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Accessible apologetics
by Keith Bassham | Editor

F

rom the feedback I receive, people are interested in the
apologetics series the Tribune began in the January issue.
Finding material on the subject is not difficult, and any reasonable writer/compiler could do the gathering. What is difficult is
finding that middle ground of usability between the complex
and the reductionist — not too academic, and not too simplistic. Throughout the series, I am trying to make an argument
just as an ordinary person would over a cup of coffee, or across
a student’s desk, or at the water cooler (if there are water coolers nearby). And if I find myself in great waters, I will keep the
lifeguard in sight, and try not to speak about things I can’t wrap
my brain around.
The point I try to make is that it is not so much about winning an argument to bring another person around to your way
of thinking as it is about gaining confidence in your own personal apologetic. After all, Peter tells us to expect that people
will ask a reason for the hope that is within us. What good is
that if we are unsure of the hope ourselves? And perhaps it is
that lack of confidence that accounts for the fact that so few are
asking us about it in the first place.
So, will these articles make you an expert on apologetics?
Not hardly. But they should awaken your interest and give you
the confidence that we believe what we believe for good reason.
Interested in going further into the subject? Good, because
there are treasures within your grasp. One is a book and author
I have used particularly in the “Evidence for God” articles, The
Reason for God by Tim Keller. It was Christianity Today’s Apologetics Book of the Year in 2009. It is available just about everywhere, even at Walmart, written by a pastor with an evangelistic
heart, and while it cannot answer every difficulty or problem in
its few hundred pages, it is very thorough.
And if you don’t mind a ride on the wayback machine,
C. S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity is still good for today. Remember
that it was J. R. R. Tolkein who counseled Lewis shortly before
his conversion from atheism that he was suffering from “a failure of imagination.” Lewis opened his mind, and God opened
his heart. Lewis gives his own account of his conversion in Surprised by Joy, a personal apologetic, if you will.
Christianity Today’s 2010 Apologetic Book of the Year is
God Is Great, God Is Good: Why Believing in God Is Reasonable
and Responsible. You can tell from the title it is meant to be an
answer to the new atheists like Hitchens and Dawkins, and the
authors of the articles are all experts — Habermas, Behe, Craig,
and so on, all names you will see in the apologetics articles in
the Tribune. Not light reading, but it makes some of the best
thinking on the subject accessible to all of us.
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a ro u n d t h e b a p t i s t b i b l e f e l l o w s h i p i n t e r n at i o n a l
presidential perspective

Asking God for
revival

worldwide missions

Opportunities in
our future
by Jon Konnerup | Mission Director

by Mark Hodges | President | BBFI

T

he meetings of the BBFI this year will center on the theme of
“Revival.” If we are really serious about having revival this year, I
believe that there are some questions that we need to ask.
Are we satisfied with the condition of our church? What is
our own personal spiritual state and condition? Are we like the
Laodiceans who said they were rich in their abundance, and that
all was well with them when they failed to realize that they were
poor, wretched, and blind?
The word revival really means to live again. Revival is an experience that can only happen to God’s children. Lost people cannot
be revived because lost people do not have life. You can only revive
life where life has been. We need a revival today. We all know it.
And God wants to give it.
Revival is the sovereign, supernatural movement of God
among his people that comes about as a direct result of their
prayer, repentance, and holiness, all of which results in a fresh
walk with the Lord. To put it simply, it is the manifested presence
of God. God is omnipresent, meaning that He’s always present.
But His manifested presence is when He shows up personally and
powerfully.
Zechariah 10:1 “Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter
rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers
of rain, to every one grass in the field.” I believe Zechariah is referring in part to literal rain. But I think he also is speaking of spiritual blessings outpoured on the people of God. God’s outpoured
blessing is likened to the rain. God says to ask for rain in the time
of the latter rain. Oh, how we need it today! We are to ask for His
showers of blessing to come down upon us.
We are to ask for revival. We read about the showers of blessing in the prophecy of Ezekiel, the time when the spirit of God
sweeps over the land and souls come to the Lord, and the Lord’s
presence becomes so very real. When that happens, people are
convicted and give up their sins and walk with the Lord. The fear
of the Lord comes back. Then Bible reading becomes popular and
prayer becomes paramount. Family altars will once again be set up;
prayer rooms will be in use as God’s people have a burning desire
to call upon the Lord! Charles Finney said, “Revival is a new beginning of obedience to God.”
Can we honestly say that we rejoice in the Lord Jesus with “a
joy unspeakable and full of glory”? Can we say with Paul that to
us “to live is Christ, and to die is gain”? May God give us grace to
examine and be honest with ourselves. E. M. Bounds said, “It is not
great talents or great learning or great preachers that God needs,
but men great in holiness.”
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M

any churches and individuals have already responded to the
need in Haiti after the earthquake devastated the capital city
and other parts of the country, and others are still asking how they
can help. The BBFI has two missionaries on the ground (Wes Land
and Tom Franklin) and one in the U.S. (Susan Perkins) who are
actively involved in relief efforts for thousands of Haitians. These
efforts began immediately, and continue as I write this column.
Due to the overwhelming need in Haiti and the amazing desire
of people in our Fellowship churches, we have set up a plan with our
missionaries to be most effective in our assistance. Right now, we are
in the Relief Phase providing initial assistance of daily needs to help
people get back on their feet with their families. This will continue
for at least one more month. At the same time, we have begun the
Assessment Phase, looking at the best way to prepare for the third
phase — the Rebuilding Phase. This phase will be more long term in
its approach, and it will provide a way for churches to offer hands-on
assistance in the months and years to come. You will receive more
details in the Tribune and on our website, www.bbfimissions.com.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, excitement is building for our first global meeting in a foreign country in February 2011.
This meeting will be hosted by Bible Baptist Church, Cebu City,
Philippines. This church was founded by missionary Bob Hughes
and is now under the leadership of Armie Jesalva.
For 60 years the preachers and churches of the Baptist Bible
Fellowship International have followed God’s leading to reach our
entire world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We want you to join
the many pastors, missionaries, and church leaders from every continent on earth to celebrate what our Lord has done through the
efforts of the Baptist Bible Fellowship International.
We also look to the future with the intent of partnering with other nations to reach out to all the peoples of the world with the gospel.
Other nations are now sending their own missionaries around the
world — many times in very difficult and somewhat closed places.
Together, we must all renew our obedience to the Great Commission
in these days of unprecedented opportunities worldwide.
Everyone who attends will see the big picture of God’s work
around the world through the BBFI. How exciting it will be to see
and meet pastors and missionaries from all over the world who can
trace their faith back to the work of our churches and missionaries!
If you need help with your travel plans, feel free to contact the
BBFI Mission Office. We can help by making travel packages available for groups.
Let’s make sure our pastors and missionaries all have the opportunity to attend this historical event! See you in Cebu in 2011!

church planting

Church planters
sending church
planters

by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

R

ecently, I had a call to be in Mobile, Alabama, on office business. While I was there, I visited Living Water Baptist Church
and Pastor James Richardson. We had a wonderful service and the
fellowship was refreshing and sweet with this good church. Living
Water Baptist was a project we took on about five years ago with
Brother Chuck Ford. We loaned this new church the money to buy
and remodel the building where they presently meet. It would be an
understatement to say this project turned out well. The building is
beautiful and well kept, and the Sunday night I visited, there was a
full house. The pastor and people were faithful with every payment
and paid this 30-year mortgage off in five years. That’s exciting, but
what’s even more exciting is they are sending one of their members
to the next church
planting
school
(April 19-23).
Vic Baxter plans
to launch a new
church in Easton,
Georgia, this July.
This is an example of
God’s plan in action.
Follow the process
and it works. Family Fellowship Baptist
Church birthed Living Water Baptist Church which will birth Trinity Baptist Church this summer.

UPCOMING NCPO EVENTS
Church Planting School
April 19-23 at Canyon Creek Baptist Church, Richardson, Texas, with Pastor
Rick Carter hosting. Come and glean from men like Tom Wagoner, Charles
Lyons, Duke Hergatt, John Arnold, Dave Shaffer, Mark Milioni, Monty Maple,
Keith Bassham, Jim Smith, Jason Todd, Rick Carter, and Wayne Guinn. For
more information, call (417) 889-1017 or email office@bbfincpo.com.

R.P.M. Conference
Plan to join us at Canyon Creek Baptist Church April 19 and 20 to “rev-up”
your heart and ministry. Tom Wagoner will challenge us about Revival. John
Arnold will lead us to Pray. Charles Lyons will help us generate and maintain
Momentum in our ministry. This will be held in conjunction with the Texas State BBFI meeting. Contact Canyon Creek Baptist for information about
lodging. Hope to see you there.

a r e v i va l m o m e n t

Three reasons we
don’t have revival
by Tom Wagoner | Pastor | Central Baptist Church | Dunn, NC

W

e have gotten so used to the normal, the mundane, and even
the dead. That is why when we hear Isaiah cry out to God in
Isaiah 64, “Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens,” it challenges
us. Tear open the heavens, God, that they might know your Name
and that the fire of God would burn again in our churches, our Fellowship, and across our land. Can we really believe God? Can we
take Him at His word and lay hold of His promises that this is His
desire for us?
Vance Havner, using Isaiah 64, gives three reasons we do not
have revival. The first is found in verse 5 which says He “meetest him
that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness.” God abhors our sin and
we have sinned. The first and foremost thing that hinders a great
move of God in revival is our sin, and when we come to grips with
it, it will be a wonderful day. I visit our state fellowships and preach
on sin in the life of men of God and it is disturbing how few people
publicly acknowledge, either at the altar or verbally, that they have
sinned at all. We need to get honest about our sin and do so publicly
that our people might see the pattern of how to repent.
Mr. Havner’s second reason is found in verse 6, a familiar verse
regarding our being unclean things and all of our righteousness as
filthy rags. Havner says our self-righteousness hinders great revival.
The pride and self-magnification that is going on in our churches,
our pulpits, and across our movement is costing us when it comes
to a real move of God. God help us to recognize that there is nothing in any of us, nothing in you or me, except our old man, and the
sin nature, and those things that grieve God apart from the person
and work of the Holy Sprit and Jesus Christ who lives in us. “All our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”
The third reason Mr. Havner gives for why we don’t have revival is something I don’t suppose I have heard anyone say before
(remember, he is a North Carolina preacher). He says we are not
stirring ourselves up. Verse 7 states, “There is none that calleth upon
thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee.” God help
us to do what we need to do, whether we feel like it or not, whether
we are emotionally moved or motivated, to get up, get in the Word
of God, begin a fast, pray, call a solemn assembly, and experience
genuine revival. It is time for us to stir ourselves up. If we are not
stirred up by the things going on around us, let’s get in the prayer
closets and ask God to give us the strength to do what we need to do
and be stirred.

Please send any comments, thoughts, or information you would
like to communicate with the author to cbcdunn@cbcdunn.com.
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Digressions
D i g r e s s i o n s i n c o n t e s t i b l y a r e t h e s u n s h i n e ; t h e y a r e t h e l i fe , t h e s o u l o f r e a d i n g .

