borman were getting at 
amounts to the same thing: we cannot 
think of everything, but we should try 
to.
 For instance, we take it for granted 
that as fallen but redeemed men and 
women, committing sin is an inevitabil-

ity for us. My systematic theology says 
it is so. Some mourn that fact, much as 
the Puritans did, and do all they can to 
avoid sin. Others use the truth almost as 
an excuse, as in, “Well, you know, no one 
is perfect,” or “I’m not perfect, just for-
given.” We are, after all, merely sinners 
saved by grace.
 The statement reminds me of one of 
Walt Kelly’s Pogo comic strips. Pogo Pos-
sum was quite taken for a time with the 
French-speaking skunk Miz Hepzibah, 
although he was denying the attraction 
publicly. When another of the swamp 
characters began showing romantic at-
tention to Miz Hepzibah, he could no lon-
ger hide his feelings. After a good pout, 
he confessed to Porky Porcupine that 
his whole attitude was wrong. He said 
that he should not get worked up over 
“a mere skunk.” Porky replied, “There’s 
nothing mere about a skunk.”
 Perhaps this is an example of a fail-
ure of Christian imagination, or Chris-
tian imaging if you will. We can manage 
to abstain from sin for short periods of 
time, certainly from the more egregious 
ones. What would it be like if we could 
extend those times? In other words, does 
the bulk of the New Testament teach 
that we are sinners who occasionally do 
the right thing, or are we saints who oc-
casionally sin?
 And how much of what God would 
accomplish through us is stifled by a 
failure of imagination on our part? Noel 
Smith was fond of saying that we are 
doing God’s business in great waters, 
and for sailors in the pre-modern world, 
heading out to great waters was just as 
uncertain as going into space is today.
 Let us not fail to imagine all that 
God could do through us if we truly gave 
ourselves to Him without reservation.
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Presidential PersPective
Mark Hodges  |  President  |  Baptist Bible Fellowship International  

Our 60th year will have revival emphasis

C
Chicago is a lovely place 
to visit this time of the 
year, especially if you are 
from the Sunshine State of 

Florida. Our National Church Planting 
Office loan committee met in Chicago 
the first week of September to approve 
loans for young churches. I want to say 
a special thank you to those men who 
gave of their time and energy to do 
God’s work for church planting. Those 
men, Ken Rhoades, Tim Taylor, Archie 
Emerson, Don Elmore, Dan Lamb, 
Bob Baker, Dave Shaffer, R. D. Wade, 
Tim Robertson, Bruce Humbert, Tom 
Wagoner, and I noted NCPO Direc-
tor Wayne Guinn and Assistant Direc-
tor Jason Todd were well prepared 
with information about the marvelous 
opportunities ahead for the church-
planting arm of our Fellowship. Pas-
tor Bruce Humbert did an awesome job 
hosting the meeting. Monty Maple also 
came to make a special presentation to 
the loan committee. 
 Monday evening, the Lord was 
moving in our midst during a stirring 
discussion about revival, and the dis-
cussion concluded with a very special 
time of prayer. All week long it seemed 
our thoughts kept coming back to the 
burden of revival for our Fellowship. I 
revealed to them that in 2010 we will 
title the new year for the Fellowship 
“The Year of Revival.” The February 
meeting in Savannah, Georgia, will 
center on the word “Remember” and 
we will emphasize church planting and 
growth. Our May meeting in Spring-
field, Missouri, will center on the word 
“Rededicate” and we will emphasize 
integrity and holiness. The September 
meeting in Richton Park, Illinois, will 
center on the word “Rekindle” and we 
will emphasize prayer and preaching.

 The revelation of these plans is 
a little premature, but the Lord is 
already putting a heavy burden upon 
the hearts of many pastors who under-
stand the urgency for our Fellowship to 
experience a revival from heaven. We 
all understand that there will never be 
revival in our Fellowship until there 
is revival in our churches — there will 

never be revival in our churches until 
there is revival in the lives of our pas-
tors. Bill Monroe said in our S3 confer-
ence in April, “If you want your church 
to change, then you must change.” That 
will be our emphasis the entire year of 
2010.
 C. H. Spurgeon preached the ser-
mon “What Is Revival” and published 
it in the December 1866 issue of Sword 
and Trowel. Introducing the message, 
Mr. Spurgeon said, “The word ‘revival’ 
is as familiar in our mouths as a house-
hold word. We are constantly speaking 
about and praying for a ‘revival;’ would 
it not be as well to know what we mean 
by it? Of the Samaritans our Lord said, 
‘Ye worship ye know not what,’ let him 
not have to say to us, ‘Ye know not 
what ye ask.’ The word ‘revive’ wears 
its meaning upon its forehead; it is 
from the Latin, and may be interpreted 
thus — to live again, to receive again a 
life which has almost expired; to rekin-
dle into a flame the vital spark which 
was nearly extinguished.”
 Later in his sermon, Spurgeon 
addresses different groups of peo-
ple, but listen to what he says about 

preachers: “When a minister obtains 
this revival he preaches very differ-
ently from his former manner. It is 
very hard work to preach when the 
head aches and when the body is lan-
guid, but it is a much harder task when 
the soul is unfeeling and lifeless. It is 
sad, sad work — painfully, dolorously, 
horribly sad, but saddest of all if we 

do not feel it to be sad, if we can go on 
preaching and remain careless concern-
ing the truths we preach, indifferent 
as to whether men are saved or lost! 
May God deliver every minister from 
abiding in such a state! Can there be a 
more wretched object than a man who 
preaches in God's name truths which 
he does not feel, and which he is con-
scious have never impressed his own 
heart? To be a mere sign-post, pointing 
out the road but never moving in it, is a 
lot against which every tame heart may 
plead night and day.”
 I believe that every pastor, mis-
sionary, and full-time minister who is 
truly called of God and walks with the 
Lord desires to see God’s Spirit move in 
a very special way. There is no room for 
pride as we seek God for revival. All we 
can do is humble ourselves before the 
Mighty One and cry out for His mercy. 
Psalm 126:5 says, “They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy.” The promise is 
sure, if we sow in tears as we pray for 
revival, later we shall reap in joy as we 
see the outpouring of His Spirit upon 
our lives, our churches, and also our 
Fellowship.

it is sad, sad work... if we can go on preaching and 
remain careless concerning the truths we preach, 
indifferent as to whether men are saved or lost! 
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Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

A piece of missionary history was on board the 
latest flight of the space shuttle Discovery when 

it launched August 29. 
Astronaut Patrick For-
rester carried a piece 
of the battery box 
from the Piper airplane 
flown by the mission-
ary martyr Nate Saint 
to Ecuador in 1956.

Forrester, who is 
a deacon at Univer-
sity Baptist Church in 
Houston, had inquired 
whether Mission 
Aviation Fellowship 
had something he 
could carry along with him on this, his third shuttle 
flight. MAF surprised him by providing a part of 
Saint’s aircraft. The battery box part was approved 
by NASA for the flight.

In an interview with MAF, Forrester said he 
wanted to honor “Nate Saint, the Saint family and 
all missionaries around the world,” and to bring 

attention to mis-
sions.

Nate Saint and 
four other mission-
aries were killed 
by Waodani Indi-
ans as missionary 
aviators attempted 
to take the gospel 
to them in 1956. 

Forrester has participated in several short-term 
missions, and he plans to continue to serve in mis-
sion fields “ …whether it is at home or overseas, 
short-term or full-time.”

        Source: www.bpnews.com and www.maf.org

Part of Nate Saint's plane taken 
into space on Discovery When John Fitzharris and 

Martin Lane noticed a 
streak of white in the peat 
bog they were harrowing, 
they stopped to investigate. 
"We could smell it. And 
it was attracting crows." 
They dug into the peat and 
found an oak barrel made 
from a tree trunk, complete 
with a lid. As they dug it 
out of the bog, it became 
clear that the only dam-
age to the barrel had been 
caused by the harrow, other 
than that, it was perfectly 
preserved.

The barrel's age was 
estimated by conserva-
tors in the Conservation 
Department of the National 
Museum of Ireland where 
the barrel is being stored 
and studied. As for the 
contents, "It's a national 
treasure, you can't be go-
ing and hacking bits of it 
off for your toast!" says 
conservator Carol Smith.

   Source: Leinster Leader, www.liensterleader.com, 
Conor McHugh, August 19, 2009.

Barrel of butter found in Irish bog 
estimated to be 3,000 years old

Best if used by:

735 B.C.

Focus on the Family began emphasizing Clergy Apprecia-
tion Month in 1994, reminding congregations that it was 

biblical and proper to honor their pastoral staffs and pasto-
ral families throughout the year, but suggesting that they set 
aside the month of October for a special tangible tribute. 

Focus on the Family heads 17th Clergy Appreciation Month in October

Fifteen percent of Internet users reported that they are mem-
bers of an online community — no change over 2007, and 

still the peak level so far in the studies. 
Online community members continue to report increasing 

average time as members of those communities compared to 
2006. 

The largest percentage of users who said they were in an 
online community said their community is related to their hob-
bies. 

Most online community members said that their participa-
tion in those communities does not affect their involvement in 
offline communities. However, a small but growing percentage 
said that this involvement has decreased their involvement in 
offline communities somewhat or a lot.

Source: 2009 Digital Future Report, Center for the Digital Future at the USC  
Annenberg School

Statistics show involvment with on-
line communities thriving, but not 
necessarily growing

To learn more about Clergy Appreciation Month, or to 
download a free planning guide for honoring your pastor in 
October, visit www.ClergyAppreCiAtion.org.
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Story appeared in the September 18, 1959 edi-
tion of the Tribune.

50 Years ago in 
the Tribune...

Source: Baptist Press, www.bpnews.com, compiled by Erin Roach, BP staff writer.

A Pew Research poll has found that two-thirds of non-Muslims (65%) say 
that Islam and their own faith are either very different or somewhat 

different, while just 17% take the view that Islam and their own religion 
are somewhat or very similar. But Islam is not the only religion that 
Americans see as mostly different from their own. When asked about 

faiths other than their own, six-in-ten adults say Buddhism is 
mostly different, with similar numbers saying the same about 

Mormonism (59%) and Hinduism (57%). 
By a smaller margin, Americans are also inclined to 

view Judaism and Catholicism as somewhat 
or very different from their own faith 
(47% different vs. 35% similar for 
Judaism, 49% different vs. 43% simi-

lar for Catholicism). Only when asked 
about Protestantism do perceived similari-

ties outweigh perceived differences, with 44% of non-
Protestants in the survey saying Protestantism and their 
own faith are similar and 38% saying they are different.

Source: Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, www.pewforum.org

Most Americans view religions other than their 
own as very different

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)
The Hispanic popula-

tion, the largest ethnic 
group in the United 
States, rapidly has been 
adopting the mainstream 
beliefs and practices of 
all Americans, according 
to a study by The Barna 
Group.

The study, released 
July 6, compared the 
faith of Hispanics today 
to their faith profile of 15 
years ago and found 11 
faith dimensions on which 
there had been substan-
tial change.

Barna found that His-
panics' alignment with the 
Catholic Church was down 
by 25 percentage points, 
and Hispanics who believe 
a good person can earn 
his way into heaven was 
down 9 percentage points.

Being a born-again 
Christian by Barna's 

definition was up 17 
percentage points among 
Hispanics, and having 
made a personal com-
mitment to Jesus that is 
important in their lives 
was up 15 percentage 
points.

Church attendance 
among Hispanics in 
an average week had 
increased 10 percentage 
points, Barna said, and 
reading the Bible during 
a typical week was up 5 
percentage points.

Hispanics who were 
surveyed also were more 
likely to claim to have 
a personal responsibility 
to share their religious 
beliefs with others (up 
10 percentage points), 
believe that God is the 
all-powerful, all-knowing 
creator of the universe 
who still rules the world 
today (up 8 points), and 

Barna study shows higher numbers of Hispanic 
population parting with Catholic church

believe that the Bible is 
accurate in all of the 
principles it teaches (up 
6 points) when compared 
to those surveyed 15 
years ago.

Barna said the study 
reveals how significant 
faith is in the lives of 
Hispanics.

"... You cannot help 
but notice the chang-
ing relationship between 
Hispanics and the Catho-
lic church. While many 
Hispanic immigrants come 
to the United States 
with ties to Catholicism, 
the research shows that 
many of them eventually 
connect with a Protestant 
church. Even more signifi-
cant is the departure of 
many second and third 
generation Hispanics from 
their Catholic tradition," 
Barna said.
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not seem too hard for the Christian, 
much less for many unbelievers. The 
Bible, though, recognizes a unique con-
nection between what are apparently 
large issues (similar to the six sins 

before bedtime?
What would you do if instead 

of money laundering, your business 
partner asks you to tell a dissatisfied 
customer that he is out of the office 
for the week, when in fact he is in the 
break room?  

What would you do if instead 
of your local warlock inviting you to 
participate in demonic activity, you 
have a choice to go fishing on a Sunday 
morning or Wednesday night instead of 
attending church? 

What would you do if instead of 
your friend offering you money to kill 
a spouse, your friend gossips about his 

believers are losing the daily battle…
some are losing much more — reputa-
tion, ministry, family, and friends. 

The Warning
It is easy as a believer to keep one eye 
focused on the big issues of life (issues 
like God, church, evil, sins similar to 
the ones listed in the first six scenarios), 
while in the process of navigating life 
miss the limitless variations of sin, 
especially when so many may not seem 

Kevin Carson, D.Min.

