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O n  t h e  t a b l e 

O  n the northwest side of metro Atlanta, Shiloh Hills Baptist 
Church of Kennesaw, GA, and Pastor Vic Bledsoe will be our 

hosts when the Baptist Bible Fellowship makes the annual trek 
south for a midwinter Fellowship meeting. The meeting promises 
inspiration, fellowship, and a time of spiritual recharging in one 
of the most gracious areas of the country one could choose to 
spend some time in February.

Two Fellowship ministry areas receive the focus in Febru-
ary: church planting (represented by the BBFI National Church 
Planting Office — NCPO), and the Baptist Bible Tribune. While 
at Shiloh Hills, we will promote these ministries, and I will an-
nounce the results of our February Tribune Offering. See page 22 
for more information about the Tribune offering.

You can get more details about the meeting in Kennesaw in 
the pages of this magazine, or contact the church for more infor-
mation, directions, etc. If you are arriving by air, you will take the 
highways north toward I75 from ATL, and take I575 after you pass 
Marietta.

Speaking of the NCPO, by the time this issue is in the mail, 
I will be in the midst of or just finishing a week with the Texas 
BBF and the NCPO Church Planters’ Candidate School in San 
Antonio. I generally attend the January Texas BBF meeting, but 
this year the candidate school was planned in conjunction with 
the meeting, so I go with even more enthusiasm. My own contri-
bution is in the area of leadership principles and BBF history and 
philosophy, but the candidates get more on leadership, church 
planting, administration, prayer, and more than enough informa-
tion to explode a head or two over the course of the week.

The past year was challenging for the Tribune financially, just 
as it has been for many ministries that have been on a peren-
nial fiscal cliff for some time. Some churches have had to make 
difficult choices and eliminate the Tribune from their budgets. 
Though we manage with careful stewardship, this year we are 
operating on a deficit budget. Even so, our friends and supporters 
have come through in some very unexpected ways, and we have 
no reason to complain.

I wish to thank all our contributors, subscribers, and adver-
tisers who make the Tribune financially possible, and I want to 
remind our supporters that it is time for the February Tribune 
Offering, an annual offering we receive from the churches. About 
27,000 copies of the Tribune go out each month to churches, 
pastors, missionaries, students, and laypeople in the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship, and to many churches outside our Fellowship. This 
unique magazine ministers around the world at such a low cost, 
providing information, inspiration, and motivation for Baptists 
everywhere. I believe the Tribune offers great value for our Fel-
lowship. Thousands are connected for ministry by the Tribune, 
many at no cost to themselves, and the annual February Tribune 
Offering helps make that happen. 

The Baptist Bible Tribune (ISSN 0745-5836) is pub-
lished monthly, except for a combined July/August is-
sue, by the BBFI, 720 E. Kearney, Springfield, Missouri 
65803. Periodical class postage paid at Springfield, 
Missouri, and additional entry offices.
Executive Editor: Keith Bassham 
Assistant Editor: Rob Walker  
Director of Office Services: Karri Joy Perry 
Email address: editors@tribune.org  
Web site address: www.tribune.org

10
15

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Individual subscrip-
tions are $15 per year anywhere in the U.S.; $20 
per year in foreign countries. Postmaster send ad-
dress changes to: Baptist Bible Tribune, P. O. Box 
309, Springfield, Missouri 65801, 417-831-3996, 
fax 417-831-1470.
By-lined opinions expressed in the Baptist Bible 
Tribune are those of the authors and not neces-
sarily those of the editorial staff or the Baptist 
Bible Fellowship.

Focus on the Tribune in 
February

  by Keith Bassham | Editor
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Which shall be to 
all people

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. Luke 2:10

Right here in the story of the birth of the Savior of the world is 
the Great Commission. Notice this “good tidings of great joy” 

was for all the people of the world. Jesus, the Son of God, was born 
in Bethlehem, lived a sinless life on earth, came to seek and save the 
lost, died on the cross for the sins of the world, and rose again three 
days later, giving hope to the people of the world lost in sin, every 
one of us. That is the gospel — and it is to be shared with all people.

Since 1992, missiologists have defined people groups as “… the 
largest possible group within which the gospel can spread as a via-
ble church-planting movement without encountering barriers of 
understanding or acceptance.” Then they came up with the term 
“unreached people groups.” This is a people group where a church 
planting movement does not exist, or at least is in an infant stage, 
where it cannot reach its own people without cross-cultural mission-
ary assistance. This group would have only about two percent who 
have been reached with the gospel.

Now there are the unengaged, unreached people groups. These 
are groups where, as far as is known to researchers at present, there 
are no full-time missionaries attempting to do evangelism and 
church planting.

One thing Jesus told us to pray for in regard to world evangeliza-
tion is more laborers. Researchers and the experts say there should 
be at least a minimum of one full-time missionary to every 50,000. 
So in a group like the Lunia, in India, with a population of 3.1 million 
people, there is a need for 62 missionaries in order to engage them 
adequately. By this standard, many people groups scattered around 
the world are extremely under-engaged.

There is one main reason to go to every people group — Jesus 
commanded us to go and make disciples of ALL nations. It is God’s 
heart to care about the one lost sheep, one lost coin, and the lost son. 
The burden of our Fellowship should be that yet another generation 
will live and die in these groups of people who are still unreached 
and unengaged. One way to change that is to get at least a few more 
people committed from our churches in reaching out to these unen-
gaged people groups in this generation. 

We are told there are 570 unengaged people groups that have 
populations of more than 25,000. Of those, 402 have populations 
of more than 40,000 people. Many of them are in difficult, hard-to-
enter countries, but that doesn’t change the Great Commission given 
to us. Some of these groups are in countries we already have mission-
aries in. Let’s make the year 2013 the year of reaching the unengaged.

w O r l d w i d e  m i s s i O n s

  by Jon Konnerup | Mission Director | BBFI

The power of 
partnership

I n 1948, two brothers by the names of Richard and Maurice McDonald, 
converted their barbeque drive-in with carhops into the world’s first 

McDonald’s limited-menu, self-service, drive-in in San Bernardino, CA. 
In 1954, a man by the name of Ray Kroc mortgaged his home and 

invested his entire life’s savings to become the exclusive distributor of a 
five-spindled milkshake maker called the Multimixer. He heard about this 
McDonald’s hamburger stand in California that was running eight Multi-
mixers at one time. So he packed up his car and headed west.

Ray Kroc said he had never seen so many people served so quickly in 
all of his life. He walked into the restaurant, met these two brothers, and 
offered them one simple idea. Why don’t you open up more than one res-
taurant? He was convinced he could sell eight of his Multimixers to every 
one of them. They said, “Who could we get to open them for us?” Ray Kroc 
answered, “What about me?”

In 1955, Ray Kroc opened the first McDonald’s franchise in Des 
Plaines, IL. And, as they say, the rest is history. Today there are 33,000 
McDonald’s in 118 countries, selling more hamburgers than any other res-
taurant on planet earth.

How did this happen? Because Ray Kroc understood a principle that 
is found in the Bible, whether he realized it or not, and the principle is this 
one: Two are better than one (Eccl. 4:9). There is an unbelievable power in 
partnership that goes beyond addition to multiplication.

This principle of partnership, of two being better than one, is also 
found in the New Testament. In fact, the word saint appears 95 times in 
the New Testament ... and it is always plural. Every time you read the word 
it is saints — because you can’t have just one. A saint ain’t! Saints come in 
twos and threes.

There is power in partnership. Two are better than one. Has it ever 
occurred to you that there are three things that we all need, but you can 
never have alone? We need companionship, but one cannot be a compan-
ion to himself. We need comfort, but one cannot be a comfort to himself. 
We need counsel, but one cannot counsel himself. 

There is an old Swedish proverb that says, “A shared joy is a double 
joy, and a shared sorrow is half a sorrow.”

That is the power of working together. That is the focus of our Febru-
ary BBFI meeting.

Pastor Vic Bledsoe has planned a meeting with preachers and work-
shops that will be exciting and inspiring. There is a buffet of breakout 
options offered. Each will include practical, in-the-trenches stuff to help 
you in your ministry. This is a great time to be with those who share the 
ministry road with you. 

We also will host a State Rep/State Chairman and wives’ luncheon on 
Wednesday.  I hope you will attend and experience the power of partner-
ship in the greatest work in the world.

p r e s i d e n t i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e

  by Linzy Slayden | President | BBFI

a r O u n d  t h e  b a p t i s t  b i b l e  f e l l O w s h i p  i n t e r n a t i O n a l

Rick Carter

ç
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Let the remodeling 
begin

  by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

c h u r c h  p l a n t i n g

AA few months ago we told you about Ben York and the new 
church God is using him to start in Hilliard, OH. Here is an 

update: 

Guide Church Baptist is now just over a year old and God contin-
ues to do one amazing thing after another. We have seen more than 
ten people give their lives to Christ in the last few weeks alone. At the 
time of writing this letter we have just finished our new stage, painted 
the interior of the building, and carpeted the auditorium! 

But God is just getting started in Hilliard. What might have 
looked like a desperate situation turned into another miracle for the 
glory of God. We were just happy to have a place of our own, but the 
cost to prepare it to be used as a church was way more than our young 
church could afford. But then God stepped in. The BBFI Builders came 
and knocked out walls and built a new stage for us at no cost for labor 
whatsoever. The Ohio BBF supplied part of the cost for new carpet 
and stage supplies. Then, unexpectedly, four churches stepped up and 
helped us when we needed it most. Beacon Baptist Church in Taylor, 
MI, Friendship Baptist Church in Owasso, OK, and Seminole Baptist 
Church in Springfield, MO, were used by God in more ways then they 
ever will know.

Sometimes I look back and marvel at the families God has sent 
us in the last year. He has sent us just who we needed, at just the time 
we needed them. Our church is excited about the new move and new 
opportunities for services during the week. What might have seemed 
like a stressful situation for a young church has turned into a much 
greater blessing.