Trends among churches

50 years ago...in the Baptist Bible Tribune

1. Multi-site churches According to the book
Multi-Site Roadtrip, an estimated 2,000 churches in
America use the multi-site model. Travis: “If you’re
a large church, you’re thinking multi-site.”
2. Social media According to the Pew Research
Center, 85 percent of 18 to 29-year-olds use
social networking at least once a week. Senior
pastors under 40 who are leading large churches
all use social media. Travis: “This is a radical shift
in how we understand leadership. Fifteen years
ago, pastors were wondering how they could be
less accessible. Today, younger pastors want more
access.”
3. Internet campuses Turnkey

solutions are being
developed that
make it cheap and
accessible for all churches
to incorporate an internet
campus. Travis: “For some this
will be a fad, but for others this
is going to be a big part of their reaching strategy going forward.”

4. Online giving It’s here, and it’s growing.

If churches want to encourage donations from
people in the pews, they’re going to have to provide more natural ways for them to give. Travis:
“Younger leaders recognize that no one carries
cash or checkbooks anymore.”

5. Declining mobility rate Americans have
stopped uprooting (that is, relocating at least 10
miles from their current home) at the pace they
used to. According to a Nielsen study, the percent
of the U.S. population that moves is at an all-time
low. This could spell trouble for churches whose
growth is tied to the turnover rate.
Source: Dave Travis, Christianity Today
International/Leadership Journal, christianitytoday.com
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- L a u r e n c e St e r n e

Story appeared in the March 11, 1960
edition of the Tribune.

Kids in Haiti
Surprising facts about
Christianity around
the world

• Haiti has the highest rates of infant,
under-five and maternal mortality
in the Western hemisphere. Diarrhoea, respiratory infections, malaria,
tuberculosis, and HIV/AIDS are the
leading causes of death.

• This past Sunday, it is possible
that more Christian believers attended church in China than in all
of so-called “Christian Europe.”
Yet in 1970 there were no legally
functioning churches in all of China;
only in 1971 did the communist
regime allow for one Protestant and
one Roman Catholic Church to hold
public worship services, and this
was mostly a concession to visiting Europeans and African students
from Tanzania and Zambia.

• Some 60 percent of people, primarily in rural areas, lack access to
basic health-care services.
• Numerous schools and hospitals have closed because teachers, social
workers, and health providers could not go to work for fear of violence.
• It is estimated that about 5.6 per cent
of people aged 15-49 years old in Haiti
are living with HIV/AIDS. This includes
about 19,000 children. Antiretroviral drugs
are extremely scarce.

• This past Sunday, more Anglicans
attended church in each of Kenya,
South Africa, Tanzania, and Uganda than did Anglicans in Britain
and Canada and Episcopalians in
the United States combined —
and the number of Anglicans in
church in Nigeria was several times
the number in those other African
countries.
• This past Sunday, more Presbyterians were at church in Ghana
than in Scotland, and more were
in congregations of the Uniting
Presbyterian Church of Southern
Africa than in the United States.
• This past Sunday, the churches
with the largest attendance in
England and France had mostly
black congregations. About half
of the churchgoers in London were
African or African-Caribbean. Today,
the largest Christian congregation in
Europe is in Kiev, and it is pastored by a Nigerian of Pentecostal
background.
• This past week in Great Britain,
at least 15,000 Christian foreign
missionaries were hard at work
evangelizing the locals. Most of
these missionaries are from Africa
and Asia.
				
Source: Mark Noll, The New Shape of World
Christianity

• As many as 2,000 children a year are
trafficked to the Dominican Republic,
often with their parents’ support.

			

• Only a little over half of primary
school-age children are enrolled in
school. Less than two percent of children finish secondary school.

• Approximately 1,000 children are working as messengers, spies, and even
soldiers for armed gangs in Port Au Prince.

Source: www.unicef.org

U.S. is most religious in industrialized world

W

ith 89 percent of the population religious and 62 percent highly so, the
United States is the most religious nation
in the industrialized world, according to
an international survey released this week.
Religiosity remains high among all
adult age groups, according to the
Bertelsmann Foundation’s Religion Monitor, and large majorities of Catholics and
Protestants say that their religious beliefs
affect their political views.
In comparison, faith plays a far less
significant role in developed European
countries such as Britain, France, and
Germany.
Dr. Martin Rieger, director of the
Religion Monitor, said the results contradict the view that the world is becoming
increasingly secular.
“The United States demonstrates
that the role of religion does not necessarily decline even when countries have

achieved considerable economic, social
and cultural progress,” he said in a statement.
The survey found that 85 percent of
Americans believe in God and life after
death, 80 percent pray regularly, and 75
percent attend religious services or visit a
place of worship, with half going at least
once a week.
In contrast, 48 percent of Britons, 46
percent of Frenchmen and 28 percent of
Germans and Austrians are non-religious.
Among European nations, only strongly
Catholic Poland and Italy are as religious
as the United States. Globally, American
religiosity ranks between that of Europe’s
industrialized countries and that of developing countries such as Brazil, Guatemala,
and Nigeria.
Source: Matthew Ray Brown on his In Good Faith
blog, published at http://weblogs.baltimoresun.com.
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The existence of god
Part 2

Third article in the series

Wi th Go od R e as on
by Keith Bassham

I

n my last article, I explained that I would
not begin the section on the existence of
God by using the classic formulations (for
instance, explaining the teleological argument,
the anthropological argument, the cosmological argument, etc.). My reasons were basically
two. First, these articles are intended to give
some guidance to the average Christian for
defending his or her faith in ordinary life situations, so I’m less interested in the jargon and
more interested in how the arguments work.
And in the second place, I want to leave
room for a Christian apologetic that demonstrates God. After all, the goal is not to win
a debate about whether God exists, but to
show Him to others as One who deserves their
faith and trust. In other words, our apologetics should ultimately be God-glorifying. Paul
writes to the Colossians, “Walk in wisdom
toward them that are without, redeeming the
time. Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought
to answer every man.” (Colossians 4:5-6)
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Also in the last article, I referenced to Tim
Keller’s idea of a ladder with three rungs, a ladder that takes someone from unbelief to belief.
A person on the first rung will realize that it
takes faith to disbelieve as well as to believe in
God. A person on the second rung in the ladder
sees that it takes more faith to disbelieve than
to believe. And the third rung is where personal
commitment leads to certainty of belief.
Before, we showed that the common arguments against the existence of God are not so
hard to overcome, and that underlying them is
the hidden assumption that believing in God is
a matter of faith while disbelieving is a matter
of science, or reason, or intellect, or whatever
one may want to use as an antonym of believing. The idea there is that it is unreasonable
to have faith in God when there are so many
“proofs” against His existence. The representative “proof” arguments we looked at — the
presence of evil, the misbehavior of believers,
and the lack of proof certain — were answered.
Further, we discover that a good many scientists

believe in God or some other higher power, indicating that science and technology have not
ruled out belief in God. So if all the science and
technology human intellect has gathered in the
past six millennia have not effectively ruled out
the existence of God, disbelief is just that — a
matter of faith.
But how much faith does it take to disbelieve? Keller says it takes more to disbelieve
than to believe. Why is that? Okay, here we
might allow for a little jargon and introduce the
term the anthropic principle. What that means
is that it looks like the universe, or at least
the part we know best, has been designed to
produce and sustain humanity, and Christian
apologists and scientists alike sometimes refer
to the “fine-tuned universe.”
Let’s look at the problem from the other
side, and assume for now God does not exist.
Without God there is no Genesis creation, but
somehow you have to explain how the universe
came to be, and more importantly, you have to
explain how we came to be.

The materialist’s answer is chance. Random events. Everything we know about the
universe — galaxies, stars, planets, and other
astronomical phenomena — and everything we
know about the earth — gravity, light, heat, life
forms — all that we acknowledge to exist is here
because of a series of random natural events.
So, what are the odds that this planet
containing these life forms flourishing in these
physical circumstances arose by chance within
this universe? I will allow Sir Roger Penrose, an
English mathematical physicist and Emeritus
Rouse Ball, Professor of Mathematics at the
Mathematical Institute, University of Oxford,
and Emeritus Fellow of Wadham College,
to give the numbers (I included all the curricula vitae so you would know he was not a
Vegas bookie, by the way). In
his book, Large, Small, and the
Human Mind, he says, referring
to the so-called Big Bang, “What
is the probability that purely by
chance the universe had an initial
singularity even remotely as it
does? The probability is less than
one part in 10 to the 10th power
and this 10th power to the 123rd
power. Where does this estimate
come from? It is derived from a
formula by Jacob Beckenstein and
Stephen Hawking…. What does
this say about the precision that
must be involved in setting up
the Big Bang? It is really very, very
extraordinary…. If I were to put one zero on
each elementary particle in the universe, I still
could not write the number down in full. It is a
stupendous number.”
Charles Edward White, professor of
Christian thought and history at Spring Arbor
University in Michigan, gives a few concrete
examples of the problem:
The fine-tuning of the universe is
shown in the precise strengths of four basic
forces. Gravity is the best known of these
forces and is the weakest, with a relative
strength of 1. Next comes the weak nuclear
force that holds the neutron together. It is
1034 times stronger than gravity but works
only at subatomic distances. Electromagnetism is 1,000 times stronger than the weak
nuclear force, and the strong nuclear force,
which keeps protons together in the nucleus

of an atom, is 100 times stronger yet. If even
one of these forces had a slightly different
strength, the life-sustaining universe we
know would be impossible.
If gravity were slightly stronger, all
stars would be large, like the ones that
produce iron and other heavier elements,
but they would burn out too rapidly for the
development of life. On the other hand,
if gravity were weaker, the stars would
endure, but none would produce the heavier
elements necessary to form planets.
The weak nuclear force controls the
decay of neutrons. If it were stronger, neutrons would decay more rapidly, and there
would be nothing in the universe but hydrogen. However, if this force were weaker, all

the hydrogen would turn into helium and
other elements.
The electromagnetic force binds atoms
to one another to form molecules. If it were
either weaker or stronger, no chemical
bonds would form, so no life could exist.
Finally, the strong nuclear force overcomes the electromagnetic force and allows
the atomic nucleus to exist. Like the weak
nuclear force, changing it would produce
a universe with only hydrogen or with no
hydrogen.
In sum, without planets, hydrogen, and
chemical bonds, there would be no life as we
know it.
Besides these 4 factors, there are at
least 25 others that require pinpoint precision to produce a universe that contains
life. Getting each of them exactly right
suggests the presence of an Intelligent De-

