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O n  t h e  t a b l e 

What was the most significant change in Christianity over 
the past decade? This question was asked by Christianity 

Today last year among people who research and report such things. 
In Ruth Moon’s compilation of responses posted in December on the 
CT website, this one caught my attention:

“A widespread abandonment of Christian doctrinal commitment — 
even doctrinal knowledge. Forget the rising number of people with 
no religious identity; the news to me is the vast number of self-iden-
tified Christians who have no real knowledge of, or deep commit-
ment to, a specific Christian faith. You could say they were water-
ing down Christianity’s teachings, but I question if they even know 
those core teachings.”

 The responder was Cathy Lynn Grossman, religion reporter for 
USA Today. I have no idea how many conservative Baptists reporter 
Grossman knows, but I know many, and her observations describe 
the condition for more than a few of them. 
 Amid the calls for humility and prayer in our quest for revival, 
I propose another item to add to the list: catechism. Now, if you’ve 
been busy trying to put as much fun into fundamentalism as you can 
as a church growth vehicle, you are not going to like that word at first. 
Frankly, it’s an odd word, an old word, but it has solid value. At the 
center of the long, odd word is the simple, short word echo, and it 
means giving religious instruction by voice using a system of ques-
tions and answers.
 Ordinarily, we modern Baptists associate catechism 
with Catholicism, or Lutheranism, formal liturgical sys-
tems, and such. However Baptists used to catechize as a mat-
ter course. You can see Charles Spurgeon’s catechism online at  
www.spurgeon.org/catechis.htm, and other examples are around. I 
believe Mr. Spurgeon borrowed much of his from Thomas Watson’s 
Body of Divinity. 
 The important point is that we cannot afford such a leakage, as 
A. W. Tozer put it. He wrote:

“Each generation of Christians must look to its beliefs. While truth 
itself is unchanging, the minds of men are porous vessels out of 
which truth can leak and into which error may seep to dilute the 
truth they contain. The human heart is heretical by nature and 
runs to error as naturally as a garden to weeds. All a man, a church 
or a denomination needs to guarantee deterioration of doctrine is 
to take everything for granted and do nothing. The unattended gar-
den will soon be overrun with weeds; the heart that fails to cultivate 
truth and root out error will shortly be a theological wilderness; 
the church or denomination that grows careless on the highway of 
truth will before long find itself astray, bogged down in some mud 
flat from which there is no escape.”
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A new day for the 
BBFI

Pastor Herb Hubbard and Bible Baptist Church did a wonderful 
job of hosting the BBFI though they had to do it on relative-

ly short notice. They opened their doors, greeted us with southern 
hospitality, and did their part to give us a great success.

Paul said, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase” (1 Corinthians 3:6). Last summer we planted this meeting, 
others came along and watered it. Herb Hubbard caught the vision, 
Wayne Guinn lined up our church planters, the speakers allowed 
God to use them, and God gave the increase! What was the increase?

• Revivalist Tom Wagoner challenged our leadership to revival
• The sermons were Spirit-led and focused on revival and church 

planting
• NCPO Director Wayne Guinn lined up new church planters from 

all over America to report how God is using them 
• Church planter Ira Walton gave a promise from the Brothers of 

Cyrene to start and build black BBFI churches in America — 
challenging us to share their burden

• Mission Director Jon Konnerup reported 924 churches were start-
ed last year by our missionaries

• Tribune Editor Keith Bassham reported a generous February  
Tribune Offering, and commitments continue to come in

This meeting has been in the hearts of several of our leaders 
long before it was announced. We now look back upon it as a great 
success! Here are a few comments I received: 

“The spirit in this week’s Fellowship meeting was great. Every-
body I have talked to said the same thing. There is a renewed sense 
of hope for the Fellowship. We HAVE a future.” (BA) 

“I believe that there was a spark as the Holy Spirit rested over 
Bible Baptist Church and your call for revival wasn’t only heard but 
felt in the hearts and souls of many that were in attendance.” (IW) 

“What a meeting it was! I know that my family and I left spiri-
tually charged up!” (CM) 

“I was ‘blessed out’ at the national meeting. I believe our Fel-
lowship…is a greater threat to the enemy than we were 15 years 
ago. We have more unity on the only things that really make a dif-
ference than we have had in a long time.” (DH) 

“Our Fellowship meeting in February felt like what they used 
to feel like. God give us revival!” (TW)

Tuesday night, speaker Phil Hopper reminded us that we need 
to be holy, humble, and hungry as men of God. Keith Gillming said, 
“This is a new day for the BBFI.” I believe that he is right. Let’s pray 
that this is the beginning of great things to come for our Fellowship. 

p r e s i d e n t i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e

  by Mark Hodges | President | BBFI

Time to help, 
reflect, and rejoice

O ur missionaries in Haiti and the Dominican Republic have gone 
beyond the call of duty to help fellow believers and others to 

overcome such great devastation from the earthquake. With mission-
ary Wes Lane leading our efforts, we have developed a plan to assist 
the churches in Haiti both immediately and long-term.

Our plan is three-phased: stabilize, assess, and rebuild. The sta-
bilization phase will continue to meet the personal needs for relief. 
The assessment phase has already begun, determining rebuild-
ing needs and where to start. The rebuilding will start with pastors’ 
homes and church buildings. This will enable pastors to minister to 
their people in a more effective way. This last phase could take two 
years or longer. The possibility of building a daycare/orphanage with 
an established ministry in Port au Prince is also under consideration.

By the end of February, the Mission Office has received 
$350,525.73 for Haitian Relief, of which $78,300 has been given 
toward the stabilization phase as requested. Churches continue to 
receive funds to send in that will be included. A large portion of funds 
received will be designated toward the rebuilding phase. There are 
two things we can do from this point. First, we can continue raising 
funds for rebuilding. Second, we can send and/or join building teams, 
medical teams, and clean-up teams. Please visit the Haiti Relief page 
on our website, www.bbfimissions.com, and sign up for these trips 
which will begin June 2010.

As a reminder, plan now to attend our first International Glob-
al Meeting, which will be hosted by Pastor Armie Jesalva and Bible 
Baptist Church in Cebu City, Philippines, February 21-24, 2011. The 
theme will be “Let the Nations Rejoice” as leaders and believers from 
all over the globe assemble to remember what God has done through 
the BBFI, rejoice in the opportunities we have today and how God is 
working, and renew our passion for the world by looking to the future 
with the intent of partnering with other nations to reach all the peo-
ple of the world with the gospel. 

To give you an idea of what God is doing through our efforts 
internationally, we have calculated the information from the work 
reports of our missionaries from September 2008 to September 2009. 
These should encourage all of us to do more, knowing we are a part of 
something great and eternal. I am glad to be a part of the BBFI!

Professions of faith   115,044
Baptisms    21,967
Leaders in training    10,323
New Bible studies/missions  2,638
New churches    924
Average attendance in new 
 missions and churches 284,760

w O r l d w i d e  m i s s i O n s

  by Jon Konnerup | Mission Director

a r O u n d  t h e  b a p t i s t  b i b l e  f e l l O w s h i p  i n t e r n a t i O n a l

c h u r c h  p l a n t i n g

To God be the glory!
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A note of thanks 

Gratitude overwhelms me. I must say thank you to the Tribune 
and Keith Bassham for sharing the emphasis of the Savannah 

meeting with the NCPO. Keith has been one of our strongest sup-
porters and I greatly appreciate his friendship. I also want to say thank 
you to Herb Hubbard for hosting the meeting and allowing us to have 
such a large block of time to expose so many new church plants to our 
Fellowship. I would be totally remiss if I didn’t say thank you to all the 
church planters who came and shared their hearts and testimonies 
with us. As they shared their hearts, passion, excitement, and enthu-
siasm, these church planters were like a fresh breath of God on our 
meeting. I must say thank you to all the state chairmen who worked 
with me to help get our church planters to the meeting. Some of the 
states helped these young men in a financial way to make it possible 
for them to come to Savannah. 

I also wish to say thank you to all the pastors who have agreed to 
become “Church Bank Churches.” This is a campaign to infuse new 
capital into the NCPO to help us continue to be able to make low-
interest loans to new churches. For more information about this pro-
gram contact us at (417) 889-1017 or e-mail us at office@bbfincpo.com. 

February has been a good month here at the NCPO. Along with 
making plans and arrangements for the Savannah meeting, we have 
been preparing for the April 19-23 NCPO Church Planting School in 
Texas. We are also preparing for the RPM Conference concurrent with 
the church planting school. Loan requests have been very active this 
month and that’s always exciting seeing new churches step out to buy 
their first pieces of property and move into their own buildings. It is 
an indication to us that church planting is moving in the right direc-
tion. Thanks for helping us make a difference. 

UPCOMING NCPO EVENTS 

Church Planting School
April 19-23 at Canyon Creek Baptist Church, Richardson, Texas, with Pastor 
Rick Carter hosting. Come and glean from men like Tom Wagoner, Charles 
Lyons, Duke Hergatt, John Arnold, Dave Shaffer, Mark Milioni, Monty Maple, 
Keith Bassham, Jim Smith, Jason Todd, Rick Carter, and Wayne Guinn. For 
more information, call (417) 889-1017 or email office@bbfincpo.com.

R.P.M. Conference 
Plan to join us at Canyon Creek Baptist Church April 19 and 20 to “rev up” 
your heart and ministry. Tom Wagoner will challenge us about Revival. John 
Arnold will lead us to Pray. Charles Lyons will help us generate and maintain 
Momentum in our ministry. This will be held in conjunction with the Tex-
as State BBFI meeting. Contact Canyon Creek Baptist for information about 
lodging. Hope to see you there.

  by Wayne Guinn | Director | NCPO

c h u r c h  p l a n t i n g

Waiting for God

I t is hard, when we are not all alike, to be one in our pursuit of any-
thing, especially revival. Our Fellowship is very diverse as is the 

body of Christ. I believe God is uniquely preparing us to reach our 
generation, but there is no greater way to approach it than through 
genuine revival.

On the phone the other day, Pastor Bruce Humbert from Sauk 
Trail Baptist Temple in Richton Park, Illinois, had a thrill in his voice. 
He reported extended invitations of 20 to 25 minutes in length, hun-
dreds praying and repenting at the altars during these invitations, 
and 10 or more people coming to Jesus Christ in a single service. All 
of this was on the heels of a time of pursuing God’s face in a Men’s 
Advance held in the fall of 2009. When men begin to pray, and we 
get right with God, and when we seek His face as never before, “God 
prepares us for a great outpouring!” 

I do not believe that we have seen the full manifestation of God’s 
glory in revival. I certainly sense that the winds are beginning to blow 
all across our country and across our Fellowship. Time and space will 
not permit me to tell each story of individuals and congregations 
who are sensing God’s moving. Please understand as I write that I 
feel that this is a sovereign work of God and that neither I nor any 
other friend or pastor in our movement take any responsibility.

I am reminded of the story of the two ladies in the Hebrides 
Islands off of Scotland. Their names were Peggy and Christine Smith. 
One was 81 years of age and the other 84, the latter blind. These 
were the two women God used who began to wait before God and 
pray and hear Him speak regarding the great revival that occurred 
between 1949 and 1953 in that region. One writer recalled that for 
years these precious ladies had sought the face of God. Oh, give us 
prayer warriors among our preachers and in our churches like this! 

One day the Lord spoke to them very clearly through Isaiah 
44:3, “For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground.” What a precious promise for God to quicken to their 
hearts. They immediately called their minister who phoned Duncan 
Campbell, and he came to that region for a two-week meeting and 
stayed for two years. I wonder what church, what pastor, what broth-
er, what sister will hear God speak regarding a supernatural move 
from Heaven in our Fellowship this year. 

I hope that we will remain humble before God as we continue 
to seek His face. Don’t give up and don’t stop. God is at work and we 
trust Him for genuine revival. 

A website has been established to communicate our prayers for and 
our reports of genuine revival. It is www.revivaljourney.com. Please 
send any comments, thoughts, or information you would like to com-
municate with the author to cbcdunn@cbcdunn.com.

a  r e v i v a l  m O m e n t

  by Tom Wagoner | Pastor | Central Baptist Church | Dunn, NC
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Millennials, according to the Pew study released in Feb-
ruary, are the American teens and twenty-somethings 

making the passage into adulthood at the start of a new 
millennium. This report profiles the roughly 50 million Mil-
lennials who currently span the ages of 18 to 29.

Some highlights of the report:

• They are the least overtly religious American 
generation in modern times. One-in-four are unaffili-
ated with any religion, far more than the share of older 
adults when they were ages 18 to 29.

• Only about six-in-ten were raised by both par-
ents — a smaller share than was the case with older 
generations.

• At the moment, fully 37% of 18- to 29-year-olds 
are unemployed or out of the workforce, the highest 
share among this age group in more than three decades.

• Millennials are on course to become the most edu-
cated generation in American history

• Hard times have kept a significant share of adult Mil-
lennials and their parents under the same roof. About 
one-in-eight older Millennials (ages 22 and older) 
say they’ve “boomeranged” back to a parent’s 
home because of the recession

• Millennials were among Barack Obama’s strongest 
supporters in 2008, backing him for president by more 
than a two-to-one ratio (66% to 32%) while older adults 
were giving just 50% of their votes to the Democratic 
nominee.

• Millennials remain the most likely of any genera-
tion to self-identify as liberals; they are less sup-
portive than their elders of an assertive national security 
policy and more supportive of a progressive domestic 
social agenda.

Source: View the full report and executive summary at  
http://pewsocialtrends.org

Digress ions  incontest ib ly  are  the sunshine;  they  are  the l i fe ,  the soul  of  reading.       -Laurence  St e rne

Digressions

Scott Schieman, a sociology professor at the University of Toronto, 
examined data from two recent national surveys of Americans and 

their beliefs about God’s involvement in their everyday lives. He found:

82% of participants reported that they depend on God for help 
and guidance in making decisions. 

71% said they believe that when good or 
bad things happen, these occurrences are 
simply part of God’s plan for them. 

61% indicated they believe God has deter-
mined the direction and course of their lives. 

32% agreed with the statement: “There is 
no sense in planning a lot because ultimately 
my fate is in God’s hands.” 

