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O n  t h e  t a b l e 

A day or so before we went to press, good friend and BBFI 
pioneer evangelist Don Brown was called home by the 

Lord. A full obituary will be included in the next issue, but 
I mention his departure as a reminder, along with the other 
notices on our With the Lord page, of the aging of our Fellow-
ship. The average age of a non-catholic pastor in our country is 
in the lower 50s, and it rose about a half-year every year when 
we were collecting data in the 1990s. Recently, in response to a 
shortage of priests, the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston raised 
the retirement age form 70 to 75 (a priest is expected to remain 
“active,” that is available for temporary assignment to age 75).

Former Tribune editor Jim Combs and Fellowship found-
er Wally Williams recently visited my office, and we counted 
eight people still living among those who gathered at the 
Hotel Texas in Fort Worth in May 1950 to found the Baptist 
Bible Fellowship. Two others who attended but did not sign 
the founding document also survive — 10 in all who have been 
here from the beginning — all young men at the time.

If I read the early Tribunes aright, no one seriously 
thought we would be around as a movement to celebrate a 
50th, let alone a 60th anniversary. My predecessor, Tribune 
founder Noel Smith, opined in 1952 that “if things go on as 
they are — contingent, of course, on the coming of our Lord 
— the Baptist Bible Fellowship probably has 25 years to do 
what it is going to do. After that, the way things are going, it 
will go down into Egypt.”

Regarding the Tribune itself, he wrote that if the paper 
was still in business 25 years out, it would probably be edited 
by what he would call a “modernist.” On the other hand, Mr. 
Smith’s conclusion, if not his premise, was on the mark. He 
asked in that same editorial, “How much good can we all do 
together while the Baptist Bible Fellowship has the blood of 
youth in it, while it is true to the Bible? …We don’t have long 
at most — and we may not have another day.”

Nevertheless, back in 1952, Editor Smith believed that 
the Fellowship deserved a future, and 22 years later, he was 
still helping to form it. Well, we are still here, and we are true 
to the Bible. And while it may be true that the average pas-
tor’s and missionary’s age is higher than it was in the 1950s, by 
the sheer fact of the numbers, the Fellowship has no shortage 
of young, bright, creative, and godly men and women, “the 
blood of youth,” with the courage to face giants, armed only 
with slings and faith if need be. The question for us today, as 
we seek a revival in this movement, is this: Will our energies 
be directed more toward preserving the past or will we take 
this opportunity to show we still deserve a future?
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Pro-God ads will hit some 1,000 subway cars 
throughout New York City beginning Friday, 

announced the New York church sponsoring the 
campaign.

Times Square Church, located in the heart of 
Times Square in New York City, will launch its ad 
campaign in hundreds of subway cars and on 50 
platform posters in Manhattan stations at the end 
of this week.

Ads will boldly feature the words “God is” in 
the center, surrounded by words describing God’s 
qualities in colorful fonts. Among the “God is” 
attributes are: with you, willing to help, able to 
protect, a father, a husband to the widow, your 
friend, aware of your struggle, a good listener, the 
one who loves you, power to change, incredible, 
ready to forgive, there when no one else is, look-
ing at you, Jesus.

“We want to encourage people to seek God 
and prove that indeed He is,” explains Carter Con-
lon, senior pastor of Times Square Church. “The 
ads describe God in just a few of the infinite ways 
He proves His presence to us every day.”

 
Source: Jennifer Riley, Christian Post, www.christianpost.com

Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

Some research on spanking by Jen-
nifer Lansford and Ken Dodge sug-

gests that if a culture views spanking 
as the normal consequence for bad 
behavior, kids aren’t damaged by its 
occasional use. They explain the data 
by suggesting that in cultures or com-
munities where spanking is common, 
parents are not punishing out of anger. 
But columnist Po Bronson asks, “What 
about the third option: not spanking 
them at all?”

“Unfortunately, there’s been little 
study of this, because children who’ve 
never been spanked aren’t easy to 
find. Most kids receive physical dis-
cipline at least once in their life. But 
times are changing, and parents today 
have numerous alternatives to spank-
ing. The result is that kids are spanked 
less often overall, and kids who’ve 
never been spanked are becoming a 
bigger slice of the pie in long-term 
population studies.”

Marjorie Gunnoe is working on 
a study and finds that that almost 
a quarter of the teens in the study 
report they were never spanked.

When asked if kids who have 
never been spanked are any better 
off, long term, Gunnoe replies, “I didn’t 
find that in my data.” In fact, the 

New research indicates not spanking might be 
worse for kids than spanking them

“God Is” ad campaign to hit 
1,000 NYC subways

study that takes in several years and 
cross-references data about antisocial 
behavior, early sexual activity, physical 
violence, and depression, goes further 
than most similar surveys by looking 
at possible good outcomes for teens 
and young adults — academic rank, 
volunteer work, college aspirations, 
hope for the future, and confidence in 
their ability to earn a living when they 
grow up.

According to Bronson and Gun-
noe, they discovered a shocker: “those 
who’d been spanked just when they 
were young — ages 2 to 6 — were 
doing a little better as teenagers than 
those who’d never been spanked. On 
almost every measure.”

NurtureShock also wrote earlier 
about the work of Sarah Schoppe-
Sullivan, who found that children of 
progressive dads were acting out more 
in school, likely because the fathers 
were “inconsistent disciplinarians; they 
were emotionally uncertain about when 
and how to punish, and thus they were 
reinventing the wheel every time they 
had to reprimand their child. And there 
was more conflict in their marriage 
over how best to parent, and how to 
divide parenting responsibilities.”

     
Source: Po Bronson, NurtureShock, on the  

Newsweek website, December 31, 2009

A survey of scientists who are members 
of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, conducted by the 
Pew Research Center for the People & the 
Press in 2009, finds that members are, on 
the whole, much less religious than the gen-
eral public.1 Indeed, the survey shows that 
scientists are roughly half as likely as the 
general public to believe in God or a higher 
power. According to the poll, just over half 
of scientists (51%) believe in some form of 
deity or higher power; specifically, 33% of 
scientists say they believe in God, while 18% 
believe in a universal spirit or higher power. 
By contrast, 95% of Americans believe in 
some form of deity or higher power, ac-
cording to a survey of the general public 
conducted by the Pew Research Center in 
July 2006. Specifically, more than eight-in-

ten Americans (83%) say they believe 
in God and 12% believe in a universal 
spirit or higher power. Finally, the poll of 
scientists finds that four-in-ten scientists 
(41%) say they do not believe in God 
or a higher power, while the poll of the 
public finds that only 4% of Americans 
share this view.

The recent survey of scientists tracks 
fairly closely with earlier polls. The first of 
these was conducted in 1914 by James 
Leuba, who surveyed about 1,000 scien-
tists in the United States. Leuba found 

the scientific community equally divided, 
with 42% saying that they believed in a 
personal God and the same number say-
ing they did not. 

More than 80 years later, Edward 
Larson, a historian of science then teach-
ing at the University of Georgia, recreated 
Leuba’s survey, asking the same number 
of scientists the exact same questions. To 
the surprise of many, Larson’s 1996 poll 
came up with similar results, finding that 
40% of scientists believed in a personal 
God, while 45% said they did not.  

Scientists and belief in God

Source: David Masci, Senior Researcher, Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life. www.pewforum.org
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NASHVILLE Tenn. – While the U.S. economy shows 
signs of experiencing a “jobless recovery,” the coun-

try’s 10 percent unemployment rate is keeping church 
budgets in a bind, a new study by LifeWay Research 
found. Yet in spite of the financial difficulty, many 
churches are launching new ministries to help families in 
need.

A full 35 percent of the 1,002 Protestant pastors 
surveyed in November 2009 said giving in their churches 
was flat compared to the same period in 2008. Another 
29 percent said giving was down, including 18 percent 
who reported a decrease of 10 percent or more.

More than half the pastors reported higher unem-
ployment in their congregations and almost a fourth 
said more people have moved away in search of work. 
Many more churches reported they had frozen staff 
salaries for 2009 — 47 percent, in contrast to 35 
percent as reported in a similar February 2009 survey. 
Forty percent indicated they had cut back on outsourc-
ing products and services to save money.

Seventy percent of the pastors said they were 
receiving more requests for financial assistance from 
people outside the congregation, and 42 percent said 
their churches had responded by increasing spending on 
behalf of needy families. Additionally, 44 percent said 
more church members were involved in volunteer service 
to their communities.

Among the survey’s other findings:
• 11 percent reduced staff salaries from 2008 levels, 8 

percent delayed planned hiring, 5 percent reduced 
staff insurance benefits, 5 percent laid off one or 
more employees, and 14 percent delayed large capi-
tal expenses.

• 35 percent of the pastors said they had paid more 
ministry expenses out of their own pockets, 16 per-
cent took voluntary pay cuts, 7 percent added non-
ministry jobs for more income, and 7 percent asked 
their spouses to add a non-ministry job.

• 38 percent of the pastors said they were receiving 
more requests for assistance from church members, 
14 percent said more people in their congregations 
had lost their homes, and 14 percent said fewer 
people are volunteering because they are working 
longer hours.
In many cases, difficult economic times are hav-

ing the beneficial side effect of enlarging congregations’ 
vision for helping people in need — both inside and 
outside the congregation. But the financial pinch is not 
likely to ease until the unemployment situation improves, 
Stetzer said.

“The economic downturn is forcing many churches 
to become more volunteer-driven organizations focused 
on helping the hurting in times of need,” Ed Stetzer, di-
rector of Lifeway Research, said. “But churches have not 
yet joined the broader economic recovery and, historical-
ly, they tend to recover financially when unemployment 
decreases — and usually after the economy as a whole.”

Source: Full article at www.christianpost.com

Churches not yet enjoying 
economic rebound 50 years ago...in the Baptist Bible Tribune

Story appeared in the Februuary 12, 1960 edition of the Tribune.
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Savannah
G E O R G I A

Guest Speakers

Paul Monroe
Morris Brown
Mark Hodges
William Fluker
Rick Johnson
Duke Hergatt
Joe Murray
Phil Hopper
Jayson Workman
Monty Maple
Archie Emerson
Jim Combs
Charles Petitt
Bill Monroe

BBFI National Fellowship Meeting  ■  February 14-17

Host Hotel 
Savannah Marriott  special rate 
of $119 
100 General McIntosh Blvd. 
Savannah, GA 31401  
Phone:  (912) 233-7722
www.marriott.com/savrf
Reservation Link: standard 
room Bible Baptist Fellowship 
(800) 285-0633

Other Hotels  
Hampton Inn & Suites Savan-
nah/Midtown (brand new) $99 
plus tax per night
Rate includes complimentary 
continental breakfast for up to 
two guests per room
20 Johnston Street
Savannah, GA 31405
(912) 721-3700
(800) 426-7866 
(use property code SAVMD)
www.hamptoninn.hilton.com

Spring Hill Suites (Marriott) 
special BBFI rate $79 until  
January 16
11317 Abercorn Street
Savannah, GA 31419
(912) 920-3787
www.marriott.com/savsh

SpringHill Suites Savannah 
Downtown/Historic District   
$119
150 Montgomery Street 
Savannah, GA 31401  
Phone:  (912) 629-5300 
Fax:  (912) 629-5301
www.marriott.com/hotels/
travel/savhd-springhill-suites-
savannah-downtown-historic-
district

For those who would like to 
stay on the beach you can check 
out  www.tybeevisit.com

Special Events

Thursday Feb. 18, 2010
 
Savannah Trolley Tour  
Leaves the church at 9:00 a. m. 
and includes a guided tour of 
Savannah, lunch at Lady and 
Sons, and returns to the church by 
12:30. Total cost: $37 per person.

