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by Keith Bassham | Editor

E

aster is upon us, so I was already thinking about resurrection
themes, and that is fortunate for me today, since I must
officiate a funeral tomorrow.
A good friend, a pastor’s friend, passed from this life earlier
in the week, and it came to me that before a resurrection can happen, a death must occur. The Bible is correct in saying “in Adam,
all die.” Children of Adam are mortal, and fragile, and very, very
breakable. Not that many days ago, my friend had a body that
could walk and talk and laugh and yell at us even if he had a mind
to. But he is now a testament to the truth of Psalm 103: “Like as a
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.
For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.”
And not only are we breakable physically, but mentally and
emotionally as well. As a child of Adam, my friend knew pain, and
heartbreak, and he experienced the human responses to pain and
heartbreak. He knew anger and grief, and as all children of Adam
can, he could lash out and say things that children of Adam say to
one another and, even if he suppressed those outbursts, he could
think dark, ugly thoughts … and he could feel shame and remorse
and embarrassment. All these things go with being a child of
Adam. All in all, I’d say that God is right to pity us as the Psalmist
says.
But my friend was not merely a child of Adam. He was also a
child of God, having placed his trust in Christ, and having demonstrated that trust by serving his Lord many years. Therefore,
he (and we) can claim the great promise given by Jesus: “I am the
resurrection and the life. He that believeth on me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live.”
And this is made possible because the resurrection of Jesus
ensures our own resurrection. It is impossible for me to think of
my friend at his advanced age without thinking about Abraham,
and the faith he demonstrated in the promises of God by placing
his beloved Sarah, not in the earth of his ancestral homeland,
but in a tomb in Canaan. With this act of burying Sarah far from
home he truly planted his flag, in effect saying, “I am God’s child,
the object of his love and the recipient of his promise. Here I am,
and here I will stay, no matter what.”
Implications? For one, the promises of God are not exhausted in this lifetime. My friend lives, and will live eternally as
God has promised. Second, though the perspective of God is often
beyond our grasp, we need not fear death or anything in our future. What we do need to is be persuaded of God’s promises, His
everlasting love, and embrace that, and see it afar off, and confess
that we strangers and pilgrims, on our way to something better.
Easter is a proclamation of these great facts. May yours be
blessed.
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a ro u n d t h e b a p t i s t b i b l e f e l l o w s h i p i n t e r n at i o n a l
presidential perspective

The blessing of
fellowship

worldwide missions

Missionary projects
and missionary care
by Jon Konnerup | Mission Director | BBFI

by Linzy Slayden | President | BBFI

W

e are living in not only a digitalized world, but a depersonalized
world. It is an automated society where you have to remember
your zip code, your area code, your social security number; where now
when you call a number you no longer get a live voice, but you get a voicemail, or an answering machine. There has never been a greater time in the
history of mankind than there is right now for a personal touch of friendship and fellowship.
In this hyper-connected society of digital downloads and instant
messages we need a personal touch. Reading has become a “skim and
scan” affair, and conversations take place via text using letters and numbers. Shakespeare’s introspective “To be, or not to be” can now be whittled
down to “2b? Ntb.” Yes, the world moves more quickly than ever, with no
sign of slowing down, and this “faster is better” mindset has created a culture of looking at rather than seeing what’s around us.
In a 2001 article published in Empirical Study of the Arts, researchers
reported that most museum visitors spend a mere 17 seconds examining
a painting. That’s half the length of the average commercial, and barely
enough time to sing the first two lines of the “Star Spangled Banner.” Surprisingly, a painting’s popularity made little difference in the result, so
not even masterpieces like da Vinci’s Mona Lisa elicited greater attention.
In this culture the Word of God and the work of God offer something
better. Personal fellowship.
There is only one reason why anyone can have true fellowship —
because Jesus Christ is real, and Jesus Christ is risen. In 1 John 1, the Apostle John reminds us that Jesus is not only real in eternity but real in experience. John is saying Jesus is not some mythological figure like Hercules
but that he literally walked this earth. Jesus was also real in expression.
God knows the only way anybody can know Him is if He reveals Himself.
Jesus was God’s full, final, revelation of Himself. Thank the Lord for this
truth, but there is more.
The blessing of fellowship includes the blessing of a vertical relationship and also the horizontal relationship. One of the most beautiful
words in the New Testament is fellowship. One of the wonderful things
about being a Christian is that a Christian life never has to be a lonely life.
The beauty of fellowship is revealed to us in I John 1:4 where we are told
that the goal is that “our joy may be full.” Fellowship brings enrichment,
encouragement and enjoyment.
I see this in the BBFI. We have a big tent that not only stretches across
our nation but reaches around the world. Our churches are like people —
no two are alike — but they are all preaching the Word and trying to reach
their community and the world. When we get together we enjoy enrichment, encouragement and enjoyment. When we really see what is going
on around us we are blessed in the BBFI.
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n the mid-1970s, the Fellowship established the Missionary Projects Offering (MPO) to raise funds to help missionaries purchase
or build homes and churches on the mission field. Since then,
donors have given over $16.5 million to the MPO, helping establish
approximately 140 missionary homes and 500 churches. Over a tenyear period in its prime, the MPO raised $800,000-$1 million each
year. However, in the past three years, donor pledges have declined
to an average of approximately $250,000 per year.
Doing the Lord’s work requires an ongoing evaluation of priorities, methods, and projects to assure that our Fellowship’s efforts
remain effective and in-line with God’s purposes. Whether this
downward spiral in giving is due to the current economic strain or a
general misunderstanding of the MPO, it is evident that this onceuseful program has lost its momentum
After considerable thought and prayer, and a special two-day
meeting with the missions committee, we concluded that it is time
to begin phasing out the MPO. To assure that current projects are
funded to their completion, they will continue to be featured in the
annual MPO brochure. Funds for each project will be disbursed as
requested by the missionary until all funds have been transferred to
the respective projects.
For churches who wish to continue to give to building projects,
the Mission Office will set up project sub-accounts for the missionaries, enabling donors to give directly to the missionary and their
projects. However, the fundraising and promotion responsibilities
for these home or church projects will rest upon the missionaries
and their sending churches. In other words, no new projects will be
added to the Missionary Projects Offering.
There will be no changes to the Revolving Fund. This fund will
continue to perpetuate as long as the missionary encourages foreign
churches built with MPO funds to give back a portion of the funding
they received as God enables them. No new BBFI-owned home projects will be promoted or funded. Missionaries will continue to reside
in BBFI-owned homes under existing policies.
In September 2013, the missions committee will begin promoting an offering to raise funds for missionary care in our Fellowship.
This vital shift will enable us to serve our missionaries and their
churches more effectively while strengthening our efforts in keeping
them on the mission field during times of great difficulty.
Some questions facing us are: Do we adequately provide care for
our people serving the Lord in the cross-cultural ministry world? Is
our Fellowship backing our overseas missionaries the way it should?
Why are we experiencing increased attrition of our missionaries?
Are we relevant to the needs of our missionaries today? I will answer
these and other questions about the Missionary Care Offering in the
next few issues of the Tribune.

church planting

Church planting
approvals and
updates in GA

by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

A

t the February meeting in Kennesaw, GA, the NCPO presented four new church planters for approval (below, from
right: Aaron Mitchell, Gerard Dumoulin, David Douthitt, and
Mike Stancil) as well as provided an opportunity for church planters to update the Fellowship on their recently launched churches (middle, left: Aaron Douthitt, Masontown, PA; middle right:
Joey Baynes, Greensboro, NC; bottom: Vic Baxter, Eastman, GA).
There was also a video update from church planter Ben York
(Hilliard, OH).

Over $115,000
committed so far!
It’s not too late to
help
us reach our goal!

April 2013

|

Baptist Bible Tribune

|

5

6

|

Baptist Bible Tribune

|

April 2013

April 2013

|

Baptist Bible Tribune

|

7

Digressions
D i g r e s s i o n s i n c o n t e s t i b l y a r e t h e s u n s h i n e ; t h e y a r e t h e l i fe , t h e s o u l o f r e a d i n g .

Leaving footprints

Is TV the next newspaper?

O

ver sixty years ago, television began its long chipping away at Americans’
consumption of news via print. Now, TV might be following print news again
— but not in the way it would like. According to a September 2012 report from
the Pew Research Center for People & The Press, television news “may be losing
its hold on the next generation of news consumers,” as online and digital news consumption continues to increase.
The biggest threat to TV Land? Social
networking sites. Since 2010, the percentage
of Americans saying they get their news from
Twitter, Facebook and the like doubled, from 9
to 19%. The percentage of study respondents
who said they watched news the previous day
on TV has dipped to 55% from around 70%
in 1996. Critically, the number of 18-to-29
year-olds regularly watching local news has
fallen to 28% from 42% in 2006.
Could this spell opportunity for publishers building out audiences for news
online? Maybe, but there’s a lot of work to do to offset print declines: Only 29%
of respondents said they read a print newspaper the previous day, an 18-point
drop over the last decade.
Source: Pew Research Center’s biennial news consumption survey,
conducted among 3,003 adults May 9-June 3, 2012.