Overall, participants with more education and higher income were 
less likely to report beliefs in divine intervention.
          Source: www.livescience.com

Most Americans believe God is 
involved in their everyday lives

Pew Research Center reports 
on Millenials

AFA suspends Pepsi boycott

parent trap

American Family Association (AFA) has suspended its boycott of 
PepsiCo. After monitoring the company for several months, 

AFA is satisfied the company has withdrawn its major 
financial contributions to gay activist groups.

AFA launched a boycott of PepsiCo after 
the company made $500,000 donations to Hu-
man Rights Campaign (HRC) and Parents, Fami-
lies and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 
in 2008. Records from PepsiCo, HRC, and PFLAG 
indicate repeat donations did not occur in 2009.

AFA President Tim Wildmon said more than 
500,000 people signed the Boycott PepsiCo 
Pledge. 

Wildmon said a few minor issues remain, and 
AFA will continue to bring these to the attention 
of PepsiCo. “We feel we have made our point,” 
he said.  “Boycotts have been a last resort for us 
at AFA, and the PepsiCo boycott was started to 
address issues of concern to us — especially the 
promotion of the homosexual agenda in the culture. 
AFA will continue to challenge major U.S. companies 
to remain neutral in the culture wars rather than to 
use their resources to promote controversial issues.”

     Source: www.afa.net

God
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The Tennessee Board of Education in late January approved 
guidelines on how to teach the Bible in public high schools, 

enabling students to “acquire an understanding and appreciation of 
the Bible’s major ideas, historical/geographical contexts and literary 
forms.”

The move in late January came in response to legislation 
passed in 2008 supporting the adoption of state curriculum stan-
dards for teaching about the Bible at the high school level.

Students who choose the elective class will be allowed to use 
the biblical translation of their choice as a text, and they will study 
the Bible in its historical, sociological, and cultural contexts as well 
as its impact on later cultures, societies, and religions.

Source: Baptist Press, www.bpnews.net

Tennessee approves Bible course

50 years ago...in the Baptist Bible Tribune

Story appeared in the  
April 22, 1960 edition 
of the Tribune.

Scientists think they’ve finally 
found the real location of a 

city called Neta’im mentioned in 
the Bible.

Based on its proximity to an-
other biblical town, and archaeo-
logical ruins dating from the time 
of the biblical King David’s rule, 
researchers think 
Neta’im might 
have been locat-
ed at the modern 
site called Khirbet 
Qeiyafa, in Israel.

Khirbet Qei-
yafa contains the 
ruins of an an-
cient fortress city 
on top of a hill 
overlooking the 
Elah Valley. Pot-
tery shards and 
burned olive pits 
at the site date to about 1,000 
B.C. Most scholars think King Da-
vid ruled during this time.

Archaeologists have previ-
ously associated Khirbet Qeiyafa 
with the biblical city Sha’arayim, 
which means “two gates,” because 
of the discovery of two gates in 
the fortress ruins, and because 
Sha’arayim was also associated 
with King David in the Bible. But 
now researchers claim this site is 
really Neta’im, a town mentioned 
in the book 1 Chronicles in the 

Biblical city’s true location 
discovered, researchers claim

Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament.
“The inhabitants of Neta’im 

were potters who worked in the 
king’s service and inhabited an 
important administrative center 
near the border with the Phi-
listines”’ said Gershon Galil, a 
professor of biblical studies at 

the Univer-
sity of Haifa 
in Israel.

Galil 
thinks 
Neta’im 
was located 
at Khirbet 
Qeiyafa in 
part because 
it is near 
the modern 
site Khirbet 
Gudraya, 
also near 

the Elah Valley, which has been 
identified as the biblical town 
of Gederah. Both Gederah and 
Neta’im were mentioned in 
the same verse of the Bible, 
1 Chronicles 4:23: “These 
were the potters, the inhabit-
ants of Neta’im and Gederah, 
they dwelt there in the King’s 
service.”

Neta’im is only mentioned 
once in the Bible, and has so 
far remained unidentified.

Source: www.livescience.com, by Clara Moskowitz, LiveScience Senior Writer, March 9, 2010
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integrity|unity|holiness|mission

Baptist Bible College 
  Fellowship Week  |  May 10-13

Host Hotel
Holiday Inn Hotel
2720 N. Glenstone Ave.
$78.00 for Single/Double 
417-865-8600

Other Local Hotels
Best Western Coach House Inn
2535 N. Glenstone Ave.
$59.95 for Double Queen
417-862-0701
www.bwcoachhouse.com

Candlewood Suites
1920 E. Kerr St. 
(access rd. to Glenstone)
$79.00 for Studio Suite
417-866-4242
www.candlewoodsuites.com

Doubletree Hotel
2431 N. Glenstone Ave.
$94 for Double Queen or King
417-831-3131

Drury Inn
2715 N. Glenstone Ave.
$89.99 for Standard or King Deluxe
Provide BBC corporate ID#305014
417-863-8400

Eagles Lodge
2611 N. Glenstone Ave.
$42.00 for Double/King
417-864-3565

Hampton Inn
2750 N. Glenstone Ave.
$95.40 for Standard
417-869-5548

Motel 6
2655 N. Glenstone Ave
$37.99 for first person
$6 for second adult
417-831-2100
www.motel6.com

Ramada Oasis Inn
2550 N. Glenstone Ave.
$67.00 for Standard
$77.00 for Poolside
417-866-5253
www.ramadaoasis.com

Monday  |  Real Integrity 
Executive Committee Meeting—8 AM

National Director’s Meeting—1 PM

Evening Service—6:30 PM

Mark Hodges, Speaker

 

Tuesday  |  Real Unity
Class Reunions 7—9 AM

Ladies’ Meeting—9 AM

BBFI Business Meeting—9 AM

Speakers—Randy Harp, Tom Wagoner, Mark Milioni

National Director’s Luncheon—12:30 PM

Missions Field Rep Meeting—1:30 PM

Evening Service—6:30 PM

Fred Young, Speaker

Presidential Reception—8:30 PM

 

Wednesday  |  Real Holiness
Class Reunions—7-9 AM

Missionary Approvals, Jon Konnerup—9-11 AM

Mike Frazier, Speaker

State of the College Address—11 AM

Alumni Luncheon—12:30 PM

Missionary Luncheon—12:30 PM

Evening Service—6:30 PM

Jim Baize, Speaker

 

Thursday  |  Graduation
Graduation Ceremony—9 AM

Dave Melton, Commencement Speaker

KEEP IT REAL!  It’s a phrase that is 

often heard in our culture.  Jesus said, 

“Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 

the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 

in me.” (John 15:4)  Our challenge at BBC 

is to produce fruit through our students that 

will remain for generations.  Lasting fruit will 

only come as we are rooted in the True Vine, 

Jesus Christ.

Our BBFI President, Mark Hodges, has is-

sued a call for revival throughout our Fellow-

ship.  As we gather this May on the campus 

of BBC we will examine the fruit  that often 

results when God revives his people — the 

fruit of Integrity, Unity, and Holiness. 

I hope you will join us on the campus this 

May as we meet together for our annual 

Graduation Fellowship Meeting. I can’t wait 

to tell you of all the great things God is do-

ing in the lives of our students, and the plans 

that He has given us for the future.

Jim Edge

President, Baptist Bible College

 
“I am the vine, ye are the branches:  
He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit:  
for without me ye can do nothing.”
John 15:5
     

WWW.GOBBC.EDU

Ladies Meeting | Sharon Hoffman    
   “Purse-everance”
      Designer strength for what’s ahead 

Music | led by Nate Harmon    
   BBC Choir and Orchestra

Golf | Thursday    
   Curtis Goldman Memorial 
      Golf Tournament
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W orking through this apologetics series, 
it is helpful to keep a few things in 
mind. The first is an assumption I have 

stated in several different ways, and that is, 
apologetics and evangelism go hand in hand. 
Remember in the first installment I called 
attention to 1 Peter 3:15: “But sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts: and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 
and fear,” and I wrote, “There is the starting 
point for apologetics…. My goal is not to prove 
I am a skilled debater, or that I have many facts 
at my fingertips, but to demonstrate that Christ 
is Lord.” I wanted to place a tool for personal 
witness into the hands of the ordinary reader 
of this magazine, with the additional hope that 
the tool would also bolster personal faith. In 
this Easter season, hope associated with the 
resurrection of Christ should be bold and on 
display.

The second thing to remember, and 
something else I said in the first article, is that 

apologetics does not replace faith with proof. 
I wrote, “Rather it is more about removing 
roadblocks to faith so that the unbeliever may 
respond to the gospel. One who comes to God 
must believe that He is (Hebrews 11:6).” But it 
could be that the unbeliever may choose not to 
believe despite all our efforts. If that is the case 
then perhaps the best we can do is to bring a 
person to admit that if he or she continues to 
reject Christianity, it is on grounds other than 
reason and intellectual objections. Continued 
rejection of the truth after that point indicates 
something else is the problem.

The third thing to keep in mind is that in 
these brief pages, we cannot possibly cover all 
the problems and solutions, all the objections 
and answers, all the questions and proofs — it 
is simply not possible. However, there are more 
exhaustive resources, and I have named some, 
and others will be pointed out. More impor-
tant, though, is the knowledge that apologetics 
did not begin in the last couple of centuries as a 
response to modern scientific skepticism. Some 

of the earliest Christian literature was apologet-
ics and scholarly defense of the faith against 
both secular and religious enemies of Christi-
anity. In other words, apologetics is ongoing, 
and not everyone will cover every possible is-
sue, but there are no intellectually insurmount-
able problems. 

This may surprise your friend at work who 
is certain the Bible is full of errors and con-
tradictions, or the neighbor down the street 
who cannot possibly believe what he has heard 
about the God of the Old Testament, or the 
person who wrote the letter to the editor about 
those Christians who can bend the Bible’s 
teaching to say whatever they want. All these 
attitudes reflect a suspicion that the Bible can-
not be trusted to convey truth in any objective 
sense. 

Because Christianity rests its case so 
completely in the truthfulness of the Bible, we 
have to take note of a couple of things. One, 
the truthfulness of the Bible is a flash point, a 
highly visible target, for Christianity’s detrac-

With Good Reason
by Keith Bassham

Fourth article in the series

CaN we trust the BiBle?
          Part 1
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tors, and two, it is crucial that we answer those 
detractors. If the Bible is not true, and if the 
information we find in it is not trustworthy, we 
are in serious trouble.

Let’s begin thinking about how to defend 
the Bible’s trustworthiness by laying a few 
foundation stones first. Let’s say someone asks 
you, “How do you know the Bible is true?” I 
think we need to ask a broader question first: 
“How do we know anything?” Now, there is 
no way we can engage in a long and technical 
discussion on the subject of epistemology, but 
we can establish a few points. There are com-
monly agreed upon objective standards based 
on observation, examination, experimentation, 
establishing witnesses, and so on. If the Easter 
story never really happened; if it was only a 
legend or a hopeful allegory, then we have no 
right to believe any of it. Either Jesus lived or he 
did not. Either he was executed or he was not. 
Either he rose from the grave or he did not.

However, a fairly common assumption, 
even among those who should know better, 
is that the Bible is not intended to convey the 
kinds of truth that can be tested in this way. It 
is a very subtle way to dismiss the Bible’s claims 
and at the same time appear to embrace a cer-
tain spirituality.

Consider this letter to the editor published 
a few years ago in response to a controversial 
position taken by a local pastor:

Several letters have been published 
regarding [the pastor’s] views and arguments 
for and against the…doctrine. Those opposed 
to [the pastor’s] beliefs usually try to defend 
their positions by quoting passages from the 
Christian Bible.

Matters of religious faith are just that, 
faith. They will never be proven to human be-
ings, so I just say believe what you want and 
live your life accordingly. Do not criticize or 
try to prove a different faith wrong, because it 
cannot be done.

Any religion can make claims based on 
their bibles and texts. It solves or proves noth-
ing to argue matters of faith because we will 
never know the answer. I think this was God’s 
plan all along. 

              Tulsa World, January 18, 2006
 
Apparently, this letter writer believes there 

is no objective truth in the Bible at all, and he 
or she goes on to make the amazing claim that 

in matters of faith you 
cannot know anything for 
certain, and that somehow 
God is pleased with this 
condition.

I use this example 
rather than a classical “the 
Bible is full of contradic-
tions and errors” approach 
first because I am con-
vinced the letter writer’s is 
the most common type of 
attitude you will confront 
today unless you are debat-
ing the truthfulness of the 
Bible for money in front of 
audiences.

Why is that? It has to 
do with the word post-
modernism, the attitude 
that says objective truth 
is a slippery thing, if you 
will permit me to do some 
oversimplification. Post-
modernism does have some twists and turns, 
and it can take some complications on board, 
but at the end we are left with the notion that 
as you move from person to person, and from 
region to region, and from category to category, 
virtually any position can be called truth. 
Likewise, upon hearing a declaration that God 
created the heavens and the earth, or that the 
Red Sea parted, or that Jesus was virgin born, 
a postmodern person can say, “That’s simply a 
matter of faith. No one can know such a thing.”

But who would submit to surgery under 
such terms? Would you buy a house knowing 
the contractor had used postmodern theory 
to build the foundation? No, we know the 
human heart has four valves and not three. I 
would want to know that my surgeon knew and 
understood that. And we know that building 
foundations must withstand geologic pressures 
and motion. I would want my builder to be fa-
miliar with those facts, facts that can be known.

So we are back again to the question, “How 
do you know the Bible is true?” After all, to your 
questioning friend, it may just look like you 
took a leap of faith.

Christian philosopher and apologist 
Francis Schaeffer used a story about Alpine 
mountain climbing in his lecture on different 
types of faith. In the story, a group climbing 
in the Alps is trapped on an icy rock surface 

when a dense fog immobilizes them. The guide 
keeps the climbers moving for warmth’s sake 
until they reach an edge of the ice. The sun has 
gone down, and they can move no further. One 
of the climbers asks, “What would happen if I 
dropped over the edge and landed on a ledge 
below?” Their guide says, “I suppose you might 
make it until morning when someone could 
come to you.” So, without knowing what may or 
may not be below, and with no good indication 
of his immediate future, the climber drops off 
the edge into the fog.

That, Schaeffer says, would be what we call 
a leap of faith. 