Reservations must be made in 
advance of BBFI meeting

   
Golf Tournament 
Benefits go to the BBFI National 
Church Planting Office

In the last nine years, it has been our privilege to be the host church for three 
National Meetings. The meeting this February is one we look toward to with much excite-
ment. As one who has been deeply involved in our NCPO efforts, what joy it is that our 
emphasis will be upon church planting! Many testimonies will be shared and men who 
have started works will be preaching for us. Of course, mix all that with the beauty of 
Savannah at springtime, with our parks, great southern food, and hospitality and you 
come up with a formula for a wonderful time together. My church is excited and we look 
forward to demonstrating again southern hospitality. God bless and we look forward to 
seeing you in February. 

Herb and Shirley Hubbard

Beach Hotels - about 35 minutes 
from Bible Baptist Church, 20 
minutes from downtown

Ocean Plaza Beach Resort / 
$89 ocean front, $69 pool side
15th Street & Ocean Front
Tybee Island, GA 31328
Phone: (912) 786-7777
www.oceanplaza.com

Desoto Beach Hotel / Grand 
Deluxe $116.95, Premier 
$89.95, Standard $69.95 
212 Butler Avenue
Tybee Island, GA 31328
Phone: (912) 786-4542
Toll-Free: (877) 786-4542
www.desotobeachhotel.com

Bible Baptist Church  |  Pastor Herb Hubbard  | Savannah, GA  |  www.bbsav.org
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I will depart from the expected format a 
Bible student/teacher might use for getting 
at the arguments for the existence of God. 

For one thing, the words used are hard to spell 
and pronounce (for instance, teleological argu-
ment, anthropological argument, cosmological 
argument, etc.) and hard to work into a con-
versation. Additionally, those words are hard to 
incarnate, that is, put into flesh, so the ordinary 
person can quickly grasp their importance. The 
concepts themselves are not so difficult, but the 
packaging could use some work.

Instead, I want to begin by giving some 
ground to the atheist or agnostic. The truth is, 
I can think of no one who believes in God be-
cause he or she came to that position because 
of a rational argument. No one put forward 
the idea of the existence of God because of a 
hypothesis in which God’s existence explains 
some type of observed phenomena. As Alvin 
Plantinga writes, Christians do not

...typically propose the existence of God 

(let alone other characteristic Christian doc-
trines, such as Trinity, Incarnation, Atone-
ment) as a kind of hypothesis, designed 
to explain organized complexity or other 
phenomena. They don’t believe in God be-
cause God’s existence and activity is a good 
hypothesis, a good explanation of organized 
complexity in the world. When God spoke 
to Moses from the burning bush, Moses 
didn’t say, “Hey, look at that weird bush! It’s 
on fire but isn’t burning up! And listen to 
those sounds coming out of it! What’s the 
best explanatory hypothesis I can think of? 
Perhaps there is an all-knowing, all-powerful 
wholly good being who created the world, 
and he is addressing me from that bush. Yes, 
that must be it, that’s a good explanation of 
the phenomena.” Christians do not reason 
as follows: “What is the best explanation 
for all that organized complexity and the 
rest of what we see about us? Well, let’s see, 
perhaps there is an omniscient, omnipotent, 
wholly good being who created the world. 

Yes that’s it; and perhaps this being is one of 
three persons, the other two being his divine 
son and a third person proceeding from the 
first two (yet there are not three Gods but 
one); the second person became incarnate, 
suffered, was crucified, and died, thus aton-
ing for our sins and making it possible for 
us to have life and have it more abundantly. 
Right; that’s got to be it; that’s a dandy 
explanation of the facts.” What Christian 
would reason like that? (Alvin Plantinga in 
a book review, Books and Culture, May/June 
1996)

No, we Christians think the way we do 
about God by way of faith, by way of the revela-
tion of Himself through the Bible. Now at a 
certain level, that may seem irrational, and 
even ignorant to some, but all people every-
where accept all sorts of things without making 
rational arguments for them. Pardon my side 
trip into philosophy here, but I have to go that 
direction briefly to make the case. For instance, 

With Good Reason
by Keith Bassham

Second article in the series

The exisTence of god
Part 1
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we accept the fact that we are individuals, that 
there are other persons separate from ourselves, 
that there is a past, and a future, that some 
things are right, and other things are wrong — 
all without what most people consider to be a 
purely rational argument for their existence — 
and all these concepts have generated mounds 
of philosophical thought and literature. We 
routinely trust intuition, memory, and per-
ception as valid sources of knowledge. Is this 
considered so very irrational, or does it make 
the conclusions derived from these sources 
automatically invalid?

Of course not. But often the non-believer 
thinks this is the big gun to use against believ-
ers: because the believer must depend upon 
faith rather than rational arguments for the 
certain existence of God, there is no God. So, 
that’s the ground I am giving to the atheist/
agnostic: you can’t certainly demonstrate God’s 
existence by reason alone. But that is not as big 
a giveaway as it seems. For one thing, the non-
believer has a faith-thing going as well.

In his book, The Reason for God, and 
lectures he gives on the subject, Tim Keller 
outlines why a person should believe in God, 
and the rest of this article will take a look at his 
simple proposal. Think of a ladder with three 
rungs, a ladder takes someone from unbelief 
to belief. A person on the first rung will realize 
that it takes faith to disbelieve as well as to be-
lieve in God. That’s something the non-believer 
had not counted on, because he or she took it 
for granted that the decision was very rational 
and reason-based. However, take away the “rea-
sons” for not believing, or remove the “proofs” 
there is no God, and you are left with faith.

It gets tougher though. The second rung is 
where a person sees that it takes a larger leap of 
faith to disbelieve than to believe, and the third 
is the one calling for commitment in order to 
achieve certainty. But we will leave those two 
rungs for later. Let’s work on Keller’s first rung, 
the faith rung, where he takes care of what he 
considers some common arguments against the 
existence of God. 

Argument 1 – The presence of evil and suf-
fering show that God does not exist — the 
idea being that if an all-good and all-powerful 
God was truly there, He would remove all 
pointless evil and suffering. David Hume, the 

famous 18th-century philosopher, framed the 
issue thus: “Is [God] willing to prevent evil, 
but not able? Then he is impotent. Is he able, 
but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he 
both able and willing? Whence then is evil?” 
The argument still appears in popular best-
selling anti-God books, but the late Christian 
philosopher William Alston said the effort to 
use evil as an argument to disprove God “is now 
acknowledged on almost all sides in philosophy 
as completely bankrupt.” His own argument is 
simple: Because we cannot know or perceive a 
reason for suffering or evil does not mean that 
reason does not exist — our limited under-
standing and knowledge is not enough to say 
there is no God on that basis.

A friend recently gave me an example of 
this from his early life several decades ago. He 
had been a Christian a few years, but he had 
wandered away from God. Working two jobs 
and barely getting by financially, he received 
a call from his mother that his father was very 
ill, and perhaps dying. He left work late at 
night, and walking home, he was arrested and 
taken by a squad car to a nearby house where a 
woman “identified” him as a peeping tom. He 
was placed in jail, all the while pleading that 
he urgently needed to leave to catch a bus for a 
long trip to be with his father. The police chief 
was merciful and allowed him to go, on the 
condition that he report back to the station on 
his return a couple of days later.

He was allowed to go home and catch his 
bus for the 400-mile journey. Over the weekend, 
the police checked him out and determined that 
he was probably not the guilty party, but my 

friend, not knowing this, left his dying father to 
report to the police back home. That same day, 
his mother phoned again, and before he could 
return to his father’s side, his father died. He was 
crushed — innocent of the false accusations, but 
because of them he had been mistreated and 
deprived of precious time with this dad.

However, he related that during that first 
evening, while he waited for his bus, he “did 
some serious business with God at the Grey-
hound station.” As a result, he took his family 
to Lockland (Landmark) Baptist Church in 
Cincinnati, surrendered his life to the ministry, 
attended Baptist Bible College, and entered the 
ministry 40 years ago.

No one looking at the injustice suffered 
at the time could have guessed that God had 
his hand in my friend’s life, and it only became 
apparent later. To say there is no God because 
we cannot explain or find a reason for injustice, 
suffering, or evil is incredibly shortsighted. 
Ironically, biblical characters with the strongest 
hold on a belief in God were sometimes the 
ones who themselves were the victims of much 
suffering — Job and Joseph come to mind. And 
yet Joseph, after a lifetime of suffering injustice 
at the hands of others, can say at the end, “But 
as for you (his brothers), ye thought evil against 
me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.” 
Without Joseph’s suffering, Israel would not 
have survived as a nation, and Messiah would 
not have come to be the savior of the world. 

Argument 2 – Those who have believed in 
God have often been guilty of much evil. 

Is it  true that believers 

are at  war with science, 

or that scientists must 

renounce religious faith to be 

considered intell igent?

fAiTh
Logic

ReALiTY

eMoTion
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Again, this argument proves nothing. Evil is 
evil, whether committed in the Crusades or 
the Khmer Rouge, whether by religionists or 
atheists. The existence of misled followers of 
God (or followers of no god at all doing the 
same thing) proves nothing at all except there 
is some violent nature in man.

A Christian should admit violence and 
wrong has been done in the name of God and 
Christianity. To deny such is ludicrous, and 
there is no excuse. But the French Revolution 
was as godless a movement as the world ever 
saw, and the atrocities committed by the atheist 
and secular regimes of Stalin, or Mao, or Hus-
sein, or any number of others had no theistic 
underpinnings, so something else must have 
been at work there.

Keller writes, “We can only conclude that 
there is some violent impulse so deeply rooted 
in the human heart that it expresses itself 
regardless of what the beliefs of a particular so-
ciety might be — whether socialist or capitalist, 
whether religious or irreligious, whether indi-
vidualistic or hierarchical. Ultimately, then, the 
fact of violence and warfare in a society is not 
necessary refutation of the prevailing beliefs of 
that society.” (The Reason for God, p. 57)

Argument 3 – The burden is on the believ-
ers to prove there is a God, and until there 
is irrefutable evidence for God, you can 
safely assume He does not exist. Ordinar-
ily, this argument is paired with a statement 
regarding the incompatibility of science with 
a belief in God. Richard Dawkins, in The God 
Delusion, is definite on this. He confidently 

states that a person could not be an intelligent 
scientific thinker and hold a religious belief.

One wonders how the founders of the 
universities of Harvard, Yale, and Princeton in 
America, and Cambridge and Oxford in Eng-
land would have handled such a statement.

Before I take on the logical first premise 
(the believer has to prove God exists), I really 
want to tackle the science question. Is it true 
that believers are at war with science, or that 
scientists must renounce religious faith to be 
considered intelligent as Dawkins contends?

Baylor University professor Rodney Stark 
has corrected the myth that believers have his-
torically been opposed to science. He writes in 
one place, “It is the consensus among contem-
porary historians, philosophers and sociologists 
of science that real science arose only once: in 
Europe. …The leading scientific figures in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were over-
whelmingly devout Christians who believed it 
their duty to comprehend God’s handiwork.”

Stark contends this is because real sci-
ence and research can only take place when 
you believe in order and natural laws. He says, 
“The Christian God was rational, responsive, 
dependable and omnipotent and the universe 
was His personal creation in which His divine 
nature was put on display for man’s benefit and 
instruction.” 

Stark says that of the acknowledged leaders 
in science from 1543 to 1680, 52 in all, one was a 
skeptic, one a pantheist, and 50 were Christians, 
30 of whom could be characterized as devout 
because of their zeal. (See The Glory of God: 
How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Science, 
Witch-hunts and the End of Slavery by Rodney 
Stark). According to Stark then, the very basis 
of scientific research has a Christian (or at the 
least, a monotheistic) view of the universe.