Life is quick. The next ten minutes 
could help change your life.

If this were you, what would 
you do?

What would you do if, in the 
midst of an incredibly stressful period 
in your life, your neighbor offers you 
marijuana? 

What would you do if your 
business partner wants you to launder 
money for his distant relative? 

What would you do if your 
employer asks you to lie on the witness 
stand? 

What would you do if your local 
warlock invites you to participate in 
demonic activity? 

What would you do if your friend 
offers you money to kill his spouse? 

What would you do if your co-
worker solicits extramarital sex?

I imagine within one or two words 
or comments, the average Christian 
could guess what he would do in each 
of these scenarios. These questions do 

above) and what are seemingly smaller 
issues. James, in particular, highlights 
connections when he refers to the bit in 
the horse’s mouth (3:3), the rudder to 
the ship (3:4), the spark to the larger 
fire (3:5), and the tongue to the body 
(3:6-12).

What if we changed each of the six 
scenarios minimally? What would you 
do now?

What would you do if during 
that particularly stressful time instead 
of marijuana you are offered a cup of 
high-caffeinated, iced coffee mocha just 

spouse and you become angry toward 
him/her? 

What would you do if instead of 
your coworker soliciting extramarital 
sex, you have the opportunity to view 
a website with immodest apparel or 
watch a movie rated “M” containing 
sexual content?

Were your answers different from 
the first set of scenarios?

Reality is this: sin would be easy to 
bypass if the choices were as apparent 
as the first six scenarios; however, life 
is much more quick and complex than 
that. Instead, in the fast lane, each be-
liever is faced with many choices each 
day, many of which are of the second 
sort. Herein lies the problem: many 

hoW A Busy liFe CAn MAsk 
DAngerous teMPtAtions

going with the flow
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how easy it is to move toward a life of 
sin even as a believer who is in church, 
serving God and giving regularly. He 
begins by writing, “Moreover, brethren, 
I would not that ye should be igno-
rant.” He recalls how Israel could see 
the Shekinah glory of God in the cloud 
during the day and as a pillar of fire at 
night, how they walked through the sea 
on dry ground, were fed manna each 
day, and drank water from a rock that 
Moses struck. Yet, Israel still chose not 
to follow God. Even miraculous food, 
miraculous water, and a visible repre-
sentation of God in their midst was not 
enough to protect them from sin. 

Kevin Carson, D.Min.

and God.
To better foster growth in humility, 

the believer should regularly remind 
himself of two important concepts. 
First, every person has the same chal-
lenge or purpose — to glorify God (1 
Corinthians 10:31). Regardless of who 
the person is, every believer must bring 
God glory with his life.  That is the 
goal. Although there are many good 
things a person can dedicate his life 
to do, the purpose God established for 
each person is living to His glory, or 
being a God-honoring person in all he 
is and does. To remind yourself of this 
goal helps keep your mind focused on 
God and others primarily, and off of 
self. Life is not lived in relationship 
to what “I” want; rather, life is lived 
in an effort to continually honor, love, 
respect, and obey God.

The second important concept to 

of God are not present? It is easy. The 
world around the believer today reflects 
less and less of God and elevates self 
above all else. This is what makes 
the countless daily decisions of life so 
important to consider and evaluate. 
You do not want to be like the Israel-
ites where with each step or decision 
you make, you slowly are lulled into a 
broken relationship with God. There 
are three biblical principles to keep be-
fore you which will help you slow down 
in life to better win the daily battle of 
living life to God’s glory in a fast and 
complicated world.

Humility
Humility means to focus on God and 
others, not self; it is a high view of 
God and an accurate assessment of 
self. Paul expected every believer to be 
humble. He wrote, “Brethren, if a man 

Although Israel could not help but 
see God in their midst, with each step 
in the wilderness they slipped into 
complacency and hard hearts. If Israel 
could slip in their hearts this way, then 
how much easier is it for the believer 
today to increasingly struggle with sin 
where those miraculous manifestations 

be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted…For if a man 
think himself to be something, when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself” 
(Galatians 6:1, 3). Humility is essen-
tially thinking right about self, others, 

that important (similar to the last six 
scenarios). The Apostle Paul understood 
this. He encourages believers to refer 
back to the Old Testament story of Is-
rael for help with living life as God-hon-
oring people. Paul writes, “Now these 
things were our examples, to the intent 
we should not lust after evil things, as 
they also lusted…Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples: 
and they are written for our admonition 
upon whom the ends of the world are 
come” (1 Corinthians 10:6, 11).

Paul wants the believer to notice 

...but there are just as many sins that blend in to our everyday 
surroundings like the scorpionfish above (center left in photo) 
waiting for one careless slip or weak moment

For most believers, avoiding the 
"big" sins is obvious and easy...
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foster humility is the reminder that 
all believers struggle together. Just as 
Paul warns, “considering thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted.”  The ultimate in 
deception is to believe that the sin one 
person has is not a potential problem 
for you as well. Paul tells the believer 
to go about living life and serving oth-
ers in the church with an awareness 
of personal vulnerability. The reality 
is that every believer is imminently 
entrappable. Just because someone else 
is caught today does not imply at any 
level that it will not be you tomorrow. 
It is not an issue of if you will ever be 
trapped by sin, but when. This is why 
Paul continues, “But let every man 
prove his own work, and then shall he 
have rejoicing in himself alone, and not 
in another” (6:4). If today you are hon-
oring God, then rejoice in your heart 
and pursue ministry to others while 
recognizing you are equally susceptible 
to the trap and deception of sin. 

 
Self-Counsel
Self-counsel is the daily invitation to 
heart searching, heart repentance, and 
heart renewal through God’s Word. It is 
the examination of your own heart (i.e., 
thoughts, motives, desires) and behav-
ior through letting the penetrating light 
of God’s Word carefully examine every 
part of your life (Colossians 3:16). In 
an effort to help Timothy become God’s 
kind of man, Paul writes to him, “Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doc-
trine; continue in them: for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself, and them 
that hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:16). Here 
Paul gives Timothy invaluable wisdom: 
it is easy to know doctrine and help oth-
ers without applying what you know to 
your own heart first. Jesus said, “…first 
cast out the beam out of thine own eye; 
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast 
out the mote out of thy brother’s eye” 
(Matthew 7:4, emphasis mine).

Essentially, Paul tells Timothy 
that it is necessary to take heed to his 
heart first. The sad reality is that many 
people come to counseling and can tell 
me all about what the Bible says in 
relationship to the Trinity, salvation, 

and even sometimes dispensations; 
however, these same individuals have 
not applied what they have learned 
to their own personal decisions and 
attitudes. Paul here is encouraging 
Timothy to give himself wholly to exer-
cising himself to godliness — to live it 
before teaching it, or ministering it, or 
sharing it. Save yourself first, then you 
will have many opportunities to share, 
encourage, impact, and save others.

A great place to start is with the 
question, “What are three areas where 
God is not pleased in my life and 
desires to change me?” If you are not 
currently aware of what God desires to 
change in you, then you need to imme-
diately consider this question. Regard-
less of an individual’s longevity as a 
saved person, every Christian has room 
to grow and change. After you iden-
tify where God wants to change you, 
another question you can ask is, “What 
am I doing about it?” This question 
helps identify what is currently hap-
pening either to help grow or perhaps 
to minimize the effort toward godliness.

The reason it is important to con-
sider your heart first is because a per-
son’s behavior and thoughts are always 
motivated by something in the inner 
man. Jesus said, “for of the abundance 
of the heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 
6:45). Likewise he taught, “all these 
evil things come from within, and defile 
the man” (Mark 7:23). In other words, 
the heart is critical to functioning as 
a believer in a God-pleasing way. The 
heart wants, craves, desires, and wish-

es. Often, what the believer lives for in 
any particular moment or circumstance 
stands diametrically opposed to God 
and the Bible. Two good questions to 
help determine the level in which your 
heart desires a particular thing are: Do 
I want this so much I am willing to sin 
to get it? Do I want this so much that I 
am willing to sin if I do not get it?

Additional questions that will help 
identify what is going on at the heart 
level include: What do you love or hate? 
What do you want, desire, crave, lust, 
and wish for? What desires do you 
serve and obey? What do you see, aim 
for, pursue? What are your goals and 
expectations? Where do you bank your 
hopes? What do you fear? What do you 
not want? What do you tend to worry 
about? What do you feel like doing? 
What do you think you need? What are 
your plans, agendas, strategies, and in-
tentions designed to accomplish? Where 
do you find refuge, safety, comfort, 
escape, pleasure, security? What or who 
do you trust? Whose opinion counts? 
Who must you please? Whose victory 

self counsel
What are three areas where God is not 
    pleased in my life and desires to change me?
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or success would make your life happy? 
How do you define victory or success? 
What do you see as your rights? What 
do you feel entitled to? What do you 
pray for? What do you think about most 
often? What do you talk about most of-
ten? What motivates you to change your 
calendar? What are your daydreams? 
What would make life perfect? 1

Accountability
The third biblical principle to help a 
believer live life as a God-pleasing per-
son is personal accountability. The New 
Testament emphasizes the role that 
brothers and sisters in Christ play in 
the growth and daily life of an individ-
ual (i.e., the “one another” commands). 
And while that is true, most churched 
counselees report that although they 
have many friends in the church, the 
depth of relationship is shallow or 
surface-only. Those same counselees 
are committed to having the kinds 
of relationships with other believers 
that are referenced in the Scriptures; 
however, many have not seen authentic 

relationships modeled nor have they 
been taught how to foster them. The 
problem gets worse when considering 
church leadership who find it difficult 
to have intimate friendships with those 
in the congregation.

A quick survey of New Testament 
passages confirms both the neces-
sity and importance of accountability. 
James writes, “Confess your faults one 
to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed…Brethren, if 
any of you do err from the truth, and 
one convert him; let him know, that 
he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins” (5:16, 19-20). Furthermore, 
the writer of Hebrews instructs, “But 
exhort one another daily, while it is 
called today; lest any of you be hard-
ened through the deceitfulness of sin” 
(3:13). Dave Powlison often refers to 
this element of the Christian life as the 
field of love. Whereas the Bible gives us 
the fence or boundaries for Christian 
living, the area inside the boundaries 
is full of opportunities to interact with 
other believers as mutual friends and 
fellow-strivers for godliness.

Although developing these kinds 
of friendships is not easy, the neglect of 
both quality and quantity of authentic 
relationships in Christ hinders the be-
liever’s ability to live as a God-pleasing 
person. Where believers have in fact 
built this level of friendship, the pay-off 
is well worth the necessary effort.

You can begin to develop good ac-
countability by considering the follow-
ing steps. First, look for a wise friend 
that you can trust and who will give 

you honest feedback (James 3:13-18). 
Be sure this friend already practices 
applying biblical principles to their 
heart and behavior in everyday situa-
tions and will be able to help you do the 
same. Next, set a regular meeting time 
where you can ask each other good ac-
countability questions, as well as help 
each other develop a battle plan for 
continued growth the next week. Some 
sample questions are: What was your 
attitude this week about growing to 
become more like Christ?  How did your 
behavior display that attitude in your 
daily walk? Have you consistently and 
specifically confessed sin and sought 
forgiveness from those applicable?  If 
not, what is your plan for doing so? 
What are the areas of growth and the 
most pronounced patterns of sin in your 
life at present?  What are you going to 
do to help you respond  more godly the 
next time? Where do you need help or 
advice to respond more godly? Have you 
recognized an opportunity this week to 
share Christ with someone? How did 
you act upon that opportunity? What 
is your plan for this week? How have 
you creatively loved and served others 
this week? It is a good idea as well to 
always end your time together with a 
question about honesty.

 
Take the Next Step
So how does the past ten minutes help 
change your life? By taking what you 
have considered and acting upon it. Far 
too many brothers and sisters in Christ 
fall each day and fail to honor God. 
As counselees they tell me that in fact 
they are shocked. Most cannot believe 
they are in the particular situation. 
Many say, “If only someone would have 
helped me understand this before…” 
That is your challenge. Apply well and 
share it with others for God’s glory in 
your life and the church.

Notes
1. These questions are a sampling from 
David Powlison, “X-ray Questions: 
Drawing Out the Whys and Wherefores 
of Human Behavior” Journal of Biblical 
Counseling 18:1 (Fall 1999): 2-9.

What are three areas where God is not 
    pleased in my life and desires to change me?

accountability
...the neglect of both quality and 
quantity of authentic relationships in 
Christ hinders the believer’s ability to 
live as a God-pleasing person.
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Reports from youth camps over-
seas continue to stream into the 
Tribune. In past issues, the Tri-

bune has printed stories of thousands of 
youths in Mexico and Colombia coming 
to the Lord through the combined 
efforts of Baptist Bible Fellowship mis-
sionaries, The Rawlings Foundation 
(Highlands Camps), and Impact Youth 
Worldwide. As summer is winding 
down, we are still receiving reports.

Cambodia
After 13 camps (and two more to 

follow at this writing), the attendance 
and results are still being compiled, but 
each camp at The Highlands in Cambo-
dia had between 750 and 1,000 attend, 
and about 200 were saved in each 
camp. After the eighth camp, director 
Mike Valdez reported a total of 8,633 
campers with 1,726 professing Christ. 
There were also students who applied 
to enter Bible college.