But suppose, he goes on, when the group 
stops at the edge, instead of considering a leap 
into the dark, they hear a voice calling to them 
from the fog. The speaker says he is a native of 
these mountains, standing on a ridge near their 
location, and he knows every foot of the rocky 
hillside. He tells them there is a ledge just a 
few feet directly under them, and that if they 
hang over the edge where they are standing and 
drop down to that ledge, they will survive until 
morning, and he would then come to their 
rescue when it is safe to do so. 

The lost climbers probably would not go 
over the edge at once, but they should rather 
ask questions. Who is the speaker? Does his 
name match the names of local families? 
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Does the sound of his voice communicate age 
and knowledge? Can he verify details already 
known by the climbers? Though the situation is 
desperate, survival will depend on the ad-
equacy and sufficiency of the unseen speaker’s 
answers. Finally, having done due diligence and 
being convinced by the speaker in the fog, they 
hang over the edge and drop to the ledge below, 
where they are safe until morning.

Schaeffer says the action of dropping over 
the edge based on information and reasonable 
answers to reasonable questions represents 
faith as well, but faith of a different kind. It 
is this second type of faith you have to be 
thinking about when you are considering the 
trustworthiness of the Bible.

Now, here is where it gets interesting. Do 
you remember the bumper sticker we spoke of 
back in the first article: God said it; I believe 
it; that settles it? The truth is, God and the 
Bible invite a certain amount of question-
ing. We often speak of the faith of Abraham, 
especially concerning the command God gave 
Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 
22). We picture the old patriarch with his son 
ascending the mountain where, according 
to the command, the father is to kill the son. 
God, of course, steps in at the last moment and 
saves Isaac, but we misunderstand Abraham’s 
obedient faith if we think of it as a leap into 

the dark. Abraham’s actions on this day come 
after a long relationship, and many promises 
and commands, and missteps and corrections. 
Abraham’s faith is informed by what he already 
knows about God, and for him, God had al-
ready answered the hard questions.

The story itself is locked in time and space. 
You and I can visit the sites where the episode 
occurred. Archeologists and historians, while 
not always unanimous in their details and 
conclusions, have shown again and again that 
the people and place names mentioned in the 
Bible were there when and where they were 
supposed to be. These are the voices calling out 
to us from the fog, reassuring us that our faith 
is well placed.

Suppose Paul the Apostle had a squishy 
take on religion when the subject of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ came up. Can you 
imagine him saying something like, “Well, you 
know, I just think that Jesus lives in my heart, 
and that’s my truth. You, of course, may have a 
different view, and I can respect that.”

No. According to Paul, Jesus died and 
was buried and rose again in real history: “For 
I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: And that he was 

seen…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-5).
Don’t miss that last phrase. It does not 

read, “And his presence was felt,” or “And the 
disciples were moved by his life and death,” or 
“And he continually abides with us in spirit.”

It says, “And he was seen…” 
Francis Schaeffer notes the gravity of that 

phrase. He wrote, “On the basis of biblical 
Christianity a rational discussion and consid-
eration can take place, because it is fixed in the 
stuff of history. When Paul was asked whether 
Jesus was raised from the dead, he gave a com-
pletely nonreligious answer, in the twentieth-
century sense. He said: ‘There are almost 500 
living witnesses; go and ask them!’ This is the 
faith that involves the whole man, including 
his reason; it does not ask for a belief into the 
void.” (Schaeffer, The God Who is There.)

As for more specific answers to objections 
you may encounter, I will take them up in the 
next article, but let me deal just a bit more on 
this knowing question.

C. S. Lewis participated in some debates 
at Oxford, in the 1940s, about Christianity, 
and of those debates he wrote “we…discovered 
that the weight of the skeptical attack did not 
always come where we expected it; our oppo-
nents had to correct what seemed to us their 
almost bottomless ignorance of the Faith they 
supposed themselves to be rejecting.”

Some people challenging your faith think 
they have some fairly solid objections, when in 
fact they often have a more crumbly basis, or an 
outright misunderstanding planted by a past 
experience, and these objections quickly fall 
when examined.

The average Bible-rejecting person does 
not know, for instance, that the Bible has more 
manuscript evidence by far than any ancient 
book, or that the so-called “banned books of 
the Bible” were well-known and rejected by 
Christian churches long before any official 
councils decided which books really were 
the Bible. Not knowing this, a person may 
have false views of the Bible, and often, when 
pressed, an objection will more probably turn 
out to be a belief rather than a fact. 

In any case, Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life,” (John 14:6) and in His 
prayer in Gethsemane, “thy word is truth” 
(John 17:17). As He is the truth, and God’s Word 
is truth, He (and we) have nothing to fear from 
honest inquiry. You can trust that Word, with 
good reason.
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There was snow to the north of us. Snow to the south of us. Snow to 
the west of us. And two nights before the Fall BBFI Fellowship meeting 

began, there was snow falling on us in Savannah, Georgia. But hosts at 
the church working on short notice and weather much cooler than aver-
age seemed to feed rather than to hinder the Spirit’s movement among 
those who were fortunate enough to attend the first meeting of our 60th 
year, February 15-18.

BBFI President Mark Hodges called for a Year of Revival last fall, and 
it was appropriate that the first meeting in the series should be devoted 
to a revival of church planting in our Fellowship. Each service featured 
church planters’ testimonies, and round table discussions provided op-
portunity to explore ideas and strategies.

Notable features of the meeting included hearing some less than 
familiar voices such as Jim Combs who is pastor of four churches in Michi-
gan with about 10,000 members, Phil Hopper from the Kansas City area 
who pastors Abundant Life Baptist Church with an average attendance 
of 1,600, Bill Fluker who is one of the leaders of the Brothers of Cyrene 
and a church planter from Jackson, Mississippi, and Charles Petitt who is 
president of Piedmont Baptist College in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

Several people commented on the number of younger preachers 
present for this meeting. This was due to the emphasis on church plant-
ing and the testimonies from the church planters themselves (about 25 
testimonies in all) who tend to be younger than the average Baptist Bible 
Fellowship pastor. Their presence upped the excitement level, and many 
of the younger preachers left the meeting with a sense of acceptance and 
welcome not experienced before.

Finally, though the Brothers of Cyrene were introduced in the BBF 
through the Tribune last year, this Savannah meeting was the first session 
in which the group was officially represented on the national platform.  
This group of black pastors and church planters was well represented by 
their moderator, Ira Walton, and secretary, Bill Fluker. It was especially 
appropriate that the official introduction took place in Savannah, home of 
the first African American Baptist church planted in the United States.

Ira Walton, who spoke briefly and introduced Bill Fluker at Savannah, 
said, “As the moderator of the Brothers of Cyrene and having attended 
several national meetings in the past, the Savannah meeting was differ-
ent. There is no denying that a fresh gentle breeze is beginning to stir 
across our Fellowship. The passion, spirit, testimonies, music, and preach-
ing were genuine and compelling. I have never seen or been close to 
what I would consider an authentic revival; nevertheless, what my soul ex-

Savannah meeting promises a “new” day
perienced was refreshing and powerful. Was it the dawning of a new day, 
a spark, or a sign from God that revival is near? Truthfully, I don’t know. 
However, something happened and I thank God that I was in attendance.” 

Ira’s observation was shared as others spoke of a “new day,” “turn-
ing a corner,” “a spark,” and one pastor wrote, “My commitment to our 
Fellowship goals is stronger than ever.  I heard a lot of good comments, 
which made me proud to be teamed with the BBF.  Color and youth being 
spotlighted at a National BBF meeting — maybe our future is looking 
brighter.”

Mark Hodges gives a bullet list of the highlights of the meeting in 
his “Presidential Perspective” column this month, and the photos in this 
section will tell a large part of the story. There is generally no plenary 
business session unless one is called, so the business of the various com-
mittees was limited mostly to reporting. The February Tribune Offering 
was reported Wednesday morning, and at the time of the report the offer-
ing total was about $113,000. Since that amount was reported, additional 
commitments and funds have been received raising the total to about 
$118,000.

Pastor Herb Hubbard and Bible Baptist Church have been exemplary 
hosts for three national meetings in less than 10 years. Their servant spirit, 
quality hospitality, and attention to details makes the church an ideal place 
for spiritual work to flourish. On behalf of the BBFI, thank you, Pastor Hub-
bard and Bible Baptist Church. Our future is brighter because of you.

Election Notice
Last fall, the BBFI amended the bylaws to change the rules for voting 

for national officers. The National Directors will receive nominations and 
create a ballot on Monday of the May Graduation Fellowship Meeting 
in Springfield, Missouri. This procedure has not been changed. President 
Hodges plans to hold the business meeting the next day, Tuesday. The vot-
ing will proceed according to the bylaws: 

“The ballot shall be approved in the May business meeting 
and made available to any pastor in attendance and qualified 
according to Article III (“Affiliation”) of these bylaws. Voting pas-
tors will identify themselves on the ballot and voting will begin 
immediately upon distribution of the ballots. Qualified pastors not 
in attendance may obtain a ballot from the BBFI Mission Office. 
Those ballots must be submitted to the BBFI Mission Office before 
July 1st of the year of the election. The Executive Committee shall 
oversee the counting of the ballots and release the results within 
one week after the votes are tallied.” 

By the Tribune
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“Vision attracts 
criticism.”

Morris Brown

“Maybe God doesn’t 
show up because He 
doesn’t appreciate the 
way He’s invited!”

Mark Hodges

“Concerned servants 
worked together to 
bring the crippled 
sinner to Jesus.”

William Fluker
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“There were no 
problems with the sea, 
the ships, or the nets — 
there was a problem 
with the crew.”

Rick Johnson

“Heaven doesn’t look 
down on the Oval 
Office, God looks after 
these young guys who 
are following after His 
plan.”

Duke Hergatt

“Where there is no 
hunger, the presence 
of God departs.”

Phil Hopper
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“Everything we do in 
our ministry must be 
based around ‘Jesus 
saves.’”

Jayson Workman

“We have so 
championed 
independence, we 
have lost touch with 
interdependence.”

Monte Maple

“Leadership is to 
benefit those who 
are following, not the 
leaders.”

Archie Emerson
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“We get so busy doing 
the work of the Lord, 
we forget the Lord of 
the work.”

Charles Petitt

“I believe God still 
hears the whispers of 
His people.”

Jim Combs

“The true proclamation 
of the gospel is to put 
Christ in the center of 
everything.”

Bill Monroe



“all changes, even 
the most longed 
for, have their 

melancholy; for what 
we leave behind us 

is a part of ourselves; 
we must die to one 
life before we can 

enter another.” 

The above quote by Anatole France, 
nobel Prize-winning author ex-

plains the reason so many of us have 
difficulties accepting and embracing 
change. But change is a necessary part 
of life, both for individuals and for 
institutions. 

in 1950, when Baptist Bible Col-
lege was founded, the population of 
America was just over 151 million. our 
society was quickly changing from 
a predominantly agrarian economy, 
made up of large and strong families, 
raised mainly on the farm, to a more 
industrial economy where both parents 
found themselves in the workforce. 

BBC was born into the 
world of Ward and 

June Cleaver, 
with a 

tory, it would 
have become to-

tally irrelevant and 
incapable of preparing this 
generation of soldiers of the 
cross to enter the battle of the ages.

Change is inevitable and neces-
sary. not all change is good, but as the 
world changes, God’s people have to 
adapt their methods so that their mes-
sage can be heard. the things that are 
happening on the campus of Baptist 
Bible College right now bode well for 
the future efforts of the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship to continue its legacy of 
evangelism, church planting, and mis-
sion outreach around the globe.

Benjamin Franklin said, “When 
you are finished changing, you are 
finished.” it is exciting to see evidence 
that BBC is not finished yet. 

the Alumni 
Association 
of Bap-
tist Bible 

College is 
committed to 

supporting BBC and 
its students, faculty, 

and administration through 
the difficult waters of necessary 

change. it is time for the graduates, 
supporting pastors, and those who 
have been blessed by the school to 
embrace the vision for Tomorrow’s BBC 
that Jim edge and his leadership team 
are putting into place. 

if the lord tarries, the world of 
2020 will be a very different place than 
the world we live in today. the BBC 
Alumni Association is working to see 
that BBC is still preparing God’s choic-
est servants to meet the needs of the 
world around them through the life-
changing power of the gospel.

the process of change
By Marty Hughes
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worldview that more closely resembled 
Mayberry than Survivor. 

the battle lines were clearly 
drawn, everyone knew the issues 
in question, and all understood the 
rules of engagement. it was Funda-
mentalism against Modernism, it was 
aggressive evangelism against social 
club ritualism, it was us against them, 
spirituality against worldliness. 

A lot has changed in 60 years. 
today, America’s population exceeds 
300 million and it is more urban and 
suburban than rural. We live in the 
information age with technology 
increasing at a staggering rate. it is 
said that the amount of information 
generated worldwide is now doubling 
every two years. Postmodern America, 
for the most part, looks with disdain 
and condescension at the world of 
1950. the battle lines are blurred 
and the fundamental question 
has changed from “What is 
true?” to “is there such 
a thing as truth?”

the funda-
mental issues really 
haven’t changed. 
God is still alive and well 
and he has revealed himself through 
his Word. Man is still lost in sin and 
in need of a savior. the life-changing 
power of the gospel and the convict-
ing and drawing influence of the holy 
spirit have not waned. the local, new 
testament Church is still God’s instru-
ment of grace for this age, and the 
only hope for a lost and dying world. 

People say, “Wow, things have 
really changed at BBC.” some say 
it appreciatively; others say it 
with a touch of concern in their 
voices. in truth, if BBC had not 

changed over its 60-year his-



Class of 1960
Larry D. Lilley

Following graduation, on July 1, 
larry married Pat smith (class of ’61) 
from Connersville, indiana. larry and Pat 
immediately moved to Amarillo, texas, 
where he became a youth and music 
minister. After three years, larry became 
pastor of Central Baptist, Amelia, ohio. 
next, the lord 
moved them to el 
Paso, texas, where 
larry pastored for 
five years fol-
lowed by nearly 
20 years pastoring 
southwest Baptist 
Church of Wichita 
Falls, texas. larry 
has now been 
on the ministry staff of houston’s First 
Baptist Church for 20 years, serving as the 
assistant to the pastor, Dr. John Bisagno, 
minister of evangelism, and recently be-
came the senior adults minister. larry says 
he is “having the time of my life!” Pres-
ently, he teaches numerous Bible classes 
each week and evangelism workshops, 
both locally and around the country, as a 
national teacher/trainer with evangelism 
explosion out of Fort lauderdale, Florida. 

the lilleys have been blessed with 
four children (three sons and a daughter) 
and three grandchildren. their oldest son 
is a lay music minister in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, and their daughter is the program 
director, praise team director and soloist 
at the Clear Creek Community Church in 
Clear Creek, texas. Pat is a piano teacher, 
houston’s First Baptist Church orchestra 
pianist, and a freelance performer for 
various business and social events.