And what about today? Dawkins claims 
that a 1998 study of the members of the 
National Academy of Sciences showed about 
seven percent of them believed in a personal 
God. But a Pew Research Center study from 
last year shows that among members of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, a majority of scientists (51 percent) say 
they believe in God or a higher power, while 41 
percent say they do not. Further, according to 
the report, the percentage of believers versus 
non-believers among scientists has remained 

virtually unchanged since 1914 despite decades 
of scientific discoveries and technological ad-
vances. Another fascinating facet of the survey 
is a finding showing younger scientists (ages 18 
to 34) are more likely than older ones to believe 
in God or a higher power. (David Masci, Los 
Angeles Times, November 24, 2009)

Historically, then, and for the present, I 
think we can say science does not disprove God 
— at least it does not for the scientists them-
selves.

But what about the burden of proof is-
sue? Is it fair to require the believer to present 
evidence? My first response is that a thing 
may exist whether I can demonstrate it or not. 
Whether or not I can “prove” something does 
not create or destroy its reality. Second, how do 
we decide on the rules for the evidence? 

Keller says something to the effect that 
God, the Creator of the universe, is outside 
and beyond the created universe — we would 
use the term transcendental. Looking around 
for God in the physical universe, you may find 
clues, but not certain proof. And in fact, that is 
what the Bible asserts in Psalm 19:1 (“The heav-
ens declare the glory of God; and the firma-
ment sheweth his handywork”), and Romans 
1:20 (“For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being un-
derstood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead”), and Hebrews 11:3 
(“Through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which 
do appear”) — clues, footprints, and signs 
pointing the way, but no certain evidence.

The Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, the 
world’s first person in space, is said to have 
reported he did not see God there. C. S. Lewis’s 
response was to write, “To some, God is discov-
erable everywhere; to others, nowhere. Those 
who do not find him on earth are unlikely to 
find Him in space. …But send a saint up in a 
spaceship and he’ll find God in space as he 
found God on earth. Much depends on the 
seeing eye.” (“The Seeing Eye,” Christian Reflec-
tions, p. 171) 

In part 2 of “The Existence of God,” we will 
take the next step up the ladder where we learn 
it takes more faith to disbelieve in God than to 
believe, and we look at some of the clues and 
positive reasons to believe in God.

fAiTh
evidence

Logic
PRoof

sKePTic
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This past October, I visited Nepal for the 
second time in my life. The trip brought 

to mind memories of my first visit nine years 
earlier.

I remembered how the smoke and smell 
of incense permeated the air. Clanging bells, 
whose purpose was to catch a god’s attention, 
sounded from different directions. Prayer 
wheels spun. Angry looking gods made of stone 
and people lighting candles and smearing flow-
ers to appease them were everywhere. Lines of 
young men being trained as monks walked the 
streets as other religious leaders with painted 
faces offered counsel and raised funds for their 
temples. Rivers flowed with the ashes of the 
dead who had just been cremated. 

The stench of death hung in the air where 
animals were being sacrificed for various reli-
gious purposes. Streets were crowded with peo-
ple and motorcycles in the hustle and bustle 
of an ordinary business day. There didn’t seem 
to be much joy or peace on people’s faces. Even 
children seemed to have that empty look of 
desperation in their eyes. That day, my first day 
in Kathmandu, Nepal, with all its sights and 
sounds will always be etched in my memory.

It was December of 2000 and I had never 
been in a city or with a people where I felt such 
a spiritual heaviness and darkness. Bob and 
Ann Baird, Otis Nixdorf, and I were in Nepal to 
meet with David and Karen Freeman, who had 

recently been sent there from Taiwan. Having 
just arrived from my first visit to China, I wasn’t 
sure what to expect. My mind was full of all I 
had seen in China, and I was still contemplat-
ing all the opportunities that were available 
there. However, what I saw in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, put all those things on hold as I was 
reminded of what Paul saw and explained in 
Act 17:16:

 
Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, 

his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the 
city wholly given to idolatry. 

 
The next day was not as bleak, as we 

visited a converted family who had given their 
lives to Jesus Christ through the testimony and 
evangelism of the Freemans. We met in their 
home for dinner and ate a delicious Nepalese 
meal (I might add that it was so good I had 

to have seconds). On that evening, I began to 
see a glimpse of hope for Nepal as Jeevan and 
Usha Sharma, along with their children, shared 
how they believed God wanted to use them to 
reach their people with the truth of the gospel 
and plant a church along with the Freemans. 
From that time on I began to pray for Jeevan. 
He is from the highest level of a caste system 
followed in the Nepalese culture. He is not 
supposed to participate in any way with the 
“untouchables,” and yet he shared how God was 
calling him to reach all classes of his people.

Nepal is one of the most interesting coun-
tries in the world. It has always been a mysteri-
ous place that only religious zealots or hippies 
knew much about. This is where the Beatles got 
their final indoctrination in Eastern religions. 
Nepal is famous for having the highest point 
on earth, Mount Everest. For hundreds of years 
it was a Hindu kingdom that kept the gospel 

New Hope for Nepal

The progression of work on the Kathmandu Bible Baptist church from 2004 (left) to 2009 (right)

By Jon Konnerup, BBFI Mission Director             Photographs (including the magazine cover) by David Freeman
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of Jesus Christ at bay through a rigid system 
of religious and civil laws. It was illegal to be 
a Christian in Nepal until 1991. Persecution of 
Christians has always been a reality in Nepal, 
and still is today.

Yet in this small, mysterious, closed-
to-the-gospel Himalayan country, the Lord 
opened the door by using Jeevan and Usha, 
along with the Freemans, to establish a Baptist 
congregation in 2002. The church quickly grew 
from weekly Bible studies to an organized 
congregation. Meeting in rented facilities, the 
church rapidly developed the need for their 
own building, so they began a building project 

in 2004. Eventually, in 2007, enough funds had 
been raised (partly through the Missionary 
Projects Offering) to erect the building, and it 
was completed in December 2008. Because of 
civil unrest caused by the rebel communists, it 
was unsafe to visit at that time. But, in October 
2009, I had the opportunity to return to the 
country on my way back from Japan.

Joy filled my heart as I saw what God had 
been doing since my first visit in 2000. Yes, 
there is still great spiritual darkness, but there 
is now a strong light shining through many 
churches where the gospel of Christ is now 
being preached. I had the opportunity to speak 
for a leadership seminar where 35 pastors plus 
20 church lay leaders attended. Kathmandu 
Bible Baptist Church has grown as many people 
have been pulled away from false religions and 
their sins and brought to the light of Jesus. An 
AWANA program was started which brought 

New Hope for Nepal

many children and their families to salva-
tion. On average, 75 children per week attend 
church.

I gave a challenge to the people from the 
book of Nehemiah prompting a greater dedica-
tion of them to the Lord and to a future work 
for Christ. I urged them to remember, “This 
building is a gift from the Lord. You now have 
the great responsibility to use it for His glory 
in Kathmandu, Nepal, and to the uttermost 
parts of the world.” The banner painted for 
the dedication briefly states the mission of 
the Kathmandu Bible Baptist Church: “For the 
glory and honor of Jesus Christ in Kathmandu.” 
Their prayer is that God’s glory will fill the earth 
starting in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Since the Freemans first went to Nepal, 
it has been difficult and almost impossible to 
get a permanent permit to live there. However, 
some new opportunities are presenting them-
selves whereby the Freemans, and perhaps oth-
ers God might be calling to Nepal, may be able 
to remain in the country on a permanent basis. 
There are many other cities, towns, and villages 
scattered throughout the Himalayan Moun-
tains where there is little or no gospel witness. 
May the churches of the BBFI rise up and send 
missionaries to this mysterious, spiritually dark 
country that is beginning to see some light — 
the light of Jesus Christ.

The Sharmas (left) and the Freemans have a vision to 
reach Nepal with the gospel

BBFI Mission Director Jon Konnerup (right) at the leadership seminar at Kathmandu Bible Baptist Church
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Excerpt from Chapter 8: Training an Elite Force for  Ministry

When one allows his mind to focus on the 
term “Elite Force,” most likely his thought 

will go to the armed services; the Marines, the 
Navy Seals, the Green Berets, the Blue Angels. 
Every branch of the armed forces has their spe-
cial teams who are recognized for their intense 
training and combat readiness. These teams 
have been trained, tested and prepared to an 
unbelievable level in readiness for the ultimate 
on the field of engagement. Their physical, 
mental, emotional, survival, and sensory skills 
have been “honed” almost beyond our imagina-
tion. In the process of their training they are 

confronted with most every known situation to 
which they could be exposed during a mission. 
Besides the “known” threats and foreseeable 
challenges, there has been developed in them 
an awareness and capability to devise a plan 
to deal with the unsuspected and unforeseen 
developments they may confront in the act of 
fulfilling their ordered mission. Only when 
they have been “battle tested” does the full 
magnitude of their conditioning show its value 
by allowing them to survive and face their next 
objective in victory.

There are multiplied thousands of people 
in every community and in every country in 
this world who have experienced the most 

The 
WidoW’s 
mighT
Pastor Keith Blake 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
declares confidently 
that the first com-
prehensive ministry 
established by the 
early church was 
designed primarily to meet the needs 
of widows (Acts 6). He asks why 
churches today have not kept up a 
conscious, directed effort to do the 
same in the 21st century.

That question prompted Keith to 
begin the Widow’s Might for the 21st 
Century, a ministry to address the 
needs of the widowed. While there 
are large stores of material and 
resources for specialized ministries 
of nearly every sort, churches and 
pastors will not find many resources 
to begin a ministry to the widowed in 
their churches and communities will 
not find much. To correct that omis-
sion, Keith has designed a way for 
local churches to not only meet their 
obligation to the widowed in their 
congregations, but for community 
outreach as well.

Keith has written a book, an 
excerpt of which is printed here, and 
he has a website for more help and 
information, www.widowsmight21st.
com. The Tribune is pleased to 
commend this worthy ministry to 
churches and pastors who want to 
fulfill an ancient biblical obligation.
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dramatic and potentially devastating battle 
in life, the “event” that made them a widow 
or widower. I stated previously that I believe 
that losing a spouse is the most devastating 
experience a man or woman will ever face. No 
amount of reading, discussion, and advanced 
preparation or, in cases of lengthy illness, the 
sad reality of their impending loss, can prepare 
a person for that loss. One Texas lady stated, 
“This is not something you would ever choose 
to go through yourself and you would never 
wish it on another human being, ever.” This 
lady wrote me a 22-page letter when she heard 
of my desire to begin this writing.

Since no two scenarios are even close to 
being similar, it would not be possible, or even 
wise, to try to approach clinically listing the 
stages in the procedures to follow in dealing 
with widowhood. Since no two relationships 
mirror each other, the only common ground is 
that they have lost a spouse in death. That com-
mon thread is the only “level ground” you will 
find as you approach the reality of a “Widow’s 
Might” ministry.

One of the most unique characteristics 
of the Widow’s Might ministry is that it can 
become totally self-sufficient. Granted, there 
must first be a pastor, church, or senior group 
who will embrace with compassion the thou-
sands of people from every walk of life who are 
widows. Then, the logical steps of providing the 
place and an open heart and mind as to how to 
best proceed in your family, church, or com-
munity come next. The next step is unique to 
the beginning of most new ministry endeavors 
because the staff, counselors, teachers, men-
tors, etc., are within the widows and widowers 
themselves. In a church setting the pastor, 
deacons, and facilities are absolutely neces-
sary to ensure the proper guidance in counsel 
for the establishment and maintenance of this 
ministry.

Often the most credible helpers as far as a 
widow is concerned are those, probably within 
our own number, who with some degree of 
success, have and are navigating these waters 
themselves. Sometimes the person who first 
crosses our mind when we think of widowhood 
will be the most recently widowed person we 
know. Our heart goes out to them and we are 
overcome by our desire to help and comfort 
them. While there is no substitute for the 
involvement of the pastor, church family and 
genuinely close personal friends, real long term 

help will best be realized in people who passed 
through this experience themselves.