Local Cambodian pastors and other 
adults attend services in the camps as 
well. Valdez writes, “Pastor Bontheoun 
has a brother in-law (husband of one 
of his sisters-in law) who he tried to 

witness to for over four years. He was 
very resistant, and so even his wife who 
wanted to go to church could not go be-
cause she was afraid he would beat her 
if she did. This man came to camp dur-
ing the fifth batch. On the first night of 
camp, he was very absorbed listening to 
the very first message he heard. When 
the invitation was given for people to 
trust Christ, he came with tears from 
his eyes. On one of the subsequent 
services, he came to present himself 
for believer's baptism. While in camp, 
before baptism, he took off the talisman 
(amulet) he wore for a long time around 
his waist and got baptized. Immedi-
ately, when he got home, he tore off 
and broke to pieces the spirit house in 
their home. The next Sunday he called 
all his family members and took them 
to church in his vehicle.”

The Highlands also holds family 
camps in January and February and 
sports camps in May. The camp facili-
ties are located on 125 acres in Kam-
pong Selia District, Koh Kong Province.

Philippines
After a phenomenally success-

ful camp season in 2008, Greg Lyons, 
Dennis Ebert, and their team have 
duplicated that in 2009. Greg reported 
79,959 campers attended 69 camps 
(admittedly an insane schedule, Greg 
says), and about 29,000 were dealt with 
for salvation (at press time). These sta-
tistics are grounds for rejoicing, but as 
Bill Aven at Impact Youth Worldwide 
points out, “When you have 1,679 camp 
attendees filling out an application 
to go to Bible college, you are reaping 
permanent results.” These campers will 
soon be attending schools and training 
for ministry.

Another point to remember is that 
nothing like this success can hap-
pen without planning and teamwork. 
Greg Lyons says, “Recruiting for camp 
began before Christmas. We developed 
a strategy that would penetrate the 
youth population throughout Metro 
Manila. Networking with our public 
school contacts, government agencies 
that we had been working with, local 
churches, and simply getting out there 
going through each target community, 
we began to see God work. Targeting 
specific areas where we felt God was 

1,726 saved
  cambodia8,633 attend

         cambodia

79,959 attend
        philippines29,000 saved

        philippines

Overseas youth camps win thousands to the Lord 5,473 attend
         mexico

283 attend
         colombia

2,338 saved
            mexico

A full house means more Filipino 
youth will hear the gospel



        Baptist Bible Tribune       [ October 2009 ]     13

leading us to plant new churches, we 
worked hard in laying a foundation for 
the salvation appeal that would come.”

Camps are only part of the story 
for this youth oriented ministry. Greg 
also holds Vacation Bible School 
throughout Manila in early summer, 
with nearly 5,000 children attending 
this year. Greg says, “Children are the 
most receptive age group in our world. 
Many new studies have identified the 
'4-14 Window,' not a geographic win-
dow, but a demographic window. This 
has been identified as the most recep-
tive time in a person's life, between 
ages 4 and 14 years old.” Lyons reports 
2,248 children received Christ through 
the VBS effort this year.

Greg and the Metro Manila evan-
gelistic team (Greg’s wife LuuAnn, 
Roger and Tammy Akers, Luke and 
Kelly Lyons, Jordan and Nikki Nisly, 
Isaac and Eunice Basilio, Cory and Jes-
sie Lyons, Collette McGuire, and Marc 
and Jessi Buxton) are planning Youth 
Evangelism Conference 2010. More 
information can be obtained by email-
ing greglyons@gmail.com.

Tanzania
The Tanzania version of The High-

lands will begin evangelistic camps in 
June 2010, and Dave Jones and Team 
Tanzania are preparing churches, pas-
tors, and youth leaders for the type of 
camps in the other Highlands proper-
ties. Next on his agenda is a Teach-
ing and Training Camp scheduled for 
December 14-17.

5,473 attend
         mexico

283 attend
         colombia

2,338 saved
            mexico

191 saved
            colombia

new camp   
 opens in 2010
            tanzania

Tanzanian pastors pray (above) as ground is broken 
(below) for a new camp facility

Facilities (above and below right) 
provide the location for reaching 
Cambodian youth (below)

Greg Lyons (far right) interacts with 
children during a VBS in the Philippines
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Fellowship NewsMissiONary leTTers

jAMAicA Bill & Kay Amberg

Oral couldn’t go to a service to hear the gospel. Actually, 

he can’t go anywhere unless he is carried or rolled. He just 

sits in his room — he is quadriplegic due to a break-dance 

injury when he was 16. While I was out visiting looking 

for one of our Sunday school boys who had moved, I went 

to the wrong house first, and there was Oral Williams. He 

was gloriously saved a few days later when we followed 

up with a soul-winning visit. His lost 

brother helped us get him to church 

the next Sunday and he made his 

public profession. He told us he had 

been hoping someone would come 

and tell him about the Lord. 

spAin
Last month, a Catholic Dominican 

monk secretly communicated with 

us, by means of our web page, 

about his desire to leave a monas-

tery here in Spain in order to join 

us and become a Baptist. He sent me several letters hidden 

inside tourist brochures telling me about himself and ask-

ing for prayer. His name is Antonio and he is from Costa 

Rica. He joined the religious order 12 years ago at age 18. 

About two years ago, through his own personal Bible study, 

he realized that he was in a corrupt, idolatrous religion. He 

called upon the Lord as his Savior and trusted Christ. He has 

endured about all he can and wants out. About two weeks 

ago, he left the monastery in Northern Spain and came to 

Murcia so we could talk. He feels the call to serve God. He 

is no longer a monk, but is still considered a non-practicing 

priest for the next five years. He wants to be baptized in our 

church and learn. We will do what we can to help Antonio 

grow and prepare for the Lord’s will. Who knows what the 

Lord has in store for this man.

Steve & Kelli Mowery

heart to hear them share this sad truth with me. The task is 

difficult, but I’m excited that Sam and Carol along with 23 

other campers who do not believe have at least heard the 

gospel several times during camp. Pray that God would give 

the increase.

Two campers have stood out to me 

this summer. Sam is 16 years old 

and when he hears people speak of 

God it makes him mad. Carol is 16 

years old and does not even believe 

there is a god, let alone a God that died for her. It broke my 

belGiuMTim Downs

GuAteMAlA Aaron & Christine McKnight

Estela is a hard-working mother of six children, three of 

them are deaf. There are no schools in Sumpango for these 

children, so they study only two days a month at an insti-

tute for the deaf in the capital. Frustrated by a different 

kind of language barrier and eager to get to know these 

children better, we visited them in their home. A member 

of a mission team from Suncoast Baptist Church who signs 

accompanied us. Although many of the signs were differ-

ent, we were able to communicate on a very basic level and 

learn a little more about the family. As we left the home that 

day, the Lord burdened my heart so 

deeply for these children. I am des-

perate for them to understand how 

much their Heavenly Father loves 

them. The following Saturday at 

Bible club, we incorporated some basic sign language into 

the songs. All the children eagerly participated, but there 

were three in particular who were smiling from ear to ear. 

Little by little I pray they will learn of their Father’s love for 

them.
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MexicO Allen & Aase Owens

We were in a public park in a high drug-and-prostitute sec-

tion of Mexico City. A visiting pastor was sharing the gos-

pel with the homeless population in the park and we were 

checking up on youth that had come to camps from this 

area. I had moved to the fringes of the park in order to 

keep an eye on the overall movement of people. That is 

when I saw a man with a swollen black eye and bruises 

all over his body approaching the crowd that had gathered 

to hear the preaching of God’s Word. I had no idea what 

his intent was, but he was beating a hammer into his free 

hand and moving closer. I headed him off and with humor 

and a large smile I asked, “What are you going to do with 

the hammer, beat up a gringo?” He 

laughed — I was relieved. I invited 

him to sit with me and to tell me 

his story of the bruises and black 

and swollen eye. In the end, I was able to share God’s gift 

of forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Luis bowed his head 

and with tears in his eyes prayed for God to forgive him of 

his sins and to receive Christ as his personal Savior. Later, 

I introduced my new brother in Christ to a local pastor who 

will follow up with Luis and try to help him grow in his new 

life in Christ. Luis has found an option to the life of violence 

and vices. Please pray for him.

sOuth AFRicA
We buried Michael Whitlend this 

summer. As I stood before the 

packed auditorium, I was able to 

give his testimony. A year ago, 

Michael was doing his best to avoid me as I visited in his 

parents’ home and before his father’s death and funeral. 

But when Michael himself became seriously ill, he called for 

me. By the time I got to the hospital, he’d changed his mind 

about calling for the preacher — said he’d been thinking 

about it and realized that he’d been prepared to bargain 

with God. “But it won’t work, pastor,” he said. “It doesn’t 

work like that, does it?” Michael wanted God to restore his 

health so he could go back to work to earn the money to 

support his drug habit. He’d been quite content with his life. 

It was weeks later that Michael confessed his sin and ac-

cepted Christ as Savior. He lived another six months with 

drug resistant TB. He couldn’t walk a block down the street 

without almost fainting from difficulty breathing. He didn’t 

stand before the church to give a public testimony, he wasn’t 

baptized, and he didn’t become a member. Though, when 

an old acquaintance asked, “Do you still smoke (drugs) as 

much as you used to?” He answered, “No, I read my Bible 

now.” At the close of the funeral sermon, his aunt raised her 

hand for prayer. When we returned from the cemetery she 

came to tell me that she needed to do what Michael had 

done. Levine was ready to ask Christ to be her Savior.

Jeff & Judy Blanton

very strongly that evil spirits are behind just about every-

thing. For example, he will not allow his sons’ hair to be cut 

until the “prophets” from his wife’s white garment “spiri-

tual” church give the go-ahead. Please pray for Kunle and 

Taiwo, that they would be saved and that she would leave 

her Cherubim and Seraphim church.

Kunle once told me that most 

churchgoers in Nigeria had not re-

ally given up paganism. I agree 

with this statement, but a little in-

vestigation has shown me why he 

would say such a thing. Kunle’s own tribe appears to be 

one of the most pagan and superstitious of all. He believes 

niGeRiARoss & Ellen Ligon

pApuA new GuineA Richard & Joyce Crotts

Alice was a 35-year-old teacher at Rabaul Bible Baptist 

Academy. She had an undiagnosed cancer and went home 

to be with the Lord recently. She endured much heartache, 

including an unfaithful husband, but she lived the message 

of the song sung at her funeral, “I Saw Jesus in You.” It was 

the largest funeral attendance we have seen here; the locals 

said it was equaled to the funerals of 

their important leaders. This funeral 

was a testimony to a quiet woman’s 

faith and love for the Lord.

MissiONary leTTers
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This year, my wife and I had the 
privilege of being part of the 
BBFI Missionary Family Reunion 

in Fayetteville, Arkansas. I was the 
speaker for the general sessions, and 
my wife, Karen, spoke to the ladies in 
the mornings. BBFl Mission Director 
Jon Konnerup, his associate direc-
tors, and their wives all worked hard 
to put together the Missionary Family 
Reunion for the benefit of the mission-
aries. At the reunion, the missionaries 
had the opportunity to make lifelong 
friendships, be encouraged, receive 
instruction, ask questions about BBFI 

missionary policies and procedures, 
and have some fun! Since we had never 
been to a Missionary Family Reunion 
before, we didn’t really know what to 
expect, but we were excited to see how 
all the Mission Office staff made this a 
great time for the missionaries. With 
their limited budget and volunteer help 
from BBFI churches in the area, the 
Mission Office put together preaching 
services for all the missionaries, men’s 
and women’s sessions in the mornings, 
a full teen program, a Vacation Bible 
School for the children, and a nursery 
for the babies. In the afternoon, activi-
ties were scheduled, such as golf and 
bowling.

There were several things that 

Karen and I enjoyed and were chal-
lenged by. We enjoyed getting to meet 
the missionary families. As we shared a 
meal with them or sat and talked with 
them after a meeting, we got to hear 
about their calling, struggles, and vic-
tories. We have received several emails 
since the reunion about how much the 
reunion meant to the missionaries also. 
Over and over they said they were glad 
they had come. 

One of the aspects of the teen pro-
gram that challenged us was the help 
MKs need in the area of defining their 
culture. Mason and Marla Stanley led 

the teen program. Part of their program 
was to address the subject of third-
culture kids. Third-culture kids does 
not refer to children from third-world 
countries, but rather to children who 
grow up with their American parents 
in another country. They blend the ele-
ments of their parents’ cultures and the 
country they live in to form their own 
third culture. I am not an expert in this 
area, but I was impressed that Mason 
and Marla were able to help the teens 
with this very real challenge MKs face. 

We found that the reunion is a 
vital part of the help the Mission Of-
fice provides for our missionaries. I 
would like to challenge pastors to help 
their missionaries benefit from this by 

participating in the following ways. 
First, encourage your missionaries to 
attend the retreat. Several missionaries 
at the reunion stated that they really 
didn’t want to take the time to come, 
but by the end of the week they were 
very glad they had. Second, put the 
reunion in your mission budget. Sup-
port from churches helps the Mission 
Office put on a first-class retreat that is 
worth the time and expense for mis-
sionaries to come. We have supported 
the reunion for several years, and after 
attending this year’s reunion, I am glad 
we have. Third, pay the camp fee for 

a missionary family, especially if you 
are their sending church. We paid for 
our missionary family to go this year. 
The reunion was a great help to them, 
and I know it will be a blessing to your 
missionaries. If you would like to help 
support the Missionary Family Reunion 
in any way, contact Associate Mission 
Director Steve Bender at sbender@
bbfimissions.com.

