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S

omeone not well acquainted with the Baptist Bible Fellowship
may well misunderstand the coverage of the passing of John
Rawlings in this magazine. Hagiography is not the intent, but
since Mr. Rawlings will have only one homegoing tribute, I
thought I would make it a good one. With good reason, by the
way.
Mr. Rawlings was the last survivor among the figures central
to the founding of the Fellowship. At 99, he outlasted the others,
some by nearly 40 years. There are other founders still living, of
course; among them James Combs, Verle Ackerman, Al Janney,
Wally Williams, and Gene Milioni. But of the leading lights, John
Rawlings was the last.
Ironically, Rawlings’ longevity caused many in this Fellowship to forget how youthful those early Fellowship leaders were.
For many of us, he always had gray or white hair and spoke with
an airy rasp. However, in 1950, at the age of 36, he and many of his
cohorts represented youth and vitality. The Baptist Bible Fellowship was truly a young man’s Fellowship.
I was reminded of that relative youthfulness a few weeks
ago when I was with the Texas Baptist Bible Fellowship and the
National Church Planting Office Candidate School held in San
Antonio (see the story on page 24). Having attended Fellowship
meetings since the 1970s, I have gradually become used to seeing
a lot of gray when preachers get together, but the banquet hall of
the Riverwalk Holiday Inn looked much more like someone had
spilled the salt in with the pepper as the gathering I witnessed
had plenty of young men and young women and children (and
not just in the praise band, by the way). Young missionaries and
church planters were everywhere, pressing their vision and asking
for assistance to get them on their way.
Nothing, I repeat nothing, would do more to get our Fellowship back on the rails than for us to keep this youthful energy
among us. I mentioned last month that I had a conversation with
Mr. Rawlings a few weeks before his death. I was joined in that
conversation by Herb Rawlings, Harold Rawlings, and Leland
Kennedy. At some point, I recall distinctly Harold Rawlings made
that very case, that case for youth, as he reminded his father of
the youthful character of the Fellowship founders (remember
that Combs, Janney, et al. were just barely out of their teens at the
time). He said, “This was a young man’s Fellowship.”
And it can be again …
… if our young men and young women can fully appreciate
and embrace the essential principles of our founders, become
sound in doctrine and practice, and understand the importance
of being a Fellowship gathered around a great purpose.
… if our older men and older women can fully appreciate and
embrace the essential principles of our founders, become visionary and courageous, and understand the importance of being a
Fellowship gathered around a great purpose.
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a ro u n d t h e b a p t i s t b i b l e f e l l o w s h i p i n t e r n at i o n a l
presidential perspective

A tribute

worldwide missions

The task before us
by Jon Konnerup | Mission Director | BBFI

by Linzy Slayden | President | BBFI

H

as someone ever left such an imprint in your life that it made them
unforgettable? A mark larger than life? An imprint that made you
yearn to be a better person?
Our Fellowship family lost one of our beloved this month. A special
man. A man whose legacy will far outlive even the youngest of us. A man
who touched our lives in ways never shared. He was an immense influencer in the Lord’s work in many ways, and places, and over many generations.
Long before I ever met him personally, I knew Dr. John Rawlings was
a great man. His reputation and preaching went before him. The Lord
used him in a remarkable way.
His life and legacy left such a great impression that we will be able
to share a little bit of his philosophy from this point forward. Love Jesus,
win souls, build churches, and don’t quit! I think that pretty much sums
up his outlook on life.
An emptiness is felt in the lives of many today. A space only as large as
the man who filled it. But the memories are even larger. The impact even
greater. He was loved and he will be missed.
I could speak of dignity and honor of this man, but since dignity and
honor is only the effect of another more basic attribute, it is this attribute
of which I now write. I don’t know what to call this in modern language,
and that’s probably best, because it is better observed and described than
spoken in word.
It is that heart of a soldier of the cross to stand up and move forward.
It is that spirit burdened with the call of God that presses some men
to stand and build and rebuild with vision.
It is that inscrutable strength dwelling in the soul of a special person
to swim to the top instead of drown in the current.
It is that force of life in some people which causes them to go on,
looking ever forward, while others stand confused.
We hold his memory and remember his words to keep going forward
and win this world for Christ. Don’t stop. Make your life count.
He was never finished until the day he saw his Lord face to face.
Legacy, heritage, grace, and determination that worked in him will
rise and work in others for the glory of the Lord.
By God’s grace there are great preachers among us, but, oh how many
more we need, and how much more we need a revival of gospel confidence
and the power of God in our preachers and churches.
Dr. John Rawlings is with the Lord. We who remain should thank
God for his 99 years of life and the long and honorable service of a mighty
man of God and pray that God might continue to bless our Fellowship and
the world with such great men.
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I

recently read of the term gospel inequality — the free access to the
gospel that most people in the Western world enjoy but that billions in other places do not. It is estimated that of the seven billion
people in the world, one in five is between the ages of 15 and 24. Eight
out of 10 of these live in Africa and Asia. The historic and projected
population numbers below prove this statement and the lack of missionaries should alarm us.
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The rising world population prompts concerns for the BBFI
as we rise to the challenge of evangelizing the world with a total of
841 missionaries. The age of our current missionary force is another challenge facing our BBFI churches. While our retention rate has
remained steady over the years, it likely will begin to decline. The
average age of our missionaries is 52, but the following statistics
show that a number of these will soon retire.
From 1981-2012, 47 family units retired from the active mission
force. Five of these servants have since passed on to glory leaving
us with 42 retired family units. During the 80s, two couples retired
(average one every five years). During the 90s, nine couples and one
single retired (average one a year). During the first decade of 2000,
22 couples and one widow retired (average one every 5 ¼ months).
During 2010-2012, 11 couples and one widower retired (average one
every three months)
Following are the demographics of our retired family units
(family unit ages based on head of household):
Age
Family Units

90s
2

80s
21

70s
17

60s
2

Among active missionaries, the probability increase of those
who will retire doubles over the next ten years with as many as eight
or nine family units a year (family unit ages based on head of household):
Age
Family Units

80s
12

75-79
20

70-74
31

66-69
25

The solution to this situation is more missionaries. These new
missionaries will only come from our churches. We need to be more
diligent in our efforts to pray for more laborers, to challenge our
youth, young adults, and couples to surrender to take the gospel into
our world, and to invest our finances to accomplish this task given us
by Jesus himself.

church planting

John Arnold on
NCPO Candidate
School

by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

I

t was exciting to be in Texas in January with our church planting
school. Let me share a perspective from one of our speakers, John
Arnold, of Library Baptist Church in Finleyville, PA.
This year’s church planter’s school was held in conjunction with the
Texas BBF pastors’ fellowship meeting. The Texas fellowship was a
good venue. It was an exciting and well-attended gathering, which
added another dimension to the church planter’s school.
In route to the NCPO school I had the privilege to speak in
Don Ledbetter’s church in Georgetown, TX, and Mike (Moose) Marcellus’s church in south Austin. This was my first time to speak at
Moose’s church. It is a “preacher factory.” Young men are continually surrendering to ministry. Texas is so blessed with many fine pastors and churches. I look forward to meeting the new church planters each year as they are so hungry to assimilate the information
and inspiration the speakers provide. To see their faith is a blessing.
David Douthitt, a soon-to-be-married 24 year old, was the
planter I was most familiar with. His pastor, Bryan Kelly, of Uniontown, PA, was offered a building by a church that had dissolved. Pastor Kelly stepped out by faith and took on the project by placing one
of his young preacher boys, David Douthitt, as pastor of the newly
formed New Life Baptist Church.
David and I were sitting together at the Tuesday evening session of the fellowship meeting and as the speaker asked us to turn in
our Bibles, I saw the cover on David’s worn out Bible fall to the floor,
and that is where it stayed for the rest of the meeting as David used
the rest of his Bible to turn from reference to reference. At the end of
the message he asked, “Can we pray together?” I said, “Sure.” And we
headed to the Riverwalk.
We talked about his new church and the place that prayer could
play in his ministry. He was especially excited to see all the other
church planters his age. I was touched as I saw this young pastor
pray unashamedly for God’s direction and his blessing on the other
church planters.
The first NCPO school was held in 2005 and I have had the privilege to participate in each one of them. We are going to be working
closely with David as he works in the most needy field of Dunbar,
PA. I find it ironic that this is a small town in which my father spent
some of his growing-up years.
I’m cherishing the site of David’s worn-out Bible. I think it is a
good sign of a life guided by God’s Word. It bodes well for his future
ministry.
John Arnold
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Digressions
D i g r e s s i o n s i n c o n t e s t i b l y a r e t h e s u n s h i n e ; t h e y a r e t h e l i fe , t h e s o u l o f r e a d i n g .

- L a u r e n c e St e r n e

North Dakota amendment seeks to apply “right to life” to any stage of development

N

orth Dakota is edging toward passage of the nation’s first
personhood amendment. The final verdict will come from
voters.
The Senate has passed two bills, one of which is a personhood amendment that states “the inalienable right to life of
every human being at any stage of development must be recognized and protected.”
Keith Mason of Personhood USA tells OneNewsNow that personhood bills passed previously in the House, but were blocked
in the Senate. He explains why they started with the Senate this
time.
“One man, Senator Curtis Olafson, was one of the primary
obstacles in advancing personhood in North Dakota in 2011 and
in 2009,” Mason says. “And so in the primary, the locals rose

up, we assisted, and he was replaced with a freshman senator
who is pro-life.”
Mason also states the amendment is written in a fashion
that it responds to arguments against proposed amendments in
other states, including Mississippi.
“As we’ve moved on we certainly haven’t compromised in
any of the mission, but we’ve clarified what these bills would do,
and that’s simply affirming all humans are persons,” he adds. “It
really removes some of the ability for the scare tactics of the
left to take hold.”
If passed in the House, the proposal will go on the ballot in
2014, so voters can decide to amend the state constitution to
protect life.

Major networks spent nearly 2.5 hours of coverage
on college football player’s dead-girlfriend hoax;
total of 17 seconds on March for Life in D.C.