Coming in 2016: Kindergarteners to be included in
Chicago’s new public school sexual health program

C

HICAGO (BP) — A new sexual health
program in the Chicago Public
Schools is scheduled to be implemented
in 2016. The program mandates that
a set amount of time be spent on sex
education in every grade, beginning
in kindergarten. The program also will
discuss sexual orientation and gender
identity for the first time.
Under the new policy, kindergarteners and first graders will focus on topics
such as anatomy, healthy relationships
and personal safety, the Chicago Tribune
reported.
In second and third grades, the
focus will be on growth and develop-

ment. Fourth graders will learn about the
physical, social and emotional aspects
of puberty, along with the causes of HIV
transmission, the Tribune reported. After
fifth grade, the program will include discussions about human reproduction, healthy
decision-making, bullying and contraception.
Parents or guardians of students may
opt out of Chicago’s new sexual health
education program.
The new Chicago policy comes just
weeks after the Massachusetts Department
of Education issued a directive saying boys
and girls who identify as the opposite sex
now are allowed to use whichever school
restroom and locker room they prefer.
Source: Erin Roach, Baptist Press, www.BPNews.net
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- L a u r e n c e St e r n e

Duane Gish (Died March 5, 2013), trained
and educated as a biochemist, became a
prominent spokesman for the creationist
movement. Gish was a former vice-president
of the Institute for Creation Research (ICR)
and the author of numerous publications
on the subject of scientific creationism. He
was well-known for his debates with other
scientists on the subject of evolution. Gish
was 92 years old.

Howard Hendricks (Died February 20,
2013), taught at Dallas Theological Seminary
more than 60 years. In those decades, the
seminary says he taught 10,000 students,
authored 16 books, and was a Dallas
Cowboys chaplain in the 70s and 80s.
Once, when undergoing cancer treatment,
Hendricks told his friends and students,
“Either God is sovereign or He is not. And,
if He’s not, we’re in deep trouble. But I’m
coming down on the side that He is.”

The joyful news that He
is risen does not change
the contemporary world.
Still before us lie work,
discipline, sacrifice. But
the fact of Easter gives
us the spiritual power to
do the work, accept the
discipline, and make the
sacrifice.
~Henry Knox Sherrill 1890-1980

60 years ago in the Baptist Bible Tribune

Easter reports
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Kennesaw meeting

rallied
Fellowship to

unity
by Keith Bassham

W

hen I think of Atlanta, the images that first open in my
mind are (not in any particular order) Coca Cola, Gone
With the Wind, and CNN. Not exactly a classic mind map, but
for the foreseeable future, another image will be competing for
the top spot in my thinking about Atlanta. That is the image
of Shiloh Hills Baptist Church in Kennesaw, GA, just north of
metro Atlanta, host church for the Baptist Bible Fellowship
Midwinter Fellowship Meeting February 18-20.
Pastor Vic Bledsoe chose to highlight unity for his theme,
and the preachers all had something to say about teamwork,
fellowship, and unity (see the feature article in this issue for an
example), but they also spoke of evangelism, direction, goals,
and intention – all needed for a fellowship to forge ahead.
Bledsoe also wanted a Southern revival flavor, and that
was helped along with the evening pre-service concerts
provided by The Old Paths Gospel Quartet and a full music
service every evening. Music minister Matt Bledsoe was one
of the busiest guys around leading several choir specials each
service. The church fed their guests and accommodated them
every way possible.
The Tribune receives more attention in the February
meeting (for many years it was known as the Tribune Meeting),
and the host honored that tradition by asking Editor Keith
Bassham to deliver the keynote message (see the print version
beginning on page 15) Monday evening. Following the editor
Tuesday and Wednesday evening were BBFI President Linzy
Slayden and former BBFI President Bill Monroe. Preachers
in the morning sessions were Eddie Goodall, Herb Hubbard,
Harold Payne, Carlton Cooper, Gary Favor, and Karl Skinner.
Tuesday and Wednesday began with breakout sessions dealing
with church planting, missions, and other BBFI projects.
In addition, President Slayden hosted a luncheon for state
chairmen and national directors for a round table discussion of
Fellowship issues.
Although there is no official plenary business meeting
held in February, BBFI directors and college trustees do meet.
Directors received updated information concerning the
institutions, colleges, agencies, and ongoing projects of the
Fellowship. This does not mean business is not transacted,
though. Two projects were presented for “floor offerings,” a
Muslim outreach in Dearborn, MI and a new church plant in
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Eastman, GA (Pastor Victor Baxter, an NCPO alum and
a member of Brothers of Cyrene).
Several church planters had opportunity to present
testimonies, and four new NCPO church planter
candidates were approved: Aaron Mitchell, Mike Stancil,
Gerard Dumoulin, and David Douthitt.
Mel Himes with GuideOne Insurance presented
President Slayden and BBFI Treasurer Howard Braymer
with a check of about $75,000 as part of the insurance
firm’s partnership agreement with the BBFI.
On Wednesday night, Jack Baskin was honored
with the Fellowship Faithfulness award for his years of
faithful service as a missionary, educator, and Christian
leader.
The February Tribune Offering was still incomplete
(several states had not yet reported) but Editor
Bassham reported about $85,000 had been committed
by the meeting’s end, and the Rawlings Foundation
had promised an additional gift to the Tribune. As the
magazine goes to press, the total February Tribune
Offering (including the Foundation gift) is $115,000, and
commitments are still being received.
President Slayden, in the early part of the meeting,
sent out an email report saying, “Wonderful spirit in
our Executive Committee meeting and the National
Directors meeting. This is a great group of ‘can do’

men. There was a great number of directors present
at roll call. Very good attendance and great spirit.”
David Chittenden, who attended from Michigan
with his wife reported, “I enjoyed the music, the
meetings, the preaching and the kind gracious people
of Shiloh Hills. I was touched by the obvious hard
work of the choir as they presented their praise to
God.” Fred Gurule of New Mexico, when expressing
his own appreciation of the meeting, said, “I was really
impressed that Pastor Vic was part of the choir; that
was really neat to see.” And sure enough, Vic Bledsoe
was in the choir each evening, a symbol of the hard
working ministerial staff and church.
Shiloh Hills has provided streaming and
downloadable audio and video of the services on the
church’s website, www.shilohhills.com. Navigate to the
Online Media section of the website and an additional
link is provided for the BBFI material.
The next meeting of the BBFI will take place
May 13-16 on the campus of Baptist Bible College in
Springfield, MO. The fall meeting is scheduled for
September 16-18 at Ventura Baptist Church, Ventura,
CA where Lewis McClendon is the host pastor.
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in
thin
air
the
baptist
bible
fellowship

From a sermon by Keith Bassham at the February 2013
BBFI National Meeting in Kennesaw, Georgia

I

want to talk about our Fellowship, and I have titled the sermon this
evening, the Baptist Bible Fellowship In Thin Air. My text will be
taken from Amos 3:1-6, but I’m not quite ready to read it yet.
In early May 1996, 34 climbers began their ascent of Mount Everest.
Eight of those climbers died in the attempt – 15 died during that
season making it the deadliest year in Everest’s history....
April 2013
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Mountaineers began climbing Everest
in 1922, but it took 31 years of effort before
two men, Edmund Hillary and the Nepalese
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay, actually reached
the summit in 1953. Since then, Everest has
attracted climbers from around the world, and
in these last ten years, the climb has become
nearly a tourist attraction.
In 1996, however, there was less
accessibility. A typical climber would spend
about $65,000 to get to the summit. He or she
would be attached to 5-10 others in the same
group plus guides and sherpas.
Everest itself does not pose any
unique technical difficulties in
terms of terrain — like all tall
mountains, it’s rock, and ice, and
snow — except that the last few
thousand feet of climb is above
25,000 feet where the wind, the
cold, and the lack of air makes
it the most difficult climb in
the world. Thus, a climber will
spend as many as 8 weeks getting
acclimated, making several trips
up and down the face of the
mountain between the various
camps higher and higher, until
the day assigned to attempt the
summit. It’s quite an investment
of money and physical resources.
On the day of the actual ascent to the
summit, climbers leave the highest camp,
Camp 4, at nearly 26,000 feet. You have to
allow about 18 hours to get up and back down.
That means the first group leaves camp at
about midnight, with the rest following in
time intervals determined by the expedition
guides. Near the top, on the area known as
the Hillary Step, you have to follow a rope line
16
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laid out by the guides and the first climbers,
and as each climber gets to the top he has to
watch the time. The rule is if you don’t make
it by at least 2:00 pm, turn back, or you will
be climbing down in the darkness. As the
experienced climbers say, “Darkness is not
your friend.”
You also have to remember that at 25,000
feet, you are in what is considered the death
zone. In that thinnest of air, your body begins
to die very quickly. It’s nearly impossible to
even eat since consuming food requires so