Will you join us in prayer for Ben and his family and this new 
church? It’s exciting to see what God is doing! 
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schedule
Monday
8:00 aM  executive committee Meeting
1:00 PM  BBFI directors Meeting
1:00 PM  Trustees Meeting

6:30 PM  Old Paths Quartet
7:00 PM  Keith Bassham Baptist Bible Tribune editor

Tuesday 
9:00-10:00aM  Breakout sessions
    • Evangelism in a Multicultural Society Ira Walton, Sr., Crenshaw Community Baptist Church, Luverne, AL
    • Building Missions Giving Tracy Roby, Overland Park Baptist Church in Kansas City, MO 
    •  How Teachers Improve Church Growth through Sunday School  Gene Matlock, B.A. Vice President for Advancement and Church Relations, 
                  Faith Baptist Bible College & Seminary, Ankeny, IA
9:30 aM  Carla Slayden Ladies meeting

10:00 aM  Eddie Goodall New Covenant Baptist Church, Forest Park, GA
 Harold Payne Truth Baptist Ministries, Houston, TX
 Karl Skinner Battlefield Baptist Church, Gainesville, VA

1:00 PM  Mission directors Meeting

6:30 PM  Old Paths Quartet
7:00 PM  Linzy Slayden BBFI President, Friendship Baptist Church, Owasso, OK

WEdNESdAy
9:00-10:00aM  Breakout sessions
    •  Keeping your Church off the Fiscal Cliff  Vic Bledsoe, Shiloh Hills Baptist Church, Kennesaw, GA 
    •  developing Soul Winners  Ryan Bevan, Lighthouse Baptist Church, Chillicothe, OH
    •  Motivate your Workers to Serve  Gene Matlock, B.A. Vice President for Advancement and Church Relations, Faith Baptist Bible College & 
      Seminary, Ankeny, IA

10:00 aM  Carlton Cooper Bethel Baptist Church, Richmond Hill, GA
 Gary Favor Faith Baptist Church, dayton, OH
 Herb Hubbard Bible Baptist Church, Savannah, GA

12:30 PM Luncheon for directors and Chairmen

6:30 PM Old Paths Quartet
7:00 PM Bill Monroe Florence Baptist Temple, Florence, SC
 

Shiloh Hills Baptist Church  
75 Hawkins Store Rd. NE 

Kennesaw, Georgia 30144
(770) 926-7729  •  www.shilohhills.com

Keith            Eddie          Harold         Karl            Linzy           Carlton        Gary          Herb           Bill
 BASSHAM    GOOdALL   PAyNE         SKINNER     SLAydEN      COOPER     FAVOR        HUBBARd    MONROE  

MONdAy    _______________ TUESdAy________________    ______________WEdNESdAy______________

not 
available

SPEAKERS
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Tulsi Gabbard is the first Hindu elected 
to the U.S. Congress, representing 

Hawaii’s second congressional district and 
she is the first member of Congress to be 
sworn in with a Hindu text. Gabbard has 
described the Bhagavad Gita, one of sev-
eral Hindu texts, as her favorite.

Source: Baptist Press staff, BPNews.com

Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

Congresswoman sworn in 
with Hindu text, not Bible

Family claims GPS tracking chip in high school 
ID is a “mark of the beast,” judge disagrees

Last fall, the Northside Independent 
School District (the fourth largest 

school district in Texas) began experi-
menting with locator chips in student 
ID badges on two campuses, allowing 
administrators to track the whereabouts 
of 4,200 students.

Administrators say the chips make 
students safer and will help boost atten-
dance records that are used to calculate 
badly needed state funding.

When the parents of 15-year-old girl 
Andrea Hernandez did not want their 
daughter to wear the badge, stating re-
ligious beliefs, the school district offered 
to transfer the student to a different 

Survey rates the importance 
of converting others
How important is it to convert others to your 
religious faith if you wish to be a good person?”  

February 3, 1913 The 16th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution was ratified, authorizing 
Congress to levy a federal income tax. With the tax 
code having grown a bit through its 100 years,  
(R) David Camp, chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, says the current tax code is in 
need of reform, “... the code is 10 times the size of 
the Bible, with none of the good news.”

Celebrating 100 years of federal income tax

39% Not importaNt

27% Not very importaNt

20% Somewhat importaNt 

14% very importaNt

school. The parents sought an injuction 
to prevent the transfer while a lawsuit 
against the school went through federal 
courts.

But U.S. District Judge Orlando Garcia 

Source: Baylor Religion Survey, Wave 2, 2007. www.thearda.com

denied a request to stop her from being 
transferred, saying the badge requirement 
“has an incidental effect, if any, on (Her-
nandez’s) religious beliefs.”

Garcia also wrote in his 25-page rul-
ing that because Hernandez has worn a 
previous ID badge for several years, her 
refusal to wear the new badge “is clearly 
a secular choice, rather than a religious 
concern.”

Garcia said that if Hernandez does 
not accept the school district’s accom-
modation of wearing a badge without the 
tracking chip, the district can transfer her 
to another campus.

Source: Associated Press story at  
OneNewsNow.com
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Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

60 years ago in the Baptist Bible Tribune

Another German homeschooling family 
has been subjected to their govern-

ment’s efforts to make sure every child 
in the country is educated in its schools 
under the influence of its textbooks. The 
seriousness of this mission is attested by 
its persistent pursuit of Dirk and Petra 
Wunderlich.

“As American families enjoyed their 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Wunderlich 
family received a visit from two social 
workers who planned to take the children 
to school to test them for grade level 
placement,” said Michael P. Farris, Esq., 
founder and chairman of Home School 
Legal Defense Fund and chancellor of 
Patrick Henry College. “When the social 
workers asked the children to ‘come 
along,’ the children refused.”

Defying the directives of German of-
ficials, however, is not something that is 
ignored or tolerated.

One of the school attendance officers 
barked back at the children and mocked 
them, accusing them of just parroting 
their parents’ orders. Before leaving, the 
official asked the parents, “Do you know 
what type of consequences this has? … 
we will take away your complete custody.”

But this was not the Wunderlich’s 
first run-in with authorities.”Sadly, as is 
the case for too many German families, 
the Wunderlichs’ homeschooling saga 
began with exile,” Farris shared. “Know-
ing that homeschooling was not tolerated 
in Germany, the family left for France to 
escape threatened truancy charges.”

But the arm of the German govern-
ment was longer than anticipated and 
their four children were taken from them 
for four days, following a report from Ger-
man social workers to French social work-
ers. A French judge returned the children, 
reportedly telling the family it was their 
right to homeschool. Unable to find sus-
taining employment in France, the family 
moved to Norway and then Hungary.

The family eventually returned to 
their home in Hessen, Germany, and tried 
to homeschool quietly until they were 
reported to authorities by a neighbor who 
saw that they did not send their children 
to school. The family faces both criminal 
and civil charges for homeschooling.

Source: Michael F. Haverluck, OneNewsNow.com

Homeschooling a 
crime in Germany
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1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
thy lovingkindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions.

2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my 
sin is ever before me.

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in thy sight: that thou 
mightest be justified when thou speakest, 
and be clear when thou judgest.

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me.

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt 
make me to know wisdom.

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the 
bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me.

11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take 
not thy holy spirit from me.

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and 
uphold me with thy free spirit.

13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and 
sinners shall be converted unto thee.

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou 
God of my salvation: and my tongue shall 
sing aloud of thy righteousness.

15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise.

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices 
of righteousness, with burnt offering and 
whole burnt offering: then shall they offer 
bullocks upon thine altar.

Not long ago, I read an article in which the 
author asserted that early Christians did 

not sing many hymns, and in fact, according 
to the author, Christian hymns only began to 
appear about 400 years into the Christian era. I 
think that was a misstatement. 

We have an interesting insight in the 
form of a letter from a Roman governor of 
Pontus and Bithynia from the second century. 
This was one of the areas addressed by the 
Apostle Peter in his first epistle. If you recall, 
those “strangers” Peter addressed were under 
stress because they had become so changed 
by their experience with Christ. It appears 
the persecution and suspicion continued 
beyond Peter’s time, because years after Peter 
had written his letter, the Roman governor 
Pliny wrote a letter to Emperor Trajan, and in 
that letter he described some activities of the 
Christians in answer to accusations against 
them:

“They asserted, however, that the sum and 
substance of their fault or error had been that 

RestorationWe need
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they were accustomed to meet on a fixed day 
before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to 
Christ as to a god, and to bind themselves by 
oath, not to some crime, but not to commit 
fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsify their trust, 
nor to refuse to return a trust when called 
upon to do so. When this was over, it was their 
custom to depart and to assemble again to 
partake of food — but ordinary and innocent 
food.”

It may just be me, but when I read “… 
accustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn 
and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a 
god,” I am inclined to say that Christians were 
indeed singing hymns. They were meeting and 
singing hymns to Christ, and this is the earliest 
historical reference to Christian singing outside 
the Bible itself. What types of hymns did they 
sing? Not what we think of today certainly. But 
some Bible students think we actually have 
an example of a Christian hymn in Paul’s first 
letter to Timothy 3:16:

And without controversy great is the 

mystery of godliness:

God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit
seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.

Those words, they say, were quoted by Paul 
from a Christian hymn of the day.

I say that if you look at that very closely, 
you can see a rhythm and cadence, and 
perhaps even the basis for a Christmas carol: 
God was manifest in the flesh. And here’s 
another possible hymn from the letter to the 
Philippians 2:5-8:

Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
But made himself of no reputation, 

and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.

In the Ephesian and Colossian letters, 
Paul tells the earliest Christians to speak to 
themselves, that is, to speak among themselves, 
in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs. It 
may be that very few were written, but most 
people hardly ever saw anything in writing, and 
they learned mostly from what they heard. At 
any rate, we do know that for early Christians, 
especially those who came from the Jewish 
faith, their hymns were likely psalms.

And among the 150 psalms we have in 
the Bible, Psalm 51 is one of seven penitential 
psalms, that is, the words in the psalm are those 
of a person who is sorry for moral or covenantal 
failure. If Psalm 51 were set to music, it would 
have to be in a minor key for much of it — it is 

Restoration
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a prayer of confession and forgiveness, and that 
was the title of a previous lesson in this series: 
“We Need Forgiveness.” Another thing we have 
learned is that the psalm has a back story, and 
the back story is identified in the inscription: 
“To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when 
Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he 
had gone in to Bathsheba.” 

This was the reason why David composed 
a penitential psalm. He was sorry about his 
failure as a child of God, especially when 
we consider his overall record: David had a 
lifetime of noble service to God, doing the right 
thing, acting in an honorable fashion even 
when being pursued and hunted down by his 
predecessor Saul. But there is an asterisk in the 
record in 1 Kings 15:5, where the Bible records, 
“David did that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, and turned not aside from any thing 
that he commanded him all the days of his life, 
save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.” 
And this psalm, according to the inscription, is 
the result.

In verses 1-5, the psalm begins with a cry 
for forgiveness, emphasizing the urgency of 
the situation with a series of cries for God to 
do several things: have mercy, blot out, wash, 
and cleanse — mercy and blotting out for 
the transgressions, washing for iniquity, and 
cleansing for David’s sin.

We said that David did not ask for 
justice. He asked for mercy. Justice, in the 
case of adultery and murder, would be capital 
punishment. God in His justice would have 
been justified (you see the similarity of those 
words?) if he had struck David dead. David 
needed forgiveness, and we need forgiveness.

But at some point in Psalm 51, the key 
would have to change from a minor to a major, 
and maybe even modulate it a step or two as 
we moved from forgiveness to renewal, and 
finally to restoration, the subject of this lesson. 
Mercy and forgiveness removes the guilt of 
sin. Renewal replaces the sin with a desire to 
do right. You cannot be satisfied with just a 
canceling of the debt of sin, David needed an 
inner renewing, something to cause a desire for 
God to replace a desire for sin, and that results 
in restoration.