signer. (“God by the Numbers,” Christianity
Today, March 2006. The article is available
at www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/
march/26.44.html.)
The British theoretical physicist Stephen
Hawking summarizes the problem for non-believers in simpler language when he wrote in A
Brief History of Time, “It would be very difficult
to explain why the universe would have begun
in just this way except as the act of God who
intended to create beings like us.” (p. 127)
Granted, all this does not prove the
existence of God, and in fact there have been
several alternative explanations, some of which
include alien activity. But then you have to
explain where they came from and how conditions for their existence
arose… plus if you have
intelligent aliens coming
to earth to engineer the
planet in a precise way, you
are making quite a case for
Intelligent Design.
Alvin Plantinga, the
philosopher I referred to in
an earlier article, makes a
gambling-related point. He
says that if a poker dealer
deals himself 20 straight
hands of four aces, the other
players are going to accuse
him of cheating. It may just
be barely possible that he
dealt those winning hands purely by chance,
but it’s a lot more plausible to believe that he is
cheating. And in the arena of apologetics, the
Penrose numbers and the Hawking summary
make the existence of God a much more plausible explanation for the fine-tuned universe.
So who is taking a greater leap of faith,
the believer or the non-believer? But before
we answer, maybe we can turn our attention to
something else difficult to explain without God
— the sense of moral right and wrong.
William Lane Craig begins the argument,
“In the Judaeo-Christian tradition, the whole
moral duty of man can be summed up in the
two great commandments: First, you shall love
the Lord your God with all your strength and
with all your soul and with all your heart and
with all your mind, and, second, you shall love
your neighbor as yourself. On this foundation we can affirm the objective goodness and
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rightness of love, generosity, self-sacrifice, and
equality, and condemn as objectively evil and
wrong selfishness, hatred, abuse, discrimination, and oppression.”
The atheist or non-believer may counter
this by saying that you don’t have to believe in
God to have love, or generosity, or self-sacrifice,
and so on. Actually, I agree. But the question is
not, can you love or be generous or be sacrificial without believing in God, but is it possible
for these qualities,
and our judgment of
their right-ness, to
exist without God? In
other words, why is
it good to love rather
than to hate another
human? Why is it
right to be generous
and not selfish?
What is the basis
for our convictions
about human rights?
Nature observes the
law of survival of
the fittest — at what
point and why did
humans claim that
nature’s law of fitness
is inappropriate for us
and decide that selfsacrifice (the exact
opposite of survival
of the fittest) was
laudable?
The evolutionist might say that somewhere
along the line, humans decided it was biologically worthy, and maybe even necessary, to be
moral for the survival of the species, and they
created customs and laws in response. One
prominent civil libertarian distrusts all notions
of authority, human or otherwise, declaring
that human rights and a sense of justice is just
“there,” and somehow the race has discovered it.
But is it possible to have a basis for right
and wrong without God? Ethicist Richard
Taylor is just one among those who say no. He
wrote, “The modern age, more or less repudiating the idea of a divine lawgiver, has nevertheless tried to retain the ideas of moral right and
wrong, not noticing that, in casting God aside,
they have also abolished the conditions of
meaningfulness for moral right and wrong as
well. Thus, even educated persons sometimes
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declare that such things as war, or abortion,
or the violation of certain human rights, are
‘morally wrong,’ and they imagine that they
have said something true and significant. Educated people do not need to be told, however,
that questions such as these have never been
answered outside of religion. ….Contemporary
writers in ethics, who blithely discourse upon
moral right and wrong and moral obligation
without any reference to religion, are really just
weaving intellectual
webs from thin air;
which amounts to saying that they discourse
without meaning.”
(Ethics, Faith, and
Reason, pp. 2-3)
The argument for
morality that is just
“there” to be discovered begins to sound
like the notions of
right and wrong arose
from an “accidental”
moral Big Bang. And
if you abandon that
proposal and try to
fall back on another
godless explanation,
say, like biological
evolution, you are
no better off. Keller
argues, “Today we
believe that sacrificing
time, money, emotion,
and even life — especially for someone ‘not of
our kind’ or tribe — is right.… How could that
trait have come down by a process of natural
selection? Such people would have been less
likely to survive and pass on their genes.”
And finally, at the bottom of the equation,
there is an abyss no one wishes to look into:
if there is no God, there is no objective moral
standard of right and wrong.
So here is the question. Is it more likely
that these two facets of our existence, a finetuned universe and our sense of moral right
and wrong, just happened?
Craig concludes, “If God does not exist,
then it is plausible to think that there are no
objective moral values, that we have no moral
duties, and that there is no moral accountability for how we live and act. The horror of such
a morally neutral world is obvious. If, on the

other hand, we hold, as it seems rational to do,
that objective moral values and duties do exist,
then we have good grounds for believing in the
existence of God.”
Good grounds? Laying the fine-tuned
universe down next to the necessity of objective
moral values, we have just examined two large
pieces of evidence to make the existence of God
plausible, evidence that philosopher and theologian R. C. Sproul says is so compelling that a
person has to override the senses to deny Him.
And that is precisely what the Apostle Paul says
happened when he wrote in Romans 1:18 that
humans “hold the truth of God,” meaning they
“hold down” or suppress the truth of God.
That is Keller’s second rung: realization
that it takes more faith to disbelieve than to
believe in God, and yet a person will take that
position all the while declaring that the believer
is the irrational and unreasonable one.
But for those whose minds are open to
the truth of the God who made us, there is the
third rung of Keller’s ladder, the one that takes
us beyond plausibility, beyond probability, and
on to certainty. This only comes with personal
faith.
We have all read and heard the ubiquitous
sermon illustrations about faith. The chair we
must sit in, the jet we must board, the branch
we must cling to else we fall over the cliff… all
pictures of faith in action, and all true; each
one teaching us to “…taste and see that the
LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth
in him.” (Psalm 34:8)
Acknowledging God’s existence is not the
goal here. John 4:23 declares that God is seeking
worshipers, not merely those who assent to his
existence. And that is a partial explanation for
atheism and agnosticism — it is an attempt
to throw out God in order not to be under His
authority, regardless of the evidence for His existence. New York University Professor Thomas
Nagel wrote in 1997, “I want atheism to be true
and am made uneasy by the fact that some of
the most intelligent and well-informed people
I know are religious believers.… It isn’t just that
I don’t believe in God and, naturally, hope that
I’m right in my belief. It’s that I hope there is no
God! I don’t want there to be a God; I don’t want
a universe like that.” (The Last Word, p. 130)
There it is. It comes down to a faith
position on both sides, but which is the more
plausible? You can believe in God, with good
reason.

Updates on the BBFI relief
efforts from missionaries in
Haiti and the BBFI Mission Office

With money given toward Haiti Relief (as of February 2):
1. Over 200 Buckets full of Hope have been made and most are
now in Haiti. The contents can feed a family of four for over
a week and includes a spiritual encouragement letter and a
gospel tract in Creole

Camping out

I am camping out here and have limited or
shared computer access. We have been giving
out food, medical supplies, buckets of hope,
tarps, water, clothes, shoes, tents, diapers, and
other supplies. We have given out more than
10,000 individual meals and we have given direct
aid to 15 churches. We continue to support, supply, inspect, and evaluate the needs of churches
and national pastors, including the churches
affiliated with late missionaries Mel Kirk and
George Leslie Baker.
BBFI Missionary Wes Lane

2. Over $1,000 of medical supplies have been distributed to the
D.A.S.H. clinic on Delmas #48, to Pastor Odvin’s clinic, and to
many pastors who have members with significant injuries
3. Seventy bags of concrete were purchased to begin reinforcing
Pastor Leny’s (Asian Baptist Clearing House) outer church wall
for security purposes
4. A small, used, enclosed truck was purchased for $1,700 to
transport food, shelter, materials, and water from the airport,
etc. to the churches

Hidden dangers

As I travel in with teams from our
church, we are being very careful
and using a lot of discernment. The
government of Haiti and the United
Nations now reports that there could
be as many as 2,000,000 IDP’s (Internally Displaced Persons) and there
is plenty of evidence that people
are hungry. This, combined with the
problems of AIDS, outlaw gangs,
poverty, and voodoo makes the current work in Haiti very challenging.
BBFI Missionary Tom Franklin

5. Over 20 bundles of water, an inverter, several new car batteries,
solar and larger type flashlights have been given out
6. One large eight-man tent has been donated for base camp
operations and for the deaf ministry students in Bro. Funtecha’s
church
7. A used Toyota van was purchased for $3,500 to save money on
transporting groups and supplies into Haiti. Bus tickets, one
way, for groups of seven from Santo Domingo, cost over $1,000
8. Paid armed guard from the Dominican Military to accompany
2,500 pounds of relief supplies
9. Initial gasoline and diesel deposit has been established
10. Several cash offerings to Haitian pastors have been made in
extreme cases
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Assessing needs

Jennings to coordinate Haiti
Rebuilding Phase Stateside

I’ve completed initial evaluations on 16 different churches in the
affected area with quite a few left to go. We are currently working on body recovery at Eglise Baptise de Don Burger and Eglise
Du Tabernacle. We are prioritizing churches’ and members’ needs,
applying for aid from the World Food Program, OCHA (Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), and several NGOs (Non
Governmental Organizations), coordinating and organizing efforts
from different church groups, meeting with key leaders at the
American Embassy, United Nations base, field hospitals and clinics. I
am logging GPS coordinates and elevation data and last night began
contacting specific NGOs that could advise us on low-cost permanent housing that can withstand future earthquakes and hurricanes.
Approximately half of the churches evaluated have been initially classified as destroyed and/or condemned, attendance is down
approximately 50 percent in most of the churches and in several
cases churches cannot have services. I have, in my first group of
initial evaluations, 16 pastors/full-time workers who have lost their
homes and three pastors/full-time workers homes that need repair.
Between 2,000 to 3,000 in these works need food, and approximately 35 percent need shelter. In most cases, everyone has lost their
jobs and all report deaths and/or injuries to church members. One
pastor reported that he has had 26 funerals in the last few weeks. 		
			
BBFI Missionary Tom Franklin

Pastor Dennis Jennings of Cherry Street
Baptist Church, Springfield, Missouri,
has offered to coordinate teams from
U.S. churches for the Rebuilding Phase.
The Mission Office will have an active
role, working side-by-side with Jennings.
Pastors and mission leaders who want to
send a team or join a team this summer to
minister with the Rebuilding Phase should
contact Sally Gritts in the Mission Office at
sally@bbfimissions.com. Updated information is available on the Mission Office
website, www.bbfimissions.com or by following the Mission Office Twitter account.

Mission Office announces plans
for Haiti Rebuilding Phase

BBFI Mission Director Jon Konnerup has announced extended
plans for a Rebuilding Phase
for Haiti. Konnerup says, “Right
now, we are in the Relief Phase,
providing initial assistance for daily
needs. This will continue for at
least one more month. At the same
time, we have begun the Assessment Phase looking at the best
way to prepare for the third phase
— the Rebuilding Phase.”

Haiti - Damage Assessed in Surrounding Towns
LEOGANE
80-90% destroyed
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Population
approximately
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There is an urgent
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water, food and
shelter.

Population
approximately 25,000.
There is an urgent
need for medical
care, water, food and
shelter.