much oxygen. Sleep is elusive. Your body
cannibalizes itself, consuming three pounds of
muscle daily as long as you are at that altitude.
It will take you about 12 hours to traverse one
mile. You breathe 80 to 90 times a minute,
and even then you are only getting about onethird the oxygen you have at sea level.
On the 11th of May, 1996, about 30
climbers were trying to make the top, more

at one time than at any time since Everest
had been conquered in 1953. These days, that
would be considered light traffic, but in 1996,
it was far different, and there were problems
right away with so many climbers. The first
climbers found the ropes were not laid out
where they were supposed to be. As they
waited for the rope situation to be corrected,
other climbers began to stack up behind them
creating a logjam.
Also, some of the climbers who were
supposed to have gone up later had left
camp out of turn in a foolish quest
to get there first. Finally, radios
failed, and the delayed climbers
began to run low on oxygen they
were carrying. Some still had not
reached the summit by 2:00 pm,
but instead of turning back, they
went on and had to look forward
to making their entire descent in
the dark. Miscommunication and
bad decisions (can you make a good
decision at 26,000 feet, I wonder?)
created a cascade effect as the
problems created more problems,
and then a storm surprised the
struggling climbers who were trying
to make it back down. Stragglers
were left behind. By days end, eight
people on the mountain had died,
and others were in severe danger of crippling
frostbite and injuries.
Now, I’m no mountain climber, and I may
be wrong, but having read some case studies
on this expedition, I’m going to make a couple
of safe assumptions about what happened
in May 1996. When Edmund Hillary and
his Sherpa made the climb to the summit
in 1953, they were the first to do it. No one

else would ever be first again. The goal for
Everest climbers since then, as I see it, is to
get to the top and back down safely. It is no
longer a race to the top. Whether you are first
or last in the line, making it to the top is the
goal. My second assumption is that achieving
that goal is far more likely when you do it in
teams and groups looking out for one another.
More healthy members can help stragglers.
The experienced can assist those not as
experienced. Oxygen can be passed around.
Some can go for help. When the team idea
broke down, disaster was sure to follow.
Outdoors writer Jon Krakauer was one
of the climbers who survived, and he told
the story in his book Into Thin Air. Three
expeditions had planned to achieve the
summit that day. To get everyone to the top
and back down again safely, and that is the
goal, they would need to work as teams. He
and everyone else knew that, but Krakauer
says they did not work that way. He in fact
wrote, “We were a team in name only … We
never really had this feeling we were in it
together … we never coalesced as a team.”
Regarding the rules for climbing, such as
the turn back at 2:00 pm rule, Krakauer writes,
“ln order to succeed you must be exceedingly
driven. but if you’re too driven you’re likely
to die. Above 26,000 feet, moreover, the line
between appropriate zeal and reckless summit
fever becomes grievously thin. Thus the slopes
of Everest are littered with corpses.”
Some of the climbers decided to do it
their way, and ignored the turn

“We were a team in name only
… We never really had
this feeling we were in
it together ...”
back rule. Krakauer says of those who did
follow the rule that they in effect had to leave
their $70,000 and weeks of agonizing training
on the table, “. . . and yet, faced with a tough
decision, they were among the few who made
the right choice that day.”
And so, there are lessons for those who
want to do a case study of the 1996 Everest
Expedition. Case studies tell us what went
wrong and go on to try to tell us why they
went wrong. It’s useful to do this, especially
when you are dealing with large institutions
like NASA and the shuttle disasters, or with
the military say in the case of Blackhawk
Down. Given enough time, we may even
have enough information to determine what
happened in Benghazi, Libya, last September
and begin to see case studies about that
event. It’s an embarrassing experience for
institutions and organizations to do these
studies; no one likes to admit mistakes, let
alone admit to incompetence or worse, but
if we don’t ask ourselves hard questions, we
don’t learn.
In this sermon, I want to do a kind of
a case study. And I begin that study with a
passage from the prophecy of Amos, chapter 3.
1 Hear this word that the Lord hath
spoken against you, O children of Israel,
against the whole family which I brought
up from the land of Egypt, saying,
2 You only have I known of all the
families of the earth: therefore I will punish
you for all your iniquities.
3 Can two walk together, except they
be agreed?
4 Will a lion roar in the forest, when
he hath no prey? will a young lion cry out
of his den, if he have taken nothing?
5 Can a bird fall in a snare upon the
earth, where no gin is for him? shall one
take up a snare from the earth, and have
taken nothing at all?
6 Shall a trumpet be blown in the city,
and the people not be afraid? shall there be
evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it?

Amos’s message is simple enough. God
had cared for his people. These were the only
people of all the families on the earth that
God had chosen to watch and to care for. And
he cared enough about them that He could
not stand idly by while they took His generous
blessings but did not allow those blessings to
influence their conduct. Therefore, God says,
punishment is inevitable. There is a line of
causality, a direct link, the Lord says, between
their sin and His judgment.
And so, to make His point, God uses
seven rhetorical questions to teach us that
certain events are connected. The first is in
verse 3. Two people do not walk together
unless they have made certain agreements.
The rest of the questions follow the pattern: a
lion does not roar without attacking his prey,
nor will a lion make noises of satisfaction in
his den unless he has a meal there, nor can
a bird be trapped without the trap being set
and baited, nor does a trap spring if there is
nothing there to make it snap shut. You get
the picture. One event is directly correlated
with another event.
The deaths on Everest provide an
illustration of the principle. One event is
directly related to another event. A lack of
teamwork caused death. Failure to heed rules
caused destruction. Poor communication
caused great tragedies. There were direct links
between these events.
However, my message for you and me and
our Fellowship is not quite so dire. I just want
to visit the first of Amos’s questions: “Can two
walk together, except they be agreed,” and talk
about the subject of agreement.
First I have to say, this text does not mean
what many take it to mean. It does not mean
that people have to have complete and perfect
agreement when they walk together. A look
at the various translations and commentaries
will tell you that is not the idea conveyed in
the text.
What the question really means is that
there is a direct link between the direction
two people are walking and their eventual
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destination. Two people walking together
will arrive in roughly the same place. So there
are only two essentials they have to agree
upon: one is to agree to walk together, and
two is to walk to their destination. Everything
else is pretty much up for grabs. They can
wear different colored clothes, take longer
or shorter steps, and even look at different
parts of the scenery along the way. They don’t
even really have to like one another all that
much: they just have to agree to go somewhere
together.
Think what that that kind of thinking
would have meant to those on Everest
May 11, 1996. What if each of the climbers
had adopted the mindset, “We are all going
to work to get everyone to the top
and back down safely. Nothing else
matters.”
I wonder what that type of
singleness of mind would look
like applied to the Baptist Bible
Fellowship, to those who remain
active, to those who wander in
and out, to those who are on the
periphery, and to those who have
separated themselves from the
Fellowship over the past 20 years or
so. If we were to do a case study, what
would we discover about the Baptist
Bible Fellowship in thin air?
Jim Collins, the author of superb
management books like Good to
Great and Built to Last, wrote another
book in 2009, How the Mighty Fall
about once great organizations, how
some of them failed, and how some
of them came back. I was interested
mostly in his outline of the five
steps on the downward slope. As I
read a few of them think about our
Fellowship, and our case study.
First step down: Hubris Born of Success.
It’s what happens when an organization
has a lot of success very quickly. When your
churches are in the top 10 or top 100 largest
or fastest growing, as ours were in the 1970s.
What you are doing is working, and you
believe it will keep on working, and we are
so smart, and so innovative, and so amazing,
nothing will stop us now. I think the Bible has
something to say to those who exhibit that
kind of pride.
I don’t have time to go through Mr.
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Collins’s entire downward spiral, but it
has to do with organizations leaving what
they’re good at and getting involved with
things they are not so good at, and with
leaders in the wrong places, and personal
egoes, and ignoring danger signs. His fourth
stage gripped me. He calls Stage 4, Grasping
for Salvation. Looking for a savior, some
charismatic leader, or a blockbuster idea, or
some other type of silver bullet solution. Fear
and frantic reaction takes the place of calm
clearheadedness. And then comes Stage 5:
Irrelevance or Death.
If we were using Mr. Collins’s work as a
lens for our study tonight, I think I would have
to say we are certainly in Stage 4, Seeking a

finding the one thing you can do very well,
something you were meant to do, and place all
your resources in that one thing. On Everest in
May, 1996, the Hedgehog Principle would have
been, get everyone up to the summit and back
down safely. It’s the one thing that matters.
For organizations like ours, whether
we deal with a product or a process, the
Hedgehog Principle teaches us that to move
back from the brink of failure we have to find
the one thing we do, and then do it better than
anyone else in the world.
For us here tonight, I would put the
question like this: What did the Baptist Bible
Fellowship bring to the table at its formation,
what is the Hedgehog we can revive to help