Again, we can reference the Ephesian 
and Colossian letters where Paul instructs 
Christians to put off old behaviors, and to 
put on new ones. And as we will learn in this 

lesson, restoration that comes after forgiveness 
and renewal is the result of a series of trade offs 
such as we read in verse 12: “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with 
thy free spirit.”

This trading off is the key not only to 
getting forgiveness, not only a renewal — 
which just gets us back to where we were — 
but a true restoration, where we have built in 
guards and protections to keep us from the sin 
and to help us guide others. 

In Matthew 13, we have what we call the 
parables of the kingdom, and in those parables 
we have the stories about a pearl of great price 
and a treasure hidden in a field. In both of 
those parables, the idea the Lord passes on 
to us is that there are some things that are so 
important and so valuable that you rightly give 
everything you have in exchange for them. It’s 
the same idea that Paul had in Philippians 3 
when he say’s he is all in for the gospel. He will 
do whatever it takes to advance the gospel; he 
will pay any price. 

If you don’t have that mindset, you will 
never get to the point David is at in this psalm. 
What would he give at this point to go back in 
time and make that whole Bathsheba thing go 
away? And remember, right now he does not 
know what the next ten years holds for him, 
but we do. God isn’t going to just walk away 
and leave David on his own to figure things 
out. David is in for ten years of heartbreak and 
shame and personal defeat and family failure, 
one disaster after another, the consequences of 
those things that were ruling him during his 
time with Bathsheba and Uriah. God will put 
pressure on him to continue making necessary 
changes. What would he trade to avoid that?

This whole thing reminds me of something 
Jesus said in Luke 14. Remember how he says 
one must “hate” all one’s family members and 
one’s own life also, must take one’s cross, and 
must forsake all one owns or one “cannot be my 
disciple.” Dallas Willard calls attention to this 
type of spiritual discipline in his Renovation of 
the Heart. The entire point of this passage is 

david’s story is not just an interesting 

bit of narrative to move the Bible 

story along — it is there as a 

warning and a source of hope.
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that as long as one thinks anything may really 
be more valuable than fellowship with Jesus 
in his kingdom, one cannot learn from him. 
People who have not gotten the basic facts 
about their lives straight will not do the things 
that make learning from Jesus possible and will 
never be able to understand the basic points in 
the lessons to be learned.

Willard says it is like a mathematics 
teacher in high school who might say to a 
student, “Verily, verily I say unto thee, except 
thou canst do decimals and fractions, thou 
canst in no wise do algebra.” It is not that the 
teacher will not allow you to do algebra because 
you are a bad person; you just won’t be able to 
do basic algebra if you are not in command of 
decimals and fractions.

You have to get some basics down just to 
be able to see what it is like to have a restored 
walk with God. It is precisely what the persons 
with the pearl and the hidden treasure did. Out 
of it came their decisiveness and joy. You have 
to build in spiritual disciplines — time with the 

Word, prayer time, worship time, even silent 
time — and at the same time intentionally 
sacrifice entertainment time, and money, and 
even those things that Christians don’t think 
are all that bad, if you want to move into this 
territory. If you go back and read the Puritans 
and the earlier Baptists, you will find they had 
found ways to build in spiritual disciplines, 
things that today would be called ritualism or 
legalism, but they understood that you had to 
do spiritual exercise as well as bodily exercise to 
be a healthy Christian.

1. ReStoRatIon GIveS uS joy anD 
makeS uS uSeFul to GoD

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and 
uphold me with thy free spirit.

13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and 
sinners shall be converted unto thee.

David had known God’s presence, and he 
had known times when it seemed God was far 
away. I won’t spend time here to discuss eternal 

security, and I’m not certain David would have 
much to say on it one way or the other. He is 
dealing here with the real experience of loss of 
the tangible benefits of salvation — fellowship 
with God. And he is tortured by the knowledge 
that he was the one who walked away from that 
relationship. Now he is asking for a restoration 
to the point of full enjoyment of God in his life.

The next verse gives us a pointer to David’s 
sincerity. He knows that his experience of 
failure and restoration will teach others. When 
a believer gives a witness, sometimes people 
will gain more from confessed failures than all 
the successes we want to talk about. David’s 
story is not just an interesting bit of narrative 
to move the Bible story along — it is there as a 
warning and a source of hope.

2. ReStoRatIon GIveS uS SometHInG 
ImPoRtant to talk aBout

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou 
God of my salvation: and my tongue shall 
sing aloud of thy righteousness.
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15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise.

Of course, David has Uriah on his 
conscience. But there are others affected by his 
sins. His newborn child dies. Other men died 
with Uriah. We’re not talking about a one-off 
here. Others will die, including more of David’s 
family in the future. After all, he did tell Nathan 
that the guilty man would repay four fold for 
his act. 

David does not want to be a murderer ever 
again, in any form, and when he introduces 
these words — tongue, lips, mouth — I can’t 
help but recall what Jesus said in the Sermon 
on the Mount about an evil word against a 
person was equivalent to murder, and in  
James 3:6:

“And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: 
so is the tongue among our members, that 
it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire 
the course of nature; and it is set on fire of 
hell. 7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, 
and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is 
tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 
8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is 
an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 
Therewith bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are made 
after the similitude of God.”
A restored tongue, however, gives praise 

to God, and we should openly declare our 
relationship with him.

3. ReStoRatIon moveS uS 
away FRom emPty RItual

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.

David is making some real progress 
here, almost taking up a New Testament 
thought. I doubt any Old Testament person 
fully appreciated that animal sacrifices were 
forward-looking pictures of the death of Jesus 
Christ for sin, but it is more than possible that 
David understood, without the involvement of 
the heart, all sacrifices were just empty rituals. 
God says the same things in several places, 
and this is about as close to New Testament-
style thinking as any Israelite in David’s time is 
going to get. How prone we are to unthinking 
legalism and turning good spiritual disciplines 
into mindless rituals. Preaching the gospel to 
ourselves, as Jerry Bridges and others put it, 
reminds us of our tendency to sin and drives 
us back to God, who, when approached with a 
broken heart, is open to us.

4. ReStoRatIon ReSultS In 
GoD’S wIll aCComPlISHeD

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices 
of righteousness, with burnt offering and 

whole burnt offering: then shall they offer 
bullocks upon thine altar.

A historical note here — the city of 
Jerusalem as the dwelling place of God with a 
glorious temple is still mostly a dream, David’s 
dream, as this psalm is being composed. 
David’s sins put that goal in jeopardy. In a way, 
then, the restoration of David is a metaphor 
for the restoration of Jerusalem and his dream, 
and vice versa. The idea here is that when the 
spiritual relationship is restored, the sacrifices 
become meaningful again. Again, there is some 
New Testament theology breaking through in 
these verses when you compare Romans 12:1: “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service.”

Making a careful study of Psalm 51, and 
making its reading a frequent part of your 
devotional life is healthy. It helps with the idea 
of preaching the gospel to yourself — that 
is, reminding us of our tendency to sin and 
need for continual forgiveness, renewal, and 
restoration. Not like a yoyo merely going up 
and down, you understand, but rather more 
like a person playing with a yoyo going up a 
staircase. Even when the yoyo is on the way 
down the string, it is gradually making its way 
upward. In any human’s life with God, there 
will be asterisks, hopefully few like the Uriah 
business, but keeping the thoughts of Psalm 51 
close we can avoid and minimize them.

A restored tongue 

gives praise to God, 

and we should 

openly declare our 

relationship with him. 
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In 2007, representatives of Baptists from 
across the country gathered in  
Charleston, SC, to celebrate the 

300th anniversary of the founding of the 
Philadelphia Baptist Association. Not all, but 
most Baptists in the United States, whether 
independent or associated, have roots that run 
through that association and its influence. 

As one who was on the organizing 
committee for the Charleston meeting, and as 
a representative of the Baptist Bible Fellowship 
(joined by Thomas Ray, John Waldrip, and 
Tom and Gail Gritts), I was asked to make a 
presentation about Baptists and publishing. 
That presentation had two parts, including a 
short sketch of the life of Noel Smith, founder 
and editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune until 
his death in 1974. The definitive biography for 
Noel Smith is contained in the now out-of-

print book, The Best of Noel Smith, by Mrs. 
Norma Gillming. A shorter version of that 
biography is available online in the Classics 
section of the Tribune website. For this article, I 
will be quoting extensively from Mrs. Gillming’s 
invaluable work. As a close personal friend of 
Mr. Smith, and in her teacher’s role at Baptist 
Bible College, she saw things up close.

In many ways, Smith was the prototype 
of the preacher turned editor, something I 
noted as a common occurrence when I studied 
Baptist publications. The editors tended not 
to be journalists turned preacher, as one might 
expect. They were preachers who put words on 
paper and transformed printing presses into 
pulpits. As Dickens emphasized that you had to 
get it nailed down that Jacob Marley was dead 
in the opening lines of a Christmas Carol, I 
maintain you have to know something of Noel 
Smith if you want to understand the Baptist 
Bible Tribune and the Baptist Bible Fellowship. 
It is a story I never tire of telling.

I will just briefly review some items from 
Mr. Smith’s early life as we have published 
it before. If you want more details, see Mrs. 
Gillming’s article on the Tribune website. Smith 
was born in Tennessee on August 7, 1900. He 

loved his native state, and he hoped to have his 
body laid down there. He died January 12, 1974, 
in Springfield, MO, but his wish for a Tennessee 
burial was fulfilled with his interment in Mount 
Olive Cemetery, Knoxville, TN. 

His education was limited to what he 
received in the Murfreesboro Public Schools, 
where he attended through the eighth grade. 
Those who knew Smith in the classroom and 
in his latter years might have assumed his 
brilliance and pinpoint logic and the ability 
to weave long and complex sentences were 
consequential to a formal education. They were 
not. Rather, when he was ten, he went out to 
work, for times were extremely hard, and Noel’s 
parents were struggling to earn a living during 
those years. 

Smith became a Christian when he was 15 
in the Sunday school of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Murfreesboro. However, not long 
after the death of his mother, he left home and 
became a railway express agent, working out 
of Nashville. Those years between his leaving 
Murfreesboro and his establishing himself in 
Chattanooga were years of wandering and sin 
for Smith. He often wrote of those times with 
great regret. He says: “My mother died young, 

The Tribune, its founder, 
and the worthwhile work
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modest, retiring, and sweet. I put out on my 
own. The money was good. The years were 
bitter, and the bondage was great. How bitter 
the years and how great the bondage, none but 
God and I shall ever know.”