W

hen an estimated 500,000 people
showed up in Washington to speak
out for the unborn 40 years after
Roe v. Wade, it was barely a footnote
because ABC, CBS, and NBC were busy
devoting 147 minutes and 43 seconds
to the unravelling story of a Notre Dame
football player’s fictional girlfriend.
That’s 521 times more coverage for
a girlfriend who never even existed than
for those marching to prevent another
55 million babies from dying in the next
40 years.
Between the threads of the Manti
Te’o story, one anchor, NBC’s Brian Williams devoted 17 seconds to the 40th
March for Life on Friday, January 25,
saying:
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“Back in this country, in Washington
today, thousands of anti-abortion demonstrators marched to the steps of the
Supreme Court, protesting the landmark
decision that legalized abortion. Annual
March for Life, as it’s called, this year,
coincides with the 40th anniversary of the
Roe v. Wade decision.”
The networks have a history of bias
concerning the March for Life. The lack
of coverage of the march became even
more impressive when half a million people attended. And consider this, the day
after the March for Life, a gun-control
rally was held in Washington drawing a
few hundred participants — and both CBS
and ABC covered that event.
Source: Katie Yoder, Kristen Marsh,
Media Research Center, www.mrc.org, and Russ Jones,
www.OneNewsNow.com

Source: Charlie Butts, OneNewsNow.com

Manti Te’o
coverage time

March for Life
coverage time

63: 57 00:00
59:15 00:17
24:31 00:00

60 years ago in the Baptist Bible Tribune
Barna Group ranks city
populations on Bible-mindedness

T

he latest report from the Barna Group ranks the
most and least “Bible-minded” cities by looking at
how people in those cities view the Bible. The study
is based on 42,855 interviews conducted nationwide
and the analysis of Bible trends was commissioned by
American Bible Society. Individuals who report reading
the Bible in a typical week and who strongly assert the
Bible is accurate in the principles it teaches are considered to be Bible-minded. This definition captures action
and attitude — those who both engage and esteem the
Christian scriptures. The rankings thus reflect an overall
openness or resistance to the Bible in the country’s
largest markets.

Top 10 cities
(percentage is population considered to be Bibleminded)

Knoxville, TN (52%)
Shreveport, LA (52%)
Chattanooga, TN (52%)
Birmingham, AL (50%)
Jackson, MS (50%)
Springfield, MO (49%)
Charlotte, NC (48%)
Lynchburg,VA (48%)
Huntsville, AL (48%)
Charleston, WV (47%)
Bottom 10 cities
Las Vegas, NV (18%)
Buffalo, NY (18%)
Cedar Rapids, IA (18%)
Phoenix, AZ (17%)
San Francisco, CA (16%)
Boston, MA (16%)
Hartford, CT (16%)
Portland, ME (16%)
Burlington,VT (16%)
Albany, NY (10%)
Providence, RI (9%)
Generally speaking, the more densely populated
areas tend to be less Bible oriented. Only three of the
most Bible-minded cities are among the largest 30 cities — Charlotte (7th), Nashville, TN (14th) and Raleigh/
Durham, NC (22nd). The other 22 top Bible-minded
markets have fewer than 1 million households.
Source: www.cities.barna.org/americas-most-and-least-bible-mindedcities-2/
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serving
those
who
serve

insights on pastoring a
church in a community
with a military
installation
By Greg Baxter
Pastor, Faith Journey Church
Lawton, OK

A

s a 22-year-old airman returning from director and college and career teacher. Within
England for my final six months of
six months I had surrendered to full-time
duty in January 1976, I was looking
ministry, was engaged to my wife Lenora, and
forward to being stationed in Arizona near my gave up my desire to become a lawyer. A year
best friend. Instead I was sent to Dyess AFB, later I was married and we transferred from
Abilene, TX. I had never lived in Texas nor
Hardin Simmons University to Baptist Bible
did I know anyone there. Within a month I
College, Springfield, MO.
experienced my first dust storm, cowboys who
I was one of over 200 men who
wore spurs driving pick-up trucks with rifles surrendered under Pastor Ingram’s ministry.
hanging in the back window, and the bestMost of us were young military men stationed
tasting BBQ ever.
at a base near his church in Roswell, NM, or
My sponsor was a fine Christian man
later in Abilene, TX. God used him to influence
named Larry who made it a point to invite me many of us to enter full-time ministry and
to his church. I was open to the idea since I was attend Baptist Bible College. His influence is
a believer who was not serving God at the time. still felt in our Fellowship today.
So on the last Sunday of January 1976 I visited
The Baptist Bible Fellowship has always
Trinity Baptist Church where Howard Ingram had men who have pastored churches near a
was pastor and Ed Hughlett was the music
military base. They have won many military
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men, women, and their families to Christ.
Many surrendered to full-time ministry; some
became leaders in their local churches, while
others left to continue their military careers
serving God faithfully at their next duty station.
Others, like me, became the pastor of a church
near a military base.
After growing up in a military family,
serving an enlistment in the military after high
school, then later returning to the military as
a chaplain, and now pastoring a church in a
military town, I want to share a few principles
I have learned while being a part of this very
special community.

1. Go with the flow
That is, work around the cycle of Permanent
Change of Station (PCS), unit garrison and field

we will generally have individuals and families
here for only six months before they leave. We
will allow them to teach in Sunday school and
junior church, or sing in our praise team almost
immediately after becoming members. For the
most part they are great workers and are very
trainable.

3. Community happens more quickly
Military families bond more quickly and
gravitate toward one another as family. Their
own families are miles away. They want the
church family to be part of their biological
family. Dakota, a fourth grader, asked my
wife if she would go to lunch with her on
“Grandparent Day.” Her grandmother lives
in North Carolina, so they only see them on
vacation once a year. We have the entire church
out to our hobby farm one Sunday a year for

a service in the barn and a BBQ. Our military
families rate this activity as the best event of
the year.

4. Learn their language
Get used to military-speak. How would you
respond to this bit of news?
The BN FTX starts tomorrow. Make sure
everyone has their TA50 and be ready to hit
the SP at O800. Have your sensitive item
check done by 0500 and your UBL uploaded. I
contacted the FSG so they will know when we
index. POC for this action is the CDR.
Here is the translation.
The battalion’s field training exercise
begins tomorrow. Make sure everyone has all
their personal military equipment (helmet,
weapon, body armor, field uniforms, etc.). Have
all high-security items accounted for by 5:00
a.m. and the unit’s basic load of ammunition,
food, fuel, tents, and vehicles loaded, lined up,

training, and deployments in peacetime and
war. In the U.S. Army we call it the operations
tempo or “optempo.” The pace of ministry is
quick because of the mission of the Army.
After the first phase of the Iraqi war ended in
2003, and units returned, many soldiers retired
or were discharged from the service. We lost
four core families from our church. The neat
thing is we are still in contact with two of them
years later. Military families come and go.
Understand that and adjust.

2. Discipleship
Keep the discipleship program basic. Longrange planning in a church full of military is
three years. Most military families’ assignments
are only three or four years in length. Fort Sill
near where I pastor is a training installation, so
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and ready to depart for the field. I contacted
the family support group, the family members
of the soldiers, to inform when we will return
to home station. The point of contact for
information is the commander of the unit.
You don’t have to be fluent, but your
military members will appreciate an effort to
engage their “culture” and “language group.”

5. Ministry Demographics
Among military personnel, old is 40. Plan your
activities and programs accordingly. Here are
some other bits of information you may find
useful.

Age. Overall, the average age of the Active
Duty force is 28.5, the average age for Active
Duty officers is 34.7, and the average age for
enlisted personnel is 27.3.
Marital status. Just over half (56.4 percent)
of Active Duty military members are married.
In 2010, a majority (69.9 percent) of officers
and over half (53.7 percent) of enlisted
personnel reported themselves as married.

Active Duty members (1,417,370) are
outnumbered by their associated family
members (1,983,236). Less than half the
members (38.8 percent) of the Active Duty
force are married with children and 5.4
percent are single parents. The largest group
of children is between birth through five
years old (527,670). The next largest groups
are between the ages of six and 11 years old
(382,823) and between the ages of 12 and
18 years old (284,658). Substantially fewer
children are between the ages of 19 and 22
years old (52,723); however, children ages 21
to 22 must be enrolled as full-time students in
order to qualify as dependents. There are 9,485
adult dependents ages 23 and older among the
families of Active Duty members.
Active duty military members are younger
overall than most church members. If they
are married, they will have preschool children
and younger or elementary-age children. This
translates to the need for a robust singles
ministry, modern nursery, an exciting children’s
ministry, and a vibrant and challenging
outreach to couples and families. I would also
add that this group is very tech savvy. They
know computers, smart phones, Powerpoint,
10
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email, texting, websites, and blogs, and they
have come to expect the church to integrate
these technologies into the church.

6. Stewardship
Military members get paid twice a month like
clockwork. Their income has risen over the past
20 years so their earnings are equal to or surpass
what a civilian would earn for equal work.
They have excellent medical, housing, and
retirement benefits as well. Ironically, because
the military provides so much, members have
trouble understanding the financial needs of
the church. Teach stewardship systematically
and often. They will give when taught biblical
principles of giving. The problem is that when
a military family gives regularly and faithfully
it is usually for a few years at best. Our church
budget goes through a boom and bust cycle.
War is a terrible thing and puts our military at
great risk. However, in a military church, times
of war can actually increase giving. We had a
retired major who was a government contractor
working in Iraq. He sent us a monthly offering
of $1,000 a month for over a year. After he
returned and moved away, the offerings
stopped. We also have a military family
stationed in Germany who continues to send
most of their offerings to our church.

7. Refer
Learn how to network with military resources

such as community services, social work
services, hospitals, emergency relief, Red
Cross, etc. Many times these agencies can help
the soldier and his family in ways the church
cannot. These helping agencies are in place
to provide resources to service personnel and
their families in case of hardship, a death in the
family, and other emergencies. Most of these
agencies appreciate a local pastor taking an
interest in helping soldiers and their families
even if they are not members of their church.
Most installations have a Thanksgiving and
Christmas food basket program funded by
the chaplains for those military families who
cannot afford a holiday meal. Our church will
sponsor a family or provide a voucher for those
families who attend our church.

8. Counseling
Pastors to military people should receive some
training in treating PTSD, marriage and crisis
counseling, and team building. Many soldiers
will not get help from the system on base
because they believe it will hurt their career.
It is not true, but you need to honor their
perception, at least in the beginning.

PTSD. Our nation has been at war since
September 11, 2001. Many return from the
battlefield traumatized by their experiences.
Since 2002 there are over 89,000 military
personnel who have post-traumatic stress

disorder. The Army has 67 percent of the cases,
the Air Force has nine percent, the Navy has 11
percent, and the Marines have 13 percent.
Studies estimate that one of every five
military personnel returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan has PTSD. Twenty percent of
the soldiers who have been deployed in the
past six years have PTSD. That’s over 300,000.
Seventeen percent of combat troops are
women; 71 percent of female military personnel
develop PTSD due to sexual assault within
the ranks. Pastors need training in this area of
counseling. Militaryministry.org is a resource
you may want to consider.

Marriage counseling. Military families
are far removed from their extended families,
friends, and local community. At the same
time, military members are away from their
spouses and children for extended periods
of time. This creates stress, conflict, and
relationship issues. Pastors of military churches
can be a great support and help by teaching
communication and conflict resolution skills,
and helping a couple grow in their relationship
in the midst of great hardship.