Jerry Burton
Graduating from Baptist Bible Col-

lege in 1960, Jerry has faithfully served 

four churches. over these 50 years, he 
has served at Arlington Baptist temple 
in music and youth; lima Baptist temple 
in music and 
youth; Cherry st. 
Baptist Church as 
associate pastor; 
and for the past 
30 years he has 
served at Calvary 
Baptist Church, 
Pittman, ohio, as 
senior pastor. Jer-
ry and his faithful 
wife, Jean, have a daughter, Kristi, and 
son, Paul. Both children are now grown 
and married. in July 2005, Jean passed 
away after a brief battle with cancer. 

in July of 2007, Burton married 
the former Carol Feistel. Carol and her 
husband, Malcom Feistel, were missionar-
ies in taiwan for 28 years. they have five 
children, Amy, sue, nancy, Andrew, and 
Richard. Malcom passed away in June 
2006 after a brief battle with cancer. 
Carol teaches a single ladies class and 
orchestrates the music ministry at Calvary. 

While staying busy serving the lord, 
Jerry has served the school as Alumni As-
sociation president and currently as vice 
president. 

Branson Howard
Branson howard accepted Christ 

as his lord at an early age under the 
ministry of his parents and Victor sears in 
Goshen, indiana.

As a young man, after moving to 
Winter haven, Florida, where his uncle, 
Millard Branson, pastored, his dad, Blaine 
howard, taught him to lead singing and 
to be used in the church. 

in 1956, as a senior in high school, 
all of his family moved to springfield, 

Missouri, to at-
tend Baptist Bible 
College. in 1957, 
Branson entered 
BBC and while 
there he met 
Jorene Mullins. 
the night of her 
1959 graduation, 
W. e. Dowell per-
formed their midnight wedding ceremo-
ny at high street Baptist Church. Branson 
graduated in 1960 with a degree in music 
and these past 50 years they have served 
the lord together.

the howards have two married sons, 
Kevin and his wife, Wendy, and eric and 
his wife, stacy, and one precious grand-
daughter, Kylie howard, age 6. 

A highlight in ministry for the how-
ards would be when W. e. Dowell, their 
pastor and professor from their college 
days, asked them to work at Baptist 
temple in springfield where they served 
12 years. 

they have worked with good men 
and churches in texas, ohio, Michigan, 
Mississippi, and Missouri as music and 
youth ministers directing great choirs and 
youth departments. 

After going through some health 
issues, God continues to use Branson, 
now as pastor and choir director of Bible 
Baptist Church in Republic, Missouri. 
having recently celebrated their 50th an-
niversary, they are proud to say they are 
still of the old school and never dipped 
their colors or quit.

they have served as Alumni vice 
presidents several years and lead their 
class reunions of ‘59 and ‘60 every 5 years 
with Branson’s 50th coming up in May.

Where in the world are they now?
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the Baptist Bible College 
Alumni Association’s stated goal 
is to enhance student life at BBC 
and the 2009 Alumni Project has 
certainly accomplished this goal. 
this year’s $20,000 project re-
modeled and refurnished three 
commons areas in the guys and 
girls dorms. the Alumni Associa-
tion purchased new carpet and 
paint, new durable and comfort-
able couches, tables and chairs, 
and 50-inch tVs for each of 
these areas. the commons areas 
are now up to par with the best 
colleges in springfield. We want 
to thank everyone that helped 
to bring a little comfort and a 
touch of home to the dorms. 

Robert A. Baier 
William Bales
Keith Bassham 
Ken Board
Richard Boone
Melvin K. Brown
Vivian Brown
Bob Burkholder
Bill Carter
steve Dalton
Derryl W. Deshields
William Dowell
James A. eberhard
Robert etheridge  
Don Fishgrab
laVoid R. Ford
herman C. Frankland

Alumni Days 2010 was held on 
campus March 11-13. this incredible 
three-day event featured 21 Alumni 
speakers, six of them serving in Out-

reach magazine’s 100 largest and/or 
Fastest Growing Churches in America. 
Among the others, a family featured 
on ABC’s Extreme Home Makeover 
with their local food and clothing 
distribution ministry, church planters, 
camp speakers, lay volunteers, educa-
tors, and next-generation servants that 
are leading with excellence today. the 
BBC Alumni Association planned the 
event with the purpose of exposing 
current BBC students to alumni that 
are having a powerful impact on their 
world and challenging them to find 
their place in the work. 

speakers included Aaron Cavin 
Life Community - church planter in 
the Boston metro area and popular 
camp speaker; Blaine Anderson 

Hale Baptist Church - pastor in ru-
ral northern Michigan with focused 
outreach to the underprivileged; Brian 
Moore Crosspoint Church - pastor in 
the greater los Angeles area with a 
growing vibrant church, also served 
as campus chaplain at Baptist Bible 
College; Carrie Bettinger Northridge 

Church - worship leader and MoPs 
(Mothers of Preschoolers) Coordinator 
at the 43rd largest church in America; 
Chris Zarbaugh Kennsington Church 
- Campus pastor at the 25th larg-
est and 34th fastest-growing church 
in America; Dallas Arnold Temple 
Baptist Church - successful business-
man and volunteer serving the local 
church in areas such as deacon, sunday 
school teacher, and small group leader; 
Daniel Garcia Heritage Baptist Temple 
- pastor in typical small-town usA with 
focused involvement in community; 
Darryl Jones Crossroads Church - 
church planter in Kansas City metro; 
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Don Claphon Eastside Baptist Church 
children’s pastor and one of the crazi-
est guys you will ever meet; Jeremy 
McCarter Lifechurch.tv  - director 
of student ministries at 2nd largest 
and 13th fastest-growing church in 
America; Jim Zarbaugh Prestonwood 

Baptist Church - media minister at 
13th largest and 78th fastest-growing 
church in America as well as co-
founder of ishare Ministries; Joey 
Candillo Bales Baptist Church - pastor 
of inner-city church in Kansas City who 
was saved while in prison; Kaydi Harp 
Grace Classical Academy - 3rd grade 
teacher in her second year of teaching; 
Keith Buttram Temple Baptist Church 
- volunteer youth leader after serving 
several years on staff in three different 
churches; Nathan Montgomery Salt 
and Light Ministries - executive direc-
tor and co-founder of ministry with 
a purpose of sharing the love of God 
with those in need. this family was 

Jack W. hackworth
Randy A. harp
Marty hughes
David Klass
herb Koonce
Gaylen P. leverett
Ken liles
Donald Manuel
Mark Milioni
K. B. Murray
stephen Rains
Kenneth G. Rhoades
Patricia A. Robinson
sarah Robison
Donald J. sidebottom
Bill sparks
Charlie C. springer

timothy Wertz
terry W. Wiese
Christopher Wilbanks
John W. Williams
loretta Wilson
Barbara A. Wisner

Churches that donated

to the project:

thomas Road Baptist Church
   Phoenix, AZ
Berryville Baptist Church 
   Berryville, AR
talley Road Baptist Church 
   san Antonio, tX
Winter haven Baptist Church
   Winter haven, Fl

BBC alumni Days

2009 alumni Project

List of individuals who gave to the project: (Listed alphabetically)

A special thanks 
goes to the pastors 
and churches of the 
iowa BBF who fully 
furnished the ladies 

commons area! it 
is now being called 

the iowa Room.
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Alumni Luncheon (For all Alumni and Friends)
Wednesday May 12 at 12:30 - BBC Cafeteria - tickets are $15

Classes of 1950-1955 Reunion - tuesday, May 11 - 1:00 PM, Ryan’s on east 
Kearney - Contact Bill hathaway at 417-833-8584

Class of 1957 Reunion - tuesday, May 11, 1:00 PM, university Plaza hotel

Class of 1959 Reunion - tuesday, May 11, 7:30 AM, BBC Cafeteria - Contact 
Jorene howard at 417-865-1559 

Class of 1960 Reunion - tuesday May 11, 12:30 PM, BBC Cafeteria - Contact 
Branson howard at 417-865-1559 

Class of 1962 Reunion - Wednesday May 12, 7:30 AM, shoney’s at  
2731 n. Glenstone - Contact John Page 417-862-6478 or jcp6560@aol.com

Class of 1970 Reunion - Contact sue Garard at suegarard@aol.com

Class of 1972 Reunion - Contact Driscol Cruthfield at 417-753-4491 or 
hbma@usa.com

Class of 1980 Reunion - Wednesday May 12, 7:30 AM, ihoP on north Kansas 
expressway - Contact Debbie Christopher at 417-833-2310

Class of 1990 Reunion - tuesday May 11, 12:30 PM, BBC Cafeteria - Contact 
tim Wertz at 417-881-4200

Join the Alumni Association and get 
your 2010 membership card today! 
By becoming a member of the BBC alumni association, you partner with 
other alumni to enhance student life at BBC. the cost to become an 
alumni member is $25 annually. this money is used to enhance student 
life by providing scholarships, supporting student government, funding 
student and alumni events, and paying for alumni campus projects.

$_________ 2010 Alumni Membership (Alumni Card)

$_________ 2010 Alumni Project

$_________ Christmas Bonuses

$_________ Alumni Operations

$_________ Alumni Scholarship Fund

$_________ Total

Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________

Phone _____________________________  E-mail ______________________________

Graduation Year or Last Year Attended ________________

Make checks payable to: BBC Alumni Association
   628 E. Kearney
   Springfield, MO 65803

Email:     timwertz@seminolebaptist.org

the Alumni Project for 2010 
will be to refurbish and refurnish 
the student Center on campus. 
the student Center is beginning to 
show considerable wear and is in 
need of some tender loving care. 
the Alumni Association will work 
to upgrade the flooring, furniture, 
lighting, décor, and technology in 
order to return the student Center 
to the high standard of quality that 
it originally enjoyed. Your contri-
bution to this worthy project will 
help provide an attractive place for 
students to meet, relax, and study 
together. 
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also featured on ABC’s Extreme Home 

Makeover in the fall of 2009; Paul 
Ebert - served as BBFi missionary to the 
Philippines; Randy Harp Solid Rock 

Baptist Church - founding pastor of 
growing church in dying community in 
mid-Michigan; Scott Bettinger Echo 

Media - president of company that 
helps organizations create and imple-
ment engaging brands; Sean Sears 
Grace Church - church planter in the 
Boston metro area committed to plant-
ing other churches in the Boston metro 
area; Sharon Hoffman Baptist Bible 
College - popular women’s conference 
speaker and wife of Rob hoffman,vice 
president of BBC; Tim Chambers 
Shore Fellowship - pastor of 63rd 
fastest-growing church in America. 

each of these men and women are 
alumni of Baptist Bible College and 
God is using them in amazing ways to 
reach their generation with the gospel.

May Fellowship Week 
reunion Information

2010 
  alumni Project

(continued)

Enter promo code BBC when you order Apparent Danger by David Stokes 
and the alumni assoc. will receive a $5 donation per copy ordered! 

For more information about the book, see ad on page 27, or go to www.apparentdanger.com
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John Mason Peck (1789-1858) — The apostle to the West

pel wherever the Lord sent him. 
In 1811, Peck became the pastor at 
Catskill, New York. From Catskill 
he moved to Amenia, New York. It 
was during these pastorates that 
Peck began his itinerant min-
istry. Initially he walked count-
less miles sharing the gospel, and 
later he obtained a horse, which 
greatly expanded his outreach. 

While he was pastoring at 
Amenia, Peck began to dream 
of becoming a missionary to the 
West. That dream became a real-
ity on May 18, 1817, when the Mis-
sionary Board appointed him as 
a missionary to the New Missouri Territory. The Pecks and 
their three children started west on July 18, 1817. Their journey 
of over 1,000 miles would take an unbelievable 129 days. Upon 
finally arriving in St. Louis, they found the city to be a spiri-
tual wasteland inhabited by a people who were hostile to mis-
sionaries, especially Baptist missionaries. Undaunted, Peck 
rented the back of a store and began conducting services.

In April 1818, he baptized his first two converts in the 
Mississippi River. From this small beginning he would orga-
nize the First Baptist Church in St. Louis, but his primary and 
most extensive ministry was that of an itinerant. His itinerary 
included Missouri, Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, as well as 
venturing into Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Few men have experienced the hardship and difficul-
ties that Peck faced, especially in the early days of his min-

istry. He endured inadequate finances, hunger, cold, and 
many times the hard ground was his bed. But his greatest 
difficulties and opposition came from bigoted anti-mission 
Baptists. These Baptists were opposed to missionaries, Sun-
day schools, tracts, Bible societies, and an educated ministry. 
In 1820, their vehement complaints to the American Baptists 
influenced the mission board to discontinue Peck’s support. 

If his adversaries thought this would force him to give up 
his ministry, they were mistaken. Depending upon the Lord, 

he continued his work. Fortunately, the 
Massachusetts Missionary Society began 
supporting him at $5 a week, which was 
approximately half his previous salary. 

These obstacles make Peck’s achieve-
ments even more remarkable. It is esti-
mated that during his 40 years of minis-
try, he established or assisted in founding 
900 Baptist churches, ordained 600 Baptist 
ministers, and saw 32,000 new additions to 
the churches. He was the founder of Shur-
tleff College, a co-founder of the American 
Home Baptist Mission Society, he authored 
several books, and founded and edited two 
Baptist newspapers. 

The question naturally arises, “How 
could one man produce these astonish-
ing results?” The answer lies in his burn-
ing desire to make Christ known to all 
men and his willingness to pay any price 

to accomplish that goal. One of his most effective strategies 
was the establishment of circuit riders. He carefully selected 
these men and then assigned them their territory. This meth-
od enabled Peck to multiply his ministry.