I am so glad that our Mission Of-
fice is striving to help our missionaries 
any way they can. They are actively 
looking for ways to help, and the Mis-
sionary Family Reunion is just one of 
the ways they are proactively helping 
our missionaries.

2009 Missionary FaMily reunion
Lewis McClendon, Pastor, Ventura Baptist Church
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This spring will long be remembered 
as the time of miracles in the valley of 
Los Chillos, Sangolquí, Ecuador. Af-

ter much planning and preparation, on April 
2, missionaries Glenn McGhee and I signed 
the contract purchasing a piece of land for 
the Chillo Jijon church. Construction was 
started immediately with the goal of hav-
ing the building ready for the roof when the 
missionary work team from Friendship Bap-
tist Church in Owasso, Oklahoma, arrived in 
July. They arrived with their work clothes on! 
After a brief orientation, the 42 members of 
the team divided into three groups to work 
in Chillo Jijon, Conocoto, and Mushuñan, 
roofing, guttering, painting, doing electri-
cal work, and putting in the suspended 
ceiling. The week climaxed with a seminar 
for teachers, a youth meeting, and dedica-
tory services at both Chillo Jijon and Cono-
coto. Without hesitation or complaint, the 
group, under the leadership of pastor Linsy 
Slayden, Randy Baskins, and Gary Johnson, 
had tackled a herculean task…and com-
pleted it to the glory of our Lord!
 As the Owasso team was leaving 
on Monday, the ministry team from Overland 
Park Baptist Church, Pastor Tracy Roby, was 
arriving, anxious to leave the conveniences 
of the city to minister to the villages in the 
jungle near Tena in Napo province. We first 
went to the village of Shandia where Jim El-
liot, one of the five who gave their lives try-
ing to reach the Auca Indians with the gos-
pel, had lived and ministered. Our hearts 
were broken at the testimony of one who 
was but a boy in those difficult times. 
  Loading our group of 25 “gringos” 
and 17 Ecuadorians in four motorized ca-
noes, we made our way down the Napo 
River to Pusuno and Shiripuno, two villages 
where the gospel was presented with mime, 
clowns, music, magic, and a message. An-
other presentation in Baeza resulted in a 
trip total of 142 precious Ecuadorians re-
ceiving Christ as their Savior. Thanks folks, 
for a tremendous job well done! And a mil-
lion thanks to our faithful supporters who 
make our ministry here possible!

Teamwork in ECuADOR
By Cliff McGhee, BBFI missionary to Ecuador

the team from Friendship baptist went to work installing a drop ceiling in chillo jijon

the dedication of the chillo jijon bulding

the mission team from Overland park baptist temple in the village of shandia
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FirstHand
Jesus and a man on the corner in nowhere by Rick Schuessler

There he stood on the corner in the 
middle of nowhere. It was a very 
hot day in Aroucca, Trinidad. 

Nineteen of us were eagerly telling 
Muslims and Hindus about the one 
true God.

I was diligently looking for some 
of the team members. When we began 
our adventure of evangelism, the four 
groups dispersed in many different 
directions. As I caught up with three 
of the four groups, still there was one 
group missing. Safety is always our 
number-one concern while the students 
are on a Champs Missions Journey.

Many of the homes in the area 
where most of the team members 
walked were guarded by very large 
dogs — Rottweilers looking like well-
built marines pacing back and forth, 
guarding their master’s home. But as I 
ventured down the road that the fourth 
group walked down, there were no 

large dogs; let alone any homes. So why 
did they walk in that direction? It was 
important for me to find them!

The sun was beating down with 
96-degree weather and there was no 
shade. With the tenacity of a Rottweiler 
dog guarding his home, I was very ea-
ger to find this group. I finally reached 
a crossroad.

Looking both ways for the team, 
I noticed a man on the corner of the 
crossroads. He was busy talking to a 
young man as I passed by. Graciously 
and quietly telling him hello, I turned 
and walked on the new road. I was in 
the middle of no-
where — just large 
pastures where the 
air was filled with 
cattle odor. “So where 
is the team? I thought 
they went down this 
road, but why?” I 
asked myself. 

It seemed as 
though God said, 
“You need to speak 
to the man on the 
corner about Me.” 
My first thought was 
maybe he is not there 
any longer. Why was 
he standing there 
on this corner in the 
middle of nowhere anyway? But, once I 
turned around and began to retrace my 
steps, there he was still standing on the 
corner…alone!

“Good afternoon,” he kindly spoke 
to me as I returned his greeting.

We began talking about why I was 
walking up and down the street and 
why he was on this particular corner. 
He was waiting for a ride to get bread 
and you already know why I was there.

Then our conversation moved to 
why 19 students came all the way from 

the United States to Trinidad for the 
week. Of course I told him we were 
telling his fellow countrymen about a 
really good friend of mine. When I told 
him my friend’s name was Jesus, he 
seemed eager to listen.

It was not very long into our time 
together that this man on the corner in 
nowhere prayed and asked Jesus into 
his heart.

This man thanked me many times 
for telling him about Jesus. Realizing I 
never asked him his name, I asked him 
and he very humbly told me. He was a 
very distinguished man. 

“My name is Mr. 
Phillips,” proudly he 
called out his name.

We said our 
goodbyes as I assured 
him through the 
scriptures we would 
see each other again 
in heaven. After just 
taking a few steps I 
turned back to Mr. 
Phillips and asked 
him his age.

“I am 84, soon 
to be 85 years old,” 
proudly he told me.

“Thanks again for 
your time,” I shouted 
back to him as I 

walked away.
At his age it will probably not be 

too long and Mr. Phillips will be with 
his new friend Jesus.

As I left Mr. Phillips, I could not 
stop thinking about this “God moment” 
on the corner in the middle of nowhere 
in Aroucca, Trinidad. I have heard 
stories from other countries that were 
similar to this one, but I was now expe-
riencing this myself. How awesome it 
was for me to experience God in a way 
that I’ve only read about.
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G w e n d o l y n  w e n i G e r
P a s t o r ' s  w i f e ,  w o o d b r i d G e ,  v i r G i n i a

Do you like creepy crawly things? Recently, I was 
sitting in church listening to my husband preach 
and felt someone tangling with my hair. A large 

spider had crawled up the back of the pew and into my hair 
and the folks behind me had been watching it until someone 
finally decided to grab it! That’s one time when I was glad 
that everyone’s eyes were not glued on the preacher! 
 Although I don’t particularly care for creepy crawly 
things (and who does besides little boys?), I’m going to begin 
with “a lady”… 
 Ladybugs really are a “spiritual” insect, as you’ll see. 
Just like Christians who are to be humble, have a testimony, 
and are sometimes closer than family, ladybugs are among 
the most familiar beetles, easily recognized by their round, 
often spotted bodies, less than three-eights of an inch long. 
Yet, what variety! 
 There are two-spotted ladybugs, nine-spotted ladybugs, 
spotless-nine-spotted ladybugs, seven-spotted ladybugs, 
three-banded ladybugs, convergent ladybugs, ashy gray lady-
bugs…and on and on…whew! 
 Likewise, Christian women are individual, having dif-
fering gifts and characteristics. We have different colored 
eyes and hair, different shapes, personalities, tempera-
ments, talents, situations, and circumstances. 
 And, different things bug us. So, let me ask, 
“What’s buggin’ you, lady?” 
 Life can be filled with irritations and annoyances 
which bug us. Jesus said in Luke 17:1a, “…It is impossible 
but that offences will come:” 
 But what a wonderful verse we have in Psalm 119:165: 
“Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing 
shall offend them.:” 
 Because we are human (and, thus, imperfect) we will 
both give cause for offense and justify being offended. Peo-
ple simply bug other people…usually people who are close or 
even loved. So, how can we avoid the pitfalls of such offens-
es? (We don’t want impaired relationships due to misunder-
standings. We’ve got to live with the people we live with!) Of 
course, changing jobs and churches and families every year is 
not a solution! 
 As women, we tend to blame our own irritability and 
intolerance on our gender. The Bible allows no such loop-
hole! We are responsible for our own reactions to others, our 
behavior, our words, even our thoughts, and our attitudes. 
“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God” 

w h a t ' s  b u G G i n '  y o u ,  l a d y ?

o n  a s s i G n m e n t

(Romans 1:12).
 First, some “ladybugs” are silly. For example, if some-
one is wearing your outfit, or if somebody is talking loudly 
on their cell phone in public, or if you’re waiting in line at a 
store and the clerk is chatting unnecessarily with the custom-
er ahead of you, wasting your time…it bugs you! Remember 
what Proverbs 14:17a says, “He that is soon angry dealeth 
foolishly…” 
 Second, most “ladybugs” are symptomatic. In other 
words, there are irritations because one or both of the indi-
viduals are not right with God and fellowship is hindered. 
You know down deep if that is the case. 
 Pride keeps us from facing the true cause. Remember 
the good examples of Jehu and Jehonadab in 2 Kings “…and 
said unto him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy 
heart? …It is. If it be, give me thine hand. And he gave him 
his hand…And he said, Come with me, and see my zeal for 
the Lord…” (2 Kings 10:15-16).
 Third, a few “ladybugs” are serious. By this, I mean that 
God declares that sin is just that — an offense against Him 

and His holiness. This goes way beyond a pet peeve or an 
opinion. 

 Besides strife (Genesis 13:5-11), a conten-
tious spouse (Proverbs 21:19), an angry person 
who infects others (Proverbs 22:24), or one who 
causes divisions (Romans 16:17), we must deal 
with real enemies. “Alexander the coppersmith 

did me much evil: the Lord reward him according 
to his works” (2 Timothy 4:14). So, leave “Alexan-

der” in God’s capable hands! Then, give God your own 
heart, mind, and tongue to guard. Why? Because, “When a 
man’s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies 
to be at peace with him” (Proverbs 16:7).
So, women, what are we going to do about these “lady-
bugs”? “…Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in heaven…” (Mat-
thew 5:44, 45). 

Gwendolyn Weniger is the wife of Brad Weniger, pastor of Cen-

tral Baptist Church of Woodbridge, Virginia. They have been 

married and in the ministry for 39 years. They have two grown, 

married sons and one grandson. 
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By Thomas Ray

Christmas Evans
The great Welsh preacher

Baptist History

Christmas Evans has been described as a man who 
labored like the Apostle Paul, who possessed the imag-
ination of Bunyan, the eloquence of Whitfield, and is 

considered by many to be the greatest preacher ever produced 
in Great Britain. However, in his youth, he gave no hint of his 
future greatness — in fact, just the opposite. 

 He was born Christmas Day, 1766, thus his name. His 
childhood was marked by extreme poverty and tragically, 
when he was only nine years old, his father died. His mother, 
unable to support her 
children, sent young 
Christmas to live with 
an uncle who proved to 
be a cruel and sadistic 
drunkard. 

 Christmas Evans’ 
childhood can only be 
described as a living 
nightmare. After six 
brutal years, 15-year-
old Christmas left his 
uncle’s farm to escape 
his cruelty. Howev-
er, his future looked 
hopeless. He had not 
received one day of for-
mal education, and as a result he could neither read nor write. 
No one who knew Christmas Evans as a young man would 
ever have believed this illiterate and uncouth youth would 
become Wales’ greatest preacher. But God had great plans for 
this illiterate Welshman. 

 Christmas Evans was converted when he was 18 years 
old during a revival in a Presbyterian church. His life was 
transformed, and his thirst for knowledge was unquenchable. 
Within a month he taught himself to read his Welsh Bible. 
“His intense thirst for knowledge led him to borrow every 
book that the scant libraries of the neighborhood afforded.” 

 Desiring to increase his knowledge of the Scriptures, 
he amazingly taught himself Hebrew, Greek, and English. 
Christmas became a Baptist as a result of a discussion he had 
with a Baptist friend on the subject of baptism. Determined to 
prove that infant baptism was scriptural, he diligently stud-
ied the New Testament. He left us this account of his study, 
“Having read the New Testament through, I found not a sin-

gle verse in favor of infant sprinkling, while about 40 pas-
sages seem to testify clearly for baptism on a profession of 
faith.” 

 In 1788, Christmas Evans was immersed by the Rev. 
Timothy Thomas and united with the Baptists. His first ser-
mon was well received but he had not yet developed the style 
of preaching that would make him famous. His first pastorate 
was in Lleyn in Caernarron where hundreds were converted, 
and he began to develop his preaching skills. After two years 

of labor in Lleyn, he 
was called to the Isle 
of Anglesey in 1791. 
Anglesey was a land 
covered with a black 
cloud of spiritual 
darkness. But the 
ministry of Christ-
mas Evans would 
produce a life-chang-
ing transformation. 
When he arrived in 
Anglesey there were 
only two chapels and 
eight preaching sta-
tions. When he left 
in 1826 the preach-

ing stations had multiplied and 28 preachers were actively 
preaching the gospel. 

However, his fame as a great preacher was not derived 
from his pastoral successes. In 1794, at an associational meet-
ing, he was asked to speak as a last-minute substitute. For 
the next three hours, the audience was spellbound by his ser-
mon. From that one sermon, his fame as a preacher was estab-
lished. He wrote 20 books, made over 40 evangelistic tours 
which lasted from six to eight weeks, and preached 163 times 
before Baptist associations. 