Savior, and perhaps even on the outskirts of
Stage 5, Irrelevance or Death. I’m sorry, it is
the truth, and only by facing the truth can we
fix what has gone wrong.
Fortunately, Mr. Collins is not merely
a doom and gloom kind of a guy. He does
not leave us without some guidance on how
to get things back on the rails. And again,
without giving you full details, I outline one
of the things he says an organization must do
to find its way back. It is what he called “the
Hedgehog Principle.”
The Hedgehog Principle consists of

put our Fellowship back to rights.
At this point, if you are engaging with
me, you are mentally listing topics that need
revival, and perhaps even getting out ahead
of me. No doubt you’re thinking along the
lines of evangelism, doctrine, church planting,
things that we have traditionally thought we
were good at. And these things are important,
and they were present in strength at our
founding and the first two decades. But there’s
another Hedgehog, and one perhaps even
more important, especially when you are
trying to operate in thin air. And that is the

very notion of fellowship itself. Agreeing to
walk together toward a common destination,
as Amos says. Having a sense of team.
Think with me. When the 100 or so
founders of this fellowship made their
decision to walk in Fort Worth in 1950, they
did not walk away separately in their different
directions. They wanted to walk together.
They wanted to send missionaries — together.
They wanted start churches — together. They
wanted to train young men and women to
work in churches — together. They agreed
to walk together, and perhaps that was their
greatest achievement in the light of what they
had been through. Some of those same men
went on to build and pastor megachurches, in

a day before we knew the term. But they did
it with a sense of teamwork and brotherhood
and fellowship. The Mission Office, the
colleges, the Tribune — they are all a tribute to
that sense that if we are going to ascend high
summits and operate in thin air, we will not
have to do it alone. We will do it together.
To diagnose all the problems of our
Fellowship would take more than just an
evening sermon, and to find working solutions
to them will take more years than some of us
have. But there are at least some problems
we can address, especially if the solutions

are within our abilities. Take the problem
identified by Amos: Can two walk together
except they be agreed? Yes, because they
can agree to walk together. That’s a simple
solution.
Perhaps now would be a good time to
establish more fully what I mean from a New
Testament perspective. I’ve not used the
term, unity, but that is essentially what we are
talking about. The Apostle places great store
in the concept of unity, and in this he was
following the example of Jesus and some of his
language in the Gethsemane prayer:
Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me through
their word;
That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one:
I in them, and thou in me, that they may
be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, as thou hast loved me. (John 17: 20-23)
In this passage, Jesus Christ says that
unity among his believers would lead to the
conclusion (in the world’s eyes) that the
Father has sent the Son. I believe Paul is
reflecting that idea in his epistles when he
speaks of unity. If you think on it, there is at
least one thing we see in the New Testament
that can get Paul riled more than just about
anything. We see it in the Galatian epistle
when Paul says he got in Peter’s face over
Jews and Gentiles sitting at the same table.
For Paul, Peter’s reluctance to sit with Gentile
Christians in the presence of Jewish Christians
visiting from Jerusalem was not merely rude
— it was anti-Christian.
The Ephesian letter spells out why. In
the second chapter, Paul tells the Ephesian
believers that before their conversion, “ye
were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world” (2:12). He goes
on to describe how the cross of Jesus Christ
changed all that, how those who were far off
had been brought close, how the strangers

and foreigners had become members of God’s
family, how God took two separate races of
people and made them one, and this had been
accomplished by the death and resurrection
of Jesus.
Therefore, by Paul’s standard, Peter’s
treatment of the Gentiles was a denial of the
Gospel — Jesus had not come, and nothing
has changed, and we are yet in our sins. And
when Christians do not demonstrate the
unity that Paul describes, they are making a
theological statement.
But you say, you don’t understand.
These young guys are different, and they’re
doing it wrong. Or you say, these old guys are
irrelevant, and they’re doing it wrong. And I
say, look, if you want to argue about stuff, fine.
Argue. Do all the fussing you want, but do it
at sea level where the oxygen is plenty and you
can work up a good fuss. But remember, you
don’t climb summits at sea level.
The summit is up where the air is thin,
and in thin air, most of those arguments are
not all that significant. In thin air, high up on
the mountain, it’s dangerous, and people’s
lives are at stake, and like it or not, way up on
the side of the mountain we need one another.
There are not enough of us left to keep
splitting up in our own climbing parties and
expect to get everyone up and down safely.
Let’s start right now, tonight, to solve
some of our problems. I’ve already alluded
to the generational rift. It’s not that hard to
work through. As I indicated in last month’s
Tribune, if our young men and young women
can fully appreciate and embrace the essential
principles of our Founders, become sound in
doctrine and practice, and understand the
importance of being a Fellowship gathered
around a great purpose; and if our older
men and older women can fully appreciate
and embrace the essential principles of our
Founders, become visionary and courageous,
and understand the importance of being a
Fellowship gathered around a great purpose,
then we can span the rift. That is, if we can
take the vitality, energy, and vision associated
with the young; and wed that to the wisdom,
experience, and stability associated with the
elders, then we will have the makings of a
formidable team.
Other issues remain to be solved, but this
meeting can provide us a base from which we
can ascend high summits in thin air.
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J

ames Bainham was born about 1500 in Gloucestershire,
England. His father, Alexander Bainham, was a man of
wealth and influence; he was a knight and the sheriff of
Gloucestershire. Young James was provided with an excellent
education, excelling in Latin and Greek. Probably due to his
father’s influence, young Bainham chose to study law. Foxe
(of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs) says he was, “ … a man of virtuous disposition, an earnest reader of Scripture, a visitor to the
prisoners, merciful to the poor, diligent in giving counsel to
all the needy widows, fatherless, and afflicted without money
or reward.”
Bainham’s actions and his
criticism of the Catholic Church
brought him to the attention of
the ecclesiastical inquisitors. He
was accused of possessing Tyndale’s New Testament and attending illegal meetings in a warehouse on Bow Street. He became
even more suspect when he married the widow of the notorious
Simon Fish, who had died of the
Black Death while awaiting trial
for heresy. Sir Thomas More, the
Chancellor of England, had James
Bainham arrested and brought to his home. He wanted to
know the location of Tyndale’s New Testament and other forbidden books, plus the names of the men and women who
met on Bow Street. He attempted to obtain this information
through persuasion and kind words, however, when he saw
his efforts were futile he had Bainham tied to a tree in his garden and he personally severely lashed and cut his body. He
then ordered the prisoner to be taken to the Tower of London
to be racked.
More attempted to obtain the location of Tyndale’s books
from Bainham’s wife. When she refused to cooperate, she was
arrested and thrown into prison, and all their personal goods
were seized. Bainham was severely tortured, and even though
he was partially crippled, he refused to provide Sir Thomas
More with the information he sought. More, who was a sadistic religious fanatic, sent Bainham to John Stokesley, the Bishop of London, for further interrogation. After days of grueling questions, Stokesley and his inquisitors were able to learn
that Bainham approved of Tyndale’s New Testament and had

by Thomas Ray
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stated it should be made available to all Englishmen. He did
not believe the wine and bread was the blood and flesh of
Christ. He confessed he did not believe in purgatory and that
repentance and faith should always precede baptism.
Stokesley informed Bainham that if he did not renounce
his heresy, and return to the Mother Church, they were going
to have him burned at the stake. Bainham, broken in body
and fearing death by burning, lost his courage and agreed to
renounce his beliefs and return to the church. After signing
a statement renouncing his beliefs, he was required to stand
before the people at St. Paul’s and
acknowledge his heresies. Shortly after his release, he was convicted of the enormity of his failure and, like Peter, he wept bitter
tears of repentance. Unable to live
with his failure he went before the
congregation that met on Bow
Street, confessed his sin, asked
the church for their forgiveness,
and urged them to be steadfast in
their faith.
The next Sunday he attended
St. Austin’s and stood before the
people with Tyndale’s New Testament in his hand, confessing with tears that he had denied
God and that he preferred death to the hell he had experienced. He proceeded to write letters to Sir Thomas More,
Bishop Stokesley, and his family reiterating his faith. He was
immediately arrested and for several weeks he was severely
tortured, but all their efforts ended in failure.
Finally on April 30, 1532 James Bainham was led to the
place of execution. Just before the fire was ignited, he turned
to Master Pave, the town clerk, saying, “God forgive thee
and show thee more mercy than thou showeth me.” He also
prayed for God to forgive Sir Thomas More. And thus died
James Bainham, the man who preferred death to life if it
meant he must deny his faith. As a footnote to this story, one
year later Master Pave, Bainham’s tormentor hung himself.
Sir Thomas More refused to renounce the Pope and recognize
King Henry the VIII as the sovereign head of the Church of
England, and he was arrested and thrown into the Tower of
London. He was beheaded in April 1534 for treason.