He worked for the Southern Express 
Company on the Nashville-Chattanooga & St. 
Louis Railway (NC&STL) between Nashville 
and Atlanta. In addition to the Nashville-
Atlanta run, he was a messenger on the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad (LN) between 
St. Louis and Nashville, Bowling Green, KY, and 
Memphis, and Clarksville, TN, and Nashville. 
This 15-year association accounted for his 
lifelong love affair with trains. 

In 1918, Smith was living in Chattanooga, 
TN, where he was “converted.” 
By that expression he does not 
mean that he was saved, but 
that his life was changed, his 
direction was totally different 
— that he would never be the 
same again. He eloquently 
explains what happened:

I was converted (not saved, 
but converted) in November, 
1918. I was converted in 
Billy Sunday’s tabernacle, in 
Chattanooga, near the post 
office, a few days before Mr. 
Sunday was 57 years old. … 
After Mr. Sunday had finished 
his prayer, I told the Lord 
that if He would help me to 
find the shore, I would preach 
the Gospel as long as I lived. 
The thought of preaching had 
never before entered my mind. 
Nobody had ever mentioned it to me. I had never 
mentioned it to anybody. The Lord helped me to 
find the shore. He brought me back to the hope 
and warmth and satisfaction I first knew on the 
steps, on that bright Sunday in March.

After his change, he began to study the 
Bible and to read widely in the works of  
I. M. Haldeman, James M. Gray, Reuben Archer 
Torrey, and C. I. Scofield. He also read Charles 
Finney, Henry Ward Beecher, Philip Brooks, 
T. De Witt Talmadge, Dwight L. Moody, and 
Sam Jones. Soon he was holding meetings all 
over the South. Some of those revival meetings 
revolutionized whole communities. Often he 

preached in a tent. He records: “I would go out 
and put up the tent myself, then go back to the 
room, change clothes, go back to the tent and 
preach — twice a day for four or five weeks.”

While living in St. Louis, Smith constantly 
held noon shop and factory meetings 
and open-air meetings sponsored by the 
evangelistic department of the Metropolitan 
Church Federation. He also was very active in 
the work of the Sunshine Mission of St. Louis.

In the fall of 1930, Smith resigned his 
job with the railroad and was ordained to the 
ministry by the Second Baptist Church of 
Clarksville, TN. Somewhere in his meetings, 
probably in Dixon, TN, he had met the girl who 
was to become his wife.

When he married Mattie Linda Stuart, it 
was during the depths of the Depression. He 
had previously baptized the young lady in May 
of 1932 in Dixon, TN.

We were married on a cold February night, 
in those lean and hard depression years. A 
lawyer, hard up himself, lent us his Chevrolet 
coupe to drive 25 miles to get married. I 
managed to get up $2 to give the preacher, which 
he seemed glad to get. I was holding meetings 
— at places where they could get nobody else. 
She was teaching school.

However, the new Mrs. Smith lost her 

teaching job because married women were not 
allowed to teach in those days. Then the family 
existed on only what offerings were given to the 
itinerant preacher.

But I was paid, mostly, with 
congratulations. I would get enough money to 
get back home, pay the rent, and put in enough 
groceries to do her until I could come back 
again. We sold everything we had. I sold my 
library, cashed in all my insurance. She cashed 
in her insurance. We sold her watch. I sold my 
gold belt buckle. The last thing we sold was her 
fountain pen. It brought $ 1.25, which with some 
chickenfeed in my pocket, was enough to buy a 
bus ticket to Waynesboro, Tennessee. 

A short time later, things 
began to improve for the young 
couple. Smith’s route into the 
world of independent Baptists 
began in the 1940s and his 
making the acquaintance of 
J. Frank Norris and the World 
Fundamental Baptist Missionary 
Fellowship based in First Baptist 
Church of Fort Worth, TX. Smith 
recounts:

Following the St. Louis 
convention, J. Frank Norris invited 
me to come to Fort Worth to make 
an address or two at one of his 
Fellowship meetings. At the time 
some of the most hard-working 
successful men in the country were 
members of that Fellowship.

I went. As a result of my 
addresses, I received a number of 

invitations from ministers from here and there. I 
was able to accept some of them.

I was in Vicksburg, Miss., where I had 
gone for two or three addresses. While there 
I received a telegram from Norris asking me 
to succeed B.F. Dearmore at the Bible Baptist 
Seminary.

I didn’t want to go back to Fort Worth; I 
wanted to go back to Clarksville, Tennessee. But 
I asked myself whether I had a sufficient reason 
not to accept the Fort Worth work.

Right or wrong, I accepted that position at 
Fort Worth. Right or wrong I believed that God 
had opened that door for me. (Incidentally, I 
haven’t changed my mind.) 
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Smith went to Fort Worth in the winter 
of 1947, and he continued to teach in the 
seminary until May of 1947, when he resigned 
his position and went to Nashville. His stay in 
Nashville was rather short, for in July, Norris 
persuaded Smith to return to Fort Worth as the 
editor of Norris’s paper, The Fundamentalist. 
And thus Smith became an editor, and he 
served as the editor of the paper and as a 
teacher in the seminary until the split came in 
the World Fundamental Baptist Missionary 
Fellowship that formed the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship in May 1950. 

The details of that controversy 
continue to be the subject of 
books and papers. In the overall 
scheme of things, the organizing 
of a hundred or so churches and 
pastors in the middle of the 20th 
century for a shot at worldwide 
evangelism efforts should not have 
been more significant than any of 
hundreds of other disagreements 
among Baptists. For Smith and his 
spiritual descendants, however, 
and I am one of those, the move 
was pivotal.

During the organizational 
meeting in May 1950, Smith rose 
to his feet and said, “Let’s have a 
Fellowship paper, and let’s call it 
the Baptist Bible Tribune.” And 
about eight weeks later, the first 
Tribune came off the press.

Mrs. Gillming writes, “In the days and 
months following the split between the groups, 
Norris engaged in a type of pamphlet warfare 
that would do credit to John Milton in the 
1640s.” 

The references to the problems in Fort 
Worth diminish with time. Even as early as 
July 7, 1950, Smith was assuring his readers 
that they would not be fed a steady diet of the 
internecine wars. He kept his promise, and 
although he criticized The Fundamentalist 
and J. Frank Norris on and off the next three 
years, the main part of the Tribune focused on 
the positive achievements of the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship.

As the years went on, Smith’s references to 
Fort Worth virtually ceased. He became caught 
up in the phenomenal growth of Baptist Bible 
College, the ever-increasing number of new 
missionaries being sent out around the world, 
the growth of new churches all over America, 
and the rising dangers of materialism in the 
nation. These themes were expounded in his 
editorials, and the problems that he once had 
with Norris faded from his view.

His focus changed to issues of local 
church autonomy, national and world politics, 

theology, social trends, and occasionally the 
offbeat and even whimsical. He reported and 
editorialized about the growing apostasy in 
the church, the weakening strength in the 
nation, and the rising turmoil in the world. 
These stories, of course, did not comprise 
the total picture of the Tribune. Each issue 
contained news of new churches in the 
Baptist Bible Fellowship, reviews of profitable 
books, new missionaries, pastoral changes, 
revival meetings, summer camps, news from 
the missionaries, lists of contributors to the 
Fellowship, sermon outlines, reports from 
Baptist Bible College, and a host of other items. 

Smith and the Tribune acquired prestige 
and a following both inside and outside the 

Fellowship. By 1974, in the year of his death, 
circulation was 27,000. Current circulation is 
about the same today. A short time before his 
death, he reminisced in an editorial.

And preaching the Gospel during the 
“Hoover” depression were not easy years. 
Mostly, I was paid with God-bless-you’s instead 
of the shekels of the sanctuary. ‘Brother Smith, 
this has been the greatest meeting we have ever 
had in this place. All these precious souls saved 
and added to the church. Brother Smith, I wish I 

had $5,000 to give you as a token of 
appreciation for this great work.”

I would have settled for $5.
And more than 20 years on the 

Tribune haven’t been easy years. In 
addition to the work on the Tribune 
I have always carried a full teaching 
load. I do all my research, and most 
of what I write is pecked out on my 
personal typewriter. It is hard work. 
And the hours are long, day and 
night. And it’s lonely work. Most 
all my work, from my childhood, 
has been lonely work. But I have no 
complaints. And my work has had, 
and is having, its rewards. I choose 
to do what I am doing. And because 
I know it is worthwhile.

Editor Smith was succeeded, 
in turn, by Wendell Zimmerman (1974-1982), 
James Combs (1982-1995), Mike Randall (1995-
2002), and myself (2002 to the present). We 
are all preachers, and we all shared Mr. Smith’s 
vision and work of producing a publication 
about and for the Fellowship. Computers 
have replaced typewriters, and the yellowing 
newsprint has given way to glossy color pages, 
but each issue of the Tribune is published with 
the hope that the men and women associated 
with the Baptist Bible Fellowship will be 
helped and strengthened by contact with the 
publication. We have known the work, and the 
rewards. And we have chosen to do what we do 
because we know it is worthwhile.

we have chosen to do what we do 
     because we know it is worthwhile
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John Roach StRaton – the Fundamentalist’s Pope 

torical Championships. 
In 1898, having complet-
ed his studies, the uni-
versity appointed him to 
teach Elocution and Ora-
tory. In 1900, he enrolled 
in Southern Seminary 
in Louisville, KY. After 
completing his elective 
studies, he was hired as 
professor of oratory and 
Interpretation of Litera-
ture at Baylor University. 

Straton was too 
much of an activist, how-
ever, to remain in the 
classroom. In 1905, he 
began his pastoral minis-
try serving churches in Chicago, Baltimore, and Norfolk, VA. 
When Straton began his pastoral ministry he was commit-
ted to post-millennialism and the social gospel. He was firmly 
convinced that the church was destined to usher in the Gold-
en or Millennial Age. But the First World War and the reali-
ties of man’s sinfulness convinced him that the only hope for 
mankind was the transforming power of the gospel. 

In 1918, Straton became the pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in New York City. Straton believed that preachers were 
prophets and it was their responsibility to expose society’s 
sins. He saw New York City as a leader in the moral and spiri-
tual decay of America. He began immediately to expose what 
he believed were the consequences of this decay. He attacked 
the illegal sale of alcohol, prostitution, political corruption, 

John Roach Straton was one of the most flamboyant and 
controversial preachers of the 20th century. He was born in 

1875 into a Baptist pastor’s home. When young Straton was 18 
he moved to Atlanta, Georgia, to study law. During this peri-
od of Straton’s life he embraced humanism and evolutionary 
concepts. The result of his new beliefs left him morally and 
spiritually bankrupt. 