 Any time it was announced that Christmas Evans would 
be preaching, all labor would cease and great crowds would 
gather to hear his message. Multitudes were converted and 
churches were established, sometimes as a result of just one 
sermon. On July 19, 1838, in his 72nd year, the old warrior, 
worn out from his years of labor, laid down his sword. His last 
words were “Wheel about, Coachman, drive on!” 
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URBANCURRENT
Charles Lyons, Pastor

Armitage Baptist Church
Chicago, illinois

who will mourn for our city, or your city?

charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org

Tehran. 1978. My father was down a 
side street, looking to buy a gift for 
my mother. He discovered the shop 

keeper had a limited, heavily accented 
English vocabulary. “Where you from?” 
the man asked. “Chicago,” my father 
answered. The merchant’s face took 
on an expression of amazement and 
fear. He held out his hand like a gun 
exclaiming, “Chicago — boom, boom.”

 Ironically, a black kid from North 
Carolina did what the mighty and sto-
ried Irish Polish Democratic machine 
could not. Michael Jordan momentari-
ly became the world’s first thought of 
Chicago. We took care of that in short 
order. The filth, the evil, the slime that 
is the Chicago power structure oozed 
down Interstate 55 to Springfield and 
under the unlikely and unpronounce-
able Blogojevich label, tainted our rep-
resentation in Washington, making us 
the object of ridicule internationally. 

All is not happiness and light. 
There is a time appointed for every-
thing. There is a time to weep. There 
is a time to mourn. Who will mourn for 
Chicago? Who will mourn for our city? 
Who among us is even interested in 
having a soul capable of mourning for 
this great city? 

 Jesus marks His life mission 
clearly in Luke 13:31-35. Faced with 
opposition, He persists in carrying out 
the purpose for which He was sent, 
independent of the Pharisees and 
Herod. Mindful of but not controlled by 
their thoughts and their plots, Jesus 
models steadfast persistence. “Never-
theless I must walk today, and tomor-
row, and the day following…” In any 
case, regardless, God’s plans will be 
completed.

 But Jesus cries out, “Oh Jeru-
salem, Jerusalem, which killest the 
prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee; how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, 
as a hen doth gather her brood under 
her wings, and ye would not! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate…” 
Jesus mourns for His city. Yes, it’s a 
city that represents a nation, but here 
we see Jesus looking beyond the physi-
cal, political, and historical realities. 
He sees things as they truly are. It’s 
God’s perspective that matters. If I am 
to follow Jesus, I must carry His bur-
den for His city. Following Jesus means 
I embrace mourning. It is mine to be 
burdened with the greed, the gore, the 
grief, the hardness, the hatred, the 
blindness, the blatant disbelief. 

 Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, your 
history will not save you. Your history 
of God’s choice and past glory will not 
save you. Your legacy of David and Sol-
omon — days of victory and plenty will 
not be your deliverance. Your religion 
with its glorious temple and fastidious 
observance will not bring rescue. Your 
politics, notable in the annals of world 
history, will not save you.

 Oh, Chicago, Chicago, city of 
brawn and bluster, center of the Daley 
dynasty, guarded by ubiquitous spires 
soaring from raucous gritty streets and 
placid shaded avenues alike. 

 City of far more players than 
prophets.

 City of way more religious pres-
ence than godly living.

 City Billy Sunday couldn’t shut 
down. 

 City of schemes and scams, clout 
and corruption.

 Who will mourn for a mayor who 
appoints a self-proclaimed homosexual 
to oversee a system intended to serve 
400,000 school children?

 Who will mourn for a city council 
so densely populated by petty thieves, 
puppets and political pirates?

 Who will mourn for a business 
community working so readily, so cozily 
with one of the most corrupt political 
machines in American history?

 Who will mourn thousands of 
young men, cold, lost, violent, scared, or 
the tens of thousands of babies slaugh-
tered in our clinics and their mothers 
who thought they had no other choice?

Oh Chicago, Chicago, your muse-
um campus and Millennium Park will 
not save you. 

 Your gorgeous lakefront will not 
save you now.

New school buildings and fancy 
condos, stunning skyline — the best 
minds of University of Chicago will not 
save you. 

 Your legendary political might, 
your international reputation, the 2016 
Olympics…

 Oh, Chicago, none of these can 
save.

 Jesus mourns His way to the 
cross. Jesus looks for mourners — those 
willing to carry the spiritual burden of 
compassion and concern for their cit-
ies. Who will carry the spiritual burden 
for your friends if you don’t? Who will 
mourn for your work associates if you 
don’t? Who will mourn for your city if 
not you?

Every follower of Jesus will mourn 
as he goes. This is our city. 
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Jon Konnerup  |  BBFi Mission Director

Our missionaries in europe don't give in

Two days after our BBFI Mission-
ary Reunion, I traveled with Pas-
tor Dennis Jennings to Brussels, 

Belgium, to participate in the European 
Missionary Retreat. A very good num-
ber attended, and my heart was blessed 
by the fellowship and the spirit of the 
missionaries. Europe is a spiritually 
dark continent, yet despite the spiri-
tual battles, moral decay, and financial 
strains upon them, our missionaries 
will not give in. As Elijah was a “live” 
witness of God’s presence to the people 
of Israel who had turned their backs 
on God, our missionaries are shin-
ing bright as “live” witnesses of the 
one true God who gave His only Son 
that modern Europeans might have 
joy, peace, and everlasting life. It was 
thrilling to hear how God is using each 
of the missionaries in their own partic-
ular ministries with various strategies. 
It seems as though new opportunities 
are opening and revival is just around 
the corner in Europe.
 From Belgium we flew to Portugal 
where we have had a missionary pres-
ence for 20 years since the Lionel Mar-
tin family first arrived. I spent some 
time with each of our five families who 
serve in different cities across the coun-
try. I would say that in 95 percent of 
the cities and towns there is no gospel 
witness or Baptist church whatsoev-

er. Even though most 
churches are small, 
and there is a lack of 
trained national lead-
ership, each of our 
missionaries shared 
ways they are impact-
ing their towns and 
cities in unique ways. 
Churches have been 
started, Bible studies 
are in place, a Bible 
institute is under-
way, and camps are reaching out to the 
youth. It would be great to see more 
join those already there to reach a peo-
ple steeped in religious traditions and 
rituals that do not fill the void in their 
hearts.
 After Portugal, we flew to 
Aberdeen, Scotland. This was my first 
time to see Scotland and I did not 
know what to expect. I know our mis-
sionaries are putting forth their best 
effort to reach people for Christ and to 
plant churches. The United Kingdom 
has long been known as a place with 
rocky soil for the gospel. In fact, I have 
heard it said that we need people to go 
to other places in the world where the 
harvest is ripe and our funds can bring 
more results. However, I believe God is 
doing a great work through the faith-
fulness of the missionaries and those 

efforts are making a difference. As we 
travelled through different towns and 
cities, I couldn’t help but believe God 
intends to send more laborers into this 
incredible harvest field with tremen-
dous opportunities. 
 In each country we visited, the 
plea was for more missionaries to join 
the task of reaching people who usually 
express no belief in God but are now 
seeking answers to questions about 
life and their future. We cannot for-
get Europe with its millions of people 
who live in what was once known as 
a “gospel-rich” location but now know 
nothing of our loving and caring God. 
On top of that, scores of immigrants are 
relocating to Europe from all over the 
world, making them prime prospects 
for receiving the Good News. 
 Our missionaries are doing a tre-
mendous job in a very difficult region, 
but they need more help and desper-
ately need our financial and prayer 
support. It is through our prayers that 
God’s power will be alive and strong, 
empowering the efforts of God’s ser-
vants throughout Europe as they 
preach “unto them Jesus, and the res-
urrection.” 
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Oldest ncpO school graduate retires at 80
   WAynE Guinn

When most of us think of a 
church planter, we don’t 
picture a man in his 70s. 

However, James Hollingsworth was 
74 years old when he started Mid-
City Baptist Church and 76 when he 
attended the NCPO Candidate School. 
He and his wife, Ann, have had 60 
years of fruitful ministry. June 7, 
2009, marked his retirement. 

Pastor Hollingsworth was first 
called into ministry in 1948 while a 
pre-med student 
at North Texas 
State Universi-
ty, Denton, Tex-
as. This is also 
where he met 
Ann, who was 
studying to be a 
medical techni-
cian. They were 
married in 1948.

After gradu-
ation, Holling-
sworth became 
the assistant 
pastor at Corinth 
Baptist Church 
in Abilene, Tex-
as. He was there 
for two years and 
received practi-
cal, invaluable 
training. In 1952, 
he entered the 
Louisiana Mis-
sionary Baptist 
Institute and 
Seminary where he earned his doctor 
of theology degree while a full-time 
pastor in Springhill, Louisiana. He 

was at this church seven years. 
In 1968, Hollingsworth accepted a 

position as head of the Bible Depart-
ment of Baptist Christian College in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. He was there 
for a year and a half, but still deeply 
desired to pastor. He and Ann prayed 
that God would lead them to a church 
in a large city where they would have 
the opportunity to reach many people 
with the gospel and where they could 
stay for many years. Two days later 

Kings Park Baptist 
Church called Hollings-
worth to be their pastor. 
This church was home 
to the Hollingsworths 
for 30 years. He retired 
as their pastor in 1998.

Mid-City Baptist 
Church of Benton, Loui-
siana, was started out of 
the Baptist Tabernacle 
of Shreveport, Louisi-
ana. They began meet-
ing in a small Catholic 
chapel. The first service 
was held in March of 
2003. Since then, the 
church has grown and 
has been able to build 
their own building. The 
building was a project 
of the BBF Builders 
which saved the church 
more than $300,000. 
When Pastor Hollings-
worth graduated from 
the NCPO Church 

Planting School, the NCPO was able 
to guarantee a loan to pay off the land 
and complete the building.

Pastor David Phillips, a 2008 
graduate of Louisiana Baptist Univer-
sity, Shreveport, Louisiana, follows 
Hollingsworth as pastor of Mid-City 
Baptist Church. Phillips was the pas-
tor of New Life Baptist Church which 
merged with Mid-City Baptist Church 
in April 2008. He has served as a bi-

nCPO DiRECTOR

vocational associate pastor and banker 
until Hollingsworth’s retirement.

IGNITE 
ChurCh Planting Forums

october 26-27
BBC, springfield, mo

our featured speaker will be eric 
Geiger, co-author of Simple Church. 
Along with challenging the students 
about church planting, eric will con-
duct a four-hour instructive, round-
table presentation of Simple Church 
on monday afternoon for pastors and 
staff that attend. 

november 16-17
BBC, Boston, ma

 our featured speaker will be Nel-
son Searcy. he planted a phenome-
nally successful church in manhattan, 
New York, seven years ago. he has 
authored several books and is a popu-
lar speaker around the country. 

Make plans now to attend one or 
all these events. For further informa-
tion email office@bbfincpo.com or call 
(417) 889-1017.
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A mission for preparing students

This fall we begin the year with 
481 highly motivated students in 
the undergraduate school. As we 

finished last spring, our students left 
excited, and now they have returned 
eager to begin a new year. 

I recall the uncertainty about Bap-
tist Bible College as we left last May. I 
note though, that the uncertainty was 
external and not internal. And even 
now I am pleased to let you know that 
God intervened and continues to show 
Himself strong and able to watch over 
BBC. All of us — the students, staff, 
and faculty — are energized by changes 

on campus. And I assure you that not 
only are we stable and moving forward, 
but we move forward with the same 
purpose and mission. 

This is important. With all that 
energy and forward movement around 
me, you will be happy to hear the mis-
sion of Baptist Bible College remains 
the same today as it has since the 
founding almost 60 years ago. The mis-
sion is to train pastors, missionaries, 
and Christian leaders for local church 
ministries. I am determined we will 
continue to fulfill that mission for years 
to come. 

The short mission of the college is 
part of what we call the Mission Docu-
ment. In that document you will find 

the mission statement, the vision, val-
ues, and strategic priorities. The vision 
looks to the future; it is about what I 
want BBC to become. The values are 
what do not change; those are historic 
and part of our heritage. The strategic 
priorities lay out the track — how the 
college moves from the past into the 
future. Everything we do must be tied 
to the Mission Document.

I think you will agree with me that 
for us to talk about BBC in terms of the 
Mission Document can be a bit techni-
cal. Therefore, as I talk to students and 
parents (and now to you the readers of 

the Tribune), I want to capture the Mis-
sion Document with three words: bibli-
cal, quality, and global.

By design, we engage our students 
in biblical higher education. We want 
our students to discern godly wisdom, 
the foundation of which is God’s word. 
Therefore, we want our students to 
interpret the Word of God and practi-
cally apply that Word in their own lives. 
Knowing God’s Word will enable them 
to discern between truth and error, 
essential and nonessential, and excel-
lence and mediocrity. Those complet-
ing the coursework will be able to build 
a biblical worldview and value system 
that produces godly behavior leading to 
Christ-likeness. Then they will be able 

jim edge | president | baptist bible college

view from bbc

BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

to impact others with God’s word.
By design, we engage our stu-

dents in quality higher education. We 
want our students to develop relevant 
skills. Therefore, we want our students 
to engage others in the public square, 
where everyday life takes place, lives 
intersect, business is conducted, and 
conversations occur. Being able to solve 
problems, to communicate with clar-
ity, and to discern what they hear will 
enable them to share the gospel in a 
relevant manner. In the same way the 
Apostle Paul was able to witness to 
Jews and Gentiles, we want our stu-

dents to reach others.
By design, we engage our students 

in global higher education. We want our 
students to demonstrate worldwide ser-
vice. Therefore, we want our students to 
fulfill the Great Commission. Being able 
to apply biblical principles and skills in 
ministry through a local Baptist church 
provides the context for our students 
to impact others for the Lord. Applying 
principles across cultures enables our 
students to start churches around the 
world and train leaders to engage oth-
ers. 