Being a believer in an urbanized world

T

he trend is clear. Just over 50 percent of
the world population lives in urban centers. That’s up from 9 percent in 1900 and
headed for 60 percent by 2030. Do we understand that the remaining population is urbanized though they live outside urban centers?
That is, the effect of urban centers on the rest of
the world is immediate, direct, profound, pervasive, dramatic, and inescapable.
An urbanized world is compressed, fastpaced, dominating, pluralistic. It is multi-cultural and mobile. It is sexualized. It’s commercialized and politicized. It is materialistic, demonized. It is promising, punishing. Stimulating,
stressful. Exhilarating, exhausting.
We all live in this urbanized world. Do we
understand the challenge of living out our faith
in this world? If you knew you were going to take
a long walk in the desert, wouldn’t that inform
how you prepare? If you were hiking through the
jungle, wouldn’t the environment dictate your
preparation and precautions? What do we need
to know about being a believer in a world that’s
been urbanized?
Paul, the consummate urbanite, a sophisticated cosmopolitan, moves from urban center to
urban center with ease, knowledge, sensitivity,
and influence. Nowhere is his spiritual wisdom
more on display and more directly to the benefit
of the believer than in Ephesians.
We recall the birth of this church in Acts 19.
It’s a story replete with dramatic miracles, sensational demonic confrontation, public declaration of faith, and a riot. Most importantly, a new
band of converts forms a called-out assembly in
an otherwise heathen city.
The pagan temple crowns the nearby peak,
ruling over the metropolis swimming in perversity and depravity. The city is dominated by
dark, demonic forces at work in crowded, bustling streets, beautiful public spaces and buildings, in baths, brothels, and bazaars.
Paul has quite a bit to say about being a

believer in an urbanized world. The well-known
outline of Ephesians — wealth, walk, and warfare, guides us.
Through this circular letter, Paul builds up
these urban believers emphasizing what they
have received. God has blessed us, chosen us,
predestined us, freely bestowed on us, lavished
on us, and made known to us. We have nothing
less than the riches of God’s glory to draw upon
in our daily lives. He stresses our being in Him
(vs. 10, vs. 13). He emphasizes the power of God
(1:19) and then brings it home to each believer
saying that is the power that works in us (3:20).
How are you going to cope with the forces
of humanism, pluralism, and demonized materialism? It certainly will not be from our own
knowledge or strength. It will be in the wealth of
our relationship to God through Jesus.
Paul introduces the ministry of the Holy
Spirit (1:13, 3:16-20, 5:18). The typical believer will
not be just knocked to his knees but knocked
flat on his back without supernatural power.
The apostle warns us to walk in our new
nature, deliberately laying aside the old self and
putting on the new self. He warns us against sins
that can take hold, corrupt, confuse, disarm,
destroying our fruitfulness. Charging us to walk
in love, to walk carefully. In an urbanized culture
that assaults healthy relationships, he exhorts us
to value, honor, and protect our families.
Near the end of the letter, Paul gives us the
primary New Testament passage on spiritual
warfare. I think he is the leading human authority on this subject.
The diluted, American Christianity of consumerism, depending on legal cover, social
accommodation, and cultural appreciation,
doesn’t cut it. In the first century, Christianity is
unsupported by cultural structures, institutional
friendliness, or governmental favor. New Testament Christianity stands on its own two feet,
victorious in the face of opposition. Could it be
that one of the reasons we see so many Chris-

Urban
Current
tians falling apart, so many pastors going astray,
so many families disintegrating is that they have
been ill-equipped for the spiritual warfare an
urbanized world presents?
We are at war. The enemy is out to kill us.
We have the victory. However, the victory is in
a well-fought battle. If there is no battle, you
don’t need any armor. You don’t need a shield
to extinguish the flaming arrows if there are no
flaming arrows. This is not the religion of “come
to church once a week and I’ll give you a little
sermonette on how to manage your nice, little,
white life.” This is a blood and guts, battle to the
death, spiritual conflict.
I love Paul’s approach. He focuses on God,
not Satan. He focuses on strength not weakness. He focuses on the spiritual not the physical. He focuses on the internal not the external.
Having very carefully laid the groundwork in
the opening of his letter, explaining our wealth
and strength, he tells us we will be able to resist
in the evil day and having done everything, to
stand firm.
Let’s face it. This urbanized world living is
eating the lunch of many believers. A quick survey of Paul’s urban experiences gives an overview of what we can expect today. God-believers
who will turn on us, heathen who will attack
us, demons that will oppose us. Yet, everywhere
Paul went living a Gospel life, proclaiming a
Gospel message, people were saved, churches
were planted, God was glorified, the name of
Jesus magnified and the number of disciples
multiplied.
That’s what being a believer in an urbanized
world looks like. How are we doing?

by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church,
Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org
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Start here, go global

From pastor to
professor

by Mark Milioni | President | Baptist Bible College

T

his is our theme for Fellowship Week 2013. “Start here, go global,” is essentially what Jesus was challenging His followers to do in
Acts 1:8: But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
We are excited to host what has become a favorite week for many
— a time to return to a very special place, Baptist Bible College. Our
college has been the starting point for many to begin their journeys
in the ministry. BBC has been the starting point for many marriages,
lifelong friendships and ministry relationships. Ministries that have
literally changed nations got their start at BBC, and only heaven knows
how many people have been touched and reached for Christ because
of the skills and relationships that began at BBC.
Our services will include preaching from speakers like Eddie
Lyons, pastor of High Street Baptist Church, Springfield, MO; BBFI
President Linzy Slayden from Owasso, OK; and a very special guest
Tuesday evening: Thom Rainer, President of Lifeway Christian
Resources in Nashville, TN.
Thom Rainer is a recognized author, focusing primarily on church
growth and pastoring. He has served as a pastor, professor, detailed
researcher and author of many books and articles. We are very excited
to have him with us. I know he will challenge and encourage us.
Please make plans to be with us. We are already finalizing many
details to make this a fantastic week. We will begin Monday night,
May 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the great W.E. Dowell Fieldhouse.
Tuesday will feature preaching and breakout sessions for pastors,
a special time for youth leaders, and a truly “Beautiful” ladies meeting
with my wife Barb. Tuesday afternoon the Mission Office has meetings
with their representatives, and Tuesday night will feature Thom Rainer. Following Tuesday night’s service, we will enjoy a great time of food
and fellowship with a reception in the cafeteria.
Wednesday morning will focus on missions — special speakers,
presentations, and the always-exciting testimonies and approvals.
Local churches will join us Wednesday night for “Homecoming,” an
evening of uplifting music, special honors and fond memories.
Thursday morning is graduation, a day of celebration and recognition. Our commencement speaker is Phil Housley, pastor of
Park Crest Baptist Church, Springfield, MO.
You can learn more about Fellowship Week and register (I promise you it will be worth it!) at gobbc.edu.
Every race has a starting point, where all the runners gather and
wait for the gun to go off before striving to put forth all of their effort
and utilize all of their training to finish the race. For many, the race
started here at BBC and has gone global.
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by Phil Webber | Boston Baptist College