How many times have I heard a widow 
say about someone who has just had a loss, “I 
really hope someone will tell them, warn them 
or help them with the things they’re about to 
face.” My response is, “Well, why don’t you do 
that, since the Lord has surely put that person 
on your heart, he must want you to take an ac-
tive part.” In the absence of a directed ministry, 

designed with situations like this in mind, their 
comeback is, “But I wouldn’t want to intrude 
into his or her space at this time.” Timing is a 
sensitive subject when dealing with hurting 
hearts and yet the same Holy Spirit that minis-
ters to hearts in regards to salvation is certainly 
capable of leading and opening opportunities 
for a sincerely interested friend. Enough said.

No one will ever understand or be bet-
ter qualified or better received than someone 
who has experienced the same loss. While this 
writer is not experienced here, and hope I will 
not be for a very long time, I have noticed in 
almost every attempt to minister to those who 
have lost someone, there is a very real “gap” in 
my ability to sympathize with a widow. I have 
already shared my misuse of the phrase, “I 
know how you must feel,” in a previous chapter. 
As a 23-year-young pastor in the early seventies, 

God gave me a ministry changing realization: I 
did not need to know everything about every-
thing. I could “hand off” that vital operation 
to those much better equipped and qualified 
than I was, and in the process gain the highest 
degree of respect and love by both sides of that 
equation. What I found out as a very young 
pastor, was that “right under my nose” God had 
given me people who have been trained in the 
trenches of life, who could better minister to 

others and be able to realize some “purpose” 
from their own loss.

While gathering material and composing 
this writing, I was talking to a successful busi-
nessman who shared that years before when 
faced with his loss, “I did everything wrong, I 
just went crazy. I was so angry I went with the 
wrong crowd, tried to find answers in a bottle 
and nearly died myself before someone who 
really cared ‘threw me a rope.’” You see, even 
someone who made major mistakes in how 
they dealt with their grief can become a very ef-
fective warning sign for someone else. I can tell 
you this man allowed God to gain victory in his 
life and now years later is a very effective force 
for good in the ministry of the gospel.

This chapter division, “Preparing an Elite 
Force for Ministry,” is the crescendo we have 
been looking for in this writing. It is my con-
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tention that the ever-increasing senior popula-
tion (continually growing through 2040) is, and 
will continue to be an immeasurable asset for 
the spreading of the gospel. This generation 
of seniors is retiring in better health and with 
more good years to become a major force in 
our society than ever before. Many will actually 
begin “second careers” or devote themselves to 
special mission and ministry projects that they 
have a special burden or talent to pursue. Every 
financial and investment business in America 
knows that in the next 30 plus years trillions 
worth of dollars, properties and assets that are 
currently being held or managed by this “baby 
boomer” generation will be passed down. This 
will perhaps be the first generation that has the 
health, wealth and longevity that can help turn 
the corner “for the good” in many need-
based areas of ministry.

Those who must deal with widowhood 
will continue to make up an ever-increasing 
part of this segment of the population. 
Add to this the stifling number of widows 
produced by the criminal element of our 
world, plus the potential for accidental 
death and you will begin to understand the 
magnitude of the need.

While the spectrum of widowhood 
reaches from the destitute to the dignitary, 
the physical, emotional and spiritual effects 
and needs are the same. The transition 
from spouse to widow is equally traumatic 
for a person regardless of their geographic loca-
tion or their economic strata. Following is one 
recent account of just such a situation.

“A nice looking young man came to my 
door and told me that his company was doing a 
paving job in my small town and they had some 
leftover asphalt. Rather than having to dispose 
of it, would it be all right if he just put it on my 
driveway for a ‘very good price.’ He seemed so 
genuine, I agreed. In just a few moments one 
side of my driveway was covered with asphalt. 
When I asked him about the other side, I was 
told it would take an additional $12,000.00 to 
do that side. In shock I said, ‘Well, how much 
have we already spent?’ ‘Only $5,000.00,’ was 
his reply. So that is why only one side of my 
driveway is paved.”

It is sad, but instances like this happen 
more times than we care to admit. This lady 
felt violated, victimized, stupid and mad at 

her deceased husband for leaving her alone. 
While she survived her experience and has not 
declared war on all contractors, she has become 
a consultant to others who need instruction, 
help, prayers and a friendly face. No program 
can solve all the problems in any community, 
but the presence of a “ministry force” widows 
could have confidence in and not feel threat-
ened would be priceless.

Far beyond the obvious benefits of having 
a support base supplying information, help 
and encouragement, there is the need and op-
portunity to minister real recovery help from 
a spiritual perspective as a person transitions 
through the minefield of hurts, emotions and 
realities of losing a spouse, but it must come 
from solid Biblical principles. A Bible-based 

approach to dealing with grief, loss and the re-
establishment of direction, is of absolute neces-
sity when one faces widowhood.

One remaining subject must be ad-
dressed before this chapter is closed. What 
about the disturbing number of widowed men 
and women in our communities who are not 
church affiliated? They bleed too! Their sense 
of loss and their transitions are just as great, if 
not greater, than those who have the Christian 
family and background. Although they may not 
share our faith, they do share the same feelings 
and loss. What better opportunity to reach out 
with compassion to a hurting heart than to 
help them deal with their loss. Whether they 
ever become a believer or not, and some will, 
we will have shown the quality and the validity 
of our own faith as we exercise the truth of 
James 1:27 -

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widowed in their affliction, and to keep one’s 
self unspotted from the world.”

eLLeN
Ellen and her husband had raised a family of 
two children quite successfully and had entered 
the wonderful state of being grandparents. 
He had retired from a career with the phone 
company and was now doing the thing he’d 
always wanted to do, operate his father’s farm. 
He, more than she, was really in his element. 
He loved farming and acquired more land and 
was very involved doing the job he really loved. 
While only in his mid fifties, he looked forward 
to many years of successful farming. Ellen bus-

ied herself helping her husband, maintain-
ing their home and church responsibilities. 
Life was good in southwest Oklahoma.

In retrospect, Ellen tells me they 
should have known something was wrong 
when he just couldn’t shake that persistent 
cough. They had exhausted all home rem-
edies because of hectic schedules and no 
time for doctors, when finally the diagnosis 
was given — lung cancer — an extremely 
aggressive type.

In just over a month from the diagnosis 
the funeral was held. Ellen was now the 
sole operator of a farming operation with 
hundreds of acres under cultivation along 

with all the animals and equipment.
Ellen has been one of my biggest encour-

agements as I began to tell her of my desire for 
the Widow’s Might program. This woman could 
teach the course.

 For more information about 
the book and the program, go to 
www.widowsmight21st.com.
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As the Tribune was going to press, we re-
ceived the news of the devastating earth-

quake in Haiti January 12. Almost immediately, 
BBFI pastors and church members began mak-
ing plans to help in relief efforts.

At presstime, the Mission Office had been 
in contact with both Wes Lane and Tom Frank-
lin, missionaries in the Dominican Republic. 
The Republic shares the eastern part of the is-
land with Haiti on its western border. Wes had 
informed churches on the 12th that he intended 
to enter Haiti by bus to deliver what aid and 
information he could.

A short time later, Tom Franklin sent this 
report:

As many of you have probably already 
heard, on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, a massive 
earthquake occurred in Haiti. Their capital, 
Port-au-Prince has been destroyed with hos-
pitals, homes and major buildings collapsing. 
Many have nowhere to go and nothing to survive 
with. We are just a few hundred miles from the 
disaster here in the Dominican Republic and al-
though our church in Tamboril is in its infancy, 
along with our Haitian mission in Don Pedro, 
we have decided to begin assembling survival 
buckets today by simply filling them with a list 
of everyday items that can be purchased here 
and used to fill immediate needs - food, soap, 
medicine, duct tape, and other emergency relief 
items. Obviously these buckets will do more 
than just take care of physical needs, we also 
want to let these families know they have not 
been forgotten and will be placing special tracts 

in Creole inside so 
they can discover 
the eternal hope 
of Jesus’ love. Any 
donations that are 
processed into our 
account in the mis-
sion office marked 
Haitian Relief will 
be used for this 
project and to meet 
the needs of the 
churches that BBFI 
Missionary Wesley 
Lane — www.bbfi-
northamerica.org/Lane — has established and 
can contact in the Port-au-Prince area. 

Yesterday we spoke to Wesley Lane ex-
tensively and the best plan at this time is for 
Wes and Melina to try and cross the border via 
bus, make contact with the national pastors 
and churches they have there, and locate key 
missionaries and relief organizations on the 
ground to access the situation. Once a staging 
area can be located and secured, Wesley will 
return and we will all go in with equipment and 
supplies that are needed and can be found here 
in the Dominican Republic. We need to pray 
that they will get through, make contact, and 
return safely and as quickly as possible. Many of 
you know that we work with Agape Missionary 
Flights and Missionary Flights International. It 
is our understanding that both will be stag-
ing relief efforts from Florida directly to Haiti 

BBFI sends aid to Haiti 
after devastating earthquake

making multiple flights every week. With the 
amount of missionaries they serve, it might take 
a little longer for things to get to us, but we al-
ready know that this is going to be a marathon 
rather than a sprint. 

The Mission Office has established a fund 
set up for emergency relief donations. If you 
want to be a part of this endeavor, please send 
your funds clearly designated Haitian Relief to: 

BBFI Mission Office 
PO Box 802757 
Kansas City, MO  64180-2757 

According to Associate Mission Director 
Steve Bender, BBFI Missionaries Wes Lane and 
Tom Franklin will be leading this effort from 
the Dominican Republic. 

by The Tribune
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Justus Vinton — the hero of Burma

crew and passengers. Before the five-
month voyage ended, the captain 
and several officers and crewmem-
bers had publicly confessed Christ as 
Savior. 

The Vintons landed December 
1834 at Maulman, which was to be 
their future base of operation. Hav-
ing previously learned the Karen lan-
guage, they wasted no time in begin-
ning their ministry. Within a week, 
they were going from village to vil-
lage preaching and singing the good 
news of God’s redeeming love. Their 
first tour was extremely successful, and the invitations from 
other Karen to visit their villages was so great that the Vintons 
decided to divide their efforts — a plan they would success-
fully follow for the next 25 years. 

During the rainy seasons when jungle travel was impossi-
ble, Vinton concentrated his efforts upon the British soldiers 
at Maulman and worked on his commentary or his transla-
tion of the New Testament. During one of those rainy sea-
sons, he personally distributed 8,000 tracts in just six weeks. 
When war broke out between the British and the Burmese, 
the oppressed Karen supported the British hoping they would 
deliver them from the tyranny of the Burmese. The Burmese 
retaliated against the Karen with a viciousness that defies 
description. They burnt every village and destroyed all the 
crops within 50 miles of Rangoon. They tortured and killed 
men, women, and children with unspeakable brutality. Two 
Karen Baptist preachers were crucified, others were slowly cut 

to pieces, suffering for days until death released them from 
their pain. Disease and starvation were daily destroying the 
homeless Karen. 

Baptist missionary Engelio Kincaid, who was stationed 
at Rangoon, was overwhelmed by the enormous need. Seek-
ing assistance, he asked Justus Vinton to join him. Vinton 
responded by immediately going to Rangoon. The missionar-
ies established two hospitals to care for the sick. The hearts of 

the Karen people were softened by 
their suffering and Kincaid report-
ed every week was a Pentecost and 
large numbers of Karen were bap-
tized each Lord’s day. 