That is our mission. It is in writing, 
and we are willing to judge our success 
or failure in its light.
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N  E  W  S
view from boston
David Melton  | president | boston baptist college

sons and daughters

I      only know a little bit about half of 
what I’m talking about. That is not 
much of an impressive opening line, 

but it is honest. My wife, Kim, and I 
have four boys, so our education about 
little guys with trucks and tree limbs 
for rifles and every kind of sports under 
the sun is ongoing. We are even learn-
ing about the process of little boys 
growing into older boys and then into 
young men. We live it every day.

We have no daughters. That is in 
the providence of God, for good reason 
I am sure. Honestly, I would be scared 
to have a daughter. I could see me as 
an old man running over some guy who 
even looked at my daughter wrong.

So I’m learning about sons and 
having to vicariously get remedial edu-
cation about daughters. But then I 
watch them come to Boston.

Again this fall I came over to cam-
pus to watch students move in. There 
are hugs all around for returning stu-
dents, lots of laughs and updates from 
the summer months. For the new stu-
dents, there are introductions, putting 
faces and voices with names, trying to 
put moms and dads at ease about leav-
ing their prized possessions — their 
sons and daughters — with us.

That gets me. I know when par-
ents bring their young people to college 
here in Boston there is some anxiety 
involved. Some of it is in the hearts of 
students, stepping out on their new 
venture of higher education away from 
home. But, in my observation, there 
is more stress on the faces and in the 
body language of mom and dad. Sure, 
college is costly, and parents usually 
bear the brunt of that burden. But that 
isn’t really it. There are lots of jokes, 
a few passing remarks, and even a 
silence at times that screams, “Take 

care of this one!” 
To all the moms and dads out 

there, I promise you that in Boston we 
will treat them like they are our own. 
I have four boys, and I am just crazy 
enough to believe that each one of them 
is amazing. My son, Davey, is a musi-
cian who has his mother’s charm and 
who has a smoothness about him that 
is beyond his years and that I really 

admire. Samuel is an artist who cracks 
me up at his independent view of every-
thing, and underneath it all, is one of 
the kindest people I know. Matthew 
is my comic — I once told him that I 
would pay a lot of money just to hear 
him laugh. He busted out laughing 
right then and there and told me, “Do it 
— pay up!” Besides that, he shares my 
devotion to the Red Sox. Then there is 
four-year-old Joshua. I am afraid I can’t 
tell you about Joshua. There are no 
words — you’ll just have to meet him.

Do we have a greater treasure than 
the children that God gives us? And if 
we are blessed enough that our chil-
dren grow up and want to serve God...
well, it just doesn’t get much better 
than that! Kim and I pray that for our 
boys constantly.

So the sentimental side of me aches 
to watch parents bring sons and daugh-
ters to Boston. I pain to watch the long 
good-bye hugs, when words just won’t 
come out when it’s finally time to leave, 
when you keep staring in the rearview 
mirror as long as you can...

And I remember the “son-side” too. 
I remember getting on an airplane to go 
off to college, trying to keep my cool in 
front of dad and mom. Then I remem-
ber going into the plane's lavatory and 
bawling like a five-year-old. When a 
flight attendant banged on the door to 
tell me that I needed to come out and 
sit down so we could take off, I told her 
to “Shut up and leave me alone!” I’m 

not proud of that necessarily, but I do 
remember.

The start of college, particularly 
a ministry college, is a heart-rending 
affair. All students are sons and daugh-
ters. And they are treasures. Thank-
fully, they are not only treasures to us, 
they are treasures to God. Only eterni-
ty will unveil what good these sons and 
daughters will do.

So to Wesley and Cindy, “I saw her 
today and she is doing great!”

Jeff and Becky, “That boy is a 
hoot...going to make a Kingdom differ-
ence.”

Barry and Cynthia, “She’s great, 
and she even likes one of the right col-
lege football teams!”

John and Betty, “Took him out to 
lunch last week with one of my own 
sons...what a great young man you’ve 
got there!”

Kim and Kevin, “He is special, no 
doubt about it — anybody can see it.”

And Tom and Bethany, “I am so 
glad you sent your son to Boston. A 
godly son is a great treasure.”

All students are sons and daughters. And they 
are treasures. thankfully, they are not only 
treasures to us, they are treasures to God.
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Shiloh Hills Baptist Church showed 
the congregation’s appreciation for 
their pastor, Victor Bledsoe, in a Pastor 
Appreciation event Sunday, August 
23. The occasion was Bledsoe’s 20-year 
anniversary at Shiloh Hills and his 
40-year anniversary of serving in the 
ministry. Two members of the 1989 
pulpit committee, Barney Kendall and 
Richard Tinker, presented plaques of 
appreciation as they recalled their role 
in calling Bledsoe to the church. Later, 
the church held a banquet for Bledsoe 

Georgia church shows appreciation for bledsoe
Kennesaw, GA

and his wife, Kay. 
Before going to Shiloh Hills, Bled-

soe served churches in Illinois, Indiana, 
Delaware, and Michigan, assisting 
BBFI pastors Jack Zimmer, A.V. Hen-
derson, Leland Kennedy, and Truman 
Dollar. He had also been senior pastor 
of Trinity Baptist Church in Middle-
town, Ohio, in 1985 just before respond-
ing to the call of Shiloh Hills. 

Bledsoe has held several BBFI 
posts, and he currently serves as chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri.

lighthouse pays off mortgage five years early
La Verne, cA

Lighthouse Baptist Church, pastored by Brian Dunlop, held 
a mortgage-burning service on Sunday, August 9, in cele-
bration of paying off their mortgage five years early. This 
marked the completion of an incredible journey for the mem-
bers of Lighthouse. 
 Having begun 29 years earlier as Calvary Baptist 
Church of San Dimas, the congregation had relocated six 
times and met in three different cities. They had researched 
multitudes of possibilities for a place of their own, but the 
Lord closed all the doors. 
 The Grace Brethren Church in La Verne had voted to 
sell their property without listing it 
for sale, asking God to bring them a 
buyer. The day after, the pastor of 
Calvary Baptist knocked on their 
door. So in June 1998, the church once 
again found themselves on the move. 
This time it was to their permanent 
location in a beautiful, colonial-style, 
brick building in La Verne. 
 Over the last ten years, Light-
house has expanded the facilities and 
begun many new ministries while 
working to pay down the mortgage. 
The original 200-seat auditorium 
was expanded to seat close to 500 
people, and they added classrooms, 
bathrooms, offices, and various other 
rooms. Current plans are to save for 
a new auditorium for their Spanish 
ministry, a mission apartment, more 
classrooms, and a gymnasium.
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brazil church burns note on building project
hortolandai, brazil

Steven Trask, BBFI missionary to Bra-
zil, reports that the First Bible Baptist 
Church had a special note-burning ser-
vice July 12. This was the Trask family’s 
last Sunday in Brazil before returning on 
furlough and the congregation surprised 
them with several items including a DVD 
presentation of the building process pre-
pared by missionary Patrick McClure. 
 “At first, the national pastor 
seemed leery of a service that would in-
volve something burned in the church. 
However, in the end, it became a special 
service, and a memorable milestone for a 
local New Testament Baptist church in 
Brazil,” states Trask.
 Steven and Marilyn Trask and 
their family started First Bible Bap-
tist Church in July 1990. They met in 
the home of a Brazilian family for two 
years until they were able to purchase 

an empty corner lot in Gar-
den Amanda. The lot was 
across the street from a pro-
posed school in the largest 
single-home neighborhood 
in the city of Hortolandai, 
Sao Paulo. Over the next 11 
years, they purchased seven 
lots, built a small auditori-
um, and erected temporary 
Sunday school rooms.
 In 2000, the congregation began a 
building program with the help of the 
BBFI revolving fund. Trask says, “The 
revolving loan for national churches was 
a big blessing. We could not have built 
the church building through the Brazil-
ian high-interest system.” They put up 
the shell for a large auditorium and a 
four-story Sunday school wing. The next 
seven years they continued working on 
the buildings, and in 2008 began repay-

ing the loan at a higher rate.
 In 2007, First Bible Baptist Church 
called national Claudio Oliveira da Cruz 
to be their pastor while the Trasks tried 
to rebuild a work they had started in the 
past. Cruz had come out of the church, 
the church had helped him attend semi-
nary, and then he returned to help the 
Trasks at the church. The church’s cur-
rent membership is over 100 with atten-
dance above that number.



28   Baptist Bible Tribune     [ October 2009 ] 

N  E  W  SN  E  W  S

since when was a Christmas program 
ever “hassle free”?
This year, celebrate Christmas with a quiet, thoughtful refl ection 
on God’s “humble gift of love.” 

Ready for Christmas demonstrates what your children are already 
learning during Sunday School. The program includes several 
songs, poems, and memory verses that coordinate with some of 
the Regular Baptist Press Sunday School curriculum. Teachers 
will appreciate this integrated idea!

since when was a Christmas program 
ever “hassle free”?
since when was a Christmas program 
ever “hassle free”?
since when was a Christmas program 

www.RegularBaptistPress.org 
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Fellowship News

jonathan Falwell, Dan Dean at texas bbF meeting
Snyder, tX

Calvary Baptist Church of Snyder, 
Texas, and Pastor Larry McAden host-
ed the Texas Baptist Bible Fellowship 
August 17-18 at the church’s facilities. 
Guests for the meeting were Jonathan 
Falwell, pastor of Thomas Road Baptist 
Church in Lynchburg, Virginia, and 

Dan Dean of the singing group Phillips, 
Craig, and Dean. About 300 pastors, 
missionaries, and church workers were 
in attendance.
  Falwell preached in the evening 
service on Monday, and again Tuesday 
morning. His sub-
jects were reclaim-

ing vision and the relationship of vision 
and faith. Dan Dean gave a concert in 
the Tuesday morning service. BBFI As-
sociate Mission Director Steve Bender 
presented the details for the 2009 Mis-
sionary Projects Offering.
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former pastors and we are the send-
ing church for Richard Lewis and Bob 
Dodson. BBFI has always been our Fel-
lowship and BBC has always been our 
school and we as a church believe our 
best days are ahead of us,” says Don El-
more, pastor of Temple Baptist Church. 
“We are very grateful to our God for His 
good hand of blessing on this ministry.” 

Fellowship News

temple baptist celebrates 59th anniversary
Springdale, Ar

Temple Baptist Church celebrated 
its 59th anniversary on Sunday, Au-
gust 16. The weekend 
was complimented by 
preachers who had 
gone out from Temple 
Baptist into the min-
istry. Randy Harp was 
the main speaker and 
Bobby Sharp, Andy 
Dixon, Keith But-
tram, and Ricky Harp 
assisted by teaching 
Sunday school. The 
church also celebrated 
with a church-wide cookout on Saturday 
night.

 Temple Baptist Church was started 
in 1950 by W.E. Dowell while pastoring 
High Street Baptist Church in Spring-

field, Missouri. Dowell had a radio min-
istry that reached Springdale, Arkansas, 
and through this ministry and driving 

down on Tues-
day evenings, 
he got enough 
people together 
to start the 
church and they 
in turn called 
Duane Pringle 
to be their first 
pastor.

 T h e 
church was 
started with a 

mission emphasis and continues that  
today. “We had a missionary speak in 
our organizational service in 1950 and 
today support over 65 missionary proj-
ects monthly. Bob Hughes is one of our 

Dillon Road 
celebrates 35th 
anniversary
fostoria, oh

On August 16, 2009, the members and 
friends of Dillon Road Baptist Church 
celebrated 35 years of ministry in Fos-
toria. The special day included dinner 
on the grounds and having the found-
ing pastor, Lloyd Strouse, and second 

pastor, Arthur Ball, give testimony of the church’s work. 
 The church’s original name was Fostoria Baptist 
Temple. In 1987, after the congregation had built their 
new building on Dillon Road, they renamed the church 
Dillon Road Baptist Church. Pastor Allen Minton has pa-
stored the Dillon Road church for 16 years and his assis-
tant pastor is David Clark. Other former pastors include 
David Stokes, Gary Crawford, and Ray Lewis. 

From left: Arthur ball (former pastor), David clark (assistant pas-
tor), lloyd strouse (founding pastor), and Allen Minton (pastor)
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hughlett Day celebrated at Overland park
overland Park, KS

Sunday, July 5, was a day of celebra-
tion and remembrance at Overland Park 
Baptist Temple. The occasion marked 
the 30th anniversary and official retire-
ment of Ed and Wanda Hughlett as mu-
sic minister and pianist at the church. 
The event was filled with tributes, spe-
cial music, and preaching, concluding 
with an all-church evening fellowship. 