D

avid Melton just left with a group of students and friends of Boston on the annual Spring Study Trip, this time to Greece and Turkey to trace the steps of Paul’s ministry there. In his absence he asked if
I would write about my recent journey from pastor to professor.
In 1994 Wendi and I moved from Wichita, KS, to San Angelo, TX,
to join the ministry of Baptist Temple (now Lifepoint Baptist Church).
We put down roots, raised our kids there, and had every intention of
staying put for the rest of our ministry. We love Lifepoint and those
people became not just our ministry, but our family.
I had become associated with Boston seven years ago when asked
to join the Board of Trustees. Never in my wildest imagination did I
envision moving to Boston and becoming part of the faculty here, yet
almost exactly a year ago God began doing some very unexpected things
and before He was done Wendi and I would be convinced that God was
changing the location and focus of our ministry. We became convinced
that God wanted me to take my education and twenty-seven years of
ministry experience and step into the classroom to help students get
started on the right path to fulfilling what God has called them to do.
So last July we hit the road for New England. Our last day at Lifepoint was excruciating as we had to say goodbye to the people we loved
who were so supportive of what God was doing in our lives. It is a thrill
to know that Lifepoint is in the capable hands of their new pastor, Gary
Phillips, and the future of the church is very bright.
If you have never moved to Boston after nearly twenty years in
West Texas you may not be able to appreciate the culture shock we have
experienced; like the day in our first week when the police officer yelled
at us. He was directing traffic at an intersection and we misunderstood
his direction and stopped when he wanted us to go. He saw our Texas
license plate and screamed at us, “Let’s go! You’re not in Texas anymore!”
Truer words have never been spoken.
Though still very much a rookie, I can say that Boston Baptist College is worthy of your attention and support. The leadership, faculty,
and staff are amazing. The students exhibit a genuine desire to do something great for God. We love the energy and passion of these young
committed followers of Jesus.
My main task at Boston is to teach the Pastoral/Church Ministry
courses which include brand-new class offerings such as Essentials in
Pastoral Ministry (the class that addresses “the stuff they never taught
you at Bible College”); and Contemporary Issues in Ministry (which
addresses current and upcoming issues church leaders will face as well
as the logical outcomes of popular ministry strategies and fads).
It is an honor to be part of Boston Baptist College. The work being
done here is significant in every way. Though I never dreamed this
would be in my future, I have awakened to the ministry opportunity of
a lifetime.

fellowship news

knoxville, tn

Southside celebrates 45th anniversary
Nearly 400 attended Southside Baptist
Church on Sunday, January 27th to celebrate
the church’s 45th anniversary. The church
celebrated the anniversary by hearing a
variety of testimonies from the congregation.
A barbeque lunch was provided in the
gymnasium following the morning service. The
day concluded with a special celebration service
that afternoon which included a review and
recognition of former pastors, together with
honoring those members who have been in the
church 40 years or more.
Commenting on the day, Pastor Jim Stady
said, “This was a great day in the history of
Southside Baptist, we thank God for all our past
blessings but know our future is even brighter.”

The church was organized on January
14, 1968 in the home of James and Leora Day
with fifteen present. Carl McDonald was the
founding pastor and led the
church until 1979. Danny
Thomas (called in March
1979) led the church to
build the auditorium and
gymnasium. In July 1985,
Dr. Clarence Gresham
came to be the next pastor
and led the church for the
next 26 years. Numerous
improvements were made
to the facilities during his
leadership including the

m i s s i o n a ry l e t t e r s
Earl & Joyce Koon | Australia
Just the other day, we were in a gift shop in a little country town. The shop is
normally closed on Monday and Tuesday, but we saw a tour bus leaving and
went in to check it out. While Joyce began to look around, the lady invited us
to have a cup of tea with her. The conversation began to delve into spiritual issues, praise God! We gave Sue the plan of salvation, and she asked us to come
back on Tuesday afternoon. After two hours of intense Bible study, Sue bowed
her head and asked the Lord to save her. She is coming to prayer meeting of
her own free will and we were invited back again for another Bible Lesson.
Please pray that her husband will also trust Christ.

Tarl & Adrienne Reeves | England
Marina grew up in Siberia and received Christ while working as a translator for
Baptist missionaries ministering in her area. She moved to London to continue
her work as a translator while she looked for a church that taught the Bible.
We first met Marina last June during the Campaign, our community
outreach with U.S. mission teams. Marina ran into two ladies from one of our
teams, and they shared the gospel with her and asked if she would like to
meet with someone from CBC to discuss this further. She later met with Mindy
where she was taught the clear truth from God’s Word. Marina was overjoyed
to learn from the Bible and find someone grounded in it. She has since been
baptized and is faithfully attending our church!

purchase of additional property. Dr. Gresham
retired in 2011 and current pastor, Jim Stady,
was called in April 2012.

Les & Donna Garner | Mexico
Thursday of last week, Donna was in a pharmacy purchasing medicine when
three armed masked men came into the store shouting for everyone to get
on the floor and turn over their cell phones, watches, jewelry, and money.
Donna began to pray in an audible voice and quoting Psalm 91 when one of
the thieves kicked her in the ribs and told her to shut up. After a few minutes,
the thieves left the pharmacy, but not before spraying everyone with pepper
gas. Thankfully Donna was not seriously injured, but she did lose her brand
new Kindle reader she got for Christmas and the cash she had to pay for her
medicine. They did not get our IDs, phone, or Donna’s wedding rings she has
worn 47 years! Most of all we are thankful Donna was not shot by the thieves
as often happens in these holdups that take place almost daily in our city.
The following day I was involved in a serious car accident, one in which
I could have lost my life. As it was, I only spent two days and a night in the
hospital. Our 16-year-old car is no longer usable, — it was a very good car and
will be hard to replace. Thankfully there was no damage done to the neck area
where I had surgery last July, but there was some bleeding on the brain from
the shaking of the skull at the time of impact. Thankfully Donna was not with
me at the time of the accident and God protected my body as well as my life.
We need your prayer as we recover from all that has transpired this week.

Ross & Ellen Ligon | Nigeria
I saw Kevin and Austin sitting in the shade across from the nearby hotel in
which they worked. They did not look busy, so I gave them tracts and asked
about their salvation. Like most churchgoers, they were trusting in their faith
in Christ plus their good works to get to heaven. After I explained the gospel
of grace, they asked how this gospel could reach Nigeria’s 150 million people.
That is a very good question. How can God reach seven billion in the world
with a comparatively small number of missionaries? Only He can do it. Perhaps
He is calling you to join Him in His work.
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fellowship news

owasso, ok

Friendship Baptist hosts Men’s Wild Beast and Life Skills Retreat
Friday evening, and that was followed by
worship services and breakout groups
throughout the next day.
Keynote speaker for this year’s retreat was
Phil Hopper, pastor of Abundant Life Baptist
Church in Lee’s Summit, MO. Other speakers
included Dennis Jennings (Cherry St. Baptist
Church, Springfield, MO), Jim Goodman
(Stillwell Bible Baptist Church, Clarksville, AR),

Pastor Linzy Slayden and Friendship Baptist
Church of Owasso, OK, hosted nearly 550 men
for the church’s annual Men’s Wild Beast Feast
and Life Skills Retreat January 11-12.
Friendship began holding the January
men’s retreat 11 years ago, and each year the
event draws larger groups from Oklahoma,
Missouri, and Arkansas, and occasionally
another state or two. The feast took place
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Becka McMurphy

Greg Baxter (Faith Journey Church, Lawton,
OK), Keith Kaufman (Bethel Baptist Church,
Tulsa, OK), Dr. Geoff Slayden (General Surgeon
at St. Luke South, Overland Park, MO, and a
member of Abundant Life Baptist Church, Lee’s
Summit, MO), Jeff Smith (Family Life Pastor
at Friendship Baptist Church, Owasso, OK),
Jon Slayden (Director of Student Life at BBC,
Springfield, MO), Marty Hughes (Independent
Baptist Church, Grove, OK), and Pastor Linzy
Slayden.
Two men trusted Christ during the
meeting and many rededicated their lives
during the altar calls. Slayden, who serves as
the current president of the BBFI said, “I am
sure there will be more fruit in the future as a
result of the combined efforts and the Lord’s
blessing this event.”
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fellowship news

Jackson, ms

shreveport, la

Brothers of Cyrene to hold Fellowship Meeting in June

LBU building nears completion

Brothers of Cyrene Moderator Bill Fluker has
announced the group will meet June 7- 8, 2013,
at New Covenant Baptist
Church where Eddie Goodall
is the pastor. The theme,
according to Fluker, will be
“For Such A Time As This.”
He promises an exciting
program of great preaching,
singing, special music, and
testimonies. The host pastor,
Eddie Goodall, was recently
a featured preacher in the BBFI Midwinter
Meeting in Atlanta.
Speakers include the host, Pastor Goodall,
Chuck Ford (Pastor Emeritus, Community
Baptist Church, Grady, AL), Tommy Mitchell
(pastor of Tabernacle Bible Baptist Church,
Smyrna, GA), and Bill Fluker (pastor of Grace &
Mercy Baptist Church, Jackson, MS).
Breakout session leaders are Dwight Scott
(pastor of Bannister Road Baptist Church,
Kansas City, MO) leading a session for pastors,

The new conference center being constructed
on the campus of Louisiana Baptist University
should be completed in time for Graduation
and Homecoming Week, April 30-May 3, 2013.
The new auditorium, along with the extra
bathrooms and serving kitchen, will greatly
increase the University’s ability to host larger
Bible conferences, special topic workshops,
and even musical concerts. It will also allow for
expanded workshops during graduation week.
The building will be equipped with high
quality audio/technology. This will allow the
university to provide more e-campus classes
and to stream live Bible conferences, workshops
and module classes around the world.
Important events will be archived and recorded
on DVD’s so that they can be accessed for years
to come.
Some of the work was completed by
the volunteer efforts of Ron Trosclaire, BBFI
Builders; Robert Whitley, Dallas Texas;
Roger Morton, pastor of Barron Road Baptist
Church; and the ministerial team from Baptist
Tabernacle, pastor Jon Isbell, Bill Kincaide and
Josh Lewis.