Straton experienced a spiritual transformation when he 
attended a revival service at First Baptist Church. Shortly after 
his conversion he enrolled in Mercer University. Straton pos-
sessed natural oratorical skills, receiving two gold medals for 
winning the Georgia and the Southern Intercollegiate Ora-
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t the modern theatre, sexual immorality, and the modernism 

he believed was destroying the Northern Baptist Convention. 
However, Straton’s tactics were not without their drawbacks. 
The press often emphasized the negative and dramatic side of 
issues and neglected his positive redemptive message. Hos-
tile journalists and cartoonists dipped their pens in acid and 
satirized Straton as “the Fundamentalist’s Pope,” the “Witch 
Doctor of Gotham,” and the “Meshuggah (Yiddish for crazy) 
of Manhattan.” Some disgruntled church members objected 
to his bold course and charged him with sensationalism. 

None of these attacks deterred Straton. He believed the 
phenomenal growth of the church justified his methods. One 
of Straton’s most successful and controversial methods was 

his public debates. His 
most famous debate was 
with Dr. Charles Francis 
Potter, a former Baptist 
who had become a Uni-
tarian pastor. The inter-
est in the debates was 
so great that Madison 
Square Garden had to be 
rented to accommodate 
the crowds. The judges 
declared the debates a 
draw, but every impartial 
person acknowledged 
that Straton was the clear 
winner.

Straton’s reputation 
as a debater and lectur-

er gained him invitations to debate or to lecture at Colum-
bia, Dartmouth, Harvard, and numerous other colleges and 
universities. In 1928, Al Smith, former governor of New York 
and a Catholic, was the Democratic nominee for president. 
Straton strongly opposed Smith, not because of his religious 
beliefs but because of his association with the corrupt Tam-
many Hall political machine. Straton travelled throughout 
the South speaking against Smith and his politics. Smith 
lost the election and much of the credit was attributed to the 
efforts of Straton and his friends J. Frank Norris and W. B. 
Riley. However, his constant speaking and exposure to the 
elements left him physically and mentally exhausted. He suf-
fered a fatal heart attack and died October 29, 1929. He was 
only 54 years old. 
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David Claerbaut is a true city dude. He 
has lived and ministered as a Chicago 
resident over a number of decades. His 

involvement in a number of ministries is cou-
pled with being in a position to observe many 
more. I recently caught up with his Urban Min-
istry in a New Millennium, released in 2005. (An 
update of Urban Ministry, 1983).

Simply put, the man knows what he’s talk-
ing about. He is not some distant academic who 
took a couple of summers to study urbanology. 
His in-the-trenches experience brings street 
credibility to his writing and gives this book 
great weight.

Not only does he approach this subject as a 
veteran practitioner, he brings his training as a 
social scientist to bear.

He sets out to provide a historical perspec-
tive on the city, the church, and urban ministry.

He navigates the matrix of urban reality, 
sociology, political science, theology, the econo-
my, and history with great skill.

He identifies and defines what the inner 
city is, analyzing the elements that comprise it. 
He describes the psychological impact of living 
in an inner city environment. The chapter “Inse-
curity as a Way of Life” goes a long way to help-
ing the uninitiated understand the psyche of 
someone growing up and living in the inner city:

“This paranoia or insecurity grows out of 
the life experience characterized by a lack of 
what is called ‘fate control.’ The poor are simply 
not in control of what happens to them. They 
are respondents rather than initiators, reac-
tors rather than actors, passive recipients rather 
than active participants. It could be no other way 
because they are powerless in the educational, 
economic, and occupational realms of this capi-
talistic nation.”

It should be said that in the last decade, 
the term inner city has become less useful. It no 
longer describes the prevailing reality. The inner 
city has moved to the city edge and to dispersed 

pockets throughout metropolitan areas for a 
variety of reasons. The old stereotypical image of 
the inner city is no longer accurate or appropri-
ate. The demographic still exists, but is no lon-
ger central or inner city, primarily or exclusively. 
This being so, this and any other weaknesses this 
volume has, are overwhelmed by its prevailing 
value.

Claerbaut nails and articulates issue after 
issue. For example, he writes: “Ministry to non-
whites by white urban workers should be char-
acterized by four additional elements. First is 
credibility; trust is the watershed. A second and 
related element is servanthood. Christ’s life 
was characterized by a what-I-can-do-for-you 
approach. A third element must be a desire to 
learn. There is no counting the number of min-
istries that have died simply because of igno-
rance on the part of those carrying them on. 
There must be no excuse for cultural insensitiv-
ity or ignorance. A seemingly less critical but 
important fourth element is support of worthy 
minority causes.”

His section on the socialization of the mid-
dle-class pastor is priceless. In it, he contrasts 

Urban
CUrrentA great read for a great need

middle-class values with the mindset and values 
of those who have grown up minority in inner 
city settings.

He describes the characterizing elements 
of an inner city ministry including the kind of 
preaching and the kind of service ministry and 
organization one must understand and embrace. 
He profiles the urban minister, including one 
particular characteristic that to this day stretches 
me to my limit.

Claerbaut writes, “Yet another psychologi-
cal attribute involves the tolerance of ambiguity. 
A city and its people teem with diversity, com-
plexity, and confusion. Working in the inner city, 
a pastor quickly realizes the depth of this ambi-
guity. Bureaucrats do not always return phone 
calls and they often change their minds; city gov-
ernments lie or stall or change policies; streets 

are built and destroyed; urban renewal comes 
and goes; and businesses come into existence 
and then burn down. Parishioners are unfaith-
ful, late for appointments, dependent, and neu-
rotic. Their problems differ each day involving a 
crisis interventionist approach. The whole envi-
ronment is one of uncertainty and imperma-
nence, and the residents incorporate a good deal 
of this feeling into their own lives and psyches. 
Being able to be calm and consistent and able to 
wait things out is necessary. Needing clear-cut 
answers from everyone to parishioners to city 
officials is not helping.”

Claerbaut gives a great overview of the 
social class system breaking the social structure 
into seven sectors: upper, lower upper, upper 
middle, middle, working, lower, and underclass, 
describing each.

His thorough and enlightening discussion 
of contemporary urban and global stratification 
models describing the elites, the professional 
and creative class, the service class, the working 
class, the working poor, public aid and disability, 
the underclass, shows how the inner city consists 
largely of the lower three categories.

When I found the first edition of this book 
in the 80s, I knew I had stumbled onto a valu-
able resource. Now, with a body of literature on 
the subject far more deep and wide than there 
was in the 80s, Claerbaut’s updated edition is 
still a must-read for anyone seeking to under-
stand and/or serve in a metropolitan area and is 
quite useful to all ministering in an urbanized 
world.

      

 by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church, 

Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org
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For years we have been praying for Pastor Manuel’s brother, Walter. Walter was 
saved several years ago but struggled with alcohol and drug addictions. He 
would come to church occasionally, and we would visit him often. Finally, the 
addictions proved to be so overwhelming that he was kicked out of his home 
and briefly admitted to a rehabilitation facility. He soon decided to leave the 
facility and was living on the street. Manuel and i continued to visit and pray 
with him. before leaving for our furlough last year Walter told me, “You watch, 
i will be back in church and ‘clean’ when you come back.” During our time 
away Manuel told us Walter had been coming to church. However, this did not 
prepare us for what we encountered upon our return. at our first service back 
Walter was clean, in his right mind, and sober, with a huge smile on his face. 
Jason asked him how he did it and Walter replied, “i gave it to the lord.” on 
December 23, Walter rededicated his life to the lord!

Jason & Nadia Kratochvil | nicaragua

a big part of our ministry in nicaragua is with the youth. each of our churches 
have youth programs and outreaches. Marcelo, our youth pastor in Managua, 
felt compelled to spiritually strengthen the youth leadership amongst our dif-
ferent churches, so we held our first youth leadership retreat. thirty-five of our 
teen leaders attended. We were able to give them tools and ideas to use back 
in their own youth groups. God also worked in the area of surrender and 12 
teens who will be graduating from high school this year surrendered to serve 
the lord in full-time ministry and study in our seminary. 

Brian & Rachael Weed | nicaragua

one Wednesday afternoon several weeks ago, one of our teens called to ask 
if she could bring her classmate, amanda, to meet with me. i learned amanda 
and some friends had decided to have a séance around an ouija board. How-
ever, the fun and excitement soon disappeared and amanda was overcome 
with an uncontrollable fear.

When amanda came into the church office, her expression was one i had 
never seen before — she literally acted and looked like a terrified, hunted 
animal. in fact, when she came in, she immediately sat on the floor between 
two rows of chairs with her knees pulled up under her chin, like she was trying 
to hide from something.

after dealing with her from the Scriptures, amanda asked Jesus Christ 
to come into her heart. She stayed for the Wednesday evening service. by the 
end of the night, the expression of terror had been replaced with the peaceful 
countenance of a child of God.

Ray & Ginger Crocker | Singapore

m i s s i O n a r y  l e t t e r s

We knew Jimmy was a bad dude when his wife and four year old son, (Jimmy 
Junior), started coming to church! little Jimmy’s violent behavior gave clear 
signs that there was serious physical abuse going on at home. Upon investi-
gating, it became clear that this was the case. little by little, Jimmy Sr.’s story 
started coming out. He started consuming drugs when he was nine. He was 
eventually drafted into the army and suffered very serious injuries in an am-
bush. after a little over a month in a coma, he woke up to realize that six of his 
buddies had been killed. after going through physical rehab, he was released 
from the army, and by the time he made it to our church, he had a family, was 
back on drugs, and had a pension to support his habit. 

Jimmy came to one of our evangelistic events for parents in 2011 and was 
saved. He went into a drug rehab center toward the end of 2011 and came out 
clean. Jimmy was well on the way to recovery! We were able to disciple him, 
help him get a job, and Jimmy’s life became a glowing witness to the power of 
the gospel to transform lives! alas, after staying clean for nine months, Jimmy 
fell back into his addiction. We are now waiting for him to hit bottom so that 
we can pick up the pieces. We just pray he won’t go too far down before he is 
willing to receive help.

Craig & fran lingo | Colombia

in the spring of last year we had a very unexpected phone call. a Russian 
voice on the other end of the line said he and his family wanted to meet us. He 
explained further that he had already served here in Russia for eight years as a 
missionary. and most surprising was where he lives, in altai. altai is the place 
where we visit every summer and where we have searched for any and all be-
lievers. i couldn’t believe it, and agreed to visit him as soon as i possibly could. 
What i found when i got to altai, some 10 hours from our home, was even 
more surprising. there are two independent baptist families working together, 
trained and sent out by their local churches in the Ukraine. they really do work 
with the very unreached and deeply animistic altai people. they have served in 
that same small community for eight years, received Russian citizenship, and 
openly proclaim Christ in a place where people refer to themselves as heathens 
or idol worshipers, as opposed to Christian or buddhist! 

Meeting these families was a highlight for my family. this past month we 
made a second trip out to visit them. this second trip was mainly so the wives 
could visit. Michelle did a special ladies service on tuesday afternoon for all the 
ladies in the church. We spent three whole days with them. the patience, faith-
ful service, and creativity of these fellow laborers in Christ greatly encouraged 
us. Most important for this meeting was simply the fellowship with brethren of 
like faith and practice, sharing testimonies, ideas, failures, and successes. 