Crisis counseling. The military is a
dangerous occupation even when combat
operations are not being conducted. There are
training accidents and other serious incidents
that occur to military members and their

families. Have a working knowledge of how to
help people who are experiencing a personal or
critical family crisis.

9. Attend their functions
Go to change of commands ceremonies, hail
and farewells if invited (an event usually at
a local restaurant where military members
of the same unit welcome new members of
the command and say goodbye to members
who are leaving the unit), promotions, award
presentations, and retirement ceremonies.
These are important rites of passages for
members of the military and their families. On
several occasions I have prayed at a promotion
or retirement ceremony for a member of
our church. It is very important, however,
to pray a prayer that is appropriate to the
situation. Know your audience. When in doubt
about what to say, talk to someone who has
experience in these situations.

10. Use your retired/civilian
members of the church as the core
Due to such a rapid turnover of military
families, develop a core of leaders who are
retired military members as well as local
members of your community. These folks will
understand this dynamic and support you and
your efforts to minister in a community with a
military presence.

11. Philosophy of ministry
Military personnel who are strong believers
moving to the community are looking to join
your church as well. Since military members
live in a variety of locations in the U.S. and
overseas, they may have attended a church with
a different philosophy of ministry. Don’t change
who or what you are, but be aware of those
differences.

12. Cross-Cultural Marriages
Quite a number of military men have married
women from other countries and cultures. The
vast majority of these wives come from Korea,
Japan, Panama, Germany, and other western
European countries. It is important to have
an understanding of these different cultures
in order to help these couples and families. It
is especially important with regard to marital
expectations, communication, and conflict
resolution issues. These families do add a
richness and diversity to a congregation as well
as an insight to missions because the wives can
give a first-hand account of their home country.
Serving in a community with a military
installation is like riding a roller coaster. I feel
a rush of excitement and accomplishment as
well as a sense of sheer panic sometimes on
the same day. Pastor Billy Hamm’s experience
is typical: he pastored in Colorado Springs,
home of the 4th Infantry Division, during the
height of the Vietnam War. In eight years the
church grew from 140 to over 600, held 915
baptisms, recorded 2,000 professions of faith,
and trained 70 leadership families. At the same
time, he was losing ten leadership families a
year, ministering to families whose father or
husband was killed or wounded in the war,
and constantly saying hello and goodbye to
individuals and families whose lives he touched
for a brief time, mostly never to be seen again
on this side of heaven.
What a blessing indeed!
Greg Baxter served as an US Army chaplain 23 years
retiring as a major. His last assignment was at Ft.
Leonard Wood, MO. He received his DMin from
Liberty Seminary in August 2011. His dissertation was
A Leadership Manual for the 21st Century Church,
based on the leadership principles of Jesus in Training
the Twelve Disciples. Greg has been the pastor of Faith
Journey Church (formerly Lawton Baptist Tabernacle)
in Lawton, OK, nine years.
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John W. Rawlings – A pastor to preachers
A venerable co-founder of the Baptist Bible Fellowship is with the Lord

by Mike Randall with Keith Bassham

J

ohn W. Rawlings laid his earthly burden
down to enter the presence of the Lord
January 30, 2013, at the age of 99 years plus one
day.
The inimitable preacher and co-founder
of the Baptist Bible Fellowship was born into
the family of George and Amanda Evelyn
James Rawlings on January 29, 1914, in Sharp
County, AR, in the upper Mississippi delta in
the foothills of the Ozarks. He was an only son
with two older sisters. His father was involved
in a variety of businesses including cutting
and floating virgin timber to New Orleans,
operating a dairy farm, cotton farm, and
sawmills. His father was one of the first to bring
a modern cotton gin to the area.
As a child, John attended a one-room
school. His mother was a godly Christian who
made sure her family was in church whenever
there were services. Because the churches
relied on circuit-riding preachers in those
days, people attended the Methodist church on
Sundays when the Methodist preacher came
to hold services and the Baptist church when
the Baptist preacher held services. John was
led to Christ by his Sunday school teacher, a
Methodist lady, when he was 13 years of age.
About that same time his father also accepted
Christ. After two years of being discipled and
taught by Edgar Wilkerson, John was baptized
at Mountain View Missionary Baptist Church
when he was 15. Rawlings was also influenced
by two weekly Christian newspapers edited by
well-known Baptist leaders Ben M. Bogard and
J. Frank Norris. His father would read sermons
by Charles Spurgeon and others to the family
by a coal-oil lamp every Thursday night. John
testified that he knew he was called to preach
even before he was saved because his mother
had prayed and given him to the Lord to be a
preacher before he was born.
One year before onset of the Great
Depression, George Rawlings was seriously
injured in an accident. Although John was
only 14 at the time, the duties of the family
businesses fell upon him. He drew upon his
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father’s instruction and the many years of
observing and working alongside his father. He
ran the family businesses while completing the
requirements for high school graduation that
same year. When the stock market crashed in
October 1929, the Rawlings family businesses
suffered greatly as did many others in the
Ozarks. Debt to the family enterprises could
not be collected and nearly everything was
lost. The family survived by living off the land.
Gardening, wheat farming, and the family
livestock provided the food necessary to live.
These early experiences taught John to be a
man in every sense of the word. He became
unafraid of any human being.
In early childhood, John became friends
with a neighbor girl named Orelia Mobley. The
families attended church services together, and
the two youngsters attended the same school.
Rawlings testifies that they fell in love before

they were teenagers and had much in common.
Like his mother, Orelia was a godly Christian.
She and John were very active in their local
church. At the age of 18, he and Orelia were
married (she passed away in 2007 after 75
years of marriage). Not long after that, John
surrendered to the Lord’s work. At age 20, he
was Sunday school superintendent, teacher of
the adult Bible class, and a lay preacher.
As he served the Lord in rural Arkansas,
he felt the need for training. He became very
interested when he learned that J. Frank Norris
was planning to begin a Bible institute (which
became Bible Baptist Seminary). When it
started in 1939, John and Orelia packed up
what they could, and with their three young
sons, Herb, Harold, and Carrol, they moved
to Fort Worth, TX (a fourth son, George,
was born in Tyler, TX). In the seminary, John
threw himself into

his studies. Before the year was out, he had
memorized much scripture and could quote
a word outline of each book of the Bible. He
eagerly participated in long hours of door-todoor visitation, personal evangelism, and street
preaching. Norris and school administrator
Louis Entzminger became his mentors. He
also worked in the evangelistic campaigns of
Mordecai Ham and B. B. Crimm and he became
acquainted with G. B. Vick. That particular
friendship would flower into a productive
ministry partnership.
In the fall of 1940, Rawlings was asked
to preach at Fundamentalist Baptist Church
(later its name was changed to Central
Baptist Church) of Tyler, TX, and the little
congregation of 37 people called Rawlings to
become Sunday school superintendent. They
promised to make him permanent pastor if the
church showed progress. Immediately after his
call, he moved his family to Tyler, organized
the Sunday school, did street preaching, and
mobilized everyone he could to do visitation
and soulwinning. By February 1941, with 145
in attendance, the church voted to ratify him
as their pastor. He maintained his weekday

studies by taking a commuter bus to Fort
Worth on Monday and returning to Tyler on
Friday. By year’s end, he completed his studies
and graduated from Bible Baptist Seminary.
Because of the growth of the congregation
in 1941, the church launched a building
program and in October dedicated a 52-foot
by 82-foot brick building with an auditorium
boasting 575 opera seats. During nearly 12
years of Rawlings’ ministry in Tyler, the church
expanded its properties and completed four
building projects. Using a new outreach with
buses, attendance grew to an average of over
1,500 per Sunday and a high attendance of over
2,500. Rawlings developed an extensive radio
ministry with 15-minute broadcasts six days
a week and a one-hour program on Sunday
nights. For many years the church had no
paid staff except the pastor and a part-time
secretary. After attendance averaged 800, other
paid staff were added.
Beginning in 1942, Rawlings began street
preaching every Saturday afternoon in the town
squares of Brownsboro, Tyler, and Lindale, TX.
He utilized a borrowed public address system
and hooked it up to his car. As a result, he

started a mission in Lindale that later became a
church. In places where he could not do street
preaching, he held tent meetings. He would do
this in various East Texas towns 18 to 23 weeks
a year, driving back and forth from Tyler. From
the results of these meetings many churches
were planted in East Texas and as far south as
Houston. You can still find a “Central Baptist
Church” in most of these towns today. This sort
of aggressive evangelism and motivation for
Christians marked his ministry the rest of his
life.
When the Baptist Bible Fellowship
International was established in 1950, John
Rawlings was a key figure both in private and
public. In meetings at the Texas Hotel in May
1950, he was named vice president of the newly
established Baptist Bible College. For the rest
of that year, Rawlings joined G. B. Vick, W. E.
Dowell, and others at meetings with pastors
in many states, rallying support for their new
movement and its new school. On such a trip
with Vick in the fall of that year, Rawlings
confided that, “God might be moving me from
Tyler.”
In 1951, Lockland Baptist Church of
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Cincinnati, OH, was without a pastor. It had
experienced several problems, including a
divisive split in its membership. Both G. B.
Vick and W. E. Dowell met with the pulpit
committee and recommended John Rawlings.
Reluctantly, Rawlings preached at the church
and evaluated its condition and need. When
the chairman of the pulpit committee phoned
to tell him he had received a unanimous call, he
knew it was God’s will for him to go. He moved
to Cincinnati in June.
The church had over 700 people attending
Sunday school, but the schism was so deep
that lawsuits had been filed, and the court was
involved in supervising some operations. That
first year Rawlings was involved in a power
struggle with certain key people and various
committees who seemed, in his view, to operate
independently of the will or best interests of
the church.
However, staying true to his evangelistic
instincts, the embattled pastor saw many
people added to the church, and despite the
internal conflicts, a strong majority became
loyal to him. He raised funds to finish a
building that was under construction and
it was dedicated before the end of the year.
During 1952, the struggle for leadership
between Rawlings and certain officers in the
church finally came to a head. Just prior to
Easter, a business meeting was held in which
several officers were ousted by the vote of the
church. The story created such a stir that it was
carried in the local newspapers. Undaunted by
the negative coverage, Rawlings determined
to press forward to win souls and build the
church.
From that time forward, the church
unified behind Rawlings’ leadership and
experienced growth. Evangelistic efforts were
intensified through personal evangelism, doorto-door visitation, expansion of the Sunday
school organization, and revival crusades.
As the church experienced steady growth, it
purchased several lots around its location and
built two multi-story education buildings. The
church auditorium was remodeled to provide
seating for 2,000 people. Attendance soared to
a high of over 3,000.
In 1958, Rawlings led the church to
purchase 50 acres of land north of Cincinnati
and in the summer conducted open-air
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meetings at the new property. In 1959, the
church contracted to purchase 110 more
acres adjacent to its property. The church
now occupies 170 acres of property in north
Cincinnati adjacent to Interstate Highway
75. The first building was begun on the new
property in 1963. Later that year the church was
renamed Landmark Baptist Temple and moved
to this location. The church’s roots go back to

the Springfield Township Baptist Church of
1798, and the Lockland name identified it with
its former location. Over the years the church
built three main buildings (approximately
200,000 square feet), a parsonage, outbuildings,
and 21 acres of paved parking on its vast
acreage. It also developed a park, cemetery, and
athletic fields, and members remodeled the
original estate mansion into offices.