Cabaret

Sources Puantes
Road between
Port-au-Prince
and Leogane
passable with
minor
blockages

Thomazeau

Cornillon

D O M I N I C A N
R E P U B L I C

HAITI

Croix des
Bouquets

PORT-AUPRINCE

Ganthier

Petion Ville

Plaisance
Laval
Gros Morne

Corail
Mare Dejeune

Etang
Saumâtre

La Boule
Mariane

Dufort

Grand
Goave

Nan L'Etang

Fond Diable

Cité Soleil

Mathieu
Sabouce

Beudet

Croix Des Missions

Gressier Carrefour
Leogane
Chavannes

Saint Phard

Fonds Parisien

Belle Fontaine

Kenscoff

St Barthélemy

Furcy

Haut Morne

Fond
Verrettes

Mosemberg
Trouin

OUEST

Marbial
Lucas
Petite
Rivière

La vallee
de Jacmel

La Source
Michel

SUD EST

Jacmel
Cayes Jacmel

Marigot

16 January 2010

Legend

CARREFOUR
40-50% destroyed

Capital city
First admin capital

2,500 - 3,000
2,000 - 2,500
1,500 - 2,000
1,000 - 1,500
800 - 1,000
600 - 800
400 - 600
200 - 400
0 - 200

Baptist Bible Tribune

0

10

20

30

40

Towns
Villages
Port
International boundary
First admin boundary
Main roads
Minor roads

|

JACMEL
50-60%
destroyed
Population
approximately
34,000.

Population
approximately 334,000.
USAR is operating in the
area. There is access to
food and limited access
to water but no access
to medical care. Urgent
needs include medical
care and shelter.
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JIMANÍ, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Convoys are being sent from Jimaní to Port-au-Prince
(approximately a 90-minute journey), coordinated and escorted by
the Dominican Civil Defense and MINUSTAH.

Banane

A field office is being established as a staging/transfer point for
emergency humanitarian supplies and personel.
Disclaimer:The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory,city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries. Reference System:UTM 18N, WGS84. Map datasource: United Nations Cartographic
Section,ESRI, Natural Earth, SRTM. Information sources: USGS, local police, UNDAC.
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Visit: www.reliefweb.int/haiti to access this map and other crisis information.

The story of Gregoire
by Mike Randall

D

oes the gospel of Jesus
Christ really change lives
and people? Does missionary

work make a difference? Are believers living
in a primitive culture genuine? Should we
invest in BBFI missionaries like Elmer and
Mary Deal? An inspirational answer to these
questions is found in the story of Gregoire
(pronounced GREG’-wahr), the first significant conversion in the ministry of Elmer and
Mary Deal.
The Deals were sitting in their first African
home, eating their lunch on a fine April day in
1960, when a short, young African man came to
their open window and asked if they were the
missionaries. Elmer and Mary replied that they
were and invited him in. He was very interested in the word from God and wanted to talk to
Elmer about the gospel of Jesus Christ. He had
walked about 150 miles over several days from
his village on the west side of Lake Tanganyika.
He was looking for the Deals, who lived in the
country, five miles from Albertville/Kalemie, a
town on the western shore of Lake Tanganyika,
in what was then called the Belgian Congo. Elmer wasn’t fluent in Swahili yet, so he instructed him by looking up verses in his English
Bible and having Gregoire find the same verses
in his Swahili Bible. After several hours, Elmer
had prayer with Gregoire and he left.
Gregoire came back for another session
the next day and more on the days following. In this process, the Deals discovered that
Gregoire was the son of a Batabwa tribal witch
doctor and in line to succeed him. Yet, he was
earnestly and seriously interested in the gospel.
On his own each night, Gregoire reviewed
all the Bible verses Elmer showed him. Soon,
despite language limitations, Elmer was able
to lead Gregoire to Christ. On the sixth day
after this process began, Gregoire showed up
at the Deal’s home carrying a large number of
fetishes and idols. He gave them to Elmer and

Mary, held up his Swahili Bible, and said, “I
don’t need these fetishes and idols any more.
All I need is the Word of God.” Deal described
those animistic idols as small clay images that
looked like strange animals. A fetish might be
bird feathers tied together, or a small bottle
with some liquid in it, or the petrified head of
a rooster. Gregoire’s people worshiped these
things, believing they had a spirit that could
help or hurt them.
Immediately, Gregoire began telling
people everywhere what he had learned. He
went on his own to nearby villages, distributing
tracts Elmer gave him and preaching. He won
many to Christ. Elmer continued to disciple
him one on one. Gregoire became part of Deal’s
gospel team to evangelize villages, often being
the featured preacher.
When Gregoire won his younger sister to
the Lord, Elmer rejoiced, but Gregoire’s father
was very displeased. He brought a band of his
followers to Gregoire’s house and demanded
that he renounce Christ. They chanted and
danced around his house. They placed idols
and fetishes on the ground. Gregoire responded
by playing gospel messages in their native dialect on a hand-crank record player Elmer gave
him. Finally, Gregoire came out of his house,
gathered up the idols and fetishes, and dumped
them into an open toilet hole a few yards away.
Incensed, his father and his band cursed Gregoire. Then they left.
Gregoire witnessed to all his family. When
his mother became ill, he brought Elmer to
visit her. As Elmer talked to her, he saw that she
understood more than he expected. Before the
end of their conversation, Elmer led her to the
Lord. She, like Gregoire, immediately shared
her new faith with friends and family. Gregoire
and Elmer were elated. Later she passed away
and Elmer was able to share the gospel with a
large group at her graveside funeral.
During a time of unrest, Baluba tribal
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warriors overran the area where Gregoire lived.
A band of warriors confronted him at his house
and demanded that he, a Batabwa, bathe in
their tribal medicine and thus become one with
them. If he didn’t they threatened to kill him,
his wife, and young son. The Balubas believed
that if they bathed in the “medicine” concocted
by their witch doctor, they would be protected from harm in battle. By this means,
the Balubas conscripted people from other
tribes. Fearing the consequences, Gregoire
submitted.
After that uprising passed, Gregoire
was disturbed and confessed privately to
what he had done. He asked forgiveness
from God, from Elmer, and from the other
Christians. He vowed never to do it again.
A few months later, the Balubas overran the area again, and when he refused to
bathe in their “medicine,” they captured
him. As soon as she could, Gregoire’s
wife, Maria, told Elmer Deal. He immediately
obtained a patrol of ten U.N. troops and began
a search. Just before dark, Deal and the patrol
located Gregoire, along with several other
Christians at the back of a village. Balubas, with
clubs, machetes, and other weapons, stood
aside as a U.N. Major and his patrol freed the
captives. Gregoire explained that they were
captured because they told the Balubas, “We
do not need your medicine because God is
protecting us.”
In the dark of the next morning, Gregoire
was captured again. This time the Balubas
slapped, kicked, and beat him as he was taken
away. They let him and the others go free after

intimidating them and getting a month’s wages
as ransom. Afterward, when Elmer questioned
him, Gregoire quoted Matthew 10:17-20 and
Matthew 5:10-12, “Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and

shall say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for
great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.”
Gregoire grew in his faith and courage.
He became a strong associate in Elmer Deal’s
ministry. Besides village evangelism, Gregoire
preached and helped Deal organize his first
church in Lubeleyi village. He became the first
African pastor of Central Baptist Church of
Albertville/Kalemie. He taught alongside Deal
in the city school and accompanied him to
provide food and other supplies to refugees in
the surrounding area. He was instrumental in
beginning a gospel outreach to the Moba area

and tribe of his birth.
When the Simba rebels took control of Albertville/Kalemie and the surrounding area in
1964, a Simba patrol came to Gregoire’s home
at about 10:00 on a Saturday night and began to
interrogate him about furniture he was storing
for a neighbor whose house had burned down.
The warriors accused Gregoire of stealing
the furniture and took him prisoner. After
beating him for a period of time, they were
incensed by his response and carried him to
the Lukuga River bridge. There, bound hand
and foot, they threw him into the raging
high waters.
Mwanangwa, a Christian that had also
been taken prisoner with Gregoire, said he
overheard the soldiers when they returned
to their post. They said, “We have just killed
a good Christian man. When we would beat
him he would only pray. As we threw him off
the bridge he prayed, “Mungu unisamehe,”
(God forgive me). He went under and came up
and cried this same prayer again. The last time
he came up he prayed, “Mungu pokea roho
yangu,” (God receive my spirit) and was seen
no more. The turbulent, muddy, crocodileinfested waters of the Lukuga River claimed the
life of a great, young Christian preacher. He had
only been a Christian four years, but his life, his
faith, and courage would have a lasting influence for Christ.
Since his death, the story of Gregoire has
become an example and challenge to a whole
generation of Christians in the Congo. Hundreds of other young Africans have picked up
his mantle and carried the gospel to their countrymen. The Gregoire Memorial Baptist Church
in Moba, which was established by a young
man whom Gregoire won to Christ, is still going strong. Deal reports that a large number
from Gregoire’s tribe have accepted Christ and
numbers of churches have been established
among them. In all, through Deal’s ministry,
over 155 new churches have been planted in the
Congo since Gregoire was martyred. Tertullian
was right: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the church.”

Note: For more information about Gregoire and
other inspirational stories about African Christians, read Elmer Deal’s autobiography, Out of
the Mouth of the Lion! Order it at
craigcountybaptist.com or phone 918-256-7255.
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Urban
Current

Center of the action

T

he creak of the ox cart in Thessalonica.
The scream of the traffic cop’s whistle in
New Orleans. The call of the shopkeeper hawking merchandise in Corinth’s bustling
market. The conductor’s baton taps the music
stand calling the rehearsing St. Louis Symphony to attention. The roar of 30,000 throats in
the Aphrodisias stadium. The collective moan
rises from the masses at Wrigley field.
From the moment they said “Come let’s
build a city and a tower that will reach into
heaven…,” cities have been the center of the
action. Okay, the tower of Babel didn’t make it
very far, but the concept seems to be memorialized in the ziggurats of Mesopotamia. The citystate idea persisted for centuries. The ancient
world was run by cities from Babylon to Beijing,
from Antioch to Alexandria. The power, the
ideas, the influence flowed from cities.
Before the archeologists broke the news,
Bible readers knew about Ur, Jericho, and
Nineveh. Who could have known that 2,000
years before Christ, a gathering of people on a
rocky crag called Jerusalem would be the center
of the world’s attention for generations to come.
Ephesus, Athens, and Rome all figure prominently into the story of the early church.
More recently, we have witnessed global
urbanization. The industrial revolution powered a gathering of population in urban centers
growing villages to towns, towns to small cities,
small cities to medium-sized cities, medium to
large, large cities to megalopolises.
Cities run the world. The daily global
chatter is “Beijing said today…,” “Washington
will proceed with its…,” “Moscow is moving
toward….”
There are many kinds of cities: political
cities (Washington D.C., London, Beijing), cul-

tural cities (Paris, Milan, St. Petersburg, Cairo),
cities of entertainment and leisure (Miami, Las
Vegas, Rio), and commercial cities (Hong Kong,
Dubai). These are world-class cities, meaning
they are of such size and influence that they
maintain significant position in the international network of urban centers.
The character of cities is unique. Everything urban is magnified, multiplied, and
intensified. The good. The bad. The ugly. Cities
are centers of culture, education, and technological sophistication.
There are also more sinners per square
inch in cities so the political power tends not to
be of the cleanest sort. The “culture” can show
its dark side quickly. The media can be sleazy.
All of that and more. The density of cities creates potential for anonymity, which can provide
cover for depravity.
Cities do what cities do. Cities function as
distribution engines. Whatever is in them will
be distributed. Urban centers are huge amplifiers. They will amplify whatever is in them.
Cities are sociological hilltops. Whatever is in
them will roll or flow down the hill into the surrounding social structure and culture.
This is precisely why God chose to use cities to evangelize the world. The gospel was first
preached in cities by divine direction. The Holy
Spirit chose cities as the first places for local
churches to be founded, so the power and influence of the gospel would not only impact the
city itself but also be distributed and amplified
from the city. This is what happened. We read
the record and see evidence of the world being
evangelized within 100 years of Christ’s ministry. No web, no wireless communication, no air
travel, no printing presses. How was this incredible feat accomplished? The power of cities.