Finally, after years of indescribable toil, Peck’s body 
broke down. He was no longer able to travel and preach, but 
he continued to minister through his writings. His philoso-
phy of ministry is summarized by these words he recorded 
in his journal, “My mind is often deeply impressed with the 
thought that I am laboring for future generations; and that 
the principle inculcated and habits introduced in the Bap-
tist Society in this country will last for ages under what high 
and weighty responsibility should every professor, and par-
ticularly every preacher, act, who lays the foundation in a new 
country!”

John Mason Peck has been described as the Apostle to the 
West (the Mississippi Valley). Peck was converted when he 

was 18 and united with a Congregational Church. On May 8, 
1809, he married Sally Paine. Both were Congregationalists, 
but upon the birth of their first child, they began to ques-
tion infant baptism. After much prayer and study of the scrip-
tures, they both were convinced that infant baptism had no 
scriptural foundation. Acting upon their belief, they adopted 
Baptist principles and united with the Baptist church at New 
Durham, New York.

Shortly after becoming a 
Baptist, Peck publicly declared 
he was ready to preach the gos-

by Thomas Ray
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I would want Keith Gillming as my shepherd 
if I was a sheep without a flock. Don’t think 
his friendly, easy-going manner is all there 

is. He’s a man of passionate love for God, deep 
commitment to biblical authority, and dogged, 
determined persistence. He has pastored Light-
house Baptist Church in St. Louis, Missouri, for 
28 years. Keith and Becky Gillming’s children, 
Kit and Keri, are both active at Lighthouse. 

Question: How did you begin in St. Louis?

Answer: We arrived in 1982. I knew without a 
doubt God was calling me to plant a church. I 
just didn’t know how I was going to pull it off. I 
wish I had come with more experience. About 
10 years into the plant we were still running 51 
people. We just couldn’t get off the ground…it 
was an endless circle of finances and too small 
a congregation to offer anything with limited 
facilities. So, I finally got done with it. I told the 
Lord, if this was what He wanted, I was good 
with it. I refused to feel bad that we were still 
at 51. I would work just as hard, but the num-
bers were His problem! Looking back, I believe 
it freed me up to be who God wanted me to be. 
I just let God sort it out. We began to grow and 
finally relocated four years later with the help of 
a miracle piece of property.

Q: What are a couple challenges you’ve 
faced in the urban context?

A: My family has paid a very high price emo-
tionally, spiritually, and financially. The first 
generation of every church sacrifices the most. 
God has richly blessed me with a great wife. If 
your wife is not on board, you will never make 
it. Urban family life is difficult because of the 

huge expense to just stay alive financially. When 
you plant a church, your kids don’t have a good 
kids ministry. At the same time, you are living 
in a dangerous or difficult environment. 

Q: How has your community changed over 
three decades?

A: Our area has become much more ethnically 
diverse. We don’t want to give mere lip service to 
welcoming people; we want to incorporate them 
into the body. They must be a part of the fam-
ily. We have a number of bi-racial marriages. It’s 
good for someone to come into a service and see 
diversity not just in the congregation but on the 
platform. This doesn’t happen by accident. We 
make a conscious effort to not be a white church, 
but to be a church that reflects the community. 

Q: Are there things you wish you could do 
over or do differently?

 by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church, 

Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org

URBAN
CURRENTLighthouse in St. Louis

A: I wish I had taken greater risks sooner. There 
is this challenge to be willing to go all in, to put 
it all on the line, to risk what you have in order 
to achieve or obtain at a higher level.

Q: Give us a snapshot of fruitfulness over 
the long haul.

A: I took two boys, David and Gabe Jr., to a Car-
dinals game. David and Gabe got saved. Then 
their mother Rhonda came to Christ. In seek-
ing to talk to Rhonda about baptism, I had 
opportunity to win her husband. David is now 
at BBC and his brother Gabe was a deacon at 
Lighthouse before taking his wife and twin sons 
to BBC. Recently the family was remarking how 
different their lives would be had not Christ 

come into their home. This is the fruit of God’s 
work in one family over almost 15 years.

Q: What do you see in the future?

A: By the middle of 2011, we should be debt 
free, paying off over a million dollars in just 
four years. I also have an overwhelming burden 
to plant another lighthouse in St. Louis.

Q: Closing thoughts?

A: Planting a church and taking a lifetime to 
do it is one of the greatest challenges in Chris-
tian ministry! It is exciting and devastating at 
the same time. Exciting to see lives, families, 
and generations changed, and devastating to 
put all your eggs in someone’s basket and it not 
pan out. Becky and I were driving away from 
the church last week and Becky said, “I think 
it’s been a good life’s investment, and we’re not 
done yet!” I feel the same way.

Q: Prayer requests?

A: Transiency has a great impact on us. Over a 
period of time, we lost seven of ten key lead-
ers. We need to be producing mature believ-
ers who can function as leaders and teachers at 
a rate that keeps up with our losses. Secondly, 
we would like to see the Lord provide the right 
man to plant a new church. 
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Hard questions
b O s t O n  b a p t i s t  c O l l e g e

  by David Melton | President | Boston Baptist College 

Alumni tell the story 
all over the world

b a p t i s t  b i b l e  c O l l e g e

  by Jim Edge | President | Baptist Bible College

b b f i  s c h O O l  n e w s

The story of Baptist Bible College is a story of people. In God’s 
providence, He chooses to use people to take the gospel to those 

who have never heard. Today, practically anywhere the gospel is 
being preached you will find a BBC graduate involved in the process.

Recently, two special alumni returned to BBC to give their tes-
timonies and visual presentation in chapel. The nature and place of 
their ministry makes it necessary for details of this report to be very 
general and guarded, but the story is another illustration of how the 
churches of the BBFI and Baptist Bible College have cooperated to 
accomplish the Great Commission.

In 1968, a young BBFI missionary in Asia started a church. 
Because families in the U.S. sacrificially supported this missionary 
family and because of the sacrifice and relentless effort of the mis-
sionary family, by God’s grace a thriving church was established in a 
difficult place. Sometime later, a family who had a young son began 
to attend the church. The young man learned about sin and salva-
tion in Christ from his Sunday school teachers. At the age of five, he 
came to know Christ at summer camp.

He was baptized and grew in Christ, and, during his high school 
years, surrendered his life to serve Christ. He began by serving in his 
local church — as a Sunday school teacher, as a coach in the church 
soccer ministry, and as a prayer leader. He led singing, served on 
committees, and helped with the evangelistic team. After complet-
ing his Bible training in his home country, he decided to further his 
education in the Baptist Bible Graduate School of Theology.

He and his wife came to our campus, worked hard in their 
studies, and graduated several years ago. They then completed their 
internship in a new church plant in the country where they were 
born. After successfully stabilizing the new church, they went on 
deputation and raised monthly support. Now serving in Asia, their 
work includes language study, preaching the gospel, teaching young 
people, encouraging young house-church leaders, and providing 
Bible training for them. 

Our students were excited and inspired to see a real example 
of God working through our churches and college to reach a group 
of people who had never heard of the love of Christ. It is an incred-
ible story that illustrates the importance of cooperation between 
churches, the BBFI, Baptist Bible College, and our missionaries. I 
walked away from that service with the renewed understanding that 
every person at BBC has a story. The chapters of every personal story 
will be written in the lives of others worldwide. The decisions that 
students make while on our campus, and the decisions made by our 
administration and faculty write the pages of each story. And every 
pastor who chooses to support the colleges of the BBFI is a major 
character in each story. 

I teach. I give exams. Gave one today as a matter of fact. Our stu-
dents in Boston are a pretty respectful lot. But I was a student for 

a long time — I have sat where they sit — I know the look a student 
gets when he sees hard questions on an exam. I saw that look today.

Students love easy questions. In my course on the historical evi-
dence for Jesus, I have all students memorize the 12 key biblical prin-
ciples about Jesus’ identity. I call them the Twelve Towers and stu-
dents have to memorize those along with a scripture reference for 
each. That’s pretty easy stuff. But then I ask them some other ques-
tions. Constantly. Over and over again. Challenging questions that 
require research, thought, struggle. That is the road to learning.

Students aren’t the only ones who prefer easy questions! Any-
body can enjoy a nice, big softball lobbed to you, but hard questions 
mean hard work, wrestling with understanding things we don’t yet 
grasp, and figuring out what to do with what we know.

I spoke a few weeks ago to a group of Texas pastors in a dis-
cussion akin to what I have with students here in Boston. We talk-
ed about how the canon of scripture was gathered and how liber-
al scholarship is waging war like never before on that front. I asked 
those pastors that day, “Do any of you feel comfortable asking your 
church publicly to explain how the books that are in the Bible got 
chosen to be in the Bible? When did that happen? Who made the 
decision?”

I asked it as a rhetorical question, but one pastor blurted out, 
“Shoot, I don’t even want to ask myself that question!”

Hard questions. No way to avoid them.
As a college president, I spend a lot of time asking myself hard 

questions. I make myself think much about the consequences of my 
actions and decisions right now and how they will impact young 
people and their lives and ministries for the future. I think about 
how students studying with me now will very likely be the church 
leaders who lead my own children in not too many years.

Will my kids have church leaders who know biblical doctrine 
and won’t sell it for any price? Will my kids have leaders who are 
Baptists (yes, Baptists) who know what that really means and who 
can thoughtfully teach others why that has mattered for so long and 
still matters today? Will our next generation of leaders — submerged 
by an information tsunami that celebrates every ecclesiological hula-
hoop imaginable and then some — will our future leaders know how 
to be culturally connected without being guilty of cultural capitula-
tion? Will we have the wherewithal to say “yes” and “no” appropri-
ately in a pluralistic world that shudders at anyone who holds to 
absolute truths?

Hard questions? Sure. Easy answers? Nope. Necessary to 
answer? Absolutely. That’s why we stay in school!
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BBC Patriots finish season with 18-11 record
springfield, Mo
By Marty Hughes

The 2009-2010 BBC men’s basketball team fin-
ished the regular season ranked eighth in the 
NCCAA DIV II and was seeded number one en-
tering the Central Regional Tournament at Grace 
University in Omaha, Nebraska. The Patriots 
finished the regular season with a record of 18-11 
and swept the season series with their crosstown 
rivals, Central Bible College. 

The team is extremely quick and ath-
letic and has gotten outstanding play from 
6’9” junior post, Bobby Hughes, who has 
averaged over 28 points and 13 rebounds a 
game during the last ten games of the sea-
son. The front court is handled by fresh-
men Jerome Small and Johnny Gray, both 
local products from Springfield Central. 
Small is in the top five in the country in 
steals and Gray’s quickness makes him very 
difficult to guard. The exceptional play of 
sophomores Dionne Greer and A.J. Watson 
have allowed BBC to match up athletically 
with several larger schools and get victories 

down the stretch in tough situations. Sixth man, 
senior guard Will Hamlet, has served as a three-
point specialist and has provided a much-needed 
spark in several games this year. A late-season 
injury to defensive specialist Chase Howerton 
hampered the Patriots’ efforts down the stretch. 

The Patriots have a strong bench made up 
mostly of freshmen recruited from the area by 

Coach Joe Lamanske, who was the head coach at 
Walnut Grove High School before coming to BBC 
three years ago. Lamanske played on a national 
championship team for BBC in the mid 80s. 

A close loss to CBC in the regional champi-
onship game dashed the Patriots’ hopes of win-
ning their first regional banner since 1988, but 
their outstanding play earned them an at-large 

bid into their first national tournament in 
well over a decade, and the fact that the na-
tionals will be held in Springfield this year 
provides even more incentive to play well.

These young men see this as an oppor-
tunity to lead BBC back into the national 
prominence that she enjoyed during the 
70s and 80s. At the regional tournament, 
Bobby Hughes was named Regional MVP, 
Jerome Small was named First Team All-Re-
gion, Chase Howerton and A.J. Watson were 
named Honorable Mention All-Region, and 
Coach Joe Lamanske was named Central Re-
gion Coach of the Year.
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Boonstra among speakers at Bible college in India
springfield, Mo

During the first week of February, Carl Boonstra, 
former BBFI mission director, Jeff Ables, pastor of 
Berean Baptist Church of Springfield, along with 
a BBFI Restricted Access missionary couple were 
guest speakers at the 24th annual pastors confer-
ence and 34th graduation of the Bible college es-
tablished by the Thomas families in South India. 
The commencement services featured 37 gradu-
ates. The Wednesday through Sunday meetings 

were well attended with a daily attendance of 
500-600, including 70-75 pastors.  On Sunday, 
there were 1,200 people in attendance, and 15 pro-
fessions of faith in Christ were made. 

 K.C. Thomas, a native of India, graduated 
from Baptist Bible College in Springfield, Mis-
souri, in 1968. After graduating, he was sent by 
Seminole Baptist Church and Pastor Raymond 
Tracy to Chathannoor, Kerala State, India, where 

he planted churches and trained men for min-
istry. When K.C. Thomas passed away in 1996, 
there were nearly 100 Baptist churches estab-
lished. His sons, Paul and Sam, graduated from 
Baptist Bible College in 1989 and continue their 
father’s ministry. Boonstra reports that today 
there are 120 churches, 97 students in the col-
lege and seminary, and a second Bible institute in 
North India.  He says, “Pray for India. It’s a nation 

with over one bil-
lion people with less 
than one percent 
considered evangeli-
cal. The Thomas In-
dependent Baptist 
Ministries is the only 
Baptist ministry to 
our knowledge in all 
of the state of Kerala, 
South India.”
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Canyon Creek 
to host RPM 
conference
Richardson, tX

Canyon Creek Baptist Church and Pastor Rick 
Carter will hold an RPM (revival, prayer, momen-
tum) conference April 19-20 in conjunction with 
the NCPO church planter’s candidate school and 
the Texas Baptist Bible 
Fellowship meeting. 
Guest speakers for the 
two-day conference 
include Tom Wag-
oner, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist Church in 
Dunn, North Carolina, 
Charles Lyons, pastor 
of Armitage Baptist Church 
in Chicago, Illinois, and 
John Arnold, pastor of Li-
brary Baptist Church in Fin-
leyville, Pennsylvania. “Our 
guests are wonderful, Spirit-
filled men of God and it is 
obvious that God has His hand upon them and 
their ministries,” states Carter. “My prayer is that 
we will grow deeper in our relationship with God 
in the area of revival, prayer, and momentum.” 