During Sunday school, members of 
the Berean Adult Bible Class made spe-
cial presentations to the Hughletts in 
recognition of their faithfulness in teach-
ing the class.  The Hughletts taught sev-
eral Sunday school classes at Overland 
Park through the years, and led the 
youth ministry from 1979 through 1985.   

 The morning service opened with 
deacon and Mrs. Steve Dillard present-
ing a corsage and boutonnière to the 
Hughletts, and gifting them with individ-
ual leaded crystal appreciation plaques.  
Pastor Emeritus Jerry L. Byars brought 
the message, focusing on men of music in 
the Bible.  He was responsible for bring-

ing the Hughletts to Overland Park in 
1979.  Guests and former members of 
the Hughlett’s first Sunday school youth 
class were in attendance.  

 The evening service featured a 
Hughlett family concert of favorite 
hymns, songs, and musical numbers pre-
sented by Ed, Wanda, and members of 
their family. The board of deacons then 
awarded them a family vacation to Ha-
waii on behalf of the congregation. 

 Ed and Wanda (Hoopes) met at 
BBC in 1960 and were married August 
12, 1961.  They began their ministry of 

music at Morningside Baptist Church 
(now Hallmark Baptist Church), Fort 
Worth, Texas, the next day. Their ser-
vice for the Lord then took them to La-
mar Baptist Church, Greenville, Texas 
(1963), Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
Farmington, New Mexico (1965), Trinity 
Baptist Church, Abilene, Texas (1969), 
and Overland Park Baptist Temple, 
Overland Park, Kansas (1979).  They 
have now retired to 406 N. Jefferson, 
Anthony, Kansas, and can be reached 
by phone (620-842-3253) or email  
(ehughlett@sbcglobal.net).  

boonstra helps church celebrate 60th anniversary
Syracuse, KS

Bible Baptist Church and Pastor Bill 
Roberts hosted Carl Boonstra for the 
60th anniversary of the congregation 
August 30. Boonstra was the preacher 
for the church’s first revival in their 
earliest days after organizing six de-
cades ago.

 To mark their special day, the con-
gregation invited Carl and Elsie Boon-
stra for the morning service, held a 
cookout, and had an afternoon singing 
service with area churches.
 Bible Baptist Church began after a 
tent revival held by Clifford Clark who 
was the pastor of one of the first inde-

twelve members of the hughlett's youth department sunday school class were on hand to help 
ed and wanda (front, center) celebrate 30 years of ministry at Overland park

pendent Baptist churches in western 
Kansas at the time. From his Garden 
City pastorate, he sensed the need for 
a church in Syracuse and held the tent 
meeting. Al Wells became the church’s 
first pastor.
 The current pastor at Bible Baptist 
Church is Bill Roberts. He and his wife, 
Carol, have been with the congregation 
since January 2008. For more informa-
tion, see the church’s website at www.
biblebaptistsyracuse.com.

The Central Baptist Church building 
was destroyed when a broken gas line 
led to a fire Friday, September 4. Pastor 
David Newkirk was moving a stove with 
another man when the incident began. 
 A newspaper report quoted  
Newkirk saying, “Central Baptist Church 
is fine, the building is not...” The report 

also said the fire marshal estimates the 
damage will amount to about $1 million. 
 Central Baptist Church has an his-
toric place in the Baptist Bible Fellow-
ship. A 70-year-old church, it has been 
the spiritual home of a number of Fel-
lowship missionaries and pastors.
 For more, go to www.kake.com/
home/headlines/57321472.html.

Fire claims Ks church building
Anthony, KS
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August 9 was a momentous day for 
Hillside Baptist Church and Pastor 
Cecil Tolbert. After five years of sav-
ing, two years of planning, a year of 
construction, and much anticipation, 

hillside dedicates new building
Springfield, mo

over 400 members and guests enjoyed 
the transition to the church’s new 
16,000-sqare-foot building. This date 
also marked 26 years under Tolbert’s 
leadership. The festivities included an 
afternoon dedication service featuring 

singing by The Lester Family and a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony followed by a 
challenge from former pastor Rich-
ard McDole. The church was able to 
celebrate moving forward while also 
reminiscing the past.

The new addition commemorates 
another change in the church’s history. 
The church was founded in 1971 as 
Prospect Baptist Church. In 1976, the 
church purchased property at the cur-
rent location and voted to change their 
name to Hillside Baptist Church. Over 
the years, God blessed the growth of 
the church requiring several building 
expansions. Regarding the construc-
tion of the new facilities, members say 
Tolbert was inspirational, encouraging 
members to not focus on the building 
but to remember the work of the Lord.
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bethel baptist to celebrate 200th anniversary
caseyville. iL

Bethel Baptist Church and Pastor 
Mike Evans will celebrate the 200th 
Anniversary of the congregation Oc-
tober 3 and 4, 2009. The two-day cel-
ebration will also feature Frontier 
Days with traditional craft demon-
strations, tours of historical items 
and photographs, a barbecue, musi-
cal performances, and activities for 
families.

In the Sunday anniversary ser-
vice, attendees will also learn about 
the 200-year history and traditions 
of the church, former pastors, mis-
sionaries, and other contributions of 
the church to the community. 

The historic church was found-
ed in 1809 by James Lemen, Sr., a 
staunch abolitionist, with the under-
standing no member could be a slave 
owner. The church also became a part of the famous Under-
ground Railroad to aid runaway slaves. Lemen’s son, James 
Lemen Jr., worked with Abraham Lincoln and is reported to 
have had lengthy discussions with him concerning theology. 

The church promoted literacy for African Americans, 
sponsoring the efforts of John Berry Meachum, a slave who 
purchased his freedom and afterward bought two riverboats 
to teach African Americans to read and write. The boats were 
necessary because teaching black people to read and write 

was illegal in Missouri, but the Mississippi River was federal 
property. Meachum also started the first African American 
church in St. Louis.

At the church’s centennial celebration in 1909, Bethel 
Baptist hosted William Jennings Bryan as the speaker.

The activities and services are Saturday, October 3,  
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
For information about the 200th anniversary, phone the 
church at 618-344-0782.

life’s Greatest Discovery

“The finest evangelistic 
tool we have ever used.”

The Reapers/Thomas Ray
p.O. box 796541, Dallas tx 75379
phone 972.509.9240 Fax 972.769.2597
email: tray1701@aol.com
www.thereapers.com
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In July 2009, a group of seven adults and students 
from Baptist Temple, pastored by Mark Rounsaville, 
took an eight-day mission trip to minister with Aaron 
and Christine McKnight and Jerry and Mindy Kin-
man in Sumpango, Guatemala. Youth and Children’s 
Director Andy Phinney, says, “The trip dramatically 
affected the missions perspective of all of those who 
went on the trip.”

The group handed out flyers for and put on a Bible 
club, did a puppet ministry in the public and private 
schools, worked in the church’s MANNA feeding cen-
ter, went on visitation, and did various projects around 
the church while in Guatemala. “It 
was an awesome experience for all of 
us to be able to not only see what God 
is doing in Guatemala, but also to be 
used by God to minister to the people 
of Sumpango,” states Phinney.

Phinney had the opportunity to 
preach with a translator on a Chris-
tian radio station reaching over 
10,000 in Sumpango. “I was told that 
it was the first time English had ever 
been spoken on that radio station,” 
says Phinney. Of the McKnights and 
the Kinmans, Phinney asserts, “It 
was an honor and privilege to be able 
to work with Aaron and Christine 
and Jerry and Mindy. In the past two 
years, they have already seen great 
results for their work in Sumpango. 
The church has an average attendance 
of over 100, the feeding center has 
over 60 enrolled, and another church 
has already been planted in Quetzal.”

This year, Baptist Temple also 
sent a group of teens to Kankakee, 
Illinois, to help with the Riverside 
Baptist church plant, and a group of 
adults and middle school students 
to Kosciusko, Mississippi, to work in 
Lighthouse Children’s Home. Phinney 
says, “Missions involvement is impor-
tant for any church member to help 
give them a better perspective on how 
blessed they are and to make them 
more aware of the tremendous need 
for Christ around the world.”

baptist temple sends team to Guatemala
Springfield, mo
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charles howard walker jr.
east helena, mt

“Chuck” Walker Jr., for-
mer BBFI pastor and 
Baptist Bible College 
alumnus, passed away 
at the age of 53 in Hel-
ena, Montana.
 Chuck was born March 14, 1956, in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, to Charles 
Howard Walker Sr. and Carroll (Wood-
worth) Walker. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force in 1977, New York Institute of 
Photography in 1983, and received his 
bachelor of arts in Behavioral Sciences 
from the University of New Hampshire 
in 1984. Chuck also furthered his edu-
cation at Webster University, Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri, 
and Louisiana Baptist University. He 
was married to Cherri L. Vinyard.
 Chuck graduated from U.S. Air 
Force Officer Training School in 1985 
and specialized in chemical dependency 
counseling until retiring as a captain in 
1992. He pastored Maranatha Baptist 
Church between 1998 and 2008.
 A memorial service was held Au-
gust 13 at Lifepoint Baptist Church in 
East Helena, Montana. 

john Kline
findley, oh

John Kline, pastor of Bethel Baptist 
Church in North Baltimore, Ohio, 
passed away August 12, 2009. John was 
a 1976 graduate of Baptist Bible Col-
lege, Springfield, Missouri. He and his 
wife, Karen, were married 36 years.
 As a pastor, Kline was involved 
with the law enforcement community 
for many years, serving as a chaplain 
with the Findlay Police Department. In 
the North Baltimore Police Department 
he attained the rank of assistant Chief 
of Police. He had also served as a ranger 
for the Ohio Park system. 
 He leaves behind his wife Karen, 
two sons, and a daughter. A memorial 
service was held August 16 with David 
B. Clark officiating with assistance from 
Brad Leeth and Bill Schifferly.

j.t. wood
San marcos, cA

J. T. Wood met his heav-
enly Father face to face  
June 21, 2009. He was 
born June 16, 1913, to 
Ernest and Ibie Wood 
in Bluffdale, Texas. He 
came to know the Lord and was baptized 
at the age of 14 during a revival meet-
ing. After high school and college, he left 
the farm due to the Great Depression 
and moved to Ft. Worth, Texas, where 
he worked on the original B-36 bomber 
at the end of WW2 as a structural in-
spector. During this time, he became 
active at First Baptist Church in Ft. 
Worth. Attending a Sunday school Bible 
class he met a young lady named Ade-
line Standifer, who he married one year 
later. They were married for 74 years.
 Beginning his ministry in 1937, he 
founded, built, and pastored churches in 
Brownwood, Austin, and San Antonio, 

Texas, and Spring Valley, California. In 
1971, he moved to Auburn, Washington, 
to be the senior pastor of Auburn Bap-
tist Temple. In 1978, he semi-retired 
back to California and became the visi-
tation minister for five years at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Bellflower, Califor-
nia. During this time, his documented 
visitation records indicated a total of 
27,252 visits. In this number were over 
300 professions of faith. In 1983, he 
moved to Santa Ana, California, work-
ing with Pastor Terry Cantrell at Bethel 
Baptist Church. He taught the adult 
Bible class. He officially retired in 1990 
in San Marcos, California. He continued 
to teach and preach as needed at Fun-
damental Baptist Church in Escondido, 
California, with David Earnhart. Most 
everyone who knew J. T. Wood knew 
of his uncompromising stand and un-
daunted faith concerning the Bible. 
 Services for Wood took place  
June 26, 2009 in Escondido, Califor-
nia. He is survived by his wife, Adeline; 
three children, Shari McCombs (Burton, 
Michigan), Kathy Warick (San Diego, 
California), and Ron Wood (Atlanta, 
Georgia); six grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren.
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jesse chaney
clarksville, tX

Jesse Chaney, veteran 
missionary, went to be 
with the Lord August 25 
at the age of 82. He was 
born October 1, 1926, in 
Hico, Texas.
 In 1954, Jesse and Nell moved their 
family to Springfield, Missouri, to enroll 
in Baptist Bible College. In 1957, the 
Chaneys went to New Mexico to min-
ister among the Navajo Indians. The 
locals called him “Etnishode,” which in 
Navajo means, “The tall one with the 
coat that drags.”
 Later, after graduating from BBC, 
Jesse returned to the Navajos. He and 
Mrs. Chaney established their second 
Baptist church in Smith Lake. In 1965, 
a third church was built in Crown Point 
that included a mission home, four ra-
dio broadcasts, and transport vans. 
This church is today averaging over 200 
people. All three churches are very ac-
tive and growing. In 1975, Jesse and 
Nell had to leave the missionary work 
in New Mexico due to health reasons. 
Chaney also pastored churches in Ar-
kansas and Texas.
 In June 2005, Cheney received an 
honorary Doctor of Theology degree from 
Baptist College in Melbourne, Florida. 
He was a member of Temple Baptist 
Church in Clarksville for many years 
and remained active until his death.