Vinton, moved by the suf-
fering of the Karen, began to dis-
tribute rice, lest they die of starva-
tion. He was overwhelmed by their 
needs and his small reserve of rice 
was soon exhausted. Unwilling to 
allow the Karen to perish, he went 
to the rice merchants and said, 
“Will you trust me for a ship load 
of rice? I cannot pay you now, and 
I do not know when I can pay you; 
for I have received no remittance 
from America for more than a year. 
If you will let me have it, I will pay 

you as soon as I am able.” They answered, “Take all you want.” 
Some of Vinton’s friends said, “You are ruining yourself, 

you do not even know half of the people you are feeding. How 
will you collect what they owe you?”

Vinton answered, “God will see to that.” He was not mis-
taken. The Karen loved and venerated Vinton and would later 
refer to him as “the man who saved our lives.” You would think 
Justus Vinton would have been declared a hero, but the mis-
sion society in Boston was incensed that he had left his post 
at Maulman without their permission. The board even sent 
a delegation to Burma to investigate Vinton’s actions. Vin-
ton refused to defend himself, choosing to quietly withdraw 
from the missionary society. Although the board condemned 
his actions, time would eventually justify his decision. In 
1858, after returning from a successful preaching tour, he was 
stricken with jungle fever and the hero of Burma entered into 
his rest March 31, 1858. He was but 52 years old.

Justus Vinton was born February 17, 1806, in Ashford, Con-
necticut, and converted at the age of ten. Believing God 

had called him to preach the gospel, he enrolled at the age of 
20 in the Hamilton Institute in New York. While studying the 
Karen language (a language in what was then known as Bur-
ma), he met fellow student Calista Holman. They were mar-
ried April 9, 1834, and sailed to Burma July 1834. 

Vinton, a committed soul-winner, was determined to 
win the ship’s officers and crew to 
Christ. He began to pray, witness, 
and conduct worship services where 
he would preach and use his marvel-
ous singing voice to minister to the 

by Thomas Ray
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Steps away from the floor where Michael 
Jordan led the Bulls to multiple cham-
pionships, 300 leaders from across Chi-

cago gathered at the United Center meeting 
room. Mayor’s office reps, Chicago Police brass, 
elected officials, and secular social service 
agency leaders were meeting along with about 
150 mostly evangelical “faith community lead-
ers.” This was the launch of a citywide effort 
to address escalating street violence. A pastor 
friend of mine had been tapped by the mayor 
to lead the effort dubbed Exodus 20:13, “Thou 
shalt not kill.”

When I arrived at the first planning meet-
ing for this event, it seemed mired in the same 
old gun control rhetoric. Finally someone 
asked “Well, Pastor Lyons, what do you think?” 
“I’m not sure you want to know what I think.” 
I responded. The ensuing discussion changed 
the emphasis. Yes, there was still the gun con-
trol and legislation piece, but spiritual empha-
sis and prayer were primary.

Now, at this United Center citywide Exo-
dus 20:13 roll-out, I was supposed to deliver a 
summarized version of the sermon I had been 
charged to write which would be preached at 
churches across the city on a designated Sunday 
as part of the campaign.

I didn’t relish being the white guy preach-
ing to a lot of men who could out preach me 
in their sleep, but they had insisted and here I 
was. To all appearances and by all accounts the 
Holy Spirit helped me connect. The three-point 
message was based on Abraham, Esther, and 
Jesus (keep the Muslims in the loop, touch base 
with the Jews, and point everybody to Jesus). 
Preached in scores of churches, I heard feed-
back for weeks…from the hood to the mayor’s 
office. (Email me and I’ll send you the outline.)

How did I end up in such a situation? In 
a spirited exchange with my prayer partner 
one day over who we should and shouldn’t be 
involved with, he said to me simply, “If you’re 
not at the table, you have nothing to say.” That 
helped me. I’ve tried to make it my business to 
be at the table in my community and in my city. 
Just being at the table has opened many doors 
and provided numerous remarkable oppor-
tunities. I believe every city, every neighbor-
hood needs righteous influence and a prophetic 
voice. We talk about being salt and light. If I 
am not where decisions are being made then I 
am just reacting after the fact. If I’m at the table 
with the leaders, I can influence the leaders.

“And seek the peace of the city wither I 
have caused you to be carried away captives, 
and pray unto the LORD for it: For in the peace 
thereof shall you have peace” Jeremiah 29:7. 
This text communicates a very basic principle 
relevant to us.

 by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church, 

Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org

Urban
CUrrentA force for God and good

The argument that we should depend on 
the government for nothing is fallacious. The 
case for the government doing everything is 
stupid. The idea that God’s man plays no role in 
the community is misinformed.

The book of Nehemiah gives us a great 
model. Clearly, there is the piece that only God 
can handle. We need to remember that the 
king’s heart is in the Lord’s hand. Next, there 
is the role the king plays. The government has 
a proper role. We ought to see to it that it plays 
that role. No more, no less. Then there is the 
leader’s role. This is the man of God, speak-
ing the message of God to the king and to the 
people. Lastly, there is the role of God’s people. 
It just so happens that Nehemiah’s focus was 
building a wall necessary for protection. Safety 
and protection are screaming issues where I live.

Three principles will be helpful. Service. 
Service is humble. Anyone can serve. You can’t 
do everything. Choose strategic opportunities 
for service in your community. Service opens 
doors.

Relationship. Service connects you with 
people under the best possible circumstances, 
enabling you to begin to foster and nurture 
relationships. Select key people and organiza-
tions. Through service you will meet and devel-
op relationships with people you never would 
have connected with otherwise. 

Engagement. “If you’re not at the table…” 
Your ongoing involvement in significant issues, 
carefully chosen events and efforts in the com-
munity, put you in a place of influence. Essen-
tially you are making yourself available. What 
God does with this is up to Him. 

We know what our mission is. We are all 
about proclaiming the gospel. We are all about 
winning souls. We are all about taking as many 
people with us to heaven as possible. I see no 
conflict between that and being a voice of righ-
teousness where I live. I will make some ene-
mies, I will win some souls. That’s all part of the 
battle. We can be a force for God and good in 
our communities.
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Church planting 
stories old and new

Church planting utilizes different methods, different circum-
stances, and different people. Let me give you four scenarios 

from my experience.
1967  My family was driving over 20 miles from Clearwater, 

Kansas, to attend Glenville Bible Baptist Church in Wichita four or 
five times every week. Several families were driving from this wheat-
farming community to Wichita to attend churches located there. 
My father, Elvis Shaffer, sensed God’s moving to plant a church 
in my hometown of 1,700 people. With the blessing of Pastor J. J. 
Adrian, my father contacted the various families, organized them, 
and began what later became Ninnescah Bible Baptist Church. I led 
music there for almost 13 years until I left for BBC in 1979. In fewer 
than 10 years, God had called six men out of that village to preach 
the gospel. Several young ladies also surrendered to the Lord, and 
one is now married to the director of ABWE.

1993  El Dorado, Kansas, is an oil-refining city of around 13,000 
people 20 miles northeast of Wichita. Dalton Walker (currently a 
BBFI missionary to New Zealand) of Temple Baptist Church was 
prompted by God to start a church in Helena, Montana. Pastor 
Walker recruited a few dozen people willing to sell everything they 
had in El Dorado and to help him plant a church in Big Sky Country. 
That summer, they began a work called Maranatha Baptist Church. 
I was called to succeed him as pastor in El Dorado.

1995  As pastor of Temple Baptist Church in El Dorado, I was 
burdened about the rapidly growing northwest side of Wichita. I 
had only been in El Dorado a short time and didn’t feel led to leave, 
but my desire for Wichita would not go away. Early that spring, I 
spoke to Larry Olson, former missionary to Sweden and then pas-
tor in Morris, Illinois, about my burden. He and his wife, Marsha, 
came and toured the area God had placed on my heart. We earnestly 
prayed. Today, Heritage Baptist Church is evangelizing the north-
west side of Wichita. Larry was recently assisted by Wayne Guinn in 
securing finances for their beautiful new facility.

1997  Scott Naill had just started his career as a mortician in El 
Dorado when God spoke to him and his wife, Dina, about full-time 
service. They moved to Springfield to attend BBC. Upon graduation, 
Scott served with me at Temple Baptist. During our mission con-
ference, Bruce Turner, pastor of Westgate Baptist Church, Tampa, 
Florida, spoke of a fast-growing city just north of Tampa. During 
that conference, God spoke to Scott, who soon partnered with Pas-
tor Turner to plant Faith Baptist Church of Wesley Chapel, Florida.

Different scenarios, similar results — church planting has been 
the spirit of the BBFI for 60 years. At our National Fellowship Meet-
ing in Savannah, we will highlight church planting. We want you to 
hear their stories and to hopefully begin to write some new ones.

p r e s i d e n t i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e

  by David Shaffer | Vice President Church Planting | BBFI

a r O u n d  t h e  b a p t i s t  b i b l e  f e l l O w s h i p  i n t e r n a t i O n a l

c h u r c h  p l a n t i n g

Vance Havner once wrote, “Throughout the history of the 
Church, when clouds have hung lowest, when sin has seemed 

blackest and faith has been weakest, there have always been a faith-
ful few who have not sold out to the devil...These have besought the 
Lord to revive His work in the midst of the years, and in the midst 
of the fears and tears, and in wrath to remember mercy. God has 
always answered such supplication, filling each heart with His love, 
rekindling each soul with Fire from above.”

There are pastors, missionaries and Christian workers around 
the world who desire to see the stirring of God’s hand upon our 
movement. They are praying that God will rekindle each soul with 
fire from above! Christian leaders from around the globe will meet 
next month in Savannah, Georgia, to attend our first BBFI February 
Church Planting meeting. Pastor Herb Hubbard and the fine people 
of Bible Baptist Church have made the material preparations for a 
successful meeting (they have always been such great hosts). Now, 
let’s do our part spiritually by calling upon the Lord to rain down His 
blessings upon this meeting. We want revival! Let it begin with us!

I’m challenging you to spend time fasting and praying (Mark 
9:29) for God’s presence to be so real that as we leave this meet-
ing we leave with the spirit of revival in our souls. It’s time that we 
move from a state of survival to a state of revival! 

Preparing for the 
upcoming meeting

f r O m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t

  by Mark Hodges | President | BBFI
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Partnership for 
church planting 

Here is a portion of a report from one of our NCPO partners, 
Pastor Jeff Coffman of Calvary Baptist Church in Muleshoe, 

Texas:

The dictionary says a dream is “…a vision of something possible 
or desirable.” On November 1, 2009, a dream was fulfilled when Cal-
vary Baptist Church stepped into a new worship center to celebrate 
our first service. After years of planning and cooperation with the 
NCPO office, our dream became a reality.

We began years ago. We worked on plan after plan, and nothing 
seemed to happen. We bought land and paid for it, and a call to the 
National Church Planting Office brought us the start we were look-
ing for. Wayne Guinn and Jack Reed (Jack is with BBF Builders) came 
down to Muleshoe to look at our place. We had a productive meeting 
with these men and from then on the project really moved forward.

Plans were drawn, prayed about, and then re-drawn to accom-
modate all our needs. Our local bank agreed to a sit-down meeting 
on March 11, 2009, to gauge their interest. Things started happening 
quickly after that. On March 20, an appraisal was ordered. March 
30, Calvary Baptist Church closed on its loan and we were ready to 
begin construction. April 1, the first dirt work began, and the next 
day the slab was formed up and footings dug for the concrete. April 
13, the slab for our new Worship Center was poured. 

BBF Builders (Gary and Linda Banks, Ron and Judy Ellis, Craig 
and Leslie Miller, George and Phyllis Tiner, Bill and Pat Vandever, 
and Jack and Sharon Reed) came April 14 to start erecting our new 
building. By April 17 all walls were up and framed out! Then April 18 
was our big day — our church family with others in the community 
set the trusses on the building. All metal was finished on the build-
ing on April 29. The BBF Builders had the building up and all the 
metal on in 12 days! The BBF Builders pulled out of our city on April 
30. We hated to see these dedicated servants of the Lord leave. We 
gained new friends and God truly blessed us while they were here.