Visit canyoncreekbc.org/rpm or contact the 
church at (972) 231-4753 for more information.

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

Bible Baptist homecoming has more than 1,000 attend
Victorville, CA

More than 1,000 people attended 
the service when Bible Baptist 
Church of Victorville, California, 
and Pastor Bob Counts burned the 
church’s mortgage during Home-
coming Sunday late last year. Counts, 
who has been pastor of the church 
since 2003, looks forward to ex-
panding the congregation’s outreach 
in the High Desert area of the state.

Enjoy the sweetest music this side of Heaven on this 
album featuring 30 of your all-time favorite hymns 
beautifully arranged and performed by the world-
renown Los Angeles Philharmonic Trombones.   

Makes a great fund-raiser with rates as low as $8/100 units and $5/1000 units.

INCLUDES

Rock of Ages • Amazing Grace
Shall We Gather At The River 

How Great Thou Art

$15
(includes S/H)

HYMNS AND SPIRITUALS
P�������� �� ��� L�� A������ P����������� T��������

samples available at www.cdbaby.com/cd/laptromb

To order, call 818-599-6986 or 
email slidearea@dslextreme.com

Pastor Bob Counts, former Pastor Dean Wood, assistant pastors 
Joel Counts and Billy Adams, staff and deacons
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Evangelism during the Olympics
Richmond, British Columbia, CAn
By Will rogers, BBFI missionary

In February, the world came to our city for the 
2010 Olympics, and we sought to take advantage 
of the opportunity. Needless to say, we have nev-
er been part of anything quite like it before. It 
was fun. It was challenging. 

The evangelism method we used to accom-
plish this was unique. Last summer, we sent an 
appeal to churches to help us accumulate sim-
ple, hand-made scarves to distribute during the 
games. We also asked for help in copying free Bi-
ble software CDs. The response we received from 
churches far exceeded our expectations, and 
soon our home looked like a UPS storage depot!

Our evangelistic ‘arsenal’ was made com-
plete with John/Romans scripture portions and 
souvenir pins with a gospel theme graciously 
provided by the Olympic Bible Project. This 
local-church ministry, led by David Hardin, 
came with a team of more than 150 volunteers 
from across the United States. They came to as-
sist the independent Baptist churches in this 
area. Approximately 80,000 scripture portions 
were distributed as a result and thousands re-
ceived a personal gospel witness.

Here in Richmond, we pursued our own 
effort using the materials previously men-

tioned packaged together with the scarves. 
We gave away between 6,000 and 7,000 scarf 
bundles! People were thrilled to receive these 
bundles and many took time to earnestly 
thank us. We had hundreds of opportunities 
to share a simple gospel presentation and a 
word of testimony. We shared God’s Word in 
malls, in crowded pavilions, on streets, in cof-
fee shops, and in fast-food restaurants.

The people were from everywhere — Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Brunei, Nepal, Singapore, 
Fiji, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Latvia, 
Slovakia, Peru, Chile, Angola, and Nigeria 

among others. We even witnessed to two Rus-
sian rap music stars! During the games, people 
were generally more approachable than what we 
have ever experienced before.

We were greatly assisted in this by a team 
of young people and adults who came from our 
sending church, Canyon Creek Baptist Church 
in Richardson, Texas, to help. The games are 
now over, and in 2012 the summer Olympics will 
be held in London, England. It will be an even 
greater opportunity for world evangelism. Just 
think of the possibilities! 
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Because God Alone 
Matters

The BBF has approved Piedmont’s missions program so that our graduates can now serve 
under the BBFI. Like many in the Fellowship, Piedmont remains committed to biblical bal-
ance, the local church, and world evangelism. Our world-class online school offers much 
flexibility, including the option of earning an entire undergraduate  
or graduate degree through one of our highly interactive, 
web-based programs. Ask about our substantial 
scholarships.

www.pbc.edu / 1.800.937.5097 

420 S. Broad Street / Winston-Salem, NC 27101

Classic Dispensationalism. Balanced Soteriology. Dynamic Exposition.
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Graceway Baptist Church, pastored by Rob-
ert Stephenson, recently concluded a record-
breaking global evangelism conference, “Call of 
Duty:  Rated M for Missions.”  The church family 
was joined by the Tarl Reeves family, BBFI mis-
sionaries to England; the Kevin Worley family, 
BBFI missionaries to The Netherlands; the Ar-
nold Belasko family, BBFI missionaries to Spain;  
Graceway’s own Jonathan Saliba, BBFI mission-
ary to Colombia; and the Jonahan Robertson 
family, BBFI missionaries to Costa Rica.  BBFI 
Associate Mission Director Paul Hylton was the 
keynote speaker.

Highlights of the five-day conference in-
cluded: a faith promise commitment expected 
to surpass last year’s mission giving of $165,000 
by at least $30,000; two church members sur-
rendering their lives for missions; a conference 
project offering of nearly $6,000 to assist the 
Robertsons with startup costs in Costa Rica; 
and the addition of all conference missionar-
ies for monthly support. The final night of the 

Graceway Baptist breaks giving record
springfield, Mo

conference included the formal commissioning 
of the  Robertson family, sent out of Graceway 
Baptist Church and on their way to Costa Rica. 
Graceway currently supports over 100 mission-

Graduation
& Homecoming
week

2010

May 4th - May 7th

14 WORKSHOPS
18 DIFFERENT SPEAKERS

SPECIAL SPANISH WORKSHOPS

All workshops take place at the 
university located at 6301 Westport 

Avenue, Shreveport, Louisiana 71129.
Graduation will be held at 3:00 p.m. at
Summer Grove Baptist Church located 

at 8924 Jewella Avenue.

Jonathan Falwell
Pastor of Thomas
Road Baptist
Church, author
and conference
speaker

Dr. Elmer Towns
Dr. Towns is Vice
President at 
Liberty University
and dean of the
school of religion.

Dr. Billy Hamm
Dr. Hamm will
have a special
presentation 
celebrating the
60-year history of
the Baptist Bible
Fellowship.

Graduation Speakers:

6301 Westport Avenue      Shreveport, Louisiana 71129      318-686-2360       www.lbu.edu

LBU Graduation Ad.0110M:Layout 1  1/29/10  3:50 PM  Page 1

aries and projects around the world and has an 
annual mission budget of nearly $200,000.  The 
conference was directed by the Graceway mis-
sions committee; Bill Bogart, mission director.  

Beautiful Christian, patriotic, military neckties.
       $15 value - Cost $6

Christian Spanish neckties - Cost $7
Humor book 500 Laughter Doeth Good Like a 
Medicine - Cost $6 (1,200 sold)
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buildings for, was in Springfield at the time so I 
told him about my little conversation with God. 
The next day when I saw Ron, he slipped some-
thing into my pocket — a check for $500 for my 
mission trip to build the church building in Tan-

zania. Usually, it is the pastor giving a check to 
the missionary, not the other way around. That 
was the confirmation I needed from God to pro-
ceed with the project. 

I couldn’t wait to get back home. That Sun-
day, I told the church we were going to build a 
church in Tanzania in memory of Tom Foltz. I 
told them about my conversation with God, and 
that He said He would take care of the money 
if we would just trust Him. I think most of my 
people thought I was crazy! However, that night 
a man in our church came to me and said he 
would give $5,000 for the project in the next two 
weeks. Praise God! Maybe I’m not crazy after 
all. Tuesday, that same man came to my office 
with 50 $100 bills. The next Saturday, he showed 
up at Upward Basketball with another 30 $100 
bills. On Sunday, I could hardly contain myself 

The year we almost didn’t build a mission church
sanford, Fl
By ron Williams
Palmetto avenue Baptist Church

Last year at this time, our church was going 
through troubled economic waters as were 
many of our churches across America. We de-
cided to use “the slash and burn” method to 
reduce our budget so that our ministry could 
survive the economic tsunami. Part of the 
budget cuts included our annual Christmas 
Offering, which we had used seven years 
in a row to build church buildings for poor 
congregations on the mission field. We had 
raised tens of thousands of dollars over the 
years to help build 30 churches in various 
remote villages around the world. It was a 
very discouraging time for us as we realized 
that 2009 would be known as the year that 
we didn’t go on a mission trip and we didn’t 
build a church building.

 Last May, my son was graduating from 
Baptist Bible College so my wife and I went 
to Springfield for the event. On Monday, I 
learned our missionary to Tanzania, Tom 
Foltz, was not doing well in his battle against 
cancer; therefore, on Tuesday after the morn-
ing meeting, I went to visit him. Tom was not 
able to respond to me, but I visited with his 
wife, Joanne, and had a word of prayer with 
her. Tom went to heaven within just a few 
hours of my visit. 

That afternoon, God began to work on 
my heart about building a church building 
in Tanzania in memory of Tom. I told God we 
didn’t have any money! He said He had money 
and not to worry about it. Ron Enoch, mission-
ary to Kenya, whom we had built a couple of 
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as I told the church how God supplied $8,000 
for the building in just one week! On Wednes-
day, the same man gave me a check for $2,000. 
Add to that a couple of thousand dollars from a 
pastor friend, Larry Franck, of Cornerstone Bap-

tist Church in Venice, Florida, and we had 
enough to build the building! Hallelujah! 
God can do anything!

While this was all going on with the 
finances, people were coming to me telling 
me they were so glad we were taking a mis-
sion trip because they just knew they were 
supposed to go to Africa this year. By the 
time the dust had settled, we had a team of 
five people to go to Kwambe, Tanzania, to 
dedicate a church building in memory of 
missionary Tom Foltz. 

Vern Smith, missionary to Tanzania, 
fills out the rest of the story. He writes:

“After Pastor Williams contacted us, 
and we presented him with three possible 
sites for building, God led us to build in the 
little village of Kwambe. Dennis Senyagwa 
is the leader there. Dennis, a faithful man of 
God and graduate of the Baptist Bible Col-
lege of Tanzania, worked hard in overseeing 
the project and preparing for the opening 
day. The construction took place from July 
through October last fall, and we dedicat-
ed the building October 4. The crew from 
Palmetto Avenue Baptist in Sanford helped 

with finishing touches, benches, a pulpit, offer-
ing boxes, and the dedication day program. 

Over 700 people attended the dedication 
service. Twenty-one adults made professions of 
faith in Christ that day. As well, 25 others fol-
lowed the Lord in believer’s baptism. Therefore, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, and in memory of 
Tom Foltz, my partner in ministry for 10 years, 
the Bible Baptist Church of Kwambe, Tanzania, 
dedicated their new building. To God be the 
glory!”

Special thanks to Pastor Ron Williams of 
Palmetto Avenue Baptist Church for his vision-
ary faith, and to pastor Larry Franck of Corner-
stone Baptist Church in Venice, Florida, for their 
contributions of finances and their own labor 
and sweat in the building and dedicating of this 
building.”

Missionary 
CoMMuniCation 
Workshop
A workshop designed to help BBFI 

missionaries communicate their passion 
for their field to churches and individuals.

Coaches: Lewis and Karen McClendon
Brian and Rachel Weed

aboundmissionaryservices.com

November 8-12, 2010
For more information, go to
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Ed Chavis, Biggest Loser update
Augusta, GA

On November 2, 2009, Ed Chavis, associate 
pastor of Lumpkin Road Baptist Church in Au-
gusta, Georgia, was chosen to participate in a 
weight-loss competition sponsored by the local 
NBC affiliate, a fitness club, and a professional 
weight-loss center. In the January edition of the 
Tribune, Chavis reported that he had lost 33 
pounds; he has now lost over 100 pounds, well 
on the way to his goal of losing 140 pounds by 
the end of the competition in May.

“Augusta’s Biggest Loser” is roughly mod-
eled after the hit reality television show The 
Biggest Loser, with the notable exception of no 
eliminations. Although the fitness component 
is not as intense as the six-to-eight hours of 
daily training on the show, it is still a grueling 
schedule of daily workouts, twice-a-week nutri-
tion counseling sessions, and weekly weigh-ins.

When asked about the difficulty of the food 
plan, Chavis says, “There are some things I miss 
from time to time — I’m a meat-and potatoes, 
burgers, fries, and pizza kind of guy. But I have 
come to understand that food is supposed to 
be fuel for the body. In our culture, we have as-
signed too much emotional meaning to pleasure 
foods.” His current diet consists mainly of lean 
protein (chicken, tuna, and turkey breast) and 
dairy proteins (eggs and fat-free cheeses). Veg-
etables and fruits round out the food choices.

Chavis’ journey has not been without some 
obstacles. At times, scar tissue from two previ-
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ous back surgeries has caused both pain and 
numbness, making it difficult to exercise (or to 
even walk.) When difficulties arise, adjustments 
are made in his exercise routine in order to avoid 
further injury. He is also participating under 
the watchful eye of his physician, who makes 
suggestions and recommendations in getting 
through the tough times.

In terms of the competition, which will 
culminate in one male and one female winning 
the top prizes, Chavis grabbed the lead in week 
three, and has not surrendered the top spot 
since then. His goal is to complete the competi-
tion in May without ever giving up the lead.

The impact of Chavis’ experience has been 
far-reaching. Inspired by his success, over 20 

members of Lumpkin Road are participating 
in a weight-loss challenge of their own called 
“Healthy Again in 2010.” Thanks to the internet 
and the age of instant communication, Chavis is 
advising and encouraging people in places such 
as Texas, Wisconsin, and even Korea. He is eager 
to pass on the things that he has learned in an 
effort to help people, and, in that spirit, writes 
two blogs — one recounting his personal expe-
riences and another containing nutrition, exer-
cise advice, and motivational tips.

“Food abuse and addiction is quite possibly 
the most widespread form of addiction plagu-
ing people today,” Chavis said. “Even ministries 
such as Reformers Unanimous are realizing the 
absolute hold that food has over people’s lives. 
And to make matters worse, it’s the only sin or 
addiction that we preachers joke about from 
the pulpit on a regular basis. Now that I am get-
ting these issues under control in my own life, I 
want to help others find the freedom that I have 
found.”