The years following relocation of the
church were characterized by continued growth
and outreach by various means, and average
weekly attendance reached a high of over 5,000.
For several years the church reported 1,800 to
2,200 baptisms per year, and in the 1970s it was
considered one of the largest churches in North
America.
Rawlings believed in the power of
broadcast media and always maintained a radio
ministry. He began a radio ministry called
“The Landmark Hour,” as soon as he arrived in
Cincinnati. It featured evangelistic messages
by Rawlings and guest preachers at the church.
In the early 50s it was expanded to include 53
stations and 200 by 1958. This ministry reached
its peak at nearly 300 stations during the 1960s.
Weekly television broadcasts from the church
were also used to bring its ministry to the area.
For a time “The Landmark Hour” television
program was broadcast on an international
cable network. These media broadcasts and
newspaper advertising made the church well
known for personal evangelism and standing
firm on moral issues. Even today, thousands
of preachers credit Rawlings’ media presence
as an important factor in their personal
ministries.
Besides his ministry at the church,
Rawlings continued his work with the Baptist
Bible Fellowship International and Baptist
Bible College. He served as president of the
BBFI twice, from 1952-1954 and 1974-1977.
He served as BBC’s vice president from its
inception until 1972. He helped organize state
fellowships in at least eight states and as BBFI
president in 1974 he led in its reorganization to
its current structure.
In 1994, he announced his retirement from
the pastorate. His son Harold succeeded him
at the church. In June of that year he moved
to Lynchburg, VA, to become the chairman
of ministry training at the Bible Institute of
Liberty University and to be a consultant to
Chancellor Jerry Falwell. During 18 months in
Virginia, Rawlings also helped establish The
National Liberty Journal. In 1996, he moved to
Northern Kentucky to establish the Rawlings
Foundation with sons George and Herb. The
foundation has provided millions of dollars of
funding for hundreds of ministries, churches,
colleges, camps, and publications (including
the Tribune). The foundation’s scope is

worldwide, with large footprints in Asia, Africa,
Latin America, South America, and Europe. Mr.
Rawlings also was a key figure in the forming of
the International Baptist Network.
In his latter years and despite a number
of health issues, Rawlings worked the
phones and spoke in Fellowship meetings
encouraging Baptist pastors to renew their
efforts in evangelism and church planting, and
to aggressively teach Baptist distinctives and
doctrine. And he found time to remarry, taking
Mary Birdwell Pruitt as his bride in 2008.
Thousands around the world noted
Mr. Rawlings’ passing, many expressing
appreciation for his attention and faithfulness
to themselves personally. In memorial services
held February 4, 2013, at Landmark Baptist
Temple in Cincinnati, OH, hundreds in
attendance paid their respects and agreed
with officiant Leland Kennedy that John W.
Rawlings’ greatest legacy was his ability to win
men’s hearts and urge them to service for the
Lord.
Several have passed their personal tributes
to the Tribune. BBFI President Linzy Slayden
said of the founder, “His faithfulness and
strong spirit challenged all of us to do more for
God. In life it is so easy for a person, a church, a
marriage, a nation, or a business to get into the
doldrums and just drift. Dr. John never drifted.
He always had focus and vision. He finished
strong by surrendering to the Word of God,
submitting to the will of God, and supporting
the work of God. His was a life well lived. May
the Lord give our Fellowship and our world
more men of vision, energy, and tenacity like
he possessed.”
Mission Director Jon Konnerup recounted
how he became more acquainted with Rawlings
in the last ten years. He said, “He was definitely
a man of vision and that vision always pointed
to the purpose of people coming to Jesus
Christ. His vision was full of ideas on how to
evangelize the world. God did use him to see
this vision take place on every continent of the
world except Antarctica. People’s lives in Africa,
Asia, South America, North America, Europe,
and the Middle East have been changed and
impacted through the vision of Dr. John
Rawlings. There are now camps, colleges, and
churches worldwide because Dr. Rawlings was
available to be used by God and to do it in a big
way.”

“Dr. John,” as he was known by thousands,
is survived by his second wife, Mary Pruitt
Rawlings, four sons — Herbert, Harold, Carrol,
and George — nine grandchildren, and 17
great-grandchildren.

Editor’s note: This past November, I visited with
John Rawlings in his home near Cincinnati. The
old gentleman, nearly 100 years old, knew he
was nearing Heaven in his journey, and he asked
me to communicate a message from him to
the preachers of our Fellowship. That message
was to fall on your faces before God, plead with
Him for renewal through the power of His Holy
Spirit, and make a covenant with Him to be
holy men and spiritual men — that we might
be concerned for the souls of men and women,
and for the condition of our churches — that we
place ourselves totally into God’s hands and be
bold for Him with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Mr. Rawlings had some difficulty breathing
and speaking, but the fiery energy of the
founder’s youth was not yet quenched, and his
wish for us is that the Baptist Bible Fellowship
experiences not the debilitation that goes along
with approaching old age, but that we might
find renewed strength.
Much of this article is reprinted from
material developed by Mike Randall when he
was editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune, and was
first published in the pages of the magazine in
May 1999.
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GOD’S MAN
IN THE PRESENT CRISIS

(Excerpted from a sermon preached by John Rawlings at the Fundamental
Baptist Congress of North America in Grand Rapids, MI, in October 1966.)

“T

here was a man sent from God, whose
name was John” (John 1:6). God has
never been in a position of helplessness. The
Almighty God is in charge of the affairs of
this universe. On occasions He uses angels to
execute His will. Since God created the winds,
He has the sovereign right to use them in the
display of divine mysteries. It is not surprising
to read in the infallible Word that hornets, flies,
frogs, and serpents have been tools to work out
in minute detail the plan of God. Earthquakes
have been and will be the rod of wrath in the
hand of a sin-hating Almighty.
God may use the elements to do some
things. He may employ animals, insects,
angels, even machines, to further the cause
of righteousness. However, “His man” is the
primary instrument used to carry out His will
in this age of grace. God may use the serpent
and the hornet, the wind and the earthquake;
however, God’s man is His unique and grandest
choice to tell the story of eternal redemption.
Listen to Paul. “For after that in the wisdom
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, It
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21).
God started with Adam, not Gabriel, not
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some distant unknown angelic horde. Listen
to these profound and significant assignments:
“ ... God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them, and
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:27,
28). This scripture is just the beginning of the
assignment of responsibilities. God and His
man are more than master and servant. “We are
labourers together with God,” said the Apostle
Paul.
The one great need in this tragic hour is
for the man of God to assume the leadership
divinely assigned to him by the Holy Ghost.
America’s future is in the hands of God-called,
Holy Spirit-energized young men who are not
afraid to face an ecclesiastical dictator, a prating
Diotrephes, and the unholy demon powers of
the unseen world. God needs men with faith in
the living God of Heaven to charge the enemy
with the unsheathed sword of truth. May God
give us in our generation some Gideons, some
Elijahs, and some John the Baptists.

There are six indispensable essentials
involved in the ministry of the man of God in
the present crisis.

I. God’s Man Is A Watchman
It is dark; night is upon us. It is almost
impossible to find our way. Truth lies in the
street. Moral standards are disdained.
The prophet Isaiah, speaking to a
complacent generation that bears a close
resemblance to our own, said, “Watchman,
what of the night? Watchman, what of the
night? The watchman said, The morning
cometh, and also the night: if ye will enquire,
enquire ye: return, come” (Isaiah 21:11,12). God’s
man Ezekiel was commissioned a watchman:
“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman
unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the
word at my mouth, and give them warning
from me” (Ezekiel 3:17). God’s man in this hour
of spiritual darkness is a watchman. He is the
torchbearer and preserver of all that is decent
and honorable. “Ye are the light of the world.”
“Ye are the salt of the earth.” Fundamental
Baptists stand at the crossroads of history. We
cannot ignore our place in the eternal plan of
the Almighty.

Let me suggest that, though we are in the
darkness, we not forget that the morning is
coming. The Son of God was hanging upon
the cross, the universe was in darkness; but we
need not think only of the darkness. Thank
God He did not die in the darkness. God
removed the curtain and Jesus spoke the words,
“It is finished,” in the light of day. Yes, our day is
coming. Truth will ultimately triumph!

II. GOD’s man IS AN OVERSEER
He is not an overlord; he is an overseer keeping
the flock. It is defined in scripture this way:
“Feed the flock of God which is among
you, taking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly; not
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
Neither as being lords over God’s
heritage, but being ensamples to
the flock” (1 Peter 5:2-3). What is the
overseer’s responsibility?
A. He Must Feed the Flock
The reason for so many weak,
struggling churches in our day is
the lack of sound teaching. The
hungry sheep look up and are not
fed. Young seminarians have not
been trained to do the job. We used
to train preachers to preach in the
seminaries; now we train technicians
to run the machinery. They entertain
the flock, but do not feed it. Some
preachers want to shear the sheep
and at the same time refuse to feed
them. Ezekiel addressed himself to
the same problem in his day: “And
the word of the LORD came unto me,
saying, Son of man, prophesy against
the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to
the shepherds of Israel that do feed
themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the
flocks? (Ezekiel 34: 1-2).
Feed the flock of God, brethren. A strong
Bible-centered ministry will build a strong
Bible-believing, Bible-practicing congregation.
B. He Must Be an Example
An example of what? I think he is speaking of
just plain old-fashioned, separated living. The
man of God must set the example of tithing,

family altar, and godly living. It has become
fashionable in our day for God’s man, so-called,
to drink, smoke, dance, attend the theatre,
and God only knows what else. It is about time
for the overseer to realize he is an example to
the flock. A worldly overseer means a worldly
church. A worldly church means a powerless
church, and a powerless church is a disgrace
to the name of Christ. If you are to challenge
others to change, you must back your challenge
by a life that is above reproach. Paul said, “Be ye
followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”

subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know
not how to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of the church of God?)” (1 Timothy
3:4,5).
D. He Must Not Be a Novice Lest His Pride
Destroy Him
Pride has been the downfall of far too many
men, men with great ability. God says pride
goeth before destruction. When God gives His
man success, immediately the demon of pride
is there to tempt him. Did you hear about the
preacher who was proud of his humility? The
text said, “ ... Lest being lifted up with
pride he fall into the condemnation of
the devil.”
This generation can be turned
from her terrible sins with God’s men
standing in their place of responsibility.
It is unthinkable for the man of God
in this present crisis to take casually or
carelessly his calling and assignments.
This generation is our responsibility.