Through the summer, the men of the church faithfully worked 
on the building, often meeting after work and staying late. Our 
ladies furnished the meals and kept us going. All through the fall 
the work continued. Progress was slow some days, but God was 
keeping us motivated to see this through.

November 1 drew closer, much work had to be completed, but 
that day we celebrated our first service in our beautiful new build-
ing. All of this would not have been possible without the aid of 
NCPO and BBF Builders. 

Spring Church Planting Candidate School   April 19-23, 2010
Hosted by: Canyon Creek Baptist Church, Richardson, TX, Pastor: Rick Carter
For more information, contact us at (417) 889-1017 or office@bbfincpo.com

  by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

c h u r c h  p l a n t i n g

Revival in the 
preacher’s heart

T he mask began to come off for me in July 2009 after a week of 
seeking the Lord in a camp meeting in the mountains of North 

Carolina. After discovering the phrase “rending your heart” in Joel 
2:13, I began to ask the Lord to reveal the things in my heart that 
were keeping me from having revival. Until we pastors have reviv-
al, we cannot expect it in our congregations. Immediately the Lord 
brought to my heart the sin of dryness. I had not been broken and 
wept for our people in some time. I began to cry out to God and beg 
Him to forgive me for that sin and to ask Him to bring back my tears 
and brokenness. I am glad to report that after a season of seeking 
Him, this has happened. 

It was not long after that God began to reveal the sin of pride 
that had crept into my heart. I recognized that my lack of coopera-
tion with other pastors, even in our own city, and the lack of prayer 
on others’ behalf was clearly a reflection of my own pride. I have 
repented of that and asked God to forgive me. I still struggle with 
pride wanting to creep up on a regular basis. 

It was during this time that Pat Finley invited me to come to 
his church in Winchester, Kentucky, and preach to the Kentucky 
BBFI. I shared my personal repentance, and a spirit of conviction 
fell in that meeting. I praise the Lord for the leadership of men like 
Brother Finley and those godly, humble men who were present in 
that meeting. I heard them, one by one, stand and confess their sin 
and in brokenness, come to an altar, and repent publicly before their 
brethren. When was the last time you saw that in a fellowship? It 
excited us so much we hardly knew what to do next. 

When it was time to close the meeting, we really weren’t ready 
to do so. In the afternoon, those that could stay drove over just a few 
miles from Pat Finley’s church to the Cane Ridge Revival Grounds. 
It is said Barton Stone would stand on a stump there, with other 
preachers standing in other parts of the fields, and preach to thou-
sands when revival was breaking out in those days. 

I guess what I am saying is if we are going to experience revival, 
it begins at the house of God. It begins with you and me in genuine 
repentance. I praise the Lord for the doors that are opening to share 
in many of our state fellowships. I genuinely believe that it must 
occur in grass-roots form, in local and state meetings, before we will 
ever see it as a national organization. I do believe without doubt that 
revival is coming to our Baptist Bible Fellowship and beyond.

Please send any comments, thoughts, or information you would 
like to communicate with the author to cbcdunn@cbcdunn.com.

a  r e v i v a l  m O m e n t

  by Tom Wagoner | Pastor | Central Baptist Church | Dunn, NC
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A refreshing spring 
semester

b a p t i s t  b i b l e  c O l l e g e

  by Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

b b f i  s c h O O l  n e w s

Raised in Springfield, I have been familiar with Baptist Bible Col-
lege for as long as I can remember. I have always considered 

BBC a special place. Now, after being on campus for more than two 
years, it has taken on even greater significance as it offers wonder-
ful opportunities. 

First, there is the opportunity to invest my life in our great-
est resource — young people. Our students are passionate about 
the gospel of Christ. At BBC we are not just preparing our students 
for the future ministry of the gospel, but we challenge them to live 
out the claims of the gospel now in their dormitories and homes, in 
their workplaces, and in every social setting. Students often stop by 
my office to request prayer for a decision, a family crisis, or a special 
need. I love to pray with students and claim God’s promises togeth-
er. What a blessing to see them begin to grow in spiritual maturity 
as their relationship with Christ matures. Because these students 
are our future, I want them to have a love for the local church and 
our Fellowship. As they hear from our chapel speakers and inter-
act with professors, pastors, and other leaders, they will form con-
clusions about our movement, shaping their associations for many 
years to come. At our college we expect every speaker, professor, and 
staff member to support the efforts of our Fellowship and its lead-
ership. 

Second, I have the privilege of working with some of the fin-
est Christian educators to be found anywhere. These true soldiers 
of Christ are committed to their profession, and have invested their 
lives and resources to receive advanced degrees to qualify them to 
teach in any regionally accredited institution. While many could 
serve in other places for greater personal reward, they serve at BBC 
because they believe in our purpose and mission. I am constantly 
challenged by their love and commitment to our students. 

Finally, I have the daily opportunity to interact with BBFI pas-
tors from all over the country. Whether through phone conversa-
tions, state fellowship meetings, or in their churches, it is always a 
privilege to share and listen to their concerns, and to hear of their 
interest and support for our college. Each month brings new finan-
cial partners too. I am thankful the vast majority of our pastors are 
interested and supportive of what is taking place at our college. 

On campus, we have many initiatives in place for the spring 
semester. Every class is being reviewed and in some cases rewrit-
ten to guarantee relevant training for ministry in the 21st century. 
Our trustees, development office, and staff are preparing to make 
our May Graduation Fellowship truly historic. We have refreshed 
our format to enhance our ministry to our preachers for a great 60th 
Anniversary Celebration. BBFI President Mark Hodges has called 
on all of our movement to pray and plan for revival, and that will 
be our theme in May. It will be a meeting you will not want to miss. 

Evangelist Don Brown, Founder
Rev. Terry Brown, Administrator 

BETH-EDEN BIBLE CAMP
Conway, Missouri

For camp information, call 
(417) 887-3396, (417) 300-6533 or (417) 962-0333

                                                                 June 7-11Junior Camp
July 5-9
Teen Camp
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Elevated...but not 
on top

b O s t O n  b a p t i s t  c O l l e g e

  by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College 

I fly too much. In order to represent Boston Baptist College and yet 
to be home with Kim and my boys, to have a fair amount of time 

on campus in Boston, and to be at home in my own much-loved 
church, MetroWest Baptist Church, I have to make fast trips. That 
means airplanes.

I used to think flying was fun. Now, I only hope to amuse myself 
at 30,000 feet when I take the occasional break from my in-flight 
work. Usually I don’t have to wait long for some sky-high strange-
but-true antics. I still remember a flight to California when my seat-
ing assignment forced me to listen to two ladies giggle with antici-
pation at how their wristwatches would automatically change as we 
flew over new time zones! Then, as we began to descend into San 
Diego, they bantered back and forth in frustration as to why their 
watches were still on Atlanta time. Just before touchdown they con-
cluded that California and Georgia were really on the same time — 
that’s why their watches didn’t change! Those two were elevated, but 
they weren’t “enlightened.” 

Real story. I recently sat on a flight while a steward announced 
to us that we would be updated on arrival schedule “as soon as we 
figure out what we are doing.” Great. The guy behind me moaned 
out loud. Altitude without a clue.

I love our Boston study trips, partly because of the fun we get to 
have with new flyers each spring! A little turbulence is real amuse-
ment (as long as it’s not too much!).

Then if you really want a flying story, ask Bruce Garner about 
the girl with her cat on his “red eye” to Boston!

I have tried to start using my flying follies not only for comic 
relief, but as a reminder — a reminder about ministry elevation. At 
Boston we exist to educate church leaders, those who will embrace 
God’s call and with competence use the elevated position for great 
cause. I know these are increasingly complicated times. I know that 
the next generation of leaders, those who are students now, will face 
even greater challenges. Our ministry education task is then more 
important...and challenging than ever!

Being on top — leading — sounds fun and exciting as you’re 
just taking off. I’m thankful for the energy and even the romanti-
cism I see in our new students in Boston. We have to help students 
harness that (not discard it) but blend it with skills and doctrine 
that will help them adjust to reality. Elevation in ministry is essen-
tial. Today’s students will be the church leaders for my children; so I 
have a vested interest in their quality! I want them to be on top...not 
just in title, but in character, in preparation, and in performance.

I dragged myself off one more flight last night. The unloved 
commuter airplane highlighted by a half cup of Diet Coke — anoth-
er “high up” experience! I’ll see students today. We’re going to equip 
them to soar.

b b f i  s c h O O l  n e w s

Out of the Mouth of the Lion, volume one (226 pages), is the  rst-person account of Elmer and Mary 
Deal’s lives and dynamic ministry through 1964. Includes dramatic stories of winning Africans to 
Christ, survival when their residence was  red upon, escape from Baluba warriors, evacuations, 
Mary’s near-fatal illness and the tragic martyrdom of two key leaders in their ministry.

Elmer Dealʼs Autobiography

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Boonstra, former BBFI Mission Director

“…one of the greatest 
missionary stories 
ever written.”   

David and Barbara Lingo, Missions faculty, Baptist Bible College

“…describes the true 
spirit of pioneer 
missionary service…
a must read.” 

Order your copy online at www.craigcountybaptist.com (Credit cards accepted via 
Paypal) or by phone at (918) 256-7255 or mail to Craig County Baptist 
Church, 1517 E. Country Club Drive, Vinita, OK 74301.

$15 per copy plus S & H

Mike Haley, Pastor of Hallmark Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas

“…outstanding biography.” 

Continue Your Ministry
While You Complete

Your Degree

BACHELOR, MASTER,
AND DOCTORATE DEGREE 

PROGRAMS.

· No set residency requirements
· Open enrollment – Start anytime
· Easy transfer of credits
· $98.00 per semester hour – 

interest free payments
· Conservative in Doctrine – 

Progressive in methodology
· Study on-line, on-campus, or 

through distance education
· Outstanding alumni
· Approved school of the Baptist 

Bible Fellowship International

“ F O U N D E D  I N
1 9 7 3 ”

Louisiana Baptist University and 
Theological Seminary

6301 Westport Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71129

(318) 686-2360 www.lbu.edu

LBU 4x4.87 Male Ad:Layout 1  10/28/09  10:22 AM  Page 1
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Each year, our church hosts a Christmas din-
ner theater in December. Now our largest out-
reach of the year, the theater took place over 
the course of four evenings and attracted 1,000 

diners. The program was called “The 
Christmas Post,” and the drama set-
ting was Homesboro, Indiana, on 
Christmas Eve 1947. 

The main purpose of the dinner 
theater is to give our people an op-
portunity to “continue the conversa-
tion” with their friends and acquaintances. At 

the conclusion of each event, we present the 
gospel and give people an opportunity to re-
spond by filling out a card indicating they 
prayed to receive Jesus as their personal 
Savior. We then sent those people the Rick 
Warren’s book, The Purpose of Christmas.

Planning for this year’s theater began 
in early fall. As the event neared, we gave 
prayer cards to our congregation to list four 
people we could help them pray for as they 
invited them to the Christmas event. These 
cards were prayed over in our Wednesday 

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

Christmas Dinner Theater 
attracts 1,000 at Library Baptist
Finleyville, PA

By John Arnold, Pastor
Crossroads Ministries/ Library Baptist Church

Life Design adult Bible 
studies from RBP are 

intensely Biblical, 
intentionally practical, 
and incredibly fl exible 

for use in small groups 
or the classroom.