Allen & michelle Ketel | Siberia

Rajesh and Heena Shah followed Jesus in believer’s baptism! We first began 
working with Rajesh and Heena in Meru. Rajesh was seriously injured in a road 
accident when he was only 19. While he was in the hospital, some believers led 
him to Christ. as a result of his accident, he is a paraplegic. 

in 2001, Rajesh’s family brought a young bride from india for him. Heena 
did not know english or Swahili and Rajesh asked Christine if she would teach 
Heena english. Using the literacy in evangelism program, Christine began 
teaching her. after two long years, Heena finally understood the gospel story 
and asked Jesus Christ to be her Savior. it has been a long road of discipleship 
for this couple. We have spent years working with them through marriage and 
family problems, always pointing them back to what the bible says! Cultures 
clash, but the bible is for every culture. We have been praying for them to take 
this step of baptism for a very long time. our cup of joy was full when we 
witnessed their baptism this month. 

Rajesh and Heena call us mom and dad, and “parents” have such great 
joy to see their “children” follow the lord in their lives.

Ron & Christine enoch | kenya
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We are family

  by Mark Milioni | President | Baptist Bible College

Christmas was special for our family — we got to be together. It 
has been a while because of the many changes in our lives this 

past year. Our once full nest is nearly empty and has been moved to a 
new tree. Our children are spread out across the world. Emily works in 
Springfield and Mariah is finishing her senior year in Ohio. Our sons 
serve in the military. Daniel is stationed in North Carolina and Brooks 
is in Afghanistan. Our daughter-in-law, Danielle, and granddaughter, 
Sophie, live in Germany. As our family gift this year, we brought every-
one home for a visit and we were together for Christmas! Brooks was 
even able to join us via Skype. It was great to be together, to remember 
the past, talk, laugh, and encourage each other.

When you think about it, our alumni is a lot like a family. When 
you attended BBC, you made lifelong friends. Friends you went 
through good times, bad times, lonely times, and homesick times 
with. Friends you studied, celebrated, and cried with. These friends 
became like family, our alumni family. 

Right now, our family needs your help. Our Alumni Association is 
in the process of reorganizing and revitalizing. We invite anyone who 
has been a student at BBC, not just those who have graduated, to be 
a part of our Alumni Association. We ask for your patience as we go 
through this reorganization. We are trying to set everything up in a 
secure manner. We also ask that you make sure that we have your cor-
rect information. Situations change in the lives of everyone. Please let 
us know what is going on in your life so that we can remain current.

We have a new website set up for our alumni. Please check out 
www.bbcalumni.org to learn how you can be more involved — from 
giving to adopting a student. There is a new job placement tab on the 
website where you can view staff openings in churches or post a staff 
opening in your own ministry.

We alumni are family. We love each other, laugh at each other, 
support each other, criticize each other, and even fight with each oth-
er — just like a real family. As the oldest son of three boys I was the 
leader, the helper, and the protector of my brothers. We could fight 
amongst ourselves but no one could get away with picking on them. 
Let’s be that kind of family! 

BBC is a special place to us as alumni. It is home to our family. 
We may criticize it and get discouraged, but we all have a deep love 
for BBC. It is home, a place to get together, to remember the past, talk, 
laugh, and encourage each other. We invite you to come home for 
Alumni Week. Alumni Week takes place on campus, Feb. 25-March 1.

As a gift to our friends, please go to www.gobbc.edu for messages 
on prayer you can download.

Easy? No. Worth it? Yes.

b b f i  s c h O O l  n e w s

When things go 
north

  by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College 

I was just thinking about things we say. For instance, the expression 
things went south — an idiom that has nothing to do with direction 

but instead expresses something going awry! Logic would say then that 
to go north would mean things are progressing nicely, wouldn’t it? 

Since I am one given to making up new words (just ask my stu-
dents, family, or friends) I am starting a new phrase usage in this article 
of the Tribune! Use it with me! When something is looking up just say, 
things are going north! Then think Boston!

Now, lest I start any Mason-Dixon Line hostilities anew, let me be 
perfectly clear. There is plenty I like about the South. I was born in the 
South to two southerners. Breakfast is better down South. My love for 
fried food surely has roots in the warmer climes. As a college, some of 
our best friends, most generous supporting churches, and most engag-
ing students come from down South. My favorite college sports teams 
are from the south. Just about all the politicians worth having originate 
far down the road from here, and it only gets colder and snowier if you 
take I-95 north out of Boston. So I have no issues with the good South.

But why not find a way to say things are going well, inspired by 
what I see around me at Boston Baptist College? Let me explain without 
embarrassing any of our Boston family by using names. I am thinking 
of a new student who was worried about making it academically. He 
worked his tail off this past semester. I just saw his GPA … above 3.0! I 
am so proud of him and many of our young people who work hard to get 
ready to lead our churches. They are going north! 

Another of our students is married and has to work a lot of hours 
and is faithful to his church. He wrote a paper on biblical church life for 
me that flat out went north! He is learning from the Bible what church 
is supposed to be! 

I see so much going north here in Boston. We have new staff peo-
ple like Phil and Wendi Webber who are … eh … sending it to the North 
Pole! We also have Ken and Gwendolyn Amador who are coming north 
and will be more great additions to the “northiest” team on the planet!

We have another going due north mantra here in Boston. I cannot 
tell you how proud I am of our stewardship here. Our budget team and 
our staff — up and down the line — make us proud month after month 
as we make what we have do the job. In times like these, I can’t brag on 
that enough. Good people doing a good job on a good northern mis-
sion.

Of course, we can look around and see plenty of things going 
south. But … we are not losing all the battles! Things really are going 
north. Now go have some fun and try out our new phrase on somebody.
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You never know where your ministry goes. Not 
too long ago, I received a note of appreciation 
from the wife of a SBC seminary president 
expressing her appreciation for the Tribune and 
asking about an item in the magazine. And just 
a few days ago, someone passed along an email 
from someone who picked up a copy of a  
Tribune at a truck stop. Pastors have told me 
how visitors discovered their churches by find-
ing a Tribune in some out-of-the-way place. 
These are just a few examples demonstrating the 
truth of what founding editor Noel Smith said 
so long ago: “They read the Tribune.”

When you help support the Tribune you 
are extending your ministry reach as well. You 
see, the Tribune is not like most magazines you 
may receive in your church or home. It tells the 
unique story of the Baptist Bible Fellowship 
– the story that takes place among our pas-
tors, our missionaries, our churches. No other 
magazine in the world does that. Our mission 
has long been to tell the good news of what God 
is doing among the preachers and churches of 
the Baptist Bible Fellowship. We are friendly to 
other groups, but we have an explicit agenda 
to promote the ministries associated with the 
Fellowship.

But that agenda means our funding is dif-
ferent as well. I learn about publications closing 
their doors or leaving the print media all the 

time. It even happens among the large publica-
tions like Newsweek, which ceases their print 
editions altogether this year. What keeps us in 
the business of doing Fellowship work is the 
Fellowship itself. We do have individual sub-
scriptions and advertising, of course, but this 
represents a relatively small part of our budget. 
The bulk of our budget comes from monthly 
support and bundle subscriptions (churches 

send us money in exchange for a bundle of 
magazines monthly), and the annual February 
Tribune Offering. That explains our focus on the 
Fellowship, for those are the entities who pay 
the bills. 

The annual February Tribune Offering is 
given above the regular monthly support, much 
like the May college offerings. In the past, the 
offering was a great help to us for doing the ex-
tras, but the past few years it has become a vital 
part of our finances. Frankly, I need your help 
more than ever. 

These are challenging times for all of us 
financially. Let’s face it; because we depend so 
much on the churches of our Fellowship, the 

Tribune’s financial condition is always going 
to be a reflection of how well our churches do. 
Admittedly, we have carefully managed our 
budgets in the past, so we do have some funds 
that help us to operate even in lean times. How-
ever, this year I projected a $30,000 deficit in my 
meeting with the Fellowship officers. We can 
manage that deficit without incurring any debt, 
but we cannot do that over the long term. 

In the meantime, we will continue to 
provide news and information for and about 
our Fellowship. We will continue to provide 
Tribunes to new churches, retired ministers and 
widows of ministers, our Bible college students, 
our missionaries, and a large number of church-
es outside our Fellowship to keep everyone 
informed. We will continue to provide news and 

The Tribune extends your ministry reach By Keith Bassham

spRiNGfield, mo

What keeps us in the business of doing Fellowship work 

               is the Fellowship itselF
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other content to help churches and believers 
grow and prosper. We will continue to produce a 
quality publication that reflects well on all of us. 
We will carefully manage our finances and bring 
good value to the Baptist Bible Fellowship. That 
is my commitment.

Pastors may contact us personally with an 
offering commitment, or the information can be 
passed on to your state fellowship’s chairman or 
director. He wants to know about your commit-
ment anyway.

How much should you give? For some of 
our supporters, this is a major investment run-
ning into the thousands. Most gifts are much 
smaller. If this is your first time, a gift of $15 
is what it takes to cover the cost of an annual 
subscription, and all gifts are appreciated. As a 
starting point, why not pay for the subscription 
your church already receives, and perhaps one 
more?

Whatever you decide, we at the Tribune will 
appreciate your participation in the February 
Tribune Offering. All commitments and gifts 
should be sent so they arrive at our office in 
early February so I can include them in the total 
announced at the Fellowship Meeting in At-
lanta, GA.  If you have questions or need more 
information, please email me at  
editors@tribune.org or call 417.831.3996.

Ministry in Mongolia is unique. So many workers and ministers plant and water into people’s lives 
and the fruit is long in coming. it isn’t often that we get to see the whole story, so to speak. tseegii 
is a bit of an exception for us; though she’s been coming to church since she was younger, we’ve 
gotten to witness much of her journey. She stood up in church the Sunday of her baptism and gave 
a heartfelt testimony about how she had accepted Christ under Chris’s teaching at a youth camp 
and was ready to unashamedly make her decision public through baptism. We have watched her 
grow in her faith, confidence, and service, despite the typical opposition from friends and lack of 
support from family. there is no greater joy! the most exciting part is this is only the beginning of 
her story, and we anticipate God using her in mighty ways. 

Chris & stephanie Ballinger | mongolia

i recently visited Julio in the Joe arpalo Jail where he was sent after being picked up on immigra-
tion charges. Julio came to the U.S. illegally when he was 14 years old. We led his wife and three 
children to the lord three years ago, and they are now members of our church, but Julio had never 
set foot in our church, and at times gave his family a hard time about attending.

the guards brought Julio to the table where i sat in the visitor’s room at the jail, and after a 
short talk about his situation, i opened my bible. For the rest of our time, i openly shared the gospel 
with him as he attentively listened with tears in his eyes.

i asked Julio if he wanted to receive Jesus Christ as his Savior and he responded, “Yes, please 
help me.” there, with the guards and 30 to 40 people watching and listening, we both prayed out 
loud. the room grew quiet as he cried out to the lord in repentance asking for salvation. as our 
time ended, i again prayed and left some tracts and new Christian materials with him.