Ed Chavis is the associate pastor at Lumpkin 

Road Baptist Church in Augusta, Georgia. He is blog-

ging about his weight-loss journey at http://echavis64.

blogspot.com. His “Healthy Again in 2010” blog is at 

http://healthyagain2010.blogspot.com.

For information:
The Reapers - Thomas Ray
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379
Phone 972.509.9240 Fax 972.769.2597
Email: tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com

Simple plan of salvation 
inside a business card.

Your church information on the back.
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GuideStone helping missionaries reach financial goals
By Dixie Beard

As a missionary, you have goals for the mission field, for your family, and 
for your ministry work. But have you thought about how you are going to 
finance those goals in the future? 

It’s not always easy to think about, but it’s important to consider the pos-
sibility that your ministry support may be reduced or eliminated as you near 
retirement age. It’s a reality for many, and for this reason it’s crucial to have 
a plan in place that can offer the future financial security you need. And his-
torically, a retirement plan has proven to be one of the best ways to get there. 

Consider three ways a retirement plan may help you reach your goals.
• It can empower ministry opportunities. Retirement doesn’t mean you 

stop serving in ministry. The Bible makes it clear that you don’t retire 
from following Christ, and a healthy retirement income can open up 
numerous ministry opportunities once you reach retirement age. When 
you build an appropriate retirement savings, you not only see the need, 
you can help finance the measures it will take to meet it. 

• It provides for your loved ones. A retirement plan is not just for you. It’s 
for the benefit of your family and loved ones as well. Providing for our 
families and nurturing future generations are biblical directives for us 
all. And our responsibility doesn’t end at retirement age. In fact, you 
will likely live 20 or more years beyond retirement age and inflation may 
average three percent per year or more. You need a financial plan that 
will help keep you and your family financially secure during those years, 
and a well-prepared retirement can help provide that security.  

• It promotes wise financial stewardship. When we turn to the Bible, no-
where do we receive advice to squander now and store none. In fact, 

we find quite the opposite. Proverbs 6:6-8 reminds us to be 
like the ant, gathering in one season so that we may provide in 
another. GuideStone President O.S. Hawkins provides helpful 
insight on these passages in his book Antology. 

Storing financial resources in our productive income-
producing years, that is, during the summer and fall seasons 
of life, is smart and logical. And, as Solomon reveals, it is also 
Biblical. If this is good advice for an ant…it is good advice for 
those who are active in serving in gospel ministry.1

It’s simply essential for you to be prepared to financially 
support you, your family, and your ministry goals beyond re-
tirement age. With a well-prepared retirement plan, you can 
use the resources you’ve stored to serve God well throughout 
your retirement years.

Make plans today to put an appropriate percentage of your 
income (or financial support) into a retirement savings plan 
automatically each month, increasing it as you can. The best 
time to start preparing is now.

1. Hawkins, O.S. Antology. Pgs 14-15. ®2007.

Dixie Beard is Director of Business Development with GuideStone Finan-

cial Resources. She can be reached by email at Dixie.Beard@GuideStone.

org. She is also available by phone, toll-free at 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-

984-8433) or directly at (214) 720-4661.

LOOKING FOR CHURCH PLANTERS 
  TO COME TO IOWA
LOOKING FOR CHURCH PLANTERS 
  TO COME TO

CONTACT INFORMATION:
PHONE:   PASTOR R. A. ABELL
                (515) 268-1721
E-MAIL:  RANDYABELL@AOL.COM
WEB:       WWW.IOWABBF.ORG

Save the date!
November 1-4, 2010

Fairfax Baptist Temple, 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, VA  22039
703-323-8100  • www.FBTministries.org

Registration begins March 1.

F
B

empleT

Come be a part of an exciting week of activity focus-
ing on World Evangelism through Church Planting.

Each morning, over a dozen men experienced in the 
areas of missions and church planting will present 
practical and encouraging seminars designed for:

     •  Missionary Evangelists
     •  Church Staff 
     •  Pastors

Each evening, join us for uplifting services full of special music, missionary presentations, 
college groups, and solid preaching from the Word of God on the importance of missions.

•  Deacons
•  Men and Ladies
•  High School & College Students

ICWE-Tribune Ad.indd   1 1/15/2010   1:19:20 PM
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Out of the Mouth of the Lion, volume one (226 pages), is the  rst-person account of Elmer and Mary 
Deal’s lives and dynamic ministry through 1964. Includes dramatic stories of winning Africans to 
Christ, survival when their residence was  red upon, escape from Baluba warriors, evacuations, 
Mary’s near-fatal illness and the tragic martyrdom of two key leaders in their ministry.

Elmer Dealʼs Autobiography

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Boonstra, former BBFI Mission Director

“…one of the greatest 
missionary stories 
ever written.”   

David and Barbara Lingo, Missions faculty, Baptist Bible College

“…describes the true 
spirit of pioneer 
missionary service…
a must read.” 

Order your copy online at www.craigcountybaptist.com (Credit cards accepted via 
Paypal) or by phone at (918) 256-7255 or mail to Craig County Baptist 
Church, 1517 E. Country Club Drive, Vinita, OK 74301.

$15 per copy plus S & H

Mike Haley, Pastor of Hallmark Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas

“…outstanding biography.” 

When Gary Grey retired from Park Crest 
Baptist Church in Springfield, Missouri, last 
May, he knew that his ministry was far from 
over. Even though he had plans for visits with 
children and grandchildren, golf, and time with 
his wife, Carla, Grey’s years and contacts in 
the ministry made him a valuable speaker for 
empty pulpits and special occasions. But there 
is always the unexpected.

For instance, Grey never thought he would 
be a church’s pastor within six months of retire-
ment from Park Crest. But when a church he 
had served formerly, Calvary Baptist Church 
of Taylorville, Illinois, was facing trouble and 
sought his counsel, he suggested they call an 
interim pastor. After first agreeing to help them 
find an interim, he eventually accepted the call 
himself last September.

Both Grey and the church are happy with 
the decision to call him as interim pastor. For 
his part, it is a bit like coming home since 
Calvary was his first pastorate. For the church, 

Interim pastor can provide valuable ministry
taylorville, il

leaders agree his knowledge and wisdom has 
been valuable as they manage the transition 
from one pastor to another.

Deacon Ed Saulter says, “When Pastor 
Grey was contracted to speak a few times, it was 
a breath of fresh air to a board trying to put out 
fires, managing divided church members, and 
controlling the chaos. When he decided to be 
the interim pastor and manage the daily duties 
within the office and the church, issues were 
handled professionally and he kept the board 
informed weekly. He has greatly helped the 
process of searching for a lead pastor.”

Member Melissa Davidson describes the 
attitude change in the church and says, “We 
are focused on God’s will. We are still healing 
in different areas, but the pain is gone. We are 
ready to go forward as a body of believers... As 
individuals we are stronger and closer to God. 
Last summer we were fighting each other; now 
we are fighting Satan together.”

For Deacon Kevin Brown, it was a relief 

merely to know the pulpit was being filled 
each week. He said that in previous pastoral 
searches, “a great deal of time and energy 
was consumed with just finding someone to 
preach each Sunday.” Kevin’s wife, Dollie, who 
serves as church secretary, knows the value of 
someone in charge of administration. She and 
the members take care of the basics, but having 
an interim pastor coordinating all the activities 
and ministries helps tremendously. “Now,” she 
says, “We have the time to take the next step 
and make sure that we are listening to God 
instead of rushing through the process.”

Grey has enjoyed the ministry at Calvary 
the second time around, but  is anxious to 
install a permanent pastor. He stresses that the 
church has gone through some tough times but 
is now in good condition with nice facilities and 
no debt. Interested preachers should contact 
the church at 217.824.2324 or email  
calvary@cbctaylorville.com.
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A guided tour 
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of Proverbs
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      WISELY

$12.99 + s/h
Call the Tribune to order
(417) 831-3996

By Keith Bassham
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Ulysses George Robertson, 
84, went to be with the Lord 
on Saturday, February 20, 
2010. A native of Charleston, 
West Virginia, he was a Ma-
rine Corp veteran of World War II, serving in the 
Philippines and China. 

In 1952 Robertson accepted Christ as his 
personal savior. After being a Christian for six 
months, Robertson felt the call to preach. In 
1952, he moved to Springfield, Missouri, to enroll 
in Baptist Bible College. A few months before he 
graduated from BBC in 1955, he accepted the call 
to pastor Temple Baptist Church of Springdale, 
Arkansas. In 1957, he resigned his pastorate and 
took his family to Virginia. In August, he began 
holding tent meetings and within a year the 
church was organized. He worked at another job 
in the early years. By February 1959, attendance 
had grown, and Robertson began pastoring full 
time. That same year, the church purchased 
property and held their first mission conference.

Francis Olen York entered 
into his eternal rest on 
Thursday, February 25, 2010, 
at the age of 85. He was born 
November 24, 1924, in Davis 
County, Iowa. He received Jesus Christ as his 
personal Savior when he was 12 years old while 
attending a revival meeting in Seymour, Iowa.

After graduating from high school in 
Bloomfield, Iowa, he joined the U.S. Army 
in October of 1944. He served with the 327th 
Glider Infantry Regiment and the 101st Air-
borne Division. He served his country well and 
received two Bronze Service Stars, a WWII Vic-
tory Medal, as well as a Good Conduct Medal.

He married Opal Madeline Stogdill on 
January 10, 1947, in Bloomfield, Iowa. To this 
union was born four children, Gary York, 
Ronald York, Marla York Fields (missionary to 
Paraguay), and Deborah York Brown.

In September 1952, he entered Baptist 
Bible College, Springfield, Missouri. He gradu-
ated in May of 1955. Following his graduation, 
he was ordained to the gospel ministry the 
same year. For the next 17 years, York pastored 
churches in Iowa and founded Calvary Baptist 
Church in Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

He and his family continued to minister 
when they moved back to Springfield in 1972 
and joined Seminole Baptist Temple where he 
served as a deacon and Sunday school teacher. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Opal, 
two sons, two daughters, eight grandchildren, 
and 15 great-grandchildren. 

U.G. Robertson
Portsmouth, VA

Francis York
springfield, Mo

He served and ministered to his congrega-
tion faithfully for 40 years, but at the same time 
he was an international leader among Baptist 
pastors in the Virginia BBF, the Mid-Atlantic 
BBF, Baptist Bible College, and the BBFI. In 
1978, he became president of Atlantic Baptist Bi-
ble College in Chester, Virginia, where he served 
18 years. In 1997, he became pastor emeritus of 
Central Baptist Church. He was a church planter 
and builder, a Christian educator, an author, a 
missionary ambassador, and a leader in the gos-
pel outreach to the black community along with 
other pastors establishing Conference on Evan-
gelizing Black America (COEBA) in 1993. 

He leaves behind his devoted wife of 60 
years, Betty Jo Robertson; three daughters; his 
son, Tim, who succeeded him as pastor of Cen-
tral; ten grandchildren; four great-grandchil-
dren; and a host of church family and friends. 
Memorial services were held February 23, 2010, 
at Central Baptist Church in Portsmouth.

Is your church 
in compliance 
with the IRS?

We specialize in church 
and minister tax and 
accounting services.

Ministerial Tax 
Preparation

Church Payroll 
Processing

Compliance Checks
Call toll free

1.800.920.3238
                                or 417.863.6303

www.ncctax.com
      info@ncctax.com

SERVICING ALL 50 STATES

1410 E. Kearney St., Suite D, Springfield, MO 65803

May 10-13
Baptist Bible College  

Springfield, MO

Sept. 27-29
Sauk Trail Baptist Temple  

Richton Park, IL

2010 BBFi national Meeting schedule
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The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your 

Bible — Rebind It! Fifteen years’ experi-

ence rebinding and repairing Bibles. 

Contact Joe Gleason, 2256 E. Nora, 

Springfield, Missouri 65803, for prices. 

(417) 865-3823.

Religious books for sale  List sent 

email dudley1@fidnet.com Evangelist Bill 

Dudley, 1116 Lacy Dr., Lebanon, MO 

65536, (417) 532-2665.  

www.dudleysusedbooks.com.

Christian Home-Based Business   
High Tech Manufacturer offers unique 

opportunity for Christian family home-

based business. Call 888-298-0157 

for recorded message and complete 

information.

Sermon sets/Outline books
Samples and brochure. Charles Swilling, 

P.O.Box 1093, Jacksonville, TX 75766

(903) 683-4342; ciswilling@aol.com

www.swillingpublications.org

Free income tax preparation for 

clergy and religious workers. Federal and 

state returns prepared and e-filing avail-

able. Faith-based ministry. www.Clergy-

Taxes.com or Clergy/Taxes@aol.com. 

Hawaii! Couples-Honeymoon or 
Retreat! $1,500 a week! Includes 

room and board! Call 888-762-7424!

Special assisted living retirement 
home for retired pastors, missionaries 

and full-time Christian workers. Rea-

sonably priced quality care, volunteer 

ministry opportunities. For information call 

Laurie Dombrosky at (409) 719-7707 or 

Dr. Steve Hays at (409) 781-9346. Peach 

Tree Village Senior Living in Chester, 

Texas, located in the piney woods of East 

Texas.