Angela Walton (Crenshaw Community Baptist
Church, Luverne, AL) leading a session for
women, Dave Hunter (Grace Baptist
Church, Morrow, GA) with a session for
laymen, and Sam Mitchell (pastor, Bible
Study Baptist Church, Moss Point, MS),
who will lead the breakout for youth.
The Brothers of Cyrene are in
fellowship with the Baptist Bible
Fellowship International. Moderator
Fluker says, “The mission of the
Brothers of Cyrene is to evangelize Black
America by planting strong Bible-believing
churches in inner-city communities with
aggressive emphasis on soulwinning, teaching,
preaching, discipleship, and education.”
More information will be provided at a
later date and in the Tribune. Fluker invited
those interested to phone him (601) 2781523, Ira Walton (334) 296-2835, or the host
pastor (770) 961-2042 for more details. The
host church address is New Covenant Baptist
Church, 5881 Phillips Drive, Forest Park, GA.
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fellowship news

pasadena, tx

Abiding Life Baptist Fellowship celebrates mortgage burning
Abiding Life Baptist Fellowship (formerly
Central Baptist Church of Pasadena) and
Pastor Walter Swaim celebrated the payoff of
the church’s mortgage March 3 with a special
service including a burning of the mortgage.
The auditorium was full with members and
visitors attending. Special music was provided
by the Bluegrass Gospel group “Justified” from
First Baptist Church, Webster, TX, where
Tommy Turnbow is pastor.
The mortgage payoff involved several
complex financial decisions, including a

relocation, but Swaim says the church has
something to celebrate less than three years
after purchasing their new location and
building in 2010.
Pastor Swaim’s message was “Risking All
They Had for All There Can Be,” pointing the
church to their new beginnings in making
disciples of Jesus in Pasadena and worldwide.
Swaim says they are now beginning to make
plans for their next phase of expanding their
facility and developing more ministries to the
community.

Hot springs village, ar

Grey available for churches
Since his retirement from pastoral ministry in May 2009, former BBFI
leaders Gary Grey and his wife Carla have remained active among churches. A prolific preacher, Grey has preached in regular church services and
state fellowship meetings the past three and one
half years, including a short stint as interim pastor, and he is available for pulpit supply, revivals,
conferences, and other special meetings.
Gary Grey is a 1963 graduate of Baptist Bible
College with more than four decades of pastoral
experience. He served in a number of BBFI positions, including five years as executive vice president of Baptist Bible College, and he was elected
president of the BBFI twice. He was pastor of
Park Crest Baptist Church in Springfield when
he retired, the pulpit he filled 18 years.
Grey can be contacted at his home address (12 Coronado Lane, Hot Springs Village,
AR 71909), by telephone (417) 849-0697, or by
email at cj_grey@sbcglobal.net.

springfield, mo

Rick Blackwood speaks at BBC Alumni Week

Rick Blackwood of
Miami, FL spoke
on mission, vision,
and strategy
during BBC’s
Alumni Week,
February 25-28.

BAPTIST CHURCH
314.291.6919

YOURLBC.COM

Church Growth Conference
Lighthouse Baptist Church Saint Louis, Missouri Dr. Keith Gillming, Sr. Pastor

August
26th-27th 2013
30 Early Bird price if
registered before July 1st
$

For more info and to register
go to www.yourlbc.com

Keynote Speaker: Jonathan Leeman

9Marks “Building Healthy Churches”
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with the lord

ciudad mante, mexico

Smith’s Mexico trip a bit of a homecoming

By James G. Smith
BBFI Associate Mission Director

When Pastor Moises Salazar invited Sharon
and me to come to Mante to preach the
mission conference at his church, we jumped
at the opportunity and were blessed beyond
measure! My
parents, “Big Jim”
and Joey Smith, were
BBFI missionaries
ministering in Ciudad
Mante, Tamaulipas,
Mexico, when I was
born. Dad had begun
the Bible Institute
in that small city. It
was the first Bible
Institute of the BBF,
outside the USA. When
our family left Mante
in 1959, missionary Bill
Harvey became the
director for many fruitful
years and now the Bible
Institute is under the
direction of Larry Lilly
and Dick Redding.
Because of the challenging logistics in
northern Mexico, we decided to fly to
Brownsville, TX, and then ride the bus the

seven hours to Mante.
A very busy weekend included two sessions at the Bible Institute, the organizational
service of a new church plant and the faith
promise commitment Sunday
at the Iglesia Bautista Bíblica.
Along with the ministry opportunities we both enjoyed, came a
great variety of culinary delights!
We ate in the homes of several
different families, each one preparing amazing meals: freshground mole poblano, a variety
of tamales (both savory and
sweet), homemade churros, pozole, orange slices
with powdered chile.
We got to see the
house that Dad built in the
early fifties, my first home.
It is now a Christian school,
owned by members of our
host church.
During our time there,
we were also able to meet briefly with the BBFI
missionaries in the area: Larry and Sharon
Lilly, Dick and Linda Redding, David and
Crystal Houghton.

springfield, mo

Manuel Nevius
Manuel Nevius Jr., 77, of
Springfield, left this life to meet
his Lord March 7, 2013 at Mercy
Hospital. Manuel was born April
15, 1935 in Edinburg , Texas. He
was saved at the age of 14, and
having his home on the border with Mexico,
he was sensitive to the need for evangelism
among Hispanics. He counted Lonnie Smith
and Ray Morales, BBFI missionaries to Mexico,
among his early influences concerning missions. He went on to attend Baptist Bible
College in Springfield, MO, where he met his
future wife Mary O’Dell.
He and Mary were married December 23,
1955 in Crossville TN, and Manuel pastored
churches in the US for several years, after
which he and Mary were approved in 1967 to
be BBFI missionaries in Argentina.
Manuel is survived by his loving wife of
57 years, Mary E. Nevius, a daughter, and five
grandchildren. His life was celebrated
March 11, 2013 in Springfield, MO.

You’re Writing a Book...
We Help Navigate the Marketing Maze

Our Partnership Offers
Christian Publishing for
Individuals and Ministries

You
r Bo
ok
Tit le
Her
e

Your

Nam

Eboo

e Her

e

k

715-223-3013

www.lifesentencepublishing.com
April 2013

|

Baptist Bible Tribune

|

27

tribune
classifieds

69¢ per word ($12 minimum). All ads subject to approval of the Baptist Bible Tribune. Advertising in the BBT
does not necessarily imply the endorsement of the publisher. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.

Free income tax preparation for clergy and religious workers. Fed-

eral and state returns prepared and e-filing available. Faith-based ministry.
www.ClergyTaxes.com or ClergyTaxes@aol.com.

The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years
experience rebinding and repairing Bibles. Contact Joe Gleason, 2256
E. Nora, Springfield, MO 65803, for prices.
(417) 865-3823 or thebiblerebinder@gmail.com.

Religious books for sale List sent email dudley1@fidnet.com Evangelist Bill Dudley, 1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 65536, (417) 532-2665.
www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Sermon sets/Outline books

Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, PO Box 2481, Conroe, TX 77305
(936) 756-4386; ciswilling@aol.com,
www.swillingpublications.org

Alliterated Outlines Ephesians, Jude, Jonah-James and other outline
books, send for free outlines and price list. Bob Smallwood, 311 Harlan
Lane Rd., Villa Rica, GA 30180 (770) 459-3120
Country Church for sale, 80-person capacity w/full kitchen, recreation
hall, 4 wooded acres on blacktop road. Comes w/2BR manufactured
home. $99,500. Call 800-760-2255 Reece & Nichols Golden Key Realty

Lead your leaders on a Holy Land Tour

The Bible land experience can transform your church leaders as much
or more than a Revival Meeting. Call for information from Discover the
Bible Land Tours, Jeanne, (314) 239-9958 or email jnbill3@aol.com. Our
2013 tour dates are April 11-20 and Sept. 29 - Oct. 10. Pastor’s comp
program still in effect.

BBFI UPCOMING CALENDAR NOTE

BBFI Fall National Meeting

sept 16-18, 2013 ventura baptist church
ventura ca • pastor lewis McClendon
~ Illustrated Bible Resource Books you’ll use! ~

H. Richard Hester

Exciting Bible Survey Courses
bring the Bible alive!