In God’s plan, in God’s program, in God’s
work, the city is where the action is. If cities are
central to God’s plan, what ramifications are
there for our lives? “But I’m not in a city,” you
say. “I’m not called to the city,” you protest.
You can participate in the activity of God
in and through cities worldwide.
Educate yourself. What is the largest city
close to you? What is the population? Who
is the mayor? Who are some of God’s people in that city?
2. Visit a large city.
3. Vacation in a large city.
4. Get to know some urban Christians.
These days technology makes almost anything possible and fast.
5. Pray for cities and God’s workers in
them. Make a list of the world’s 10 largest
cities and start there.
6. Are there local churches, Christian
ministries, urban Christians who need
financial support who you could help?
7. As you become more knowledgeable, are
there urban ministries you or your
church can partner with in some way?
8. Pursue employment and/or a promotion that takes you toward the city
instead of away from it.
1.

The city is where the action is. We can all
be part of the action, in some way, on some level. It will matter in eternity.

by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church,
Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org
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R

ina’s dad was near death and almost in a coma. His time
was short. While her Muslim family was reading the Quran
to him during his last moments, Rina was whispering in his ear,
“Don’t listen to them, dad. Remember what I told you. All you
have to do is believe in Jesus.” She kept whispering louder and
louder as the readings by her family continued. It was not long
until Rina’s dad passed on into eternity. Where he is today, Rina is
not sure — she can only hope.
This is what it’s like for many Christians who live in the country of Indonesia, the fourth largest populated nation with 240.3
million people. Although it’s home to the world’s largest Muslim
population, it is open to the gospel. Since the mid ‘70s, it has been
illegal to pass out Christian tracts or visit people house to house.
However, there are still limitless opportunities to present the gospel in a country many have considered to be closed.
Today there are two BBFI missionary families serving in
Indonesia. Tom and Janice Crawford were the first to enter in 1973.
Larry and Nancy Quinlan arrived 22 years ago.
Considering the large population of Indonesia, it’s amazing how few independent Baptist missionaries have served there
throughout the years. In January 2010, BBFI President Mark
Hodges and I had the opportunity to visit Indonesia and to speak

Indonesian pastors gather together for a conference
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Jon Konnerup (right) with Larry Quinlan (left) and a small church

at a pastors’ conference attended by over 175 pastors, missionaries, and
Christian workers. Their zeal and commitment was heart stirring, to say the
least, as they often face enormous hostility.
Satan is not happy that the light of Jesus is shining in one of his longtime strongholds. Sometimes church buildings are closed down; however,
the church (the people) just moves to another location and continues
following their Savior. The churches I attended all shared a strong desire
for more missionaries, more training of national pastors and leaders, and a
deep commitment to reach their country for Christ.
The world’s third largest mosque is located in Jakarta, the capitol city
of Indonesia. Every day, five times a day, one can hear the calls to prayer
coming from numerous mosques all over the city. Every time I heard these
calls to prayer I was reminded of Jesus’ call to prayer in Matthew 9:37-38,
“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” I

wonder if we are as faithful in our prayers to the only true and living God as
they are to a false god.
During my entire visit, my prayer was for more laborers to go to this
seemingly “closed” country that, in reality, is a wide-open country. Indonesia has more than 300 ethnic groups and over 17,000 islands, one of which
is the world’s most-populated island. Their language is believed to be one
of the easier languages to learn since it uses the Latin alphabet. God is as
compassionate toward the Indonesian held captive for centuries as He is
toward anyone else in the world. I believe He is calling someone to share
the wonderful story of His love with these millions to ultimately set them
free from captivity and bondage to sin.
Will we be moved with the same compassion that Jesus had for those
He saw as lost without a shepherd? We know the time is short and the
believers in Indonesia are calling for help — help to reach their friends and
families so they won’t feel the hopelessness when they pass on into eternity.
March 2010
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b b f i s c h oo l n e w s
baptist bible college

A refreshing spring
semester
by Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

B

aptist Bible College will celebrate 60 years of service to our Fellowship this coming May. Over those years, countless thousands
of students have walked the halls, listened in class, and received
inspiration in chapel. The story of Baptist Bible College is a story of
people — over 12,000 people who have left this campus to work for
Christ. Many of these men and women are still in full-time ministry
today. Others, while not employed full time by a church, are serving the Lord and their church in a culture that needs the light of
the gospel desperately. The goal of BBC is to train your young men
and women, your best and brightest, in Christian ministry. We want
them to leave this place filled with the Holy Spirit, equipped by a
conservative Christian worldview, and undergirded with a knowledge and ability to study for themselves God’s holy Word. The story
of Baptist Bible College is a story of people.
One such person is our student body president, Lauren Wilcox. Lauren has been married for seven months to her husband,
Oron. They are from Ashland, Ohio, where her father is pastor of
Trinity Baptist Church. She was saved at the age of 12 and surrendered her life to the Lord at Camp Chautauqua under the ministry
of Bruce Humbert during her sophomore year in high school. It was
also at camp that she heard a Baptist Bible College singing group
and decided to visit the college.
Today, Lauren is a senior with a double major in both business
management and elementary education. She also plays on the girls’
basketball team and is student council president. About her time
at BBC, Lauren states, “During the past four years I have grown tremendously as a Christian and as a person. We receive instruction in
the classroom, but we are also challenged to put what we’ve learned
into action. When missionaries come, we are challenged to move
outside our little world to the lost. We see how
ministry can be done creatively. And one of the
biggest blessings is that I have made friends for
life during my time here.”
After graduation in May, Lauren and Oron
plan to pursue their dream of beginning a nonprofit construction company that will help missionaries on the field complete their facility
needs at a low cost.
Oron and Lauren are just two of 466
undergraduate students on campus this semester. Combined with
79 students enrolled in the graduate programs, the total enrollment
for the semester is 545. All are students that you have sent us to
mold and train to serve Christ. I continually challenge our faculty to
know our students by name and by story, because every name and
every story is important to God’s plan.
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Where was Jesus during the socalled “silent years” of His life?
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He doing?
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facts, the author
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beginning of His
ministry at age 30.
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Your Degree
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No set residency requirements
Open enrollment – Start anytime
Easy transfer of credits
$98.00 per semester hour –
interest free payments
Conservative in Doctrine –
Progressive in methodology
Study on-line, on-campus, or
through distance education
Outstanding alumni
Approved school of the Baptist
Bible Fellowship International
BACHELOR, MASTER,
AND DOCTORATE DEGREE
PROGRAMS.

Louisiana Baptist University and
Theological Seminary
“FOUNDED IN
1973”

6301 Westport Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71129
(318) 686-2360 www.lbu.edu

“

As Tina opens her heart
to share lessons from her
own life, we are encouraged
by the blessings of a life
surrendered to God and
His perfect timing...

This is a study that will
challenge, encourage, and
bless women of all ages.

”

Emily Baines
$13.99

ISBN: 978-0-9771964-6-3

- Can be used as a weekly Bible study or Sunday School curriculum
- Each chapter contains a lesson, study sheet, and homework sheet
- 8.5 x 11 spiral bound

www.waitingpatientlyforthelord.web.officelive.com

b o s to n b a pt i s t c o l l e g e

Harry Boyle with
the Lord
by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College

J

ust a few days ago, our chancellor, our much-loved former president, and the best friend Boston Baptist College has ever had,
Dr. Harry Boyle, went to Heaven. He had fought numerous serious
health issues for years, but his passing still caught us off guard. Just
days earlier we joked to each other on the phone. Now, days after his
death, I just don’t know what to say.
I want you to know what a contribution Bro. Boyle made. I would
like to find some way to explain it. You surely know that he was the
president of our college for almost 20 years. Those were largely very
difficult years, trying to mature our college to stability. The short of
it is that he simply would not let us fail. As I have thought about it
since that Thursday morning, I have come to conclude that perhaps
no other person had the potential (humanly speaking) to grow up
Boston Baptist College. Bro. Boyle had the strength of his own ministry at Grace Baptist Church in Portland, Maine, he had the reputation among preachers, he had the strength and tenacity to see it
through, and he had the heart to make it happen. It is all even more
impressive to me now, somehow, than it has ever been before. I wish
I could explain it better to you, but I just don’t know what to say.
Our campus is just not the same. I cannot really grasp yet that
Bro. Boyle will never come back to his office across the hall, that he
will never poke his head in my door and say, “Hey, buddy!” with that
big smile of his, that he will never again mingle again with our students, poking guys in the ribs, giving grandfatherly hugs to young
ladies, creating smiles all around. I wish I had some way to do justice
in explaining the hole this leaves in our college family. I just don’t
know what to say.
I am already thinking about commencement in May. I have no
memory, none, of a graduate from this college not standing on the
platform getting a diploma from Dr. Boyle. I still have to figure out
how somebody can finish at Boston without that. He stood there
handing out diplomas with a particular joy, and then if the graduate
was from Portland, oh boy, forget protocol. I remember one young
lady in particular... I wouldn’t be surprised if Bro. Boyle had paid for
most of her education personally. She didn’t get a handshake with
her diploma... I thought they would squeeze each other in half —
they were both so full of joy. What am I supposed to do to make
up for that experience for the class of 2010 and all those who come
after? I don’t know what to do. I don’t know what to say.
How about this, who of the Boston students who went to Italy
on a study trip with Bro. Boyle can ever forget him reading II Timothy 4 to us in the ruins of Nero’s Judgment Hall on the top of the
Palatine Hill in Rome? His voice cracked as he read, “I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” Nobody
who was there will ever forget that memory. I cannot tell you what
(continued on page 20)
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(Boyle continued)

that moment was like.
Harry Boyle was a preacher’s preacher. He
was a people’s pastor. Boston Baptist College will
forever be indebted to Grace Baptist for sharing

Pastor Boyle with us. His impact on staff and
students alike simply cannot be measured —
really it was his impact on everybody he met.
My 13-year-old, Samuel, had a special friendship

with Dr. Boyle. Sam publicly proclaimed at a
banquet last year that he was Dr. Boyle’s favorite.
People laughed, but they did have something
really cool between them. A young boy and a
legend. I picked up Samuel from school the day
Dr. Boyle went to be with the Lord, still grasping
for some way to tell my son the news. Samuel
jumped in the car, and before I could get a syllable through the lump in my throat, my boy said,
“I know, I got an email on my phone.” Then the
tears came — for both of us, and countless others around the globe. None of us know what to
say. There just are no words.