Days later, i again visited him. He shared how grateful he was and the joy he felt in his heart. 
He told how he shared the tracts with the other inmates one evening before bed. one man read 
the whole gospel tract to the others. Much to Julio’s amazement, several prayed and asked Jesus to 
forgive and save them.

daniel & laura Camacho | uSlG



24  |  Baptist Bible Tribune  |  February 2013

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

Contact Temple Baptist Church, P.O. Box 823, El Dorado, KS 67042 Ph. 316-321-3803 
Email: templebaptistkan@sbcglobal.net  See: www.MissionaryOutpost.com 

 

“The best group study course we have ever 
had. It changed our people aged 16 to 85!”  
A Pastor
 
“NT Handbook is my “Google” for Bible 
study. It unpacks hidden treasures in word 
meanings and background info.” A Layman
  
 

Textbooks: OT Guidebook & NT Handbook - 
$14 each + S&H (order min. of  5) 

Workbook - $10 
OT or NT DVD Thirty Lecture Library 

- $55 each
Leader’s Manual - $35 

 

Exciting Bible Survey Courses 
bring the Bible alive!

  

H. Richard Hester

~ Illustrated Bible Resource Books you’ll use! ~

NT  Guidebook 

OT  Handbook
$24

Each year, Fair Oaks Church and Pastor David 
Stokes has a “Give It Away Day” a week or two 
before Christmas. Members are encouraged to 
do random acts of kindness, such as paying for 
a meal in a restaurant or making a purchase for 
someone in a checkout line in a store. The gift is 
accompanied by a word of encouragement and 
an invitation to church services.

Pastor Stokes reported in December he 
had received notes of appreciation from some 
recipients. One wrote that she and her husband 
had been reeling from a personal tragedy at 
about the same time as the Newtown shoot-
ing, explaining “I am pretty broken down right 
now.  Saturday evening I decided to go out and 
do some Christmas shopping to try and lift my 
spirits.  While standing in line at Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, a member of your church was in front 
of me in line and checking out.  After she was 
done paying and the cashier had started to scan 
my two items, she turns and asks if she can pay 
for my items.  She explains that her church is 

doing ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ all day and 
gives me one of the church’s cards.  I was so 
taken back and shocked I barely could get out 
words to thank her and wish her a Merry Christ-
mas while trying not to break down right there 

Fair Oaks Church has “Give It Away Day” leading up to Christmas
fAiRfAx, VA

in the store … that little act really touched me 
and reminded me that there are just really good 
people out there and when you least expect it 
and you feel really hurt and broken there are 
angels among us …”

Another wrote that she was having lunch at 
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ONE

a local mall when a Fair Oaks member tapped 
her on the shoulder and bought her lunch. 
What the member did not know, the letter 
writer said, was “… that yesterday I lost my job. 
Needless to say it’s been a very rough 24 hours 

for me, and her kindness touched me in a way 
that I can’t even begin to express. To them it 
may have only seemed like lunch but to me it 
meant so much more, it reminded me to keep 
my head up, and to have faith, and to always 
remember the good people out there.”

“... yesterday I lost my job. Needless to say it’s been a 
very rough 24 hours for me, and her kindness touched 
me in a way that I can’t even begin to express.”
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Harold DeVilbiss, BBFI missionary, celebrates 86th birthday
mexiCo City, mexiCo
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Family and friends helped longtime BBFI 
missionary Harold DeVilbiss celebrate his 86th 
birthday in Mexico City December 22, 2012. The 
celebration included a cake (he ate three pieces), a 
piñata, and traditional birthday music in English 
and Spanish. The family also sang “Beautiful, 
Beautiful Texas” and “The Eyes Of Texas Are Upon 
You” in honor of his San Antonio origins.

Harold DeVilbiss takes a whack at a pinata 
on his 86th birthday in Mexico City

Harold was sent to Mexico by Kansas City 
Baptist Temple in 1946, four years before the 
founding of the Baptist Bible Fellowship in 
the U.S. He continues to be used by God in 
the ministry in México now for 66 years and 
plans to do so until his Lord calls him home. 
Fellow missionary Ed Hoagland says, “His 
family thinks that Jesus will have to come and 
get him for him to leave. The BBF of México is 
very thankful for the life and ministry that this 
servant of Jesus Christ has invested in their 
country to proclaim the gospel of salvation.”
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Pastor John Arnold and Crossroads Minis-
tries/Library Baptist Church has been using a 
Christmas dinner theater approach for commu-
nity outreach several seasons. Across the four 
performances over two weekends, more than 
1,100 people attended the presentation. 

Arnold describes this year’s play, “Hum-
bug,” as a story about a would-be 1950s era 
version of Ebenezer Scrooge, complete with all 
the greed and no real feelings for his 
fellow townspeople, from whom he 
hopes to make a large profit in a hous-
ing scheme.

To help with the overall focus, 
the gym, which serves as the dinner 
hall, was decorated with a 1950s motif. 
Tablecloths were pink, and the holders 
of the table numbers had a picture of a 
red ‘57 Chevy, the iconic classic car. 

Church members find it easy to invite 
friends and neighbors. One couple invited 
guests home after the program, and 75 people 
showed up! Arnold says, “We are always sur-
prised at how God blesses the work and dedica-
tion of our people who bring their coworkers, 
acquaintances, family, and friends for a night 
out which includes a presentation of the gospel.”

Pittsburgh church hosts evangelistic Christmas dinner 
pittsBuRGh, pA

Arnold is an active member of a local 
classic car community, and 50 people from that 
group attended. Each year, years of work bear 
fruit. John noted, “One of our dinner guests was 
a person for whom we have been praying many 
years. When we reviewed the response cards, 
we found that this Christmas will be different 
for her and her family.”

WASHINGTON (BP) -- The U.S. Supreme 
Court has announced the dates it will hear 
two huge cases concerning lawsuits that could 
reaffirm the historical definition of marriage 
or lead to the legalization of gay marriage — 
March 26 and 27.

The high court will consider the 
constitutionality of California’s Proposition 8 
March 26 and the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act March 27. Combined, the two cases 
could lead to the legalization of gay marriage 
nationwide — or the affirmation of current 
laws. The court previously had announced it 
was taking the cases but it didn’t reveal the oral 
argument dates until Monday (Jan. 7).

Some are calling the cases the “Roe v. 
Wade” of gay marriage. But Christian groups 
are hoping for a more positive outcome. 

At issue in the Prop 8 case is whether 
California — and possibly by extension any 
state — can legally define marriage as between 
one man and one woman. The Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) case concerns a similar 
issue: whether the federal government can 
define marriage in the traditional sense, and 
thereby not recognize gay marriage in the states 
where it’s legal.

Nine states recognize gay marriage, and 

Supreme Court sets dates for marriage cases
WAshiNGtoN, dC

30 have constitutional amendments defining 
marriage as between one man and one woman. 
The other 11 states define marriage in statutes 
as between a man and a woman. 

If the Supreme Court strikes down 
California Prop 8, then the 41 states that don’t 
recognize gay marriage could be forced to do 
so. If it overturns DOMA, then the federal 
government will be forced to recognize the gay 
marriages of the nine states where it’s legal, 
something it currently does not.

Lower courts struck down DOMA and 
Prop 8 in the cases at issue.

California voters passed Prop 8 in 2008 
by a margin of 52-48. The amendment reads, 
“Only marriage between a man and a woman 
is valid or recognized in California.” It reversed 
a California Supreme Court ruling that had 
legalized gay marriage.

“Every one of the numerous legal steps 
we have taken for the past four years has 
been in anticipation of this moment,” Andy 
Pugno, general counsel for California’s 
ProtectMarriage.com, said in a December 
statement. ProtectMarriage.com is the 
organization behind Prop 8. 

“Arguing this case before the Supreme 
Court finally gives us a chance at a fair hearing, 

something that hasn’t been afforded to the 
people since we began this fight,” Pugno said. 
“We are delighted that the nation’s highest 
court will decide whether to uphold the will 
of more than seven million Californians who 
voted to preserve the unique definition of 
marriage as only between one man and one 
woman.”

The Defense of Marriage Act was passed 
by Congress in 1996 and signed by President 
Clinton.

“Marriage between a man and a woman 
is a universal good that diverse cultures and 
faiths have honored throughout the history 
of Western Civilization,” Alliance Defending 
Freedom attorney Jim Campbell said in a 
December statement. ADF supports DOMA 
and Prop 8.

“Marriage expresses the truth that men 
and women bring distinct, irreplaceable gifts to 
family life. The ProtectMarriage.com legal team 
looks forward to advocating before the U.S. 
Supreme Court on behalf of the people’s right 
to preserve this fundamental building block of 
civilization,” Campbell said.

Compiled by Michael Foust, associate editor of Baptist 

Press.  © Copyright 2013 Baptist Press
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James Leo Thompson, a preach-
ing veteran for 65 years, passed 
from this life December 15, 2012, 
at the age of 87.

Born March 15, 1925, Mr. 
Thompson graduated from 

Springfield High School and met his wife, Ven-
ita Matthews, while working alongside her at 
The Producers. They were married February 10, 
1944, at High Street Baptist Church and began 
their lives together by moving to Selah, WA, 
where they started Selah Bible Baptist Church. 
He remained there for over 25 years and also 
served as pastor in Boise, ID, Sacramento, CA, 
and Aurora, MO. In 1976, they moved back to 
Springfield where Leo taught at Baptist Bible 
College for 24 years. 

Leo is preceded in death by his wife, Ven-
ita (of 67 years), and he is survived by a son, 
six grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. 
Memorial services were held December 20 in 
Springfield, MO.

spRiNGfield, mo

leO thOmpsOn

Particular Baptist Press has released a new and 
expanded volume incorporating a completely 
revised and corrected edition of The Life and 
Ministry of John Gano, 1727-1804. Gano was 
a leading Baptist pastor in the 18th century 
in New Jersey and noted particularly for his 
service as a chaplain with the Continental Army 
during the Revolutionary War. Some also make 
the controversial claim that Gano baptized 
George Washington.

New bio of John Gano released by Particular Baptist Press
spRiNGfield, mo

Everette Cooper went home with the Lord on 
February 9, 2012.  Born January 27, 1943, Ever-
ette gave his life to the Lord as a nine-year-old 
boy. As a teenager, he attended Indianapolis 
Baptist Temple, where he accepted the call to 
the ministry. Everette attended Baptist Bible 
College in Springfield, MO, and graduated in 
1965. While at BBC he met his future wife, Lois 
Treadway, who was also a student at BBC. He 
and Lois married in May 1964.