$24

ebook
d
i
u
G
OT andbook
NT H

Textbooks: OT Guidebook & NT Handbook $14 each + S&H (order min. of 5)
Workbook - $10
OT or NT DVD Thirty Lecture Library
- $55 each
Leader’s Manual - $35
“The best group study course we have ever
had. It changed our people aged 16 to 85!”
A Pastor

“NT Handbook is my “Google” for Bible
study. It unpacks hidden treasures in word
meanings and background info.” A Layman

Contact Temple Baptist Church, P.O. Box 823, El Dorado, KS 67042 Ph. 316-321-3803
Email: templebaptistkan@sbcglobal.net See: www.MissionaryOutpost.com
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Church Ads
ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd.,

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904

• Living Water Baptist Church

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963,
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

7752 Ave. F, Mobile AL 36608
251-631-3008 www.lwbcmobile.com
Pastor James Richardson

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple,

6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage,
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church,
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel
Dennis

ARKANSAS
• Berryville Baptist Church

112 E. Fancher St., Berryville, AR
72616, Phone: (870) 423-2340, Pastor
Derryl DeShields

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway

49 and Redbud (location only),
559/641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Baptist
Tabernacle, 1329 South Hope St.,

Los Angeles, CA 90015, 213/7449999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr.
sermon manuscripts at www.realconversion.com

• Ocean View Church, 2460 Palm

Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 619/4247870 www.oceanviewchurch.com
Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church,
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvaryroadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hartford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor
Michael Stoddard

S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover,
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris
Kondracki

FLORIDA
• Palm Springs Drive Baptist
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., Al-

tamonte Springs, FL 32701, 407/8310950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Tabernacle Baptist Church,

6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve
Ware

• New Testament Baptist Church,
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-

mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221,
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church,

7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173,
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd
• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL
34209, 941/795-3767 Pastor James
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105

Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954, 941/625-1273 Pastor William
K. Bales

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL
33954, 941/625-8550, Pastor Chip
Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church,

1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352/326-5738, Pastor George Mulford
III www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S.
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church,

1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist
Church and Academy, 8460

Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon
GA 31216. 478/781-2981
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 94-

1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797.
808/677-0731 Pastor Steven C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple,

4411 Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton
Park, IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor
Bruce Humbert

IOWA
• Heartland Baptist Church

• First Baptist Coconut Creek,

3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor
Randy Abell

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield,

formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611
Pastor Jerry Williamson
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958.
772/589-5047
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000

Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL
34788 352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net

KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church

2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67211
316/263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898

Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005.
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501,
606/679-8496 Pastor Gary Phelps

Evangelist ads are available to any evangelist listed in the Fellowship Directory for $10
per issue. To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996.
Thomas Ray • The Reapers
PO Box 867505, Plano, TX 75086
Phone: 972.509.9240 www.thereapers.com

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
PO Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 707.344.4140 www.darttmusic.com

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church,

1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C.
Mentzer

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church

540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA
02379, 508/583-5190
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902

Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510,
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church,

2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Millville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor
Danny Gardner

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333

Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262,
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• First Baptist Church of Meadowview, 4346 N Galloway Ave.,

Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176
Pastor R.D. Wade

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64,
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700
www.firstbaptistwrightcity.com Pastor
Rohn M. Boone
• North Park Baptist Church,

4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338.
281/821-2258 Pastor Randy Harp

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N.
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182.
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603.
919/772-5864 Pastor James L.
Upchurch

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church,

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806,
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

Talley Rd. Baptist Church

• Central Baptist Church, 6050
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334,
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com
Pastor Tom Wagoner
• Berean Baptist Church &
Academy

517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC
28314, 910/868-5156,
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 W.

Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 937/4442493
Pastor Charles Smith

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave.,
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston,
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill
Campbell

3120 Talley Rd., San Antonio, TX
78253, 210/862-3108,
www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com, Pastor Larry Bruce

VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S.

Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian
Hudson

• Central Baptist Church, 13910
Minnieville Rd. Woodbridge, VA 22193,
703/583-1717, office@cbcwoodbridge.
org, Pastor Brad Weniger
WEST VIRGINIA
• Fellowship Baptist Church,

U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,
Barboursville, WV 25504, 304/7368006 Pastor Jerry Warren

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt.
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

Participation in the Baptist Bible

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516

to any Baptist pastor of a sup-

W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270,
330/925-5506 Pastor Tim LaBouf

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken
McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church,

600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie
Emerson

Fellowship International is open
porting Baptist church believing
in and adhering to the Word of
God, on the basis of the BBFI
Articles of Faith. For listing on
this page, a Baptist church is one
that declares in legal and/or faith
documents it is Baptist in doctrine
and practice. A supporting church
is one that financially supports
BBFI missions or colleges.
(Sources: Constitution and Bylaws of the
BBFI and The BBFI Contact Directory)

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104

Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

TEXAS
• Central Baptist Church, 2855

Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084.
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

Church ads are
available to any
BBFI church for
$10 per issue.
To place an ad, call
(417) 831-3996.
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AfterWords

You can choose your resurrectionBy Mike Randall
former editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune
Adapted from“The Resurrection of Believers and Unbelievers,”
published in the August 15, 2000 Baptist Bible Tribune

A

key teaching of New Testament Christianity is the resurrection from the dead of both the saved and the lost, the righteous and the wicked, those who believe and those who do not.
This teaching is one of the basic truths or fundamentals of historic Christianity. It was adopted as such in the famous Bible conference held near Niagara Falls in 1895. Based upon the statement
of Jesus Christ in John 5:28-29, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation.”
Life after death is a common teaching. Civilizations, world
religions and philosophers endorse the idea of an existence
after death. Ancient Egyptians, Babylonians and even American
Indians held to this belief. Present-day world religions such
as Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucian-ism and Islam believe in
existence after death, as did Socrates and other philosophers.
Only in the Bible are evidences and proofs established BOTH for
life after death AND a bodily resurrection.
Bodily resurrection is a biblical teaching. The idea of a bodily
resurrection is taught in both the Old and New Testaments.
Job 19:25-27 declares, “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold,
and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.” See
also Genesis 22:5, Hebrews 11:19, Psalm 16:9-11, 17:15, Isaiah 26:19,
Hosea 13:14, and Daniel 12:1-3, 13.
Christ declared a bodily resurrection. Christ’s statement in
John 5:28-29 confirms a bodily resurrection because, “all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth ...”
Christ warns not to marvel at this truth because it is contrary
to the natural world and the experience of mankind regarding
the dead. It requires God’s supernatural intervention. Christ
further confirmed bodily resurrection when He said, “... I am the
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25-26).
Christ accomplished a bodily resurrection. Besides His
statements, Christ guaranteed a bodily resurrection by His
own death, burial and resurrection. R. A. Torrey, in The
Fundamentals, has written, “While the literal bodily resurrection
of Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of Christian doctrine, it is
also the Gibraltar of Christian evidence, and the Waterloo of
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infidelity and rationalism. If the scriptural assertions of Christ’s
resurrection can be established as historic certainties, the
claims and doctrines of Christianity rest upon an impregnable
foundation.”
Christianity confirms science and philosophy. Theologian
Henry Thiessen suggests that the scientific concept of the
indestructibility of matter and conservation of energy makes
a bodily resurrection possible and reasonable. Further, the
philosophical concept that after death the wrongs of this life will
be righted makes bodily resurrection a necessity. The possibility
and necessity of these two disciplines is made a certainty in
Scripture.
We may choose our resurrection. In Christ’s statement, two
classes are identified, “they that have done good ... and they that
have done evil.” We have a choice in regards to these two classes.
Charles Spurgeon explains the difference:
“I answer, he that doeth good is a man who, having believed
in Jesus Christ, and received the new life, doeth good in his new
nature, and with his newborn spirit, with all the intensity of his
heart. As for his sins and infirmities, into which by reason of his
old nature he falleth, these being washed away by the precious
blood of Jesus, are not mentioned in the day of account, and he
rises up as a man who hath done good, his good remembered,
but the evil washed away. As for the evil, of whom it is asserted
that they may do good, we answer, so they may do good in the
judgment of their fellow men, and as towards their fellow mortals,
but good towards God from an evil heart cannot proceed ... The
evil man’s good is good to you, his child, his wife, his friend, but
he hath no care for God, no reverence, no esteem for the great
Lawgiver ... O sirs, there are some of you, who with all your
excellences and moralities, have never done good as God measures
good, for you have never thought of God to honour him, you have
never even confessed that you had dishonoured him, in fact, you
have remained proudly indifferent to God’s judgment of you as a
sinner, and you have set yourself up as being all you should be.
How shall it be possible, while you disbelieve your God, that you
could do anything that can please him? Your whole life is evil in
God’s sight - only evil. And as for you who fear his name, or trust
you do, take heed unto your actions ... and make it clear before
God, that your heart is right ...”
(Charles H. Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit,
Volume XV, pp. 584-585).