Baptist Bible College invites applications
and nominations for the position of
Director of the G. B. Vick Memorial Library
beginning July 1, 2010 or earlier.
The Director holds faculty status and reports directly
to the Dean of Academic Affairs. Applicant should
have a master’s degree in Library and Information
Studies or equivalent. Academic library and
supervisory experience preferred.

For more information, see www.gobbc.edu/positions.
Direct questions to Gregory T. Christopher, Ph.D.,
Dean of Academic Affairs.

Looking for

flexibility

in your Adult Bible Studies and Small Groups?
Life Design adult Bible
studies from RBP are
intensely Biblical,
intentionally practical,
and incredibly flexible
for use in small groups
or the classroom.

More than 15 titles
to choose from!

To learn more, visit www.rbpAdultMinistries.org
800.727.4440 • Canada 800.366.8004
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fellowship news

Children’s ministry training at Cool Kids Kollege
Miamisburg, OH
Cool Kids Kollege, held at the Chautauqua Youth
Camp, will take place March 19-20. Hosted by
Steve Harney and Cool Kids Ministries, this college weekend is for those interested in children’s
ministry.
This year’s theme is “Working On, Not Just
In” children’s ministry. “It is designed to get us all
to take a step back and look at what we are doing
and ask ourselves a simple question, ‘Is this working?’ If it isn’t,” says Harney, “then what can we do
to change it and make it better?”
Fifteen speakers from across the nation will
share their expertise on how to be better prepared, equipped, and excited to reach this generation. The speakers include Ronnie Caldwell,
Scott Phillips (head of the children’s ministry department at Liberty University), Sheldon Rhodes,
Greg Hamilton, Jill Harrington, Dave Hill, the
One Team, the E-Team, and Soul Patrol. They
will cover topics such as having a successful afterschool program, getting into the public school to
minister to students, being an effective storytell-

er, using technology in the classroom including
creating videos and graphics, reaching parents,
disciplining children effectively, organizing records, creating an E-Team (children evangelizing other children), and training children how to
minister and serve while they are young.
This year’s attendance is expected to surpass

Texas BBF meets in Galveston
Galveston, TX
Part of the crowd of about 175
preachers and wives who attended
the January Texas BBF meeting
at Moody Gardens in Galveston,
Texas, January 18-20.The event
included a banquet Monday evening, workshops, worship services,
shopping outings, and golf. Special
guest preacher for the event was
Larry Upchurch of MidWay Baptist
Church in Raleigh, North Carolina,
who spoke on stewardship. Guests
stayed at the Moody Gardens Hotel
and Spa Resort. Rick Carter is the
chairman of the Texas BBF.

BETH-EDEN BIBLE CAMP
Conway, Missouri

Evangelist Don Brown, Founder
Rev. Terry Brown, Administrator

June 7-11

Junior Camp

last year’s record-breaking 220. For more information, go to www.coolkidskollege.com or contact Steve Harney at (606) 305-4218 or steve@
coolkidsministries.com.
Kid Kollege West will take place November 5-6 at Baptist Bible College in Springfield,
Missouri.

Ages 8-12

Teen Camp

RUN to WIN
in 2010
I Corinthians 9:24

Speakers for Junior Camp June 7-11 are Rev. Terry
Brown and Rev. Malachi O'Brien with Music Ministry led
by Beth Atchison
SPECIAL DRAMA presented on Monday and Thursday
evening with BREAK of DAY Drama Ministries from
Graceway Baptist Church in Springfield, Missouri.

July 5-9

Theme--

Ages 13 and up

The Teen Camp speaker is Rev. Reno Likins
and the Music Ministry will be led by
Dr. Jerry and Carol Burton of Rittman, Ohio.

For camp information, call (417) 887-3396, (417) 300-6533, or
(417) 962-0333 or visit www.bethedenbiblecamp.com

• Cost is $ 125.00 per camper
• Speakers will teach and preach from KJV
• Great Food with Chef Ed Bucy
• Beth-Eden is located one hour northeast
of Springfield, Missouri
Call today for reservations or contact us at
www.bethedenbiblecamp.com
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Nebraska pastor leads chaplain’s
conference in El Salvador
Lincoln, NE
Pastor Gary Fuller of Gentle Shepherd Baptist in Lincoln, Nebraska, led a symposium of
police chaplains in El Salvador while visiting
Central America in January.
Fuller was visiting missionary Herbert
Breucop when called upon to address the Capellan Policial Cristiano (The Christian Police
Chaplains of El Salvador) Wednesday, January
20, in the central police station of the country.
During his three-hour presentation, he
challenged the 60 police employees in attendance, including the social services department,
administrators, chaplains, officers, and swat

Lawrences
celebrate
50th wedding
anniversary
Hattiesburg, MS
Grant “Larry” and Faye Lawrence celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on December 24 with their children and grandchildren.
Lawrence has pastored churches in Ohio, Indiana, Virginia, and Mississippi. He has been the
pastor of Manchester Road Baptist Church in
Franklin, Ohio, for nine years.
Grant and Faye graduated from Baptist
Bible College in 1969 and 1970. He has served
the Baptist Bible Fellowship in different capacities throughout his years of ministry, including
as the academic dean of Atlantic Baptist Bible
College.
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team members, to enhance the police effectiveness and esteem in the community by following up with victims of crime,
offering assistance, services, spiritual
help, youth work, counseling, transportation, pastoral, and other practical services to the citizenry.
Nebraska pastor and police chaplain Gary Fuller praying
According to Fuller, the country’s
with an El Salvadoran police department employee. Fuller
spoke to Capellan Policial Cristiano during his mission trip
chief of police asked him to plant the
to Central America in January.
seed of community ministry, or what
Fuller calls “a ministry of presence.” Fuller re- social workers seemed overwhelmed by their
ports that what began as a presentation of the task, and several came forward in an invitation
model used by his home chaplaincy corps be- for special prayer and to ask for the Lord’s power
came a revival service complete with praise, upon their ministry.
worship, singing, preaching, and special prayer.
The Policia Civil Nacional (National Civil
Two chaplains who were present minister to po- Police) and the Capellan Policial Cristiano inlice in areas where witchcraft is rampant. The vited Fuller back for another seminar next year.

BBC Alumni Association Concert

March 11
7:00 PM

eaker

Guest sp

Aa

ron Cavin

Tickets available through the BBC Bookstore
Call 417.268.6004 for tickets

featuring music by

Charlie Hall
Robbie Seay Band
Scarlet

fellowship news

Lighthouse church plant chartered in Ohio
Xenia, OH
Lighthouse Baptist Church in Xenia, a church plant from Lighthouse Baptist Church in Chillicothe, Ohio, chartered on Sunday,
January 31, with 101 members.
Since the church’s inception
in August 2009, Lighthouse has
had 216 people saved, 39 follow the
Lord in baptism, and 537 recorded first-time visitors. Sunday morning attendance has averaged
over 130 people and the church is now self-supporting with a full-time pastor and has a weekly

average offering of over $2,300.
After Josh Bevan and his wife, Candace,
graduated from Baptist Bible College in 2003,
they moved to Chillicothe, Ohio, to help start
the Chillicothe Lighthouse Baptist Church with
Pastor Ryan Bevan. For the next six years, Josh
served as the youth minister and assistant pastor
there. In the spring of 2008, Josh and Candace
felt God calling them to start a church in Xenia
and they surrendered to that call.
Bevan was ordained in January 2009 and
in June of that year he and his family moved to
Xenia. That summer, with the help of other fellowship churches, they began to canvass the city
and within three weeks held their first Wednesday Bible study with 31 people in attendance.
The church began holding Sunday after-

Save the date!

November 1-4, 2010

Come be a part of an exciting week of activity focusing on World Evangelism through Church Planting.
Each morning, over a dozen men experienced in the
areas of missions and church planting will present
practical and encouraging seminars designed for:
• Missionary Evangelists
• Church Staff
• Pastors

• Deacons
• Men and Ladies
• High School & College Students

Each evening, join us for uplifting services full of special music, missionary presentations,
college groups, and solid preaching from the Word of God on the importance of missions.

F
B

T emple
ICWE-Tribune Ad.indd 1

noon services in August in the 1500-square-foot
conference room of the Holiday Inn. They rented a room for the nursery and the junior church
and youth classes met in separate locations in
a dining area. By the end of August, they averaged 87 people in attendance with a high of 107,
and had had 165 first-time visitors “After starting with just eight people from the church in
Chillicothe, including my family of five along
with Eric and Ashley Woodworth and Gavin Anderson, God quickly began to show His desire to
see a church started in the city of Xenia,” states
Bevan.
In September, Lighthouse began holding
Sunday morning and evening services. Their
Grand Opening service took place September 6
with a gospel concert by “Soul’d Out Quartet”.
There were 170 people in attendance that morning and 40 first-time visitors.
“My wife and I had prayed for the last year
that 100 people would come to know Christ by
the Grand Opening service,” says Bevan. “God
not only answered that prayer, but exceeded it
by allowing us to see 119 souls call out to Christ
for salvation by the Grand Opening!”
The church outgrew the Holiday Inn, so in
September they moved to the Greene County
Fairgrounds Dining Hall. This new location offered more then twice the room for $7 more a
week.
Bevan praises God for the work He has
done and says that with the help and support of
the Ohio Baptist Bible Fellowship along with 20
other churches who sent financial support, God
has planted and established an exciting and
thriving new church in Xenia.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-323-8100 • www.FBTministries.org
Registration begins March 1.

1/15/2010 1:19:20 PM
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Adrian celebrates 50 years in ministry, 22 at TRBC
Phoenix, AZ
On January 24, 2010, special services were held
to celebrate Ken and Judy Adrian’s 22 years of
service at Thomas Road Baptist Church and 50
years in the gospel ministry. During the celebration, Ken Adrian passed the baton of senior
pastor to his associate, Daniel Dennis. Adrian
will stay on at TRBC and take the position of
teaching pastor.
The Adrians were honored with video congratuations from Jan Brewer (governor of Arizon), David Stokes (pastor of Fair Oaks Church,
Fair Oaks, Virginia), and Keith Gandy (missionary to Germany), along with a short video of
their 50 years in ministry. The chairman of the
deacons made several presentations on behalf
of the church, which included an Acura RL, a
mission trip to the Philippines to minister with
Greg Lyons, and a Hawaiian vacation on their
return route.
Tim Adrian, Ken and Judy’s son and pastor
of Westside Baptist Church, Hutchinson, Kansas, preached on “Some things change while
other things stay the same” from Joshua 1. After
the morning service, hors d’oeuvres were served
along with a meal. Several pastors helped celebrate with the congregation, including Kent
and Julie York and missionaries Leonard and
Susie Smith.
Daniel Dennis began working at Thomas
Road Baptist church under Ken Adrian in 2006.
He was a saved as a young boy at Sandusky
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Baptist Temple, where his dad, Russell Dennis,
pastored (now pastored by Wally Gilbert). He
attended Heritage Baptist College in Indianapolis where he worked until 2003. He moved to
the Phoenix area to be the principal of Palm’s
Academy where he served until becoming the
associate at TRBC.
The Adrians (right) with the Dennises

HYMNS
AND SPIRITUALS
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Enjoy the sweetest music this side of Heaven on this
album featuring 30 of your all-time favorite hymns
beautifully arranged and performed by the worldrenown Los Angeles Philharmonic Trombones.

samples available at www.cdbaby.com/cd/laptromb
INCLUDES

Rock of Ages • Amazing Grace
Shall We Gather At The River
How Great Thou Art

$15

(includes S/H)

Makes a gr
eat
fund-raiser
with
rates as low
as
$8/100 un
its an
$5/1000 un d
its.