L. J. Woodard • Midnight Hour Ministries
PO Box 1331, Clarksville, AR 72830
Phone: 479.292.0330

Randy Carroll • Carroll Evangelistic Ministries   
5672 Powers St., The Colony, TX 75056.  
Phone: 469.384.2120  Cell: 469.964.9796      
Email: EvangelistRC@juno.com

Thomas Ray • The Reapers   
P.O. Box 796541, Dallas, TX 75379. 
Phone: 972.509.9240   www.thereapers.com
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Randy Hogue •  Randy Hogue Ministries
PO Box 834 Cullman, AL 35056
Phone: 888-464-8338  www.randyhogue.org

Tracy Dartt • The Dartt Quartet
P.O. Box 422, Greenbrier, TN 37073
Phone: 615.643.0200  www.darttmusic.com

Philip Sawilowski • Olive Tree Ministries
PO Box 180188, Arlington, TX 76096
Phone: 972.660.5117  www.olivetreeministry.org
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ALABAMA
• Shelton Beach Road Baptist 
Church, 401 Shelton Beach Rd., 
Saraland, AL 36571, 205/675-2122 
Pastor Gary W. Shockley

• Trinity Baptist Church, 1500 
Airport Rd., Oxford, AL 36203, 
256/831-3333 www.trinityoxford.org. 
Pastor Bud Grinstead

• Maranatha Baptist Church, 
2284 Third Ave., Dothan, AL 36301 
334-794-2536 Pastor Bill Schneider

ALASKA
• Anchorage Baptist Temple, 
6401 E. Northern Lights, Anchorage, 
AK 99504, 907/333-6535, www.ancbt.
org. Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
• Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
5735 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 
85031, 623/247-5735. Pastor Daniel 
Dennis

CALIFORNIA
• Calvary Baptist Church of 
Oakhurst, At the corner of Highway 
49 and Redbud (location only), 
559-641-7984. Pastor Bob Wilson

• The Fundamentalist Bap-
tist Tabernacle, 1329 South 
Hope St., Los Angeles, CA 90015, 
213/744-9999. Pastor Dr. R. L. Hym-
ers, Jr. sermon manuscripts at www.
realconversion.com

• Midway Baptist Church, 2460 
Palm Ave., San Diego, CA 92154, 
619/424-7870 Pastor Jim W. Baize

• Calvary Road Baptist Church, 
319 West Olive Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016, 626/357-2711, www.calvary-
roadbaptist.org Dr. John S. Waldrip

CONNECTICUT
• New Testament Baptist Church 
and School, 111 Ash St., East Hart-
ford, CT 06108. 860/290-6696 Pastor 
Michael Stoddard

DELAWARE
• Southside Baptist Church, 4904 
S. DuPont Hwy. (US 13 So.), Dover, 
DE 19901, 302/697-2411 Pastor Chris 
Kondracki

• First Baptist Church, 6062 Old 
Shawnee Rd., Milford, DE 19963, 
302/422-9795 Pastor David Perdue

FLORIDA
• Liberty Baptist Church, 2451 
Dora Ave., Tavares, FL 32778, 
352/343-0061 Pastor Timothy J. Green

• Palm Springs Drive Baptist 
Church, 601 Palm Springs Dr., 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701, 
407/831-0950 Pastor Scott Carlson

• Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
6000 West Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 
32808, 407/295-3086 Pastor Steve 
Ware

• Winter Haven Baptist Church, 
1500 Dundee Rd., Winter Haven, FL 
33884, 863/294-6478 Pastor Mark D. 
Hodges

• New Testament Baptist Church, 
2050 South Belcher Rd., Largo, FL 
33771, 727/536-0481 Pastor Matt Trill

• Trinity Baptist Church, 800 Ham-
mond Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32221, 
904/786-5320 Pastor Tom Messer

• First Coast Baptist Church, 
7587 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 
32244. 904/777-3040 Pastor Richard 
Edwards

• Harbor Baptist Church, 428 To-
moka Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 32173, 
386/677-3116 Pastor Ronald L. Todd

• Colonial Baptist Church, 2616 
51st Street West, Bradenton, FL 
34209, 941-795-3767 Pastor R. C. 
Landsberger

• Sonshine Baptist Church, 23105 
Veterans Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954, 941-625-1273 Pastor William 
K. Bales

• First Baptist Coconut Creek, 
formerly Calvary Baptist Church, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 954/422-9611 
Pastor Jerry Williamson

• Victory Bible Baptist Church, 
3906 Andrew Ave., Pensacola, FL 
32505-4107. 850/432-6969 Pastor 
Allen Cotton

• Calvary Baptist Church, 123 
Thunderbird Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958. 
772/589-5047   
www.calvary-baptistchurch.com  
Pastor Clifton Cooley

• New Life Baptist Church, 35000 
Radio Rd (at Poe St.), Leesburg, FL 
34788  352/728-0004
newlifebaptistchurch@earthink.net 

• Bible Baptist Church, 820 South 
14th Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 
32034 904/261-5457 Pastor John Van 
Delinder 

• Suncoast Baptist Church, 410 
Warrington Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 
33954
(941)625-8550, Pastor Chip Keller
www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com

• Grace Bible Baptist Church, 
1703 Lewis Road, Leesburg, FL 34748.
352-326-5738, Pastor George Mulford 
III  www.gbbconline.com

• Orlando Baptist Church, 500 S. 
Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32807.
407/277-8671, Pastor David Janney
www.worldchangingchurch.com

GEORGIA
• Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
1400 Grayson Hwy., Lawrenceville, GA 
30245. 770/338-2677 Pastor Tim Neal

• Central Fellowship Baptist 
Church and Academy, 8460 
Hawkinsville Rd. Hwy 247), 3 miles 
north of Robins Air Force Base, Macon 
GA 31216. 478/781-2981  
www.centralfellowship.org
Pastor Rodney Queen

• Camp Creek Baptist Church
1761 Camp Creek Rd, Cornelia, GA 
30531, 706/778-0622,
www.campcreek.org

HAWAII
• Lanakila Baptist Church, 
94-1250 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 
96797. 808/677-0731 Pastor Steven 
C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
• Sauk Trail Baptist Temple, 4411 
Sauk Trail, P.O. Box 347, Richton Park, 
IL 60471. 708/481-1490 Pastor Bruce 
Humbert

IOWA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church
1690 Elm St., Suite 175, Dubuque, 
IA 52001, 563/584-9040, www.
lighthouseofdbq.org

• Heartland Baptist Church
3504 N. Grand Ave., Ames, IA 50010
515/268-1721,  
www.heartlandbaptistames.com Pastor 
Randy Abell

KANSAS
• Millington Street Baptist 
Church, 1304 Millington St., Winfield, 
KS 67156. 316/221-4700. Pastor Jeff 
McCaskill

• Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS 67213
316-263-0269, Pastor Steve Day

KENTUCKY
• Florence Baptist Temple, 1898 
Florence Pk., Burlington, KY 41005. 
859/586-6090 Pastor Wayne G. Cox

• Oak Hill Baptist Church, 2135 
Oak Hill Rd., Somerset, KY 42501, 
606/679-8496 Pastor Harold Brown

MARYLAND
• Riverdale Baptist Church, 
1177 Largo Rd., Upper Marlboro, MD 
20774, 301/249-7000 Pastor Brian C. 
Mentzer

MASSACHUSETTS
• Temple Baptist Church 
540 Manley St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, 508-583-5190 
www.templebaptist.info Pastor Bill 
Smith

NEBRASKA
• Plains Baptist Church, 2902 
Randolph St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 
402/435-4760. Pastor Raymond Smith

NEW JERSEY
• Open Bible Baptist Church, 
2625 E. Main St (RT. 49), Mill-
ville, NJ 08332. 856/863-0226,   
Email:gardner07@comcast.net Pastor 
Danny Gardner
 

NEW MEXICO
• High Plains Baptist Church, 
2800 E. 21st Street, Clovis, NM 
88101-8620. 505/769-1382 Pastor 
Charles D. Miller

NORTH CAROLINA
• Northside Baptist Church, 333 
Jeremiah Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28262, 
704/596-4856 Pastor Brian Boyles

• Mid-Way Baptist Church, 6910 
Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603. 
919/772-5864 Pastor James L. 
Upchurch

• Trinity Baptist Church, 216 
Shelburne Rd., Asheville, NC 28806, 
704/254-2187 www.tbcasheville.org 
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

• Central Baptist Church, 6050 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn, NC 28334, 
910/892-7914, www.cbcdunn.com 
Pastor Tom Wagoner

• Berean Baptist Church & 
Academy
517 Glensford Dr., Fayetteville, NC 
28314, 910-868-5156,  
www.bbcfnc.org Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
• Bible Baptist Church, 990 
W. Main, Mt. Orab, OH 45154. 
937/444-2493  
Pastor Charles Smith 

• Ashland Ave. Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 86, 4255 Ashland Ave., 
Norwood, OH 45212. 513/531-3626 
Pastor Jerry E. Jones

• First Baptist Church, 1233 US Rt. 
42, Ashland, OH 44805. 419/289-3636  
Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

• Grace Baptist Church, 3023 N. 
Union Rd., Middletown, OH 45044, 
513/423-4658 Pastor Roger D. Green

• Calvary Baptist Church, 516 
W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270, 
330/925-5506 Pastor Jerry Burton

OKLAHOMA
• Temple Baptist Church, 2200 
E. Oklmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74403. 
918/687-4793 Pastor Glendon Gray

OREGON
• Tri-City Baptist Temple, 18025 
S. E. Webster Rd., Gladstone, OR 
97027. 503/655-9326 Pastor Ken 
McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
• Ocean State Baptist Church, 
600 Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 
02917, 401/231-1980 Pastor Archie 
Emerson

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Lighthouse Baptist Church, 104 
Berkeley Sq. Lane, PMB 250, Goose 
Creek, SC 29445. 843/824-6002 www.
lbcgc.org Pastor Bobby Garvin

TEXAS  
• Central Baptist Church, 2855 
Greenhouse Rd., Houston, TX 77084. 
281/492-2689 Pastor Larry Maddox

• First Baptist Church of Mead-
owview, 4346 N Galloway Ave., 
Mesquite, TX 75150. 214/391-7176 
Pastor R.D. Wade

• Liberty Baptist Church, 602 
Manco Rd., Lewisville, TX 75067. 
972/436-3493 Pastor Dick Webster

• First Baptist Church, Hwy. 64, 
Wright City, TX 75750, 903/839-2700 
Pastor Richard G. Boone

• North Park Baptist Church, 
4401 Theiss Rd., Humble, TX 77338. 
281/821-2258 Pastor Tim Thompson 

• Berean Baptist Church, 302 N. 
Town East Blvd., Mesquite, TX 75182. 
972/226-7803 Pastor David Mills

• Cypress Creek Baptist Church, 
21870 Northwest Freeway, Houston, 
TX 77429. 281/469-6089 Pastor Bill 
Campbell

• Burleson Boulevard Baptist 
Church, 315 N. Burleson Blvd., Bur-
leson, TX 76028-3907. 817/295-4342 
Pastor Terry M. Williams

• Temple Baptist Church, 4301 
Thomason Dr., Midland, TX 79703. 
432/694.3634 www.tbcmidland.com
Pastor Stephen Willis

Talley Rd. Baptist Church
3120 Talley Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78253, 210-862-3108,  
www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com, Pastor Larry Bruce

VIRGINIA
• Faith Baptist Church, 3768 S. 
Amherst Hwy., Madison Heights, VA 
24572, 434/929-1430 Pastor Brian 
Hudson

WEST VIRGINIA
 • Fellowship Baptist Church, 
U.S. Rt. 60 E. at Huntington Mall,  
Barboursville, WV 25504, 
304/736-8006 Pastor Jerry Warren

Church ads are 
available to any 
BBFI church for 
$10 per issue.  

To place an ad, call 

(417) 831-3996.
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AfterWords 

On January 18, my wife Karen and I started on 
a vacation that included a pastors’ conference 
in Florida. The last night of the conference,  

January 2, Jim Cymbala (pastor of Brooklyn Tabernacle) 
preached on the power of prayer, and his invitation was to 
come and pray if you wanted God to do something spe-
cial in your life and ministry. Little did Karen and I realize 
what would happen as we went to the altar. While Karen 
was praying she was struck with a horrible headache. 

For the next several days the headaches 
continued, but we noted nothing seriously 
wrong. But on Saturday night, February 6, after 
watching our nephew play baseball in Hatties-
burg, Mississippi, things worsened. My wife’s 
sister was going to take Karen back to her home 
in Mobile, Alabama, (two hours away) but first 
she wanted to return to the restaurant where we 
were to say good-bye to her son’s fiancée. That 
decision saved Karen’s life. 

When they arrived at the eatery we quickly 
noticed Karen was suddenly much worse. Just 
moments before, she was walking on her own, 
and now she was nauseous and could not move 
her legs. We immediately took her to Forrest 
General Hospital in Hattiesburg (one of the top 
neurological hospitals in the country). By the time Karen 
was on the gurney, she could not respond to the doctor’s 
commands and her eyes were rolling back into her head. I 
was losing her. 

They rushed her into ER and directly to a CT scan. 
Then came the devastating news. 

“Mr. Alexander, I am so sorry. She has had two hemor-
rhages, her pupil has already blown out, people usually do 
not live to talk about it, and she is not going to make it.”

Then neurosurgeon Dr. Lon Alexander (no relation) 
who was on call from Jackson that night entered the pic-
ture. He told me we had a very narrow window to save her 
life and “what we do we must do quickly.” He said he was a 
Christian and had heard that I was a pastor. He asked me 
to pray to the Lord that He would help him save my wife’s 
life. They rushed her off to surgery. I called my church sec-
retary and she informed our church prayer chain. Other 
prayer chains were started. Some preacher friends on the 
BBF Summit discussion list joined in. People were praying 
literally around the world storming God’s throne on behalf 
of Karen.

While sitting in the CCU waiting room with family 
and friends from Alabama, we waited and cried out to the 

I stand amazed                 By Steve Alexander
    Pastor, Smith River Baptist Church, Crescent City, California    

Lord for His healing hand. Three hours later the surgeon 
came out with the news. 

He said, “The first miracle is that her pupil has returned. 
However, along with the two hemorrhages she had a blood 
clot and a tumor the size of an egg.” He went on to say the 
tumor was malignant, and they removed all that they could 
see. Sunday night, Karen had a second surgery to remove 
some swelling on the brain. Dr. Alexander told me he felt 
she would survive this to fight the bigger fight of cancer. 

He also informed me there could 
be some brain damage and vision 
damage as well. 

However, on Monday, the 
pathologist report came back: “No 
cancer found.” The sample was sent 
to the Mayo Clinic, with the same 
result returned: no cancer, another 
miracle of God.

The next several days with Kar-
en lying unresponsive in CCU, my 
family surrounded her bed holding 
hands, singing, praying, crying out 
to the Lord for her life and recovery. 
Thursday came and still there was 
no response. The doctor told us at 

6:00 a.m. to just keep talking about family to her. At 2:00 
p.m., I got up close and said, “I love you,” and despite the 
tube down her throat and with her eyes still closed, I saw her 
lower lip form the words, “I love you.” 

I told her if she was trying to say, “I love you,” to blink 
hard. After a pause she did. I was so amazed and excited. 
Gradually she opened her eyes, began