james "jim" Darrell strickland
Springfield, mo

James Strickland was 
born May 15, 1925, and 
arrived in Heaven on Au-
gust 3, 2009, doing what 
he loved best, preach-
ing the Word of God. 
Jim was born in Cromwell, Oklahoma, 
where Jim Sr. worked for the Sinclair 
Refinery. Later, moving to Shawnee, 
they became members of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, where Jim was saved 
and baptized in 1932. Again the family 
moved, this time to Colorado where Jim 
went to junior high and high school, 
entering the U.S. Coast Guard in 1943. 
During the next two and a half years, 
he received recognition for his partici-
pation in eight of the major battles in 
the Pacific, qualifying him for an early 
discharge, though he stayed until after 
peace was won. 
 Jim and Marie entered Bible In-

stitute in September of 1946 and were 
married the following summer. In 
1948, they were home missionaries of 
First Bible Baptist Church of Ft. Col-
lins, Colorado. Jim became co-organizer 
and pastor of the Bible Baptist Church 
of Sidney, Nebraska. Then, after peri-
ods as associate pastor and pastor in 
churches in Colorado and Nebraska, he 
was ordained in 1953 by First Baptist 
Church of Englewood, Colorado, whose 
pastor was Harvey H. Springer. 
 That same year, the Stricklands 
sailed for Montevideo, Uruguay, where 
they began their missionary ministry. 
In 1960, they "moved across the river" 
to Argentina, where they continued to 
serve. Their missionary ministry spans 
more than 50 years. 
 James was preceded in death by 
his son, Daniel Dean Strickland. He is 
survived by his wife of 62 years, Marie; charles howard walker jr.

john Kline

jackie Odom
Naples, fL

Jackie Odom, daughter 
of Pastor Jim Odom and 
his wife, Lynda, went 
home to be with the Lord 
on August 5, 2009, after 
a lifetime of health chal-
lenges. Born May 21, 1970 and diag-
nosed with a brain tumor at the age of 
nine, she survived a prognosis of fewer 
than five years to live a life of faithful 
service and radiant testimony. 
  At age 39, she contracted a respira-
tory illness and was taken by the Lord. 
Her memorial service held August 11 at 
Seagate Baptist Church was attended 
by 50 preachers among the over 400 
guests who attended this service. Sev-

eral people for whom Jackie had prayed 
attended the service and trusted Christ.  
It was Jackie’s greatest desire that her 
sufferings would cause the lost to be 
saved and Christians to be brought clos-
er to the Lord.
 Jackie is survived by her parents, 
James and Lynda Odom (James is the 
pastor of the Seagate church), her sister 
Becky Wiggins (whose husband Glenn 
is the associate pastor of Seagate_, 
and brother Tom (pastor of a Florida 
church).
 There is a memorial page at www.
seagatebaptistchurch.com and a schol-
arship fund has been established in her 
memory.

Hand to Hand Gospel
Custom Church Christmas Cards

Your Picture, Message and Verse
1000 Cards and Envelopes only $.70 each!

Other quantities available

417-300-0046Kendall Fortner 
ticm@centurytel.net

Beautiful Christian, patriotic, military neckties.
       $15 value - Cost $6

Stripe neckties - Cost $4.50
Christian Spanish neckties - Cost $7
Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a 
Medicine - Cost $6 (1,200 sold)
Scofield Bible $70 value - SALE $39

daughters, Pamela Thornton (Steven 
Thornton), of Argentina, Carol King, of 
Tennessee, Anna Dreyer (Kevin Dreyer) 
of Michigan, Bonnie Ahlquist of Penn-
sylvania, and Marlene Pedersen (An-
thony Pedersen) of Arizona; 15 grand-
children; and five great-grandchildren. 
 Services were held at Berean Bap-
tist Church in Springfield, Missouri, on 
August 13, with interment following.
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N  E  W  SN  E  W  SChurch Ads
Church ads are available to any BBFI church for $10 per issue.  

to place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

AlAbAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 Pastor 
Gary W. Shockley

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500 Airport 
Rd., Oxford, AL 36203, 256/831-3333 
www.trinityoxford.org. Pastor Bud 
Grinstead

• Maranatha Baptist Church, 
2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301 
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

AlAsKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 6401 
E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, AK 99504, 
907/333-6535, www.ancbt.org. Pastor 
Jerry Prevo

ARiZOnA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85031, 
623/247-5735. Pastor Ken Adrian

cAliFORniA
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
Oakhurst, At the corner of High-
way 49 and Redbud (location only), 
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist 
tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90015, 213/744-9999. Pastor 
Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. sermon manuscripts 
at www.realconversion.com

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460 Palm 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/424-7870 
Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 301 
W. Whyte Ave., Roseville, CA 95678, 
916/728-5500 Pastor Brad Gunter

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 319 
West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016, 
626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org 
Dr. John S. Waldrip

cOnnecticut
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and school, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, 
CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor Michael 
Stoddard

DelAwARe
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FlORiDA
• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451 Dora 
Ave., Tavares, FL 32778, 352/343-0061 
Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Alta-
monte Springs, FL 32701, 407/831-0950 
Pastor Scott Carlson

• Eastland Baptist Church, 9000 
Lake Underhill Rd., Orlando, FL 32825, 
407/277-5858 Pastor Daniel Green

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 6000 
West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32808, 
407/295-3086 Pastor Steve Ware

• Winter Haven Baptist Church, 
1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL 
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D. 
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 33771, 
727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 7587 
Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32244. 
904/777-3040 Pastor Richard Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 
Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 34209, 
941-795-3767 Pastor R. C. Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33954, 
941-625-1273 Pastor William K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church, 3906 
Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL 32505-4107. 
850/432-6969 Sr. Pastor Robert Reierson, 
Co-pastor Allen Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 34788  
352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South 
14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 
904/261-5457  

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 War-
rington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 1703 
Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford III
www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GeORGiA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 1400 
Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 30245. 
770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist Church 
and Academy, 8460 Hawkinsville Rd. 
Hwy 247), 3 miles north of Robins Air Force 
Base, Macon GA 31216. 478/781-2981 
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

hAwAii
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 94-1250 
Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797. 
808/677-0731 Pastor Steven C. Wygle

illinOis
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411 
Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park, 
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce 
Humbert

iOwA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church
1690 Elm St., Suite 175, Dubuque, IA 
52001, 563/584-9040, Pastor Brian Miller
www.lighthouseofdbq.org

KAnsAs
• Millington Street Baptist Church, 
1304 Millington St., Winfield, KS 67156. 
316/221-4700. Pastor K.B. Murray

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KentucKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

MARYlAnD
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 1177 
Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 20774, 
301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. Mentzer

• Crossroads Baptist Church, 10290 
Old Columbia Rd., Columbia, MD 21045, 
410/309-6590 Pastor Robert Haas

MAssAchusetts
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508-583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill Smith

nebRAsKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 Ran-
dolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402/435-4760. 
Pastor Raymond Smith

new jeRseY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 2625 
E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 
856/863-0226,   Email:gardner07@com-
cast.net Pastor Danny Gardner
 

new MexicO
• High Plains Baptist Church, 2800 
E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM 88101-8620. 
505/769-1382 Pastor Charles D. Miller

nORth cAROlinA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Dan Burrell

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914 Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & Academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28314
910-868-5156, www.bbcfnc.org 
Pastor Sean Harris

OhiO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 W. Main, 
Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 937/444-2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., Norwood, 
OH 45212. 513/531-3626 Pastor Jerry 
E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N. 
Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044, 
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

OKlAhOMA
• Temple Baptist Church, 2200 
E. Oklmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74403. 
918/687-4793 Pastor Glendon Gray

OReGOn
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 S. 
E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 97027. 
503/655-9326 Pastor Ken McCormick

RhODe islAnD
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 600 
Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917, 
401/231-1980 Pastor Archie Emerson

sOuth cAROlinA
• Capital City Baptist Church, 
2243 Percival Rd., Columbia, SC 29223, 
803/738-1480 Pastor Paul Monroe

• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin
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The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire your 

Bible — Rebind it! Fifteen years’ experience 

rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe 

Gleason, 2256 E. nora, Springfield, Missouri 

65803, for prices. (417) 865-3823.

Christian Home-Based Business High-

tech manufacturer offers unique opportunity 

for Christian family home-based business.

Call 888-298-0157 for recorded message 

and complete information.

Lose up to 30 lbs. in 30 days:  Doctor 

recommended, increase energy and endur-

ance. Defense against disease. Money back 

guarantee. Toll-free: (972) 845-3435.

Evangelist Ads

Don Brown • Beth-Eden Bible Camp 
10638 Ottawa Dr., Conway, MO 65632 Springfield  
office: 417.887.3396  camp office: 417.589.6485 www.bethedenbiblecamp.com

Marc Cheney • Straight to the Heart Ministries   
318 Stonehenge Road, Winchester, VA 22601. Phone: 540.327.1288
www.marccheney.com

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries   
5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056. Phone: 469.384.2120  Cell: 469.964.9796     
Email: evangelistRc@juno.com

Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379. 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com

Randy hogue •  Randy Hogue Ministries
PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338  www.randyhogue.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
P.O. Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200  www.darttmusic.com

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117  www.olivetreeministry.org

L. J. Woodard • Midnight Hour Ministries
PO Box 1331, Clarksville, AR 72830
Phone: 479.292.0330

EvangElist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fel-
lowship Directory for $10 per issue. To place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist Church, 
315 N. Burleson Blvd., Burleson, TX 
76028-3907. 817/295-4342 Pastor Terry 
M. Williams

• Temple Baptist Church, 4301 Thoma-
son Dr., Midland, TX 79703. 432/694.3634 
www.tbcmidland.com
Pastor Stephen Willis

VIRGINIA
• Community Baptist Church, 43100 
Center St., South Riding, VA 20152. 
703/327-0204. www.cbc4me.org Pastor 
Mike Aylestock

• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 24572, 
434/929-1430 Pastor Brian Hudson

WEST VIRGINIA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, U.S. Rt. 
60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/736-8006 
Pastor Jerry Warren

Church Ads (cont)

texAs  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., Mesquite, 
TX 75150. 214/391-7176 Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602 Manco 
Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067. 972/436-3493 
Pastor Dick Webster

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, Wright 
City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 Pastor 
Richard G. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor Tim Thompson 

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 
77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill Campbell

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject to approval of the Baptist 
Bible Tribune. Advertising in the BBT does not necessarily imply the 
endorsement of the publisher. to place an ad call (417) 831-3996.

WWW.DRARTWILSON.COM  Materials 

and history of Art Wilson’s 71-yr. ministry 

(5-time past BBFi president). A GiAnT of the 

faith. Worthwhile.

Religious books for sale  List sent email 

dudley@dam.net. Evangelist Bill Dudley, 

1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417) 

532-2665. www.dudleyusedbooks.com.

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 

P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766

(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com

www.swillingpublications.org
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N  E  W  SAfterWords 

L ast month, BBFI missionary Randy Perkins posted a 
note to the Summit List, an internet discussion group 
whose members are primarily BBFI pastors, mission-

aries, and evangelists. He had received this note from Kitty, 
a Chinese woman in his church who had recently received 
Christ. The Tribune gained her permission to publish her 
testimony just as it came to us, edited a bit for length.

 
When I think of him, I feel rejoice. I feel confident to 

do what I want to do. 

In my deep mind, I think he accompany with me all 
the time. Bless me. who is him? he is our lovely god. 

My story with him 
started from the end of 
2007. when my lovely 
father only has 2 or 3 
months life with us, 
because he got cancer 
in the late period even 
though he is only 53. All 
of my family were very 
sad during that period. 
it just like nightmare for 
me when I received the 
call from my brother. 
“My father was very 
healthy, how could this 
happened,” I ask this 
question all the time. 
Of course, there is no 
reasonable answer to it. I could not stop crying everyday. 
It also influences my work performance coz I could not 
concentrate on it at all. In order to let my father spent his 
left time happily with us, we decided to hide his illness 
from him. 

.… I outside for work about 5 or 6 years in southern 
China since I graduated from uni. It is a long way from 
northern China, which is the place where I was born. 
During this period, I haven’t spent time with my families 
a lot. I think it is very important for me to accompany 
with my father in the left 2 or 3 months. So I quit my job 
and go back home to take care of my father. On the way 
back, I spent one night with my uni classmate, who is a 
Christian. 

when i think of him, i feel rejoice           

During that night. My classmate told me his [God’s] 
story. His love and his blessing for all human being. He 
could save my father if I believe him, trust him. so I get 
to know him from then on. my friend prayed for my dad 
together with me and also ask her other church friends 
to pray. I keep praying for my dad every moments. Even 
though there is no Christian in my family. Some people 
even think I am crazy. They think I am superstition. But 
when I told my father about god. he looks very quiet and 
glad. he would like to believe him even though my dad is 
a communist party member. He accepted god in his heart. 
And get to know him through me and some other church 
members near us. 

... he died in Jan. 27, 2008. 
but he died quietly and happily. 
It seems that he find himself in 
another world — heaven. I think 
he enjoyed himself there.

 … I appreciate god’s bless 
for my family, especially my 
father. 

… I think God wish me 
get closer to him, he guide me 
to come to Australia to start 
a new journey. When I first 
arrived here, I get to know 
him accidentally from Jane in 
Gungahlin library when I try to 
find where the church is. In fact, 

at that moment, we decided to leave library to find other 
person to ask. But unconsciously, I went forward to her and 
asked her about church. She was very nice, and told me she 
was a Christian too. So from her, I get to know god here. 
I feel very happy and enjoyable every time to think of him 
here. To know him more here in church and from Bible. 
Appreciate to what he bless me to study here. Appreciate 
him to help me find job here. Appreciate his help to meet 
a lot of nice people here. In general, I trust him in my 
deep mind. I think he will continue to bless me and all the 
human being. Thanks god. I love u. 

Editor’s note – the woman identified as Jane above is 
from Kenya, who has been attending Randy’s church 
six years. 
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