III. GOD’s man SHOULD BE A
SOUL WINNER
The New Testament opens with the men
of God going daily to the Temple and
from house to house, giving testimony
of the power of the gospel to save. It
closes with the statement, “The Spirit
and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come.”

C. He Must Rule Well His Own House
This is a very delicate subject. Since we are
discussing the man of God, however, we cannot
very easily bypass the solemn responsibilities
that are ours at home. Some preachers who
make a pretense of being a great success in
the pulpit are miserable failures at home. The
Bible says in no uncertain terms exactly what
is expected of us. A bishop is “One that ruleth
well his own house, having his children in

A. He Is Held Accountable for the
Spirit of Revival in the Local Church
or the Lack of Revival That May Be
Sapping the Strength of His People
When God’s man begins to say the days
of revival are over, that you can’t have
a mighty moving of the Holy Spirit in
these days of apostasy, that he can’t get
his people to work, that sinners don’t go
to church anymore, his ministry will be robbed
of its vitality. His power, like Samson’s, will
depart from him. He will look at the giants in
the land and ignore the promise of God that
says, “ ...We shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal.
6:9). “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”
(1 Corinthians 15:58).
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B. He Cannot Let Opposition Turn Him from
the Mainstream of His Calling.
When the church begins getting folks saved
— depopulating Hell and populating Heaven
— then is when opposition comes. And when
it comes, we must remember the words of the
preacher, “He that observeth the wind shall
not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall
not reap” (Ecclesiastes 11:4). The early disciples
were persecuted and imprisoned, yet the Holy
Ghost said, “Therefore they that were scattered
abroad went every where preaching the word”
(Acts 8:4). Persecution is the furnace which
forges prophets.

should have been singing, there was weeping.
Where there should have been riches, there was
poverty. Where there should have been victory,
there was defeat.
In that day God had His messenger.
God had His message. God had His mission.
We may suffer as did Jeremiah or Daniel.
Imprisonment may come, but we must deliver
our souls. The day may not be far away when we
cannot protest publicly, but we must deliver our
souls. We will be marked men by attending this
meeting, but we must deliver our souls.
These messages of militancy and

C. He Is Called a Wise Man When He
Is Discharging His Responsibility in
the Harvest Field.
Solomon said, “The fruit of the
righteous is a tree of life; and he that
winneth souls is wise” (Proverbs
11:30). Daniel said, “They that be wise
shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever” (Daniel 12:3). Again, Solomon
said, “He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion of fools
shall be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20).
D. God’s Man Sees the Harvest Fields
as His Lord Sees Them.
Listen to the familiar words of Jesus:
“Say not ye, There are yet four months,
and then cometh harvest? behold, I
say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and
look on the fields; for they are white
already to harvest” (John 4:35). It is my
deep and personal conviction that the
United States and Canada have enough
orthodox, Bible-believing, fundamental
Baptist preachers to kindle fires of
revival and bring a return to New
Testament Christianity if we believe that it is
our calling and responsibility to do it.

IV. GOD’S MAN IS A MESSENGER
The prophets in the days of Israel lived in
times similar to ours. Spiritual declension was
rampant. The flag of God’s people lay in the
dust of forgotten promises. Some went so far
as to say, “God is dead!” His laws had been
forsaken. Temple worship was polluted. Israel
had committed spiritual adultery. Where there
18
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droughts, famines, pestilences, diseases.
Starting with Noah and Enoch and coming
down through scripture and the centuries
past, without exception God’s men have stood
like mighty oaks in the storms of religious
controversy.
Our day is no exception. Emerging out of
all the smoke and soot of religious confusion
caused by the stampeding ecumenical
movement, this great gathering is a living
testimony of the predetermined will and plan
of God. Our God is not without witness in
these days. Our God is not their god. Our God
is the God of the mountain. He is the
God of the valley.
Brethren, let us arise and cross
Jordan with Elisha. You remember as he
stood by the brink of Jordan, “He took
the mantle of Elijah that fell from him,
and smote the waters and said, Where
is the LORD God of Elijah? and when
he also had smitten the waters, they
parted hither and thither: and Elisha
went over” (2 Kings 2: 14).
Today God’s grace is just as
sufficient as then. We have available
at this very moment all the power
and wisdom of the Almighty God at
our disposal. Where is the Lord God
of Elijah? He is still in the business
of opening Jordans, destroying our
pursuing Pharaohs in the Red Sea,
slaying Sennacherib’s Assyrian hordes,
and, by His omnipotent power,
delivering His children from bondage
and defeat.

VI. GOD’S MAN IS A PREACHER

challenge may be a witness against us, but
we must deliver our souls. We are scorned
as fundamental Baptists by the so-called
mainstream of Christianity, but we must deliver
our souls.

V. GOD’S MAN IS A PROPHET
He is not so much a fore-teller as a forth-teller.
The prophet’s message was judgment unto
mercy. Always without exception, at times
of great apostasy, judgment comes — wars,

God has no substitute. It pleases Him
by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. Phonies in
the pulpit today have tried to detour,
bypass, camouflage, water down, cover
up — anything to keep the preaching of the
Word from having its God-honored place in the
ministry and in the church. Youth meetings,
children’s clubs, Sunday school programs of
different sorts, ladies’ organizations, men’s
meetings, and Christian films all may have
their place. However, brethren, we are called
to preach the Word. We must give preaching
the preeminence God expects it to have in His
church.

A. Preach the Word.
Thank God, we have the message. Think of the
impossible task if we did not have the message.
God has made it easy for us. No need to worry
about what to preach. We have all God ever
intended for us to preach. We don’t need a new
translation or a new revelation as much as we
need new inspiration to believe and preach
what we already have.
The man of God in the present crisis must
have absolute, unswerving love, loyalty, and
faith in the Word of God. How can we expect
to see men saved if we do not have faith in the
Word and in the power of the Holy Spirit to
use that Word to convict and awaken
the sinner to his need of a Savior? Paul
said, “Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” His Word
will not return void or fruitless. There is
one thing God is duty-bound to bless,
and that is His Word.
Brethren, don’t take lightly
your calling. Remember, orthodoxy
without Holy Spirit anointing and fire
is dangerous. Great movements die
because God’s men let them die. The
message in Josiah’s day was lost in the
neglected ruins of the Temple. I fear
that in many fundamental Baptist
churches the Word has been lost amid
the rubble of unnecessary activities.
God’s men are busy here and there
and are not preaching the Word with
power. In some cases, outside pressures
and inside opposition have caused
God’s man to water down, soften,
compromise, and refrain from fearless
preaching that convicts the sinner and
rebukes the sinning saint. My brother,
stand!
B. Preach with Power.
From the lips of our risen Lord comes
this message, “But ye shall receive power ...”
That giant in the pulpit said, “My speech and
my preaching was not with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power.” Again, he reveals the
secret of the success of his ministry: “For our
gospel came not unto you in word only, but also
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we
were among you for your sake”
(1 Thessalonians 1: 5).

C. Preach with Wisdom.
The dying deacon, Stephen, was God’s man
in the time of crisis. The Spirit described this
fearless soldier of the cross: “And Stephen,
full of faith and power, did great wonders and
miracles among the people. … And they were
not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by
which he spake” (Acts 6:8-10). It is enough to
make us hide our faces in shame as we consider
the price this man paid to stay true to the
Scriptures. What price have we paid to defend
the truth? We are reminded by the Scriptures,
“Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin.” God’s man must have wisdom

and power to meet the enemy and overcome
him. Our conflict today is real. Our enemies
are committed to our destruction. It is a death
struggle; both cannot win. One will go down
to utter defeat. As I understand the Scriptures,
God’s man must have courage in the face of
danger, disappointments, and even death.

a lost world that pleases God. It is one thing to
talk about the spiritual darkness of the 20th
century, but it is another thing to be a light of
life to lost men.
There are many men of God who are clean
and honest with their fellowmen, kind and
gracious with their families, respected highly
in their communities, above reproach in the
pastorates. But when it comes to the weightier
matter of winning souls, you conveniently find
other things to do. Occasionally you may win
one in a service, but you do not consistently
carry the gospel into homes, hospitals, service
stations, on the street, or in the jails. No,
you are not found there. The great
commission has become “the great
omission” in many preachers’ lives.
God have mercy on that highly trained,
educated, refined, gifted preacher
whose heart is not broken for a lost
world.
How many have you won and
baptized this year? Do you remember
what the results were last year? Is your
heart broken if people are not saved
in every service where an invitation is
given? How many men do you know
personally who are lost? Have you tried
to win them? You will never convince
me that Jesus is not as interested in
the harvest today as He was during His
earthly ministry.
In this Book, God’s inspired,
infallible Word, there is an answer for
this meeting. There is an answer for
God’s man in the present crisis. “And
Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people.
But when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion on them,
because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then
saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourers into his harvest”
(Matthew 9: 35-38).

D. Preach To Get Results.
It is not enough to be orthodox, faithful, bold,
determined, or even great in faith. It is love for
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history
W

illiam Collier was born in 1771 in Scituate, MA. His
mother was a devoted Christian, and she instilled in
William biblical principles that would mold and guide him
throughout his life.
While still in his teens, he moved to Boston to become
a carpenter’s apprentice. There he came under the influence
and preaching of Thomas Baldwin, pastor of Second Baptist
Church, where Collier was converted and baptized shortly
after his 21st birthday. William believed God was speaking to
him, and consequently he felt it was his duty to preach the
gospel. Acting upon this belief, he enrolled in Brown University in 1793, graduating in 1797.
After his ordination, he
preached a year at First Baptist Church in Newport, RI. The
church was founded about 1638
by John Clarke, who is often recognized as the father of American Baptists. Next, Collier
moved to New York City where
he assumed the pastorate of
First Baptist Church. First Baptist possessed a great heritage.
One of its former pastors was
the renowned John Gano, Revolutionary War chaplain and
the man who baptized George
Washington. After four years
in New York, Collier accepted
the pastorate of First Baptist
Church, Charlestown, MA.
Collier was not renowned
as a public speaker, but his
humility, faith, and pastoral
skills gained him not only his
congregation’s esteem but their love as well. Like the good
shepherd, he knew all his members and their families’ names.
He visited each member of his congregation, counseling,
instructing, and strengthening his Christian faith. He always
possessed a special burden for society’s neglected outcasts.
He was often seen visiting the poor and the prisoners incarcerated in Charlestown prison. His ministry among the prisoners resulted in life-changing conversions which led the

by Thomas Ray
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authorities to appoint him as chaplain.
After laboring in Charlestown 16 years, his health began
to fail, and, believing he could no longer perform his pastoral
duties, he reluctantly resigned. But, this was not the end of
William Collier’s ministry. God would give him 20 more years
of effective service. After his resignation, he was employed
by Baptist Female Society of Boston as city missionary. His
labors were confined primarily to the poor, the neglected
social outcasts, and the criminal element. He was a minister
of kindness to the afflicted, an angel of mercy to the suffering, and a counselor to the tempted. He visited the sick and
the dying in places where Christians seldom ventured. He shined
the light of truth and mercy into
the darkness taking hope and salvation to society’s forgotten and abandoned.
Collier rescued a number of
women from lives of shame and
debauchery. Neglected and abandoned children were special objects
of his care. He provided them with
food, clothing, and education, and
many of these children escaped
their environment to become
respectable and useful citizens.
None but the few who accompanied him as he “went about doing
good,” could appreciate the amount
of labor he performed and the sacrifices he made to take the gospel to
the people he deeply loved. No one
knew better than William Collier
the evil effects of alcohol, and acting upon that knowledge he became
one of the early leaders of the temperance movement.
In 1826, he launched the National Philanthropist, the
first temperance newspaper not only in America but the
world. God allowed William Collier to labor until just a few
weeks before his death on March 19, 1843. William Collier is
an example of the multitudes of men and women who labor
in obscure and unheralded ministries but who make a difference.