Everette pastored Eagle Crest Baptist 
Church, Indianapolis, IN; Oakland Heights 
Baptist Church, Hickory, NC; Springbank 
Baptist Church, Dalzell, SC; and Faith Baptist 
Church, Oakboro, NC. He retired in 2005 and 
moved to Irving, TX, to be near family.

Everett is survived by his wife, Lois, a 
daughter, and a grandson.

(Note: Pastor Cooper passed last year, but we 
have just recently received the obituary.)

iRViNG, tx

everette cOOper

Twelve appendices reproduce details on 
John Gano’s children, sermons, land deed, 
diary, and expense account for 1773-1774, and 
the book includes a 
30-page discussion 
on the strengths 
and weaknesses 
of the Gano 
family evidence 
on the baptism of 
General George 
Washington during 
the Revolutionary 
War, as presented 
by descendants and 
L. C. Barnes in a controversial 1922 paper.

The 704-page book will be of interest 
to students of Baptist history and George 
Washington. The volume costs $42.50, and 
more information is available at PBPress.org.

Used by America’s Leading Churches!

Explains the meaning  
& purpose of baptism.

For info. contact:

Adult Edition Baptism
Childrens Edition Baptism
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Free income tax preparation for clergy and religious workers. Fed-
eral and state returns prepared and e-filing available. Faith-based ministry.  
www.ClergyTaxes.com or Clergy/Taxes@aol.com.

The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years 
experience rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe Gleason, 2256 
E. Nora, Springfield, MO 65803, for prices. 
(417) 865-3823 or thebiblerebinder@gmail.com.

Religious books for sale  List sent email dudley1@fidnet.com Evan-
gelist Bill Dudley, 1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417) 532-2665.  
www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Lead your leaders on a Holy Land Tour 
The Bible land experience can transform your 
church leaders as much or more than a Revival 
Meeting. Call for information from Discover the 
Bible Land Tours, Jeanne, (314) 239-9958 or 
email jnbill3@aol.com. Our 2013 tour dates are 
April 8-18 and Sept. 29 - Oct. 10. Pastor’s comp 
program still in effect.

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 1701 
Tyler Lnl, Conroe, TX 77301 (903) 756-4386 or 
(903) 284-8698; ciswilling@aol.com,   
www.swillingpublications.org

Alliterated Outlines Ephesians, Jude, Jonah-
James and other outline books, send for free 
outlines and price list. Bob Smallwood, 311 Harlan 
Lane Rd., Villa Rica, GA 30180 (770) 459-3120

Country Church for sale, 80-person capac-
ity w/full kitchen, recreation hall, 4 wooded acres 
on blacktop road. Comes w/2BR manufactured 
home. $99,500. Call 800-760-2255 Reece & 
Nichols Golden Key Realty

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject to 
approval of the Baptist Bible Tribune. Advertising in 
the BBT does not necessarily imply the endorsement 
of the publisher. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

tribuneclassifieds

sept 16-18, 2013 ventura baptist church  
     ventura ca • pastor lewis Mcclendon

bbFi upcoMinG calenDar note    BBFi Fall national Meeting
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Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
PO Box 867505, Plano, TX 75086 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
PO Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 707.344.4140  www.darttmusic.com

evangelist ads are available to any evan-
gelist listed in the Fellowship Directory for $10 
per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

• Living Water Baptist Church
7752 Ave. F, Mobile AL 36608
251-631-3008 www.lwbcmobile.com  
Pastor James Richardson

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 
6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, 
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel 
Dennis

ARKANSAS
• Berryville Baptist Church
112 E. Fancher St., Berryville, AR   
72616, Phone: (870) 423-2340, Pastor 
Derryl DeShields

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway 
49 and Redbud (location only), 
559/641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist 
Tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90015, 213/744-
9999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr. 
sermon manuscripts at www.realcon-
version.com

• Ocean View Church, 2460 Palm 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/424-
7870 www.oceanviewchurch.com 
Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvary-
roadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hart-
ford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor 
Michael Stoddard

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLORIDA
• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Al-
tamonte Springs, FL 32701, 407/831-
0950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve 
Ware

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 
7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard 
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 To-
moka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 
34209, 941/795-3767 Pastor James 
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954, 941/625-1273 Pastor William 
K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 
34788  352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954, 941/625-8550, Pastor Chip 
Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 
1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352/326-5738, Pastor George Mulford 
III  www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist 
Church and Academy, 8460 
Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles 
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon 
GA 31216. 478/781-2981  
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 94-
1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797. 
808/677-0731 Pastor Steven C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 
4411 Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton 
Park, IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor 
Bruce Humbert

IOWA
• Heartland Baptist Church
3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,  
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor 
Randy Abell

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist 
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield, 
KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff 
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67211
316/263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Gary Phelps

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 
1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. 
Mentzer

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508/583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill 
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 
Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 
2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Mill-
ville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,   
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor 
Danny Gardner
 

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. 
Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org 
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com 
Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & 
Academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 
28314, 910/868-5156,  
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 W. 
Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 937/444-
2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., 
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626 
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Tim LaBouf

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken 
McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 
600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie 
Emerson

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

TEXAS  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., 
Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176 
Pastor R.D. Wade

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, 
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 
www.firstbaptistwrightcity.com Pastor 
Rohn M. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor John Gross

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, 
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill 
Campbell

Talley Rd. Baptist Church
3120 Talley Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78253, 210/862-3108,  
www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com, Pastor Larry Bruce

VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian 
Hudson

• Central Baptist Church, 13910 
Minnieville Rd. Woodbridge, VA 22193, 
703/583-1717, office@cbcwoodbridge.
org, Pastor Brad Weniger

WEST VIRGINIA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, 
U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/736-
8006 Pastor Jerry Warren

Participation in the Baptist Bible 

Fellowship International is open 

to any Baptist pastor of a sup-

porting Baptist church believing 

in and adhering to the Word of 

God, on the basis of the BBFI 

Articles of Faith. For listing on 

this page, a Baptist church is one 

that declares in legal and/or faith 

documents it is Baptist in doctrine 

and practice. A supporting church 

is one that financially supports 

BBFI missions or colleges. 
(Sources: Constitution and Bylaws of the 

BBFI and The BBFI Contact Directory)

Church ads are 
available to any 
BBFI church for 
$10 per issue.  

To place an ad, call 

(417) 831-3996.

c h u r c h  a d s
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AfterWords 

1. believe that God provides
Do you trust the Lord? If the answer is yes, then you will not 

be overcome with worry and fear. Trust the Lord. Every one of us 
depends on the Lord for all that we have. Times like these simply 
remind us of that.

Maybe times like these are intended to bring us back. Here 
we are —fat and happy — and we forget about God and his 
purpose for our lives. I don’t mind the shake up and the wake up 
… it reminds me to look up.

2. exercise discipline
Proverbs 21:20 declares: “Precious treasure and oil are in a 

wise man’s dwelling, but a foolish man devours it.”
This verse isn’t about rich and poor people. It is about 

wise and foolish people. Financial issues are rooted in spiritual 
issues. Jesus said, “Your heart follows your money.”

Overspending and overextending is simply a symptom of 
an undisciplined life. An undisciplined life leads to more than 
overspending and debt. An undisciplined life leads to apathy, 
misdirection, and — eventually — sin. Be wise, and restrain 
yourself. Do not be foolish and blow all that you have. 

3. spend wisely
Tithe. Provide the basic necessities. Use a coupon. Drive 

your used car longer. Remodel instead of relocating. Be wise. 
Do you really need what you are about to purchase? Will your 
purchase bring glory to God? Is this a decision a wise person 
would make?

4. save
This is not only a dead art in America — it has become an 

artifact. Five years from now they ought to place a piggy bank 
in the Smithsonian to remind us all of the ancient ritual of our 
primitive ancestors who saved money and paid cash.

You can do better for yourself, your family, and God. Learn 
to save money. Don’t hoard it — God doesn’t like that either — 
but save.

Joseph told Pharaoh to save for seven years in order to meet 
the needs of the next lean seven years. What would America 
look like if our government had spent wisely and saved? What 
would your life look like —what would it feel like — if you spent 
wisely and saved?

5. share
God’s plan to bless and save Egypt was not about Egypt. It 

was about God’s chosen people. God designed this plan to use 
Egypt to save other people.

We do not follow God’s plans for our finances simply to 
provide stability and wealth for ourselves. God asks us to share. 
God asks us to be givers. The simple truth is this: if I am stuck in 
debt, I am unable to share and give like I want to. When I follow 
God’s plan, I have my needs met, and I can support God’s church 
and help others who really have been affected by circumstances 
outside of their control.

I am not sure what your position is on helping and needing 
help. Mine is this: I want to be someone who spends wisely and 
saves so I can give and share. Giving and sharing is an amazing 
way to help meet needs and transform lives. 

For months, we have been hearing about the looming “fiscal 
cliff” — that terrible financial collapse that was to destroy us if 

Congress failed to address the financial issues of our country.
Once again, it is necessary to remind believers everywhere 

of what the Bible says: “Our hope is in the Lord.” David bragged 
about the goodness of the Lord and said, “I have never seen your 
servant begging for food.” Paul reminded the poor and needy 
Philippians, “My God will supply every need you have with his 
riches in glory!”

If our government fails to find a solution for the debt crisis, 
God is still going to be there on his throne. God is in control. He 
is in control of this and everything else.

Right now we are all hanging on that fiscal cliff — whatever 
that really means. And while it may look and feel like we are 
dangling over destruction and despair, we know that God 
is really there! God gives directions for avoiding a country’s 
economic collapse in Genesis 41. Joseph told Pharaoh, “You are 
going to have seven years of growth and economic prosperity! 
Unprecedented growth, double-digit profit margins, and low 
unemployment.” Sounds good … really good.

“Then you will have seven years of depression that will wipe 
out all of the growth, wealth, and blessing.” That’s bad news. 

But Joseph gave a plan to save in the good years so there 
would be some provision during the depression. What a lesson. 
I wish our churches would learn to save the plenty for the times 
of trouble. God’s work deserves top-of-the-line management and 
financial accountability.

Even more, we should personally learn those principles. We 
must not get caught up in consumerism and materialism. We 
must not mortgage our future because we lack the discipline to 
do without until we can save up the money. Proverbs 22:7 says, 
“The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the 
lender.”

I do not believe it is always wrong to borrow money. I do 
believe it is wrong to assume a mortgage you cannot afford, two 
loans on vehicles you really cannot afford, and maxed out credit 
cards. If you live this way, you aren’t working for God or yourself. 
You are a slave.

Here are a few observations that can help you survive your 
own fiscal cliffs:

Joseph: God’s plan for fiscal cliff hangers By charles Miller
                pastor, lima Baptist temple, lima, oH
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