More than 15 titles 
to choose from!

flexibilityLooking for 

Regular Baptist Press
Building Lives by the Book

More than 15 titles More than 15 titles More than 15 titles More than 15 titles More than 15 titles 

To learn more, visit www.rbpAdultMinistries.org
800.727.4440 • Canada 800.366.8004

in your Adult Bible Studies and Small Groups?

evening service from that time on. 
On Friday evening, the classic car commu-

nity came out in force. There were 35 cruisers. 
Some accepted Jesus. At the end of the theater, I 
recognized them as a group and the people gave 
them applause. We then asked them to come up 
on the platform for a group picture. One cruiser 
said, “Your thoughts were spoken for me.” Some 
have started to attend church services recently. 

Big spiritual things are happening in this 
group. Sandy and Ron purchased 75 tickets 
this year and invited their neighborhood and 
bowling team. After the service, 40 of their 

(continued)
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Men’s Wild Beast Feast and Life Skills Retreat 2010
owasso, oK

Friendship Baptist Church and Pastor Linzy 
Slayden hosted its annual Men’s Wild Beast Feast 
and Life Skills Retreat recently. Nearly 375 men, 
a record attendance, from 26 churches attended 
the Wild Beast Feast dinner on Friday. State sena-
tor and gubernatorial candidate Randy Brogden 
gave his testimony and a short challenge for men 
to be Christ-like in the homes. Special guests in-
cluded missionaries Elmer Deal and David Rohr. 
Door prizes donated from area businesses were  
given away during the dinner.

Steve Gage, a 1988 Super Bowl winner play-
ing with the Washington Redskins, was the main 
speaker for the retreat. “He told some fun stories 
from his college and pro career,” says Slayden. 
“He was solid and right on in his message as he 

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

built on our theme, ‘Stay in 
the Game,’ and made power-
ful application to men today.”

The Life Skills Retreat 
also had a record attendance. 
Jim Goodman opened and 
closed the general sessions. 
Don Elmore, Bob Weger, 
Greg Baxter, Guy Nolan, Paul 
Foster, David Melton, Keith 
Blake, and Lindzy Slayden 
were the breakout speakers. A 
session entitled “Relationships... What Do Wom-
en Really Want?” which included a ladies panel 
was a hit. Baptist Bible College Campus Chaplain 
Jon Slayden spoke to the teens.

CDs of the 2008 and 2009 retreats are avail-
able for $10 each. The 2010 edition will be avail-
able on the church’s website to download and  
some CD sets will also be available. 

friends went to their home to “continue the 
conversation.” 

As I watched “The Christmas Post” perfor-
mance, Suzanne came out to do her part. I re-
membered 17 years ago she attended a Christmas 
program dress rehearsal. She thought it was the 
first night of the program but it was only the 
dress rehearsal. She came on the wrong night 
and decided to stay. There were some other peo-

ple there as well. We finished the rehearsal with 
a message and invitation, and she received Jesus. 

One evening in the cast prayer meeting, 
which takes place before the drama, one of 
the “Newsies,” newspaper girls in 1947, prayed 
that God would save 25 souls and that night 
alone there were exactly 25 cards turned in. 
We were in awe. 

This year the choir and cast prayed specifi-

cally for a certain number to receive Jesus and 
the result far exceeded their request. One mem-
ber of the choir invited some neighbors, and 
today, the day after the last performance, the 
neighbor came over to her house with a filled-
out commitment card. She hadn’t been able to 
find anything to write with in the service. 

God really does bless faith and prayer. Only 
God can do these things!

(continued)

(continued)
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OK BBF honors Hughes and Murray
owasso, oK

The Oklahoma Baptist Bible Fellowship held its January 
meeting at Friendship Baptist Church in Owasso, Okla-
homa, on January 12 with speakers Gene Hughes, Marty 
Hughes, Rob Hoffman, and host pastor Linzy Slayden. 
At the meeting, Gene Hughes and K. B. Murray, having 
Oklahoma ties, were recognized for their faithfulness. 
Hughes recently retired from the pastorate of Colonial 
Heights Baptist Church in Wichita, Kansas, and Mur-
ray recently transitioned to the role of pastor emeritus 
of Millington Street Baptist Church, in Winfield, Kan-
sas. “Both men have provided their churches, their state 
Fellowships, and the BBFI with strong leadership and 
dedication through the years. The Oklahoma BBF has 
made a point to regularly honor men of God who have 
been a blessing to God, his people, and our Fellowship,” 
says Marty Hughes. 

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

Conference Speakers

Bill Piatt, M.Div.
NANC Fellow

Kevin Carson, D.Min.
NANC Certifi ed

Other Speakers Include:
 Dale Davidson (NANC Certifi ed), 

Brandon York (NANC Certifi ed)

This course provides the foundational 
training required to begin to counsel 

biblically and to continue on toward the 
National Association of Nouthetic 
Counselors (NANC) certifi cation.

Basics in Biblical 
Counseling 
Conference

Training over 3 Weekends!
Ozark, Missouri

February 12-13, 2010
March 19-20, 2010
April 16-17, 2010

For More Information:
www.sonrisebiblicalcounseling.com

     Fridays           5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
     Saturdays      8:00 am - 5:00 pm
     Lunch included each weekend

Registration:         Individual  $200
                                     Couple       $350

       Learn...
                  Grow...
                          Change...
                                   Help Others

Is your church 
in compliance 
with the IRS?

We specialize in church 
and minister tax and 
accounting services.

Ministerial Tax 
Preparation

Church Payroll 
Processing

Compliance Checks

Call toll free

1.800.920.3238
                                or 417.863.6303

www.ncctax.com
      info@ncctax.com

SERVICING ALL 50 STATES

1410 E. Kearney St., Suite D, Springfield, MO 65803

Above: Gene Hughes (left) and K.B. 
Murray were honored for their faithfulness 
and contributions to the BBF. Below: 
Attendees of the OK BBF meeting at 
Friendship Baptist. 
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Rex & Jan Harmon

m i s s i O n a r y  l e t t e r s

always the same reply, “Not yet, I’m not 

ready.” Three weeks ago she came to Jan 

and handed her a finished discipleship les-

son on baptism. When Jan asked why she 

wanted to be baptized, she said she ac-

cepted Christ after Sunday school the week 

before! It was such a blessing, not only be-

cause we have been praying for Verona’s 

salvation, but also because most of the 

people who profess to trust Christ here are 

reluctant to follow Him in baptism. Some 

fruit takes a little longer to ripen, but it is 

certainly sweet when it does!

Verona Jackson is one 

of our teenage girls 

in Trench Town. She 

came to Awana when 

she was younger, but 

like many of the teens, was drifting away as 

she started high school. Last year we took 

a chance and gave her a scholarship from 

the American Women’s Group of Jamaica. 

This scholarship opportunity comes with 

the provision that the student will attend 

church every week. Verona immediately 

became faithful to services. Jan consis-

tently asked her about her salvation, with 

Jamaica

Mitch & Elizabeth Calmes

ever since. He is a Bible institute 

student. A couple of Sundays ago 

he preached his first sermon in 

church and one person came to 

Christ! Please pray that God will 

continue to use him.

Fariji and I met in the road 

one day a few years ago. Well, 

that is, I hit him with my car! I 

thought I had killed him, but he 

miraculously survived. I led him 

to Christ the following day and 

he has been a part of the church 

tanzania

Larry & Tammy Allred

needed to wait. Well, the Lord fi-

nally got ahold of his heart and he 

agreed it was time for them to all 

get baptized. To our surprise, they 

had 12 unsaved guests come to 

see them get baptized that morn-

ing. That Sunday’s message was 

just the right one for the occasion 

with a very strong salvation mes-

sage. It was perfect with so many 

unsaved guests present. God had 

just the right message prepared 

for the day.

The

Monta lvo 

family was 

all bap-

tized last 

S u n d a y . 

They were 

saved some time back. The wife 

and daughters had been beg-

ging the dad to let them get bap-

tized for several months, but he 

always had a reason why they 

mexico

February 15-17
Bible Baptist Church  

Savannah, GA

May 10-13
Baptist Bible College  

Springfield, MO

Sept. 27-29
Sauk Trail Baptist Temple  

Richton Park, IL

2010 BBFi national Meeting schedule

For information or to order:

The Reapers/Thomas Ray
P.o. Box 796541, Dallas tx 75379
Phone 972.509.9240 Fax 972.769.2597
email: tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com
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w i t h  t h e  l O r d

Dwane Baker
springfield, Mo

Dwane Nelson Baker graduat-
ed to Heaven January 3, 2010.  
He was born May 23, 1940, in 
Furley, Kansas, and accepted 
Christ at ten years of age. 

Baker attended Baptist Bible College in 
Springfield, Missouri, where he graduated in 1964 
(later returning to get his Bachelor of Arts degree 
in 1997). He then pastored in Prescott, Kansas, 
for three years before serving as a Baptist Bible 
Fellowship missionary in Ethiopia, England, and 
Haiti for 43 years. He was well known for his use 
of visuals during teaching and preaching. 

Baker is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Janice Baker; four daughters, Rebecca, Deborah, 
Lydia, and Anna; four sons-in-law; 13 grandchil-
dren; one sister; and one brother.

Memorial services were held Friday, Janu-
ary 7, at West Division Street Baptist Church in 
Springfield, Missouri, and Saturday, January 8, in 
Furley, Kansas. Online condolences may be left at 
www.walnutlawnfuneralhome.com.

Jim Calhoun, 1958 graduate of 
BBC, entered this life May 7, 
1935, and went to his heavenly 
home December 7, 2009. 

Jim was saved at the age 
of seven while attending a Child Evangelism club 
and surrendered his life to the Lord while at the 
University of Oklahoma on a wrestling scholar-
ship. While attending BBC, he taught a Sunday 
school class at High Street Baptist Church and 
married Cleo Ann Holmes in 1957. Cleo died in 
2006, and Jim married Patricia Terry in 2007.

Following his graduation from BBC, he 
pastored a church in Pittsburg, Kansas, for two 
years. He later moved to Tulsa to assist Richard 
Collins in founding Southeast Baptist Church in 
1962, where he served for 30 years. In 1992, he 
united with Friendship Baptist Church, Owas-
so, Oklahoma, and served as deacon. He retired 
from American Airlines.

Jim was a loyal supporter and promoter of 
BBC, the BBC Alumni Association, and served 
as an association vice president of that organiza-
tion several times.

Survivors include his wife Pat, three daughters, 
eight grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held at Friendship 
Baptist Church, Owasso, on December 10, 2009. 

Roger Gary Copas went 
home to be with his Lord 
December 25, 2009. Roger 
was born in Portsmouth, 
Ohio, to the late Verlin and 
Mildred Copas. 

As a pastor, he spent his life dedicated 
to serving the Lord and helping people. After 
graduating from Tennessee Temple College 
and later receiving his master’s in religious 
education, Roger began his ministry on Signal 
Mountain, serving at Pinecrest Baptist Church 
from 1972-1979. In the summer of 1979, he was 
called to serve at Anchorage Baptist Temple, 
Anchorage, Alaska, from 1979-1983. He then 
served as pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, from 1983-1989. In 1992, 
he began his ministry at Decatur Baptist 
Church, Decatur, Indiana, until 1998. In 1998, 
the Lord called him back to Signal Mountain 
where he became pastor of Walden’s Ridge Bap-
tist Church. With the Lord’s leading, the church 
merged with Community Baptist Church, 
where he remained the pastor until his death. 

Roger is survived by his wife, Linda, two 
sons, four grandchildren, and other family 
members. 

Ron Hayden, born January 30, 
1944, in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, went to be with his Lord 
on December 6, 2009. A grad-
uate of Pacific Coast Baptist 
College and Moody Institute, 
he founded and pastored the Pike Creek Bap-
tist Church of Newark, Delaware, in 1968 until 
1984, when he assumed the pastorate of Bethany 
Church in Whittier, California. He left California 
in 1991 to become a consultant/coach to faith-
based organizations including INJOY, Steward-
ship Services, and The Master’s College.