Urban
Current

The death of death

S

ix-feet-plus with a football player’s
build. Half black, half Polish. For years I
assumed he was Puerto Rican. I wish you
could meet Richard.* When our church moved
into the hulking former Masonic Temple, squatting on a Kedzie Boulevard corner, the guy I
would come to know as Richard always stood out
as he hung out with a crowd of 20 guys in front
of our building each evening. They were OAs.
This was their hood. This was their corner. Now,
many years later, Richard has confessed with his
mouth and believed in his heart the Lord Jesus.
He’s in my Grow Group that meets every
Thursday night. The week after Easter we were
bemoaning that Richard had to work the previous Sunday. He’s a security guard at a hospital,
which has served this dangerous Humboldt Park
neighborhood since the early 1900s.
He was recounting the hectic happenings at
his ER security post on Resurrection morning.
“Yeah, we had two rape victims come in,
then we had two other girls who were hit and
run...” His hands were waving. “Then we had a
shooting victim brought in.” Right about here I
interjected, “This is all Easter morning?” “That’s
right,” he affirmed, voice raising. “Then the
Monsters* (local gang whose turf surrounds the
hospital) started gathering outside the ER door
trying to get in to finish off the guy they shot but
failed to kill. We had to put a call into CPD (Chicago Police Department) for some help. On top
of that, two overdoses came in.”
This hospital is on my run route. I pass it
several times a week running and driving. Over
the years, I’ve visited this hospital more times
than I can count. Richard’s story of mayhem and
violence with its aftermath unfolding in the early
morning hours carried special weight.
While all that was going on, about a mile
and a half north Armitage Baptist was lifting praises to the resurrected Christ. We were
declaring the good news that Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection is victory over sin and death.

He’s in the life-transforming business. That very
morning, almost a score of sinners confessed
Jesus as Lord in our services.
Cities are centers of death. The wages of
sin is death. Cities … more sinners … more sin …
more wages of sin … more death.
I can’t help but
think of the crime,
the plagues, the fires,
the wars that have
wreaked havoc on cities throughout history.
Even natural disasters
are more dramatic and
more death-dealing
when they hit cities.
Think of the tornado
in Joplin, hurricane
Katrina in New Orleans
and Biloxi, and hurricane Sandy in Long Island.
Think of Jerusalem — ravaged, destroyed,
blood soaks every square foot of its rocky soil.
Several hundred years before Christ the Babylonians decimated the city. Several decades after
Jesus, the Romans brought great horror to the
sacred city. Blood fairly seeps from the pages of
Josephus’s record.
Jerusalem — The city. The city that is the
center of the earth. The city central to God’s
grand plan. On one dark Friday it is again the
center of death. This death is the death of all
deaths. Three days later death is conquered in a
city, the city.
Could it be with all the devastation Satan
has hurled at humanity in cities and through cities that God chooses the city purposefully as the
place where death will be conquered?
O death, where is your sting, O grave where
is your victory? The sting of death is sin and the
power of sin is the law, but thanks be to God
who gives us the victory through our Lord, Jesus
Christ.

Rosa,* new to our Grow Group, sat in
stunned silence. Which, if you knew Rosa,
was an awfully rare occasion. There had been
a knock as our group assembled. The door was
flung open. Richard entered the tiny living room
seemingly filling it. Rosa told me later, “I recognized him right
away! I don’t know
if he recognized
me, so I just introduced myself. Pastor, pastor, he’s the
guy who told my son
that he was going
to kill him!” “When
was this,” I asked?
“Over 15 years ago.
Right out in front of
church!”
It seems Rosa’s
then-teenage son had some kind of run-in with
Richard, who, as I said, hung out in front of
our building every night with some of his crew.
Rosa had literally feared for her son’s life, taking precautions to avoid the big guy that ran the
OA hood. Not having seen him for years, she
had the spiritually jolting, emotionally shocking experience of sitting that night studying the
Word of God with the very man, now her brother in Christ, who had threatened the life of her
son. And doesn’t God often take it up one more
notch? Rosa’s son now works at the hospital
because Richard helped him get the job!
Jesus is the death of death in the city.
*Names changed

by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church,
Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org
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Summing up a life

Learn to teach

by Mark Milioni | President | Baptist Bible College

S

everal years ago I remember reading an interesting article about
summing up your life. The author went to several well-known people and asked them to sum up their lives in six words. Could you do
that?
Recently this world lost a champion. Dr. John Rawlings served the
Lord as a husband, father, grandfather, pastor, mentor, and worldwide
influencer. “Dr. John”, as he was lovingly called, had a life and ministry
that has made a difference in this world like few ever have or ever will.
Baptist Bible College cannot be separated from the life of Dr. John.
As the Baptist Bible Fellowship was born, some young firebrands —
G.B. Vick, W.E. Dowell, Dr. John, and others — made starting Baptist
Bible College among their first priorities. With G.B. Vick at the helm,
Dr. John became vice president of Baptist Bible College for the next 25
years, but his involvement and influence didn’t stop there. While serving as a pastor and leader of the Rawlings Foundation, Dr. John continued to influence the Fellowship and Baptist Bible College.
As a young pastor I remember getting my first call from him. This
phone call would be the first of many — as many others can attest. I
felt so incredibly honored and intimidated that I stood and listened to
that wonderful raspy voice “share” with me what I should be doing with
my life and ministry. His wisdom was unparalleled, often using simple
down-home phrases that made everything much easier to understand.
I once bravely asked him a question about something I was facing at
church — to invest in some advertising. It was a significant investment
and I worried over the cost and whether it was worth it, so I asked
what he thought about a church advertising. Without missing a beat
he said, “Does Pepsi Cola believe in advertising?”
It was always interesting to talk to Dr. John. You would always
learn quickly what his agenda was for the call, you would hear of the
latest projects around the world, and regardless of what else was said
this was evident — it was all about the gospel. After a conversation
with Dr. John it was clear that he always wanted your church to grow.
He always wanted you to do something bigger than you were. He
always wanted you to produce fruit. He always wanted you to work
hard. He always wanted you to be faithful.
And because of his unfailing desire to see me succeed, there was a
part of me that always wanted to make him proud.
So, could you sum up your life in six words? Famous TV cook
Paula Deen answered this way, “Might as well eat that cookie.” To
summarize a life as large as Dr. John is tough, but I think it might be
as simple as how the writer of Acts summarized King David’s life in
Acts 13:36 “… did God’s will during his lifetime.”
Please continue to pray for Baptist Bible College and make plans
to join us for a great Fellowship Week, May 13-16.
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by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College

I

teach. While the responsibilities of college administration give
me plenty to do, not even to mention the privilege of pastoring
MetroWest Baptist Church as well, I still teach every semester. I would
love to tell you I teach because students beg me to do it! I thrive on the
classroom experience, and I am gratified by some of the responses students give — but teaching at the college level is just in my blood.
But from Ken Gillming, our vice president for academic affairs, all
the way down the line of our Boston professors, we push ourselves to get
better all the time. What we did in the classroom last year just isn’t good
enough to do again. Challenging the minds and hearts of young people
to serve the Lord simply has no “autopilot.” If we are going to teach, we
have to learn, and keep learning, and keep getting better.
While Phil Webber and I signed on to teach a course together this
semester entitled “Baptists and the History of Christianity,” we had no
illusions. We knew we had picked a pretty steep hill to climb. But both
of us feel passionately that our next generation of church leaders needs
to understand how the gospel came all the way down through the centuries … until it got to us. Phil and I knew that the perceptions are out
there that history is boring. I’m a history guy, so I can’t understand that
at all. And particularly when we are talking about the history of our
faith! Then I remembered back to a couple of church history courses I
had long ago. Ouch.
We also knew that the story of Christianity is complicated, challenging, confusing, and ripe with all kinds of superimposed “myths”
perpetrated by all kinds of interests down through the centuries for all
different kinds of reasons.
But Phil and I looked across a table at each other months ago, talked
about the challenges, talked about what we would have to learn before
we ever strolled into a classroom, and then we said, “Let’s do this!”
Every week is an adventure. Really, it is. I am growing in my awareness of the journey of the gospel through the centuries. I am renewed
over and over again by our spiritual ancestors in the Baptist family who
have individually and collectively served their own generations well —
and then handed the truth on to the next generation. And there are
plenty of laughs. Just yesterday one student laughed so hard her coffee wouldn’t stay in her mouth! Come on, can you talk about the “great
schism” or what life must have really been like for naïve, unprepared
crusaders without chuckling. Phil and I still have plenty of work to do
— and our students do, too. But not only is everybody staying awake,
learning is happening. And it all starts with those who teach.
I wish I could tell you all about the weeks ahead! We have courses
on villains, mysteries, great brawls and wacky ideas, along with revivals,
martyrs, and heroes. Not too bad for history, huh?

fellowship news

San Angelo, tx

LifePoint hosts Mission Emphasis Sunday
Pastor Gary Phillips and Lifepoint Baptist Church finished a month
of missions in January with a Mission Emphasis Sunday with BBFI
missionaries Chris Goodman and family to Australia, Mary Herman with
S.T.E.P., and a missionary family to a restricted access nation. Lifepoint
gave $182,000 to missions in 2012 through their faith promise program.

Crossmedia offers high quality designs that are
affordable for your church or ministry. Some of the
products we offer include: tracts, logos, prayer cards,
bulletins, banners, book and CD covers, service screens
and more.

www.crossmediaonline.org • 918.408.6066

a ministry of Eastland Baptist Church

2013

RUSH

Camp
RUSH 610: June 10th-14th / RUSH 617: June 17th-21st
Rush Camp is for Jr. & Sr. High Students
Speaker: Sean Sears / Worship: Heartsong / BBC Rec Team
www.rushcamp.org / Cost: $240 / Concert: TBA
Camp Chautauqua - Miamisburg, OH / www.thecampbytheriver.com
Camp Director: Jerry Pelfrey / jpelfrey@gbcmason.org / (513) 398-1989
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fellowship news

san antonio, tx

Texas BBF does it big in San Antonio
The Texas BBF held its January meeting on the
banks of the historic Riverwalk in San Antonio.
About 200 pastors and missionaries and their
wives attended a Monday evening banquet with
others joining them for the Tuesday meetings.
There were many young men and their families
in the crowds.
Featured speakers for the meeting were
New York’s Duke Hergatt Monday evening,

California’s Jim Baize, Ohio church planting
pastor Kelly McInerney, and BBC President
Mark Milioni Tuesday morning, and Jim Baize
again in the Tuesday evening service. There
were other meetings and breakouts including a
women’s fellowship led by Sharon Hoffman.
One new feature for the annual Texas
event was the National Church Planting
Office Candidate School held in conjunction.
The candidates were able to attend the
fellowship meeting sessions as well as
their specialized lectures and workshops.
Missionaries and representatives of BBFI
ministries were also well represented.
In the business meeting, Texas BBF
chairman presented the annual February
Tribune Offering and encouraged pastors to

From left: Ed Courtney, Jim Baize,
and Larry McAden

participate. The Texas fellowship pledged its
support to financially rescue SouthPoint Family
Fellowship. The Baptist church was planted in
Seguin several years ago but fell on hard times
financially. Pastors were urged to help with a
mortgage payoff that will allow the church to
be debt free. The revitalization is a combination
commitment involving the Texas Fellowship,
the NCPO Gateway Project, local churches, and
Hispanic Pastor Miguel Carreon who will be
using the SouthPoint building to launch a new
church.
Guest speaker Baize said of the meeting,
“There were church planters, young pastors,
missionaries, and preachers all over the place.
They were worshiping, fellowshipping, raising
money for projects, and encouraging one
another in San Antonio. I was privileged to be a
speaker.” BBC President Milioni said the Texas
fellowship was “exciting, generous, unified,
forward looking.”

Left: NCPO Church Planter Candidate School Below: Seguin group: Front Miguel Carreon and

James Shurley. Back Mike Marcellus, Larry McAden, Steven Johnson

Specializing in Prayer Cards
NSCPrinting
We Offer a Variety
of Printing Services
including:
Banners
Brochures
Business Cards
DVD Duplication
Prayer Cards
Missionary Prayer
Card Stands
Presentation Folders
Thank You Cards
and more!

We partner with missionaries across the globe to provide low
cost printing services. We strive to provide you with distribution
materials to go through your deputation and furlough with ease.

Introducing Prayer Card Stands
Prayer Card Stands are a way to keep your church actively involved
with praying for missionaries that your local church supports. Prayer
Card Stands are customizable to include the missionaries your church
supports, and you can also include your church staff and/or local
ministries supported by your church.
In addition to our printing services we offer low cost design services. We have an
in-house designer who will take your ideas and create materials unique to your ministry.

509 South Cavalier Avenue | Springfield, Missouri 65802
Phone: 417.851.1051 | Website: www.nscprinting.com
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fellowship news

helena, mt

Jon Gardner ordained in Montana
Jon Gardner was ordained into the gospel
ministry and installed as pastor of LifePoint
Baptist Church in East Helena, MT,
November 18, 2012. Participating in the
ordination were Steve Van Winkle of
Bozeman, Russ Katherman of LifePoint, and
David Klass of Helena.
LifePoint was planted as Maranatha
Baptist Church in 1993 by Dalton and Paulette
Walker (current BBFI missionaries in New
Zealand) and then pastored by Charles Walker
from 1998 to 2008. In 2008, Russ Katherman,
along with his wife Jennifer and a team of
eight families from Friendship Baptist Church
in Montana City, assumed the pastorate of
LifePoint. Russ had been equipped in the
Shepherd School at Kansas City Baptist
Temple and served 12 years as assistant pastor
at Friendship. He stabilized the church,
including paying off the 6,000-square-foot
facility located on five acres of prime land.
Jon Gardner was saved under the ministry

From left: David & Cathy Klass, Jon & Christine Gardner, Russ & Jennifer Katherman, Steve & Cheryl
Van Winkle. Back row: Rich Moeller.
of Harry Boyle in Portland, ME, and trained
at both Boston Baptist College and BBC,
graduating in 2001. He met his wife, the former

Christine Venzor, at a youth camp in New
Hampshire while she was traveling with the
BBC singing group Highest Call. The Gardners
spent 11 years preparing for the pastorate under
the ministry of Steve Van Winkle at Fellowship
Baptist in Bozeman, MT, before assuming the
leadership at LifePoint.
Jon and Christine attended the NCPO
church planting school in January held in San
Antonio, TX. The church’s website is
www.lifepointmt.org.

Electronic Ministry Resources
Empower Kiosk
•
•
•
•

Events, Ministry, Missions and
GiveSafe applications.
Run one or all apps.
Easy to use Admin.
Keep members informed and
involved!

Our new teen tract

Secure online, mobile & kiosk giving
•
•
•
•
•

.net

One time and Automatic
recurring giving
Multiple designations in one
transaction
Works with all major cards & ACH
ACH (eCheck) only option
Custom giving pages

Secure - Easy to use - PCI compliant

www.eminresources.com
Your kiosk - your look!

Life’s Greatest Adventure
For info. contact:
The Reapers/Thomas Ray
P.O. Box 867505, Plano, TX 75086
Phone 972.509.9240 Fax 972.769.2597
Email: tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com
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fellowship news

springfield, mo

BBFI Mission Office announces updates to website

by Jon Konnerup
BBFI Mission Director

For years, our website was primarily geared to
servicing our missionaries, with minimal information for churches. However, our new website
has been expanded to provide much more information for those seeking to be missionaries, for
church members looking for more information
about missions, and for pastors who would like
more resources.
Following are few of the items available:

Christian, patriotic & military neckties - $15
value, $6, Clip-on ties, $7
Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a
Medicine - $6 (1,400 sold)
Annette’s 200 Original Italian Recipe
Cookbook - $20 $12
100 Assorted neckties - $5

• Missionary lookup - make contact with
missionaries personally
• Sending church ideas
• Military chaplain program
• Mission resources, conference
themes, and more
• View/download promotional and
missionary videos
• View your church’s donation records
- Your church’s giving history
- Mailing labels
- Contact information of missionaries
you support
• Discover what the BBFI is all about
• Different mission opportunities to
consider
• Current downloadable brochures
• World Mission Service Center information
• Online store
Our goal is that this new website will become one of your main resources for worldwide
missions. Let the World Mission Service Center be the vehicle to help you fulfill your call to
world evangelization.

BAPTIST CHURCH
314.291.6919

YOURLBC.COM

Church Growth Conference
Lighthouse Baptist Church Saint Louis, Missouri Dr. Keith Gillming, Sr. Pastor

August
26th-27th 2013
30 Early Bird price if
registered before July 1st
$

For more info and to register
go to www.yourlbc.com

Keynote Speaker: Jonathan Leeman

9Marks “Building Healthy Churches”
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with the lord

Mountain View, AR

Bill L. Whitfield

John W. R awlings
John “Dr. John” Rawlings moved
to his heavenly home at the age
of 99 on January 30, 2013. Born
January 29, 1914, and raised near
Cave City, AR. He was married
to Orelia Mobley 75 years before
she passed away in 2007.
He enrolled in Bible Baptist Seminary
in 1939, and began pastoring Central Baptist
Church in 1940 while still a student. In 1951,
he accepted a call to pastor Lockland Baptist
Church in Lockland, OH, a suburb of Cincinnati, where he remained for 43 years (renamed
Landmark Baptist Temple after a relocation).
Rawlings helped found the Baptist Bible
Fellowship in 1950 and served two terms as
president. He also helped establish Baptist

Bible College in Springfield, MO, and served as
vice president until 1972. With his four sons, he
launched the Rawlings Foundation in 1995 and
served as administrator of that foundation until
his death. Millions of dollars were funneled
into youth camp facilities and Bible institute
campuses around the world during his 17-year
management of the foundation. He established
the International Baptist Network in 2002, a
network of conservative Baptist churches and
pastors, the purpose of which was to assist in
fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
He is survived by his second wife, Mary
Pruitt Rawlings, four sons, nine grandchildren,
and 17 great-grandchildren. A memorial service was held at Landmark Baptist Temple, February 4, 2013, with Leland Kennedy officiating.

tax

Marvin L. Miller CPA

Specializing in Minister/Missionary
Income Tax Preparation
(417) 799-0316
marvin@marvinlmillercpa.com

help

Bill L. Whitfield, 79, entered
into the presence of his beloved
Savior December 11, 2012. He
was born May 19, 1933, in Calico
Rock, AR, and graduated from
Mountain View High School in
1951. He served his country nearly four years in
the U.S. Navy before enrolling in Baptist Bible
College and graduating in 1959. In 1991, he
received his Doctor of Ministry in Theology.
Bill was the pastor of East Richwoods
Baptist Church in Mountain View, AR, at the
time of his death, but he pastored several
churches in seven states and preached numerous conferences and revivals during his more
than 55 years in ministry. He was on the faculty
of Louisiana Baptist Theological Seminary for
many years. He also worked at the BBFI Mission Office during the early 1980s.
Bill is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Faye, three children, nine grandchildren, and
14 great-grandchildren. His son, Tim, and his
wife, Kim, have been missionaries in Kenya
and Tanzania for more than 20 years. His
granddaughter, Amanda Longenecker, and
her husband, Brent, are BBFI missionaries in
Metro Manila, Philippines. Another granddaughter, Cassandra Kuykendall, and her husband, Chris, will soon begin their preparations
to be church planters in Amsterdam.

cincinnati, oh

You’re Writing a Book...
We Help Navigate the Marketing Maze

Our Partnership Offers
Christian Publishing for
Individuals and Ministries
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classifieds

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject to approval of the Baptist Bible Tribune. Advertising in the BBT
does not necessarily imply the endorsement of the publisher. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

Free income tax preparation for clergy and religious workers. Fed-

eral and state returns prepared and e-filing available. Faith-based ministry.
www.ClergyTaxes.com or ClergyTaxes@aol.com.

The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years
experience rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe Gleason, 2256
E. Nora, Springfield, MO 65803, for prices.
(417) 865-3823 or thebiblerebinder@gmail.com.

Religious books for sale List sent email dudley1@fidnet.com Evangelist Bill Dudley, 1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417) 532-2665.
www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Sermon sets/Outline books

Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 1701 Tyler Lnl, Conroe, TX 77301
(903) 756-4386 or (903) 284-8698; ciswilling@aol.com,
www.swillingpublications.org

Alliterated Outlines Ephesians, Jude, Jonah-James and other outline
books, send for free outlines and price list. Bob Smallwood, 311 Harlan
Lane Rd., Villa Rica, GA 30180 (770) 459-3120
Country Church for sale, 80-person capacity w/full kitchen, recreation
hall, 4 wooded acres on blacktop road. Comes w/2BR manufactured
home. $99,500. Call 800-760-2255 Reece & Nichols Golden Key Realty

Lead your leaders on a Holy Land Tour

The Bible land experience can transform your church leaders as much
or more than a Revival Meeting. Call for information from Discover the
Bible Land Tours, Jeanne, (314) 239-9958 or email jnbill3@aol.com. Our
2013 tour dates are April 11-20 and Sept. 29 - Oct. 10. Pastor’s comp
program still in effect.

42169 LBU Ad2.indd 1
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Church Ads
ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd.,

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904

• Living Water Baptist Church

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963,
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

7752 Ave. F, Mobile AL 36608
251-631-3008 www.lwbcmobile.com
Pastor James Richardson

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple,

6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage,
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church,
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel
Dennis

ARKANSAS
• Berryville Baptist Church

112 E. Fancher St., Berryville, AR
72616, Phone: (870) 423-2340, Pastor
Derryl DeShields

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway

49 and Redbud (location only),
559/641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist
Tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St.,

Los Angeles, CA 90015, 213/7449999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr.
sermon manuscripts at www.realconversion.com

• Ocean View Church, 2460 Palm

Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/4247870 www.oceanviewchurch.com
Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church,
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor
Michael Stoddard

S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover,
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris
Kondracki

FLORIDA
• Palm Springs Drive Baptist
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Al-

tamonte Springs, FL 32701, 407/8310950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Tabernacle Baptist Church,

6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve
Ware

• New Testament Baptist Church,
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-

mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221,
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church,

7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173,
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd
• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL
34209, 941/795-3767 Pastor James
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105

Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954, 941/625-1273 Pastor William
K. Bales

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954, 941/625-8550, Pastor Chip
Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church,

1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352/326-5738, Pastor George Mulford
III www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S.
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church,

1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist
Church and Academy, 8460

Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon
GA 31216. 478/781-2981
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 94-

1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797.
808/677-0731 Pastor Steven C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple,

4411 Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton
Park, IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor
Bruce Humbert

IOWA
• Heartland Baptist Church

• First Baptist Coconut Creek,

3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor
Randy Abell

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield,

formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611
Pastor Jerry Williamson
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958.
772/589-5047
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000

Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL
34788 352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net

KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church

2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67211
316/263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898

Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005.
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501,
606/679-8496 Pastor Gary Phelps

Evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fellowship Directory for $10
per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.
Thomas Ray • The Reapers
PO Box 867505, Plano, TX 75086
Phone: 972.509.9240 www.thereapers.com

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
PO Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 707.344.4140 www.darttmusic.com

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church,

1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C.
Mentzer

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church

540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA
02379, 508/583-5190
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902

Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510,
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church,

2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor
Danny Gardner

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333

Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262,
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• First Baptist Church of Meadowview, 4346 N Galloway Ave.,

Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176
Pastor R.D. Wade

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64,
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700
www.firstbaptistwrightcity.com Pastor
Rohn M. Boone
• North Park Baptist Church,

4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338.
281/821-2258 Pastor Randy Harp

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N.
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182.
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603.
919/772-5864 Pastor James L.
Upchurch

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church,

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806,
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

Talley Rd. Baptist Church

• Central Baptist Church, 6050
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334,
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com
Pastor Tom Wagoner
• Berean Baptist Church &
Academy

517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC
28314, 910/868-5156,
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 W.

Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 937/4442493
Pastor Charles Smith

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave.,
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston,
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill
Campbell

3120 Talley Rd., San Antonio, TX
78253, 210/862-3108,
www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com, Pastor Larry Bruce

VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S.

Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian
Hudson

• Central Baptist Church, 13910
Minnieville Rd. Woodbridge, VA 22193,
703/583-1717, office@cbcwoodbridge.
org, Pastor Brad Weniger
WEST VIRGINIA
• Fellowship Baptist Church,

U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/7368006 Pastor Jerry Warren

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt.
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

Participation in the Baptist Bible

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516

to any Baptist pastor of a sup-

W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270,
330/925-5506 Pastor Tim LaBouf

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken
McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church,

600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie
Emerson

Fellowship International is open
porting Baptist church believing
in and adhering to the Word of
God, on the basis of the BBFI
Articles of Faith. For listing on
this page, a Baptist church is one
that declares in legal and/or faith
documents it is Baptist in doctrine
and practice. A supporting church
is one that financially supports
BBFI missions or colleges.
(Sources: Constitution and Bylaws of the
BBFI and The BBFI Contact Directory)

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104

Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

TEXAS
• Central Baptist Church, 2855

Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084.
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

Church ads are
available to any
BBFI church for
$10 per issue.
To place an ad, call
(417) 831-3996.
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AfterWords

Remembering John W. Rawlings By Charles Miller
Personal memories of John W. Rawlings

John Rawlings was a giant

By Mike Randall

By Elmer L. Towns

I

I

became aware of John W. Rawlings as a first-year student at Baptist Bible College in 1960. I painted signs for businesses and R.
O. Woodworth, the school’s business manager, hired me to paint
Rawlings’ name on the door of the remodeled vice president’s
office. Later I got to hear him speak in chapel and learned that he
was also the dynamic pastor of Landmark Baptist Temple in Cincinnati, OH, one of the largest churches in America. He was part
of the school’s leadership team that challenged BBC’s graduates
to success. He helped motivate a “charge hell with a squirt gun”
mentality. BBC graduates became known for winning people to
Christ and planting churches.
I was a pastor in Ohio during the late 1970s. I had endured
some personnel problems in my church, felt defeated and
discouraged. I invited John W. Rawlings to be a featured speaker
at a Michigan/Ohio Fellowship meeting hosted at our church.
I have a vivid memory of his challenge to us pastors. He urged
us to do the work of the ministry. Then he spoke what seemed a
direct word from God to me. He said, “Forget your failures! Get
busy winning people to Christ and move on!” That was just what
I needed. I immediately put aside my self-pity and got back to
work doing what God called me to do.
In 1996, I was serving as editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune
(1995-2002). John W. Rawlings had stepped down from his
Cincinnati church and decided to establish the Rawlings
Foundation with his family. As the administrator, Rawlings
guided the foundation to provide funding for churches, schools,
youth camps, and other enterprises around the world, including a
yearly conference for BBFI leaders. His vision and burden blessed
numbers of BBFI missionaries and their works.
In my own ministry, gifts from the Rawlings Foundation
allowed the Tribune to make significant improvements and put
our magazine in the hands of pastors from several likeminded
groups — over 100,000 for several months. At the same time, he
led the foundation to make many gifts to Baptist Bible College
and Boston Baptist College as well. In fact, when I served as
Baptist Bible College president (2002-2008), a gift from the
Rawlings Foundation in 2005 was crucial to the school achieving
regional accreditation. It is proper and fitting that the school’s
administration building bears his name.
Over the years, I recall several occasions when John W.
Rawlings and I didn’t see eye to eye. When he disagreed with
me, he let me know it and wasn’t hesitant to share his views with
others. Still, I remember occasions when we put aside differences
and came together to achieve goals to advance our common
purpose. The purpose and priority of winning people to Christ
always won out in the end with John W. Rawlings.
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first met John Rawlings when I was writing the book The 10
Largest Sunday Schools And What Makes Them Grow. I first
interviewed Harold Henninger of Canton Baptist Temple; he
helped me understand large churches. The second person I interviewed was John Rawlings; he helped me understand pastors of
large churches. The very fact these ten pastors had built the ten
largest churches in America made them giants.
I knew John Rawlings for 44 years, since 1968. He did not
change in all those years. He was big on Landmark Baptist
Temple from the beginning. He was big on evangelism, and
there are many he personally won to Christ, not counting those
who came to Christ under his preaching. There are people all
over Cincinnati who were saved at Landmark, also including
those who heard the message across America through his radio
broadcast. He was big on gospel music, the music that moved
the hearts of those who came to his church, or attended his
evangelistic crusades. But most of all he was big on serving the
Lord. No one ever doubted his obedience to Jesus Christ. Those of
us who knew him could say he loved the Lord his God with all his
heart, with all his mind, and with all his soul.
John Rawlings was big on helping young preachers. He
always had time for them when preachers visited his church. He
wanted to help them build a bigger church.
John Rawlings was a giant who shook up pastors’ meetings.
He spoke at many Baptist Bible Fellowship meetings, both
state and national, not to mention other denominations and
interdenominational meetings. When he spoke everyone got
his point, whether or not they agreed with him. He shook up
lethargic preachers, sometimes they determined to go build a
great church, and sometimes they crossed their arms and rejected
what he said. But John Rawlings was a giant who could not be
ignored, just like no one can ignore a giant when he walks into a
room.
Giants defend their family and friends. The Baptist Bible
Fellowship and fundamentalism in general have lost a great giant
who was a staunch defender of the fundamentals of the faith,
the integrity of the local church, and the American right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
But even giants must die. God has given a life cycle to
everything that grows. There is conception, growth in the womb,
and then birth. There are lessons to be learned of walking,
speaking, running, and in school lessons of fighting for survival.
John Rawlings learned these lessons well. There are lessons about
work, love, marriage, children, and plans for the next generation.
John Rawlings also learned those lessons well. He grew greater
than most men, and more influential than most pastors, and he
lived 99 years, longer than most … and then God took him home.

~ Illustrated Bible Resource Books you’ll use! ~

H. Richard Hester

Exciting Bible Survey Courses
bring the Bible alive!

$24
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Textbooks: OT Guidebook & NT Handbook $14 each + S&H (order min. of 5)
Workbook - $10
OT or NT DVD Thirty Lecture Library
- $55 each
Leader’s Manual - $35
“The best group study course we have ever
had. It changed our people aged 16 to 85!”
A Pastor

“NT Handbook is my “Google” for Bible
study. It unpacks hidden treasures in word
meanings and background info.” A Layman

Contact Temple Baptist Church, P.O. Box 823, El Dorado, KS 67042 Ph. 316-321-3803
Email: templebaptistkan@sbcglobal.net See: www.MissionaryOutpost.com