To order, call 818-599-6986 or
email slidearea@dslextreme.com
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Iowa church celebrates debt-free status
Ames, IA
Heartland Baptist Church in Ames,
Iowa, celebrated “Victory Sunday”
January 31 as they burned their
mortgage, retiring $1 million of
debt on land and buildings. With
almost 600 in attendance, the
crowd included the church’s bank
president and Ames’s mayor. Pastor
Randy Abell related how “the Lord
has blessed and provided even in
tough economic times and a very harsh winter.”
He also thanked God “for the many souls that
have been saved and added to the church in the
last seven years.”
Randy graduated from Baptist Bible Graduate School in 2003 and restarted a church of
12 adults, adding Baptist to the congregation’s
name and remodeling an old auction barn on
the north side of Ames. Since then, the church

has twice built structural additions and average
attendance has climbed to over 400. Heartland
also started a Christian school and a Bible institute, and the congregation supports over
30 missionaries and is very involved in Iowa
church planting.
Abell says the church will now begin praying for what the Lord would want next as their
current buildings are already overflowing. Abell

thanked the church for their faithfulness, and
he mentioned appreciation for his wife for allowing him to work long hours over the last
seven years. He also thanked the Iowa Baptist
Bible Fellowship for an interest-free loan he received when he first arrived in Ames. He said,
“I am thankful for all the wonderful friendships
in the BBF that have helped lead our church to
victory!

Don Elmore and Temple Baptist celebrate 30 years
Springdale, AR

Good news, bad news for Keller missionary family

MISSIONARY LE T TER

MISSIONARY LE T TER

Temple Baptist Church of Springdale, Arkansas, celebrated the 30th anniversary of Don Elmore serving as their pastor December 20, 2009. As
a surprise gift, the church gave Don and his wife, Lona, a trip to Branson
and revealed plans to build a shop building in the back yard of the pastor’s
home. Don says, “It was a very sweet day and the love of this people is overwhelming. It is a delight to pastor this people.” In the photo, Pastor Elmore
(center) poses with some of his deacons.

Sam and Karen Keller — Australia
Last year had some good news and bad news. It
started out with the bad news: in February 2009,
Karen was told she had only three months to live.
She was in stage four of liver failure, and any kind
of infection would be fatal for her. She was in the
hospital ER nine times in the first six months of the
year, and in three of those she was not expected to
live. She was disoriented, weak, and getting worse.
Then the good news: due to the generosity
and prayer of our supporting churches, our family,
and many friends, she was able to go a doctor right

here in New Mexico who was having some great
success with a new treatment of the liver. He has
been used of God to restore Karen’s liver. On her
last test, her liver function was in low normal range.
She has been going to him once a month since the
initial treatment of two weeks, and he has now cut
it down to once every two months!
All of this has come at a high price, and not
only financially ($1,500 each trip) but in time and
energy. I have not been able to travel and report
to our churches, although I have been in several

conferences, and late last year Karen was able to go
with me to one.
While we were on the field, our sending church
was able to make up our lack of support due to
attrition, but that is not possible now, and we are
in great need of added support. Please continue to
pray for us, and if you need a veteran missionary in
your mission conference, I am now available and
Karen might be able to go some.
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with the lord

A. Lucius (Lou) Hill

Ralph Van Nortwick

Nampa, ID

Hamilton, OH

BBFI pastor A. Lucius (Lou)
Hill left this life January 28,
2010 at 64 years of age after a
battle with bladder cancer. He
was born January 15, 1946, in
Amarillo, Texas. Lou married his wife, Pamela,
in June 12, 1966. He pastored four churches in
the U.S. during the last 30 years and led each of
them to be strong, mission-minded churches.
His heart for missions and his belief that missions is the primary job of the church played a
strong part in his willingness to answer God’s
call to be the Executive Director of Balkan States
Ministries.
Lou is survived by his wife of 43 years, three
daughters, and nine grandchildren. Memorial services were held January 30 at Bridgepoint
Church, Boise, Idaho, and February 5 at Lakewood Baptist Church, Irving, Texas.

Ralph Van Nortwick, member of the first graduating class of Fundamental
Baptist Bible Institute in
Ft. Worth, Texas, in 1940,
passed from this life January 21, 2010, at the age
of 100 years. He was born November 22, 1909, in
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, and married Lucile
E. Mack in Schenectady, New York, in 1934.
He prepared for the ministry in Ft. Worth,
and the couple moved to Hamilton, Ohio, in
1952, when he started the Lindenwald Baptist
Church where he was the pastor for 25 years. He
has maintained an active ministry throughout
life. He recently celebrated his 100th birthday
with a reception of family and friends. He is survived by his children, 9 grandchildren, and 14
great grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Lucile Van Nortwick, April 8, 1999.
A memorial service was held January 25 at
Lindenwald Baptist Church in Fairfield, Ohio,
with Andy Olinger officiating.

Elmer Dealʼs Autobiography
Out of the Mouth of the Lion, volume one (226 pages), is the rst-person account of Elmer and Mary
Deal’s lives and dynamic ministry through 1964. Includes dramatic stories of winning Africans to
Christ, survival when their residence was red upon, escape from Baluba warriors, evacuations,
Mary’s near-fatal illness and the tragic martyrdom of two key leaders in their ministry.

“…one of the greatest
missionary stories
ever written.”
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Boonstra, former BBFI Mission Director

“…outstanding biography.”
Mike Haley, Pastor of Hallmark Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas

“…describes the true
spirit of pioneer
missionary service…
a must read.”
David and Barbara Lingo, Missions faculty, Baptist Bible College

$15 per copy plus S & H
Order your copy online at www.craigcountybaptist.com (Credit cards accepted via
Paypal) or by phone at (918) 256-7255 or mail to Craig County Baptist
Church, 1517 E. Country Club Drive, Vinita, OK 74301.
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John Pursselley
Bolivar, MO

John Robert Pursselley of
Pleasant Hope joined his
Lord Tuesday, February 2,
2010, at the age of 82. He
was born November 14, 1927,
near Bolivar, and married Ruth Billingsly April
5, 1950. The couple bore three children, Robbi,
Krista, and Scott.
He spent more than 50 years in the ministry
as a pastor, missionary, teacher at Baptist Bible
College in Springfield, and president of Baptist
Bible College of Great Britain. He was a World
War II U. S. Army veteran. Survivors include his
wife, Ruth, of the home; his three children and
their spouses; 10 grandchildren; and 16 greatgrandchildren.
Memorial services were held February 5, at
Berean Baptist Church in Bolivar with sons-in-law
David Almanzar and Kenneth Dowell officiating.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may
be made to the church building fund at Iglesia
Bautista Amistad, Managua, Nicaragua.

with the lord

Harry Boyle

Don Brown
Springfield, MO

Portland, ME

BBFI evangelist Donald Lee
Brown, of Springfield, Missouri, went home to be with
the Lord on January 12, 2010,
at the age of 85 years. Don
was born in Richwoods, Missouri,
September 8, 1924.
Don accepted the Lord at the age of 13
in a Methodist revival. He surrendered to the
ministry service in the late ‘40s, and began his
ministry in Buffalo, Missouri, where he started
Bible Baptist Church in 1950. He also pastored
Calvary Baptist Church in Chickasha, Oklahoma, before going into full-time evangelism.
Don preached in revivals, mission conferences,
and youth camps and served as an interim pastor all across the country. He was instrumental
in starting 67 new works and saw many souls
come to the Lord through his evangelism ministry. He founded Beth-Eden Bible Camp in 1973
in Conway, Missouri, where over 4,100 people

Hand to Hand Gospel
Our low prices help you reach more people with the gospel

Door Hangers • Mini Posters • True Witness Cards
Ministry Magnets • Custom Church Greeting Cards

ticm@centurytel.net
Kendall Fortner

417-300-0046

Is your church
in compliance
with the IRS?

have been saved and countless others have surrendered their lives to Christian service.
Don was married to Edna “Nita” Hightower in 1945. They shared 45 years together before
Nita’s death in 1990. To this union was born one
son, Terry. Don was married the last 18 years of
his life to his wife, Anne, who preceded him in
death on October 27, 2009. He is survived by
his son and daughter-in-law, Terry and Elizabeth Brown of Cabool; six grandchildren; one
sister; seven great-grandchildren; numerous
nephews and nieces; many friends and loved
ones. He served in the Merchant Marines during World War II.
A memorial service was held January 16,
2010, in Springfield, Missouri, with Larry Hargus, Jim Fryer, and John Day officiating. In lieu
of flowers, contributions can be made to the
Beth-Eden Bible Camp Memorial Fund, 1510
Timber Drive, Cabool, Missouri 65689.

Beautiful Christian, patriotic, military neckties.

$15 value - Cost $6

		

Christian Spanish neckties - Cost $7
Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a
Medicine - Cost $6 (1,200 sold)

1410 E. Kearney St., Suite D, Springfield, MO 65803

We specialize in church
and minister tax and
accounting services.