Ron is survived by his wife of 45 years, Ly-
nelle; son Gregg; grandchildren; his parents; a 
sister; and two brothers. 

A memorial service was held at Pike Creek 
Valley Bible Church, Newark, Delaware, Decem-
ber 19, 2009. 

Roger Copas
signal Mountain, tn

Jim Calhoun
owasso, oK

Ronald (Ron) Harry Hayden
tucson, AZ

Hand to Hand Gospel
Our low prices help you reach more people with the gospel

Door Hangers • Mini Posters • True Witness Cards 
Ministry Magnets • Custom Church Greeting Cards

417-300-0046Kendall Fortner 
ticm@centurytel.net
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The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your 

Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years’ experi-

ence rebinding and repairing Bibles. 

Contact Joe Gleason, 2256 E. Nora, 

Springfield, Missouri 65803, for prices. 

(417) 865-3823.

Religious books for sale  List sent 

email dudley@fidnet.com Evangelist Bill 

Dudley, 1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 

65536, (417) 532-2665.  

www.dudleyusedbooks.com.

Christian Home-Based Business   
High Tech Manufacturer offers unique 

opportunity for Christian family home-

based business. Call 888-298-0157 

for recorded message and complete 

information.

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 

P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766

(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com

www.swillingpublications.org

Dr. Robert L. Sumner’s 41st book, 

Fights I Didn’t Start … and some I did. 

Editor Bassham says, “I found these 

fascinating 360 pages of logic and coher-

ence hard to put down.” Fifteen chap-

ters, 360 pages, $12 postpaid. Biblical 

Evangelism, 5917 Pine Drive, Raleigh, 

NC 27606

WWW.DRARTWILSON.COM  Ma-

terials and history of Art Wilson’s 71-yr. 

ministry (5-time past BBFI president). A 

GIANT of the faith. Worthwhile.

Joe Boyd • Joe Boyd Foundation
P.O. Box 177, West Union, WV 26456.  
Phone: 304.873.2522  60 Years on the Revival Trail

Marc Cheney • Straight to the Heart Ministries   
318 Stonehenge Road, Winchester, VA 22601.  
Phone: 540.327.1288  www.marccheney.com

evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fellowship Directory 
for $10 per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads 
subject to approval of the Baptist Bible 
Tribune. Advertising in the BBT does 
not necessarily imply the endorsement 
of the publisher. To place an ad, call 
(417) 831-3996.

tribuneclassifieds

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries   
5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056.  
Phone: 469.384.2120  Cell: 469.964.9796      
Email: evangelistRc@juno.com

Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379. 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com

Randy Hogue •  Randy Hogue Ministries
PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338  www.randyhogue.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
P.O. Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200  www.darttmusic.com

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117  www.olivetreeministry.org
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aLaBama
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500 
Airport Rd., Oxford, AL 36203, 
256/831-3333 www.trinityoxford.org. 
Pastor Bud Grinstead

• Maranatha Baptist Church, 
2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301 
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

aLaSKa
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 
6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, 
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

aRizona
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel 
Dennis

caLiFoRnia
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
oakhurst, At the corner of Highway 
49 and Redbud (location only), 
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Bap-
tist tabernacle, 1329 South 
Hope St., Los Angeles, CA 90015, 
213/744-9999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hym-
ers, Jr. sermon manuscripts at www.
realconversion.com

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460 
Palm Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 
619/424-7870 Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvary-
roadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

connecticUt
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hart-
ford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor 
Michael Stoddard

DeLaWaRe
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLoRiDa
• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451 
Dora Ave., Tavares, FL 32778, 
352/343-0061 Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701, 
407/831-0950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Eastland Baptist Church, 9000 
Lake Underhill Rd., Orlando, FL 32825, 
407/277-5858 Pastor Daniel Green

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve 
Ware

• Winter Haven Baptist Church, 
1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL 
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D. 
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 
7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard 
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 To-
moka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 
34209, 941-795-3767 Pastor R. C. 
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954, 941-625-1273 Pastor William 
K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church, 
3906 Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL 
32505-4107. 850/432-6969 Sr. Pastor 
Robert Reierson, Co-pastor Allen 
Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 
34788  352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South 
14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 
32034 904/261-5457  

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 
1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford 
III  www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist 
church and academy, 8460 
Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles 
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon 
GA 31216. 478/781-2981  
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

• Camp Creek Baptist Church
1761 Camp Creek Rd, Cornelia, GA 
30531, 706/778-0622,
www.campcreek.org

HaWaii
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 
94-1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 
96797. 808/677-0731 Pastor Steven 
C. Wygle

iLLinoiS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411 
Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park, 
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce 
Humbert

ioWa
• Lighthouse Baptist Church
1690 Elm St., Suite 175, Dubuque, IA 
52001, 563/584-9040, Pastor Brian 
Miller  www.lighthouseofdbq.org

• Heartland Baptist Church
3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,  
www.heartlandbaptistames.com

KanSaS
• Millington Street Baptist 
church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield, 
KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff 
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KentUcKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

maRYLanD
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 
1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. 
Mentzer

maSSacHUSettS
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508-583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill 
Smith

neBRaSKa
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 
Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

neW JeRSeY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 
2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Mill-
ville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,   
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor 
Danny Gardner

 

neW mexico
• High Plains Baptist Church, 
2800 E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM 
88101-8620. 505/769-1382 Pastor 
Charles D. Miller

noRtH caRoLina
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. 
Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914 Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & 
academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 
28314
910-868-5156, www.bbcfnc.org 
Pastor Sean Harris

oHio
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 
W. Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 
937/444-2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., 
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626 
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N. 
Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044, 
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

oKLaHoma
• Temple Baptist Church, 2200 
E. Oklmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74403. 
918/687-4793 Pastor Alton Chiles

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken 
McCormick

RHoDe iSLanD
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 
600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie 
Emerson

SoUtH caRoLina
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

texaS  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., 
Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176 
Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602 
Manco Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067. 
972/436-3493 Pastor Dick Webster

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, 
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 
Pastor Richard G. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor Tim Thompson 

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, 
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill 
Campbell

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist 
church, 315 N. Burleson Blvd., Bur-
leson, TX 76028-3907. 817/295-4342 
Pastor Terry M. Williams

• Temple Baptist Church, 4301 
Thomason Dr., Midland, TX 79703. 
432/694.3634 www.tbcmidland.com
Pastor Stephen Willis

VIRGINIA
• Community Baptist Church, 
Chantilly, VA, Washington D.C. area. 
703/968-8871. www.cbc4me.org Pas-
tor Mike Aylestock

• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian 
Hudson

WEST VIRGINIA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, 
U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 
304/736-8006 Pastor Jerry Warren

Church ads are 
available to any 
BBFI church for 
$10 per issue.  

to place an ad, call 

(417) 831-3996.

c h u r c h  a d s
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AfterWords 

S unday, January 10, 2010, was my dad’s last day in the 
pulpit of Highland Park Baptist Church, a church 
he has pastored the last 36 years. I wish I could have 

been present for that bittersweet service, or at least for the 
following Sunday when the church hosted special morning 
and afternoon services, celebrating all that the Lord has 
done in so many lives through his ministry. But the needs 
of my own family of six prevented me from making the trip.

So I had to be content 1,231 miles away, sipping hot 
chocolate on an unusually cold Florida day, reflecting on 
dad and mom’s ministry, and how the Lord used their 
example to establish a special legacy I expect will continue 
till the Lord returns.

Dad and mom love missionaries, and they taught my 
brother and me, as well as our church family, to honor these 
heroes who leave the comfort of this great country to share 
the gospel in foreign lands. Highland Park has faithfully 
supported many, many missionaries over the years, and 
now I have the privilege of introducing my own children 
to heroes of the faith (like the Marshalls in Wales and the 
Peters family in Hungary) whom I first met as a child. As the 
legacy continues, our children now love every opportunity 
to play with, pray for, and give to visiting missionary 
families. I am thankful for a dad and mom who gave me this 
heritage to share with our little ones and in the classes we 
teach each week in the ministry here.

It is no secret around Elkhart, Indiana, that dad 
is one of the friendliest guys in town. Having a “good 
report of them which are without,” dad has ministered to 
everyone from lawyers to car dealers, bank tellers to the 
local pharmacist (with whom he regularly swaps stories 
of twin grandbabies). No person is too impressive or too 
insignificant to be shown the love of God. Now every time I 
get to serve someone, I have the opportunity to share God’s 
graciousness with them, and am privileged to be extending 
the legacy of the friendliest guy in town.

Dad was friendly, but not just to adults. He has made 
children feel important for so many years, that years after 
attending Highland Park on the bus ministry, they would 
come back to that church building to talk with the man 
who had first shared Christ with them. Dad felt kids were 
worth the effort it took to develop a good lesson, and he was 
infamous for his dramatic storytelling. He was a popular 
chapel speaker in our Christian elementary school, and it 
was no surprise that I later became a summer missionary 
for Child Evangelism, telling stories in much the same style 
as my dad. I’ve not literally stomped my way through the 
platform floor as he has, but I’ve been privileged to share 

Reflecting on my dad’s retirement   By Janette Hendricks Lange
    Associate Pastor | Lumpkin Road Baptist Church | Augusta, GA    

countless Bible and missionary lessons with children eager 
to hear of God’s power and faithfulness. Legacies can indeed 
be fun to continue!

No one understands all a pastor’s wife does, except for 
her family. I had an amazing in-home example to watch 
and then follow. Mom’s commitment to help dad succeed 
in his calling has been endless. All the way through to that 
last service, she has put in countless hours to aid him both 
behind the scenes and in the limelight, as needed. She put 
my brother and me through Christian school by working 
as a legal secretary, and yet found time to write Sunday 
school lessons, do the church bookwork, and play the piano 
for every service. Her love for the ladies in the church was 
shown in the banquets she planned, the hours of biblical 
counseling she gave, and the notes of encouragement she 
would write. What shoes I have to fill! May my children see 
me serve alongside my pastor-husband with a sweet, willing 
spirit, appreciating every God-ordained opportunity to use 
my gifts for His glory.

While I am sure I’ll be recognizing more about the legacy 
my parents have given me in years to come, it is fitting to 
close with perhaps the most important one of all: dad and 
mom followed the admonition of Deuteronomy 6:6-7 as they 
modeled walking with God on a personal level each day. Not 
only did they spend hours in sermon and lesson preparation, 
but they also spent significant time daily letting God change 
them in their quiet time with Him. I’d wake up very early in 
the morning and hear my dad petitioning God for the people 
in our church and community, as well as for our family. I’d 
watch my mom disappear into her room, Bible in hand, 
reappearing later visibly refreshed and at peace. Now, every 
time my children happen upon me in the big blue chair, cozy 
with my Bible and notebook, they recognize that I’m having 
“special time with God.” 

I look forward to the day when they are reading well 
enough to enjoy their own pursuit of the knowledge of 
God, and the changes His Word will bring. It is up to them, 
whether they will continue this legacy begun by their 
Grandpa and Grandmom Hendricks in the far-away, snowy 
state of Indiana. But I have no doubt that as long as they 
are alive, grandpa and grandmom will be praying for their 
precious grandchildren, and I know for a fact that God hears 
and answers my dad and mom’s prayers.

Pastor Floyd Hendricks retired after 39 years of ministry 
Sunday, January 17, 2010. He has pastored Highland Park 
Baptist Church in Elkhart, Indiana, 36 years. Janette Hendricks 
Lange is married to Jason Lange, Associate and Youth Pastor at 
New Testament Baptist Church, Largo, Florida.
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