Ministerial Tax
Preparation
Church Payroll
Processing
Compliance Checks
Call toll free

1.800.920.3238
or

SERVICIN
G
ALL 50
STATES

417.863.6303

BBFI pastor and Boston
Baptist College Chancellor Harry Raymond Boyle
was promoted to Heaven
February 4, 2010.
He was born in South Portland, Maine,
on March 2, 1936, and grew up on Peaks Island
across the bay from Portland, Maine. He was
saved while serving in the U.S. Air Force. While
he was stationed in Amarillo, Texas, he met
his future wife, Georgia Yancy, at Grace Baptist
Church of Amarillo. After their marriage in 1958,
the Boyles served on the staff of Grace Baptist
under Pastor M. O. Garner. In Amarillo, Boyle
earned both a bachelor and masters degree
from West Texas State University and was later
granted a Doctor of Divinity from Faith Baptist
Seminary.
In June 1970, the Boyles moved their young
family back to Portland, Maine, to plant Grace
Baptist Church, a church Boyle pastored until
his retirement in November 2008. He continued
to preach and teach at area churches until his
death.
When the Baptist Bible Fellowship started a
college (Baptist Bible Institute/College East) in
Shrub Oak, New York, Boyle was involved. He
became vice president of BBCE in December
1979. In February 1985, Boyle became president
some years after the move to Boston. He held
this office until May 2006, when he was named
chancellor of the college.
Boyle was a leader of the Baptist Bible Fellowship of Maine, serving as its chairman on
many occasions. He was also instrumental in
the planting of many young churches throughout Maine and New England. Missions was near
to Boyle’s heart, so much so that in lieu of flowers, the family has requested that donations
be made to the Grace Baptist Church Missions
Fund for distribution, in Harry Boyle’s name,
throughout the world. (Grace Baptist Church,
476 Summit St., Portland, ME 04103-1619)
Chancellor Boyle is survived by his wife,
Georgia, four children, and eight grandchildren.
He is also survived by generations of spiritual
children who love and treasure the legacy he
passed on to so many.
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tribune
classifieds

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject
to approval of the Baptist Bible Tribune.
Advertising in the BBT does not necessarily
imply the endorsement of the publisher. To
place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your
Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years’ experience rebinding and repairing Bibles.
Contact Joe Gleason, 2256 E. Nora,
Springfield, Missouri 65803, for prices.
(417) 865-3823.

Religious books for sale List sent
email dudley1@fidnet.com Evangelist Bill
Dudley, 1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO
65536, (417) 532-2665.
www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Christian Home-Based Business
High Tech Manufacturer offers unique
opportunity for Christian family homebased business. Call 888-298-0157
for recorded message and complete
information.

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling,
P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766
(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com
www.swillingpublications.org

Free income tax preparation for
clergy and religious workers. Federal and
state returns prepared and e-filing available. Faith-based ministry. www.ClergyTaxes.com or Clergy/Taxes@aol.com.

Hawaii! Couples-Honeymoon or
Retreat! $1,500 a week! Includes
room and board! Call 888-762-7424!

Seeking qualified pastor for senior
pastor position Grace Baptist Temple,
Bloomington, IN. Please send resume
to Grace Baptist Temple, 2320 N. Smith

Evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fellowship Directory
for $10 per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.
L. J. Woodard • Midnight Hour Ministries

|

Chairman or email to
jerrybrumm@yahoo.com

PO Box 1331, Clarksville, AR 72830
Phone: 479.292.0330

P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379.
Phone: 972.509.9240 www.thereapers.com

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries

Randy Hogue • Randy Hogue Ministries

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries

PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338 www.randyhogue.org

PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117 www.olivetreeministry.org

5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056.
Phone: 469.384.2120 Cell: 469.964.9796
Email: EvangelistRC@juno.com
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Thomas Ray • The Reapers

Pike, Blgtn., IN 47404 c/o Pulpit Comm.
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Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
P.O. Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200 www.darttmusic.com

Church Ads

ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd.,

Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

• Winter Haven Baptist Church,

1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D.
Hodges

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500
Airport Rd., Oxford, AL 36203,
256/831-3333 www.trinityoxford.org.
Pastor Bud Grinstead

• New Testament Baptist Church,

• Maranatha Baptist Church,

mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221,
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple,

6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage,
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church,
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel
Dennis

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway

49 and Redbud (location only),
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle, 1329 South

Hope St., Los Angeles, CA 90015,
213/744-9999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. sermon manuscripts at www.
realconversion.com

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460
Palm Ave., San Diego, CA 92154,
619/424-7870 Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church,
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-

• First Coast Baptist Church,

7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173,
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd
• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL
34209, 941-795-3767 Pastor R. C.
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954, 941-625-1273 Pastor William
K. Bales
• First Baptist Coconut Creek,

formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church,

3906 Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL
32505-4107. 850/432-6969 Sr. Pastor
Robert Reierson, Co-pastor Allen
Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123

Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958.
772/589-5047
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• Central Fellowship Baptist
Church and Academy, 8460

Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon
GA 31216. 478/781-2981
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

• Camp Creek Baptist Church

1761 Camp Creek Rd, Cornelia, GA
30531, 706/778-0622,
www.campcreek.org

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church,

94-1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI
96797. 808/677-0731 Pastor Steven
C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411

Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park,
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce
Humbert

IOWA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church

1690 Elm St., Suite 175, Dubuque,
IA 52001, 563/584-9040, www.
lighthouseofdbq.org

• Heartland Baptist Church

3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor
Randy Abell

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield,

KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church

2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church,

2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor
Danny Gardner

NEW MEXICO
• High Plains Baptist Church,

2800 E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM
88101-8620. 505/769-1382 Pastor
Charles D. Miller

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333

Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262,
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603.
919/772-5864 Pastor James L.
Upchurch
• Trinity Baptist Church, 216
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806,
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.
• Central Baptist Church, 6050

Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334,
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com
Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church &
Academy

517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC
28314, 910-868-5156,
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990

W. Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154.
937/444-2493
Pastor Charles Smith

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church,

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898

P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave.,
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South
14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL
32034 904/261-5457 Pastor John Van
Delinder

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt.
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church,

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963,
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

• Grace Bible Baptist Church,

FLORIDA
• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S.

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor
Michael Stoddard

S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover,
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris
Kondracki

Dora Ave., Tavares, FL 32778,
352/343-0061 Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr.,

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701,
407/831-0950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Tabernacle Baptist Church,

6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve
Ware

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000

Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL
34788 352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net

1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford
III www.gbbconline.com
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church,

1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005.
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501,
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C.
Mentzer

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church

540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA
02379, 508-583-5190
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902

Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510,
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N.

Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044,
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104

Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

TEXAS
• Central Baptist Church, 2855

Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084.
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Meadowview, 4346 N Galloway Ave.,

Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176
Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602
Manco Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067.
972/436-3493 Pastor Dick Webster
• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64,
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700
Pastor Richard G. Boone
• North Park Baptist Church,

4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338.
281/821-2258 Pastor Tim Thompson

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N.
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182.
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills
• Cypress Creek Baptist Church,
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston,
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill
Campbell

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist
Church, 315 N. Burleson Blvd., Bur-

leson, TX 76028-3907. 817/295-4342
Pastor Terry M. Williams

• Temple Baptist Church, 4301
Thomason Dr., Midland, TX 79703.
432/694.3634 www.tbcmidland.com
Pastor Stephen Willis
VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S.

Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian
Hudson

WEST VIRGINIA
• Fellowship Baptist Church,

U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,
Barboursville, WV 25504,
304/736-8006 Pastor Jerry Warren

W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270,
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

OKLAHOMA
• Temple Baptist Church, 2200

E. Oklmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74403.
918/687-4793 Pastor Glendon Gray

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken
McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church,

600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie
Emerson

Church ads are
available to any
BBFI church for
$10 per issue.
To place an ad, call
(417) 831-3996.
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AfterWords

From Argentina to Kansas by bus
Editor’s note: Last summer, I met Don Nevels face to
face when he came to the church I attend. During his
presentation he mentioned coming to the States from
Argentina via land… specifically, he traveled by bus. I asked
him to write about his trip — the motivation, the surprises,
the dangers, the people, and the learning. He produced
several thousands of words about the trip, and the Tribune
will print excerpts from his travel journal. Don and his wife,
Lucy, graduated from Baptist Bible College in 1964 and they
were approved as BBFI missionaries in 1967.

L

ast year I took a short furlough traveling from Argentina, South America, to the United States by bus,
stopping to visit numerous missionaries in South and
Central America as well as Mexico, finishing the bus trip
in Lawrence, Kansas, where my daughter and her family
live. The trip took five and one half weeks including brief
stopovers in each of the Central American countries and
Mexico. The distance was 11, 250 miles with 245 hours and
30 minutes sitting on buses on the three continents.
While visiting supporting churches, invariably people
would ask me what prompted me to take a bus trip of this
nature. I responded with two of the three main reasons.
The first reason was that a Peruvian man in our church in
Argentina asked me to stop by his town in Peru to try to
win his married sister, Beatrice, to Christ. I did make the
visit, and the Lord gloriously saved Beatrice. The second
reason was that I wanted to visit missionaries in the Central American countries, and I wanted to share our work
with them. Several of them mentioned this was their first
time to have someone from Argentina visit. In every case, it
was a blessed time with people of different lands and customs as well as a time to meet the missionaries and their
families.
The third reason was actually my principal reason for
traveling to the States by bus in the first place. I wanted to
see if it could be done, and if it could be done, then to survey
some little-known and all-but-forgotten territories for missions, territories where we have never planted a gospel light.
Looking at the top of South America, eastward, way
over by the Atlantic Ocean you will notice three small
countries situated between Venezuela and Brazil formerly referred to as the three Guyanas (or Guianas), namely
British Guyana, Dutch Guyana and French Guyana. Today,
only French Guiana uses its historic name.
Guyana (formerly British Guyana) gained independence from the United Kingdom in 1966. Guyana has its
own national flag and monetary system called the Guyana
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By Don Nevels

BBFI Missionary to Argentina

dollar. The capitol city is Georgetown. Surinam, (formerly
Dutch Guyana), gained independence from the Netherlands
in 1975. Surinam has its own national flag and monetary system called the SRD, the Surinam dollar. Surinam’s capitol
city is Paramaribo.
French Guiana is not an independent territory. This is
made very clear as one descends from his motorboat after
crossing the Maroni River that serves as the Surinam/French
Guiana border. The large green and white sign that greets
you has only one word on it, “FRANCE,” and you can’t miss
it when you descend from your motorboat. In spite of the
fact that French Guiana (as well as Guyana and Surinam)
is situated in the Amazon jungle with its anacondas, tarantulas, toucans, and monkeys, the nation very proudly flies
the French national flag just as you would see in downtown
Paris.
Each of the three Guyanas speak a different national language plus Creole and other indigenous languages
respectively. I am told that the Surinamers look down on the
people from Guyana. A taxi driver mentioned to me that he
was a “Surinamer” and not from Guyana, though it appeared
to me he could be from either place. So a Surinamer is a person from Surinam. Apparently there is that age-old feeling
of superiority with feelings of disregard for those of neighboring countries.
There are basically three principal religious influences
in Guyana: Hindu, Muslim, and Christian (of all denominations). I saw dozens of Muslim and Hindu places of worship. Of course the Muslim buildings are those with the towers and crescent and star on top of the towers. The Hindu
followers have a custom of purchasing a flag of their favorite god and placing that flag on a tall bamboo pole. Usually
the family will have five to ten such poles with flags of their
favorite gods all planted in one corner of their house property out by the street for passersby to notice. I picked up no
signs of intolerance among the different religious groups in
any of the three Guyanas.
Everyone seems to dwell in the land accepting the right
of the others to exist as well. Probably the most astonishing and unusual sight on earth for me was to see a Muslim
mosque and a Jewish synagogue on the same block right
next door to one another in downtown Paramaribo, Surinam. This tells me there is not only religious acceptance,
but is perhaps the most encouraging sign that independent
Baptists as ourselves have a door open to these three small
nations that have heretofore, for some reason, not been
evangelized by the Fellowship.
More to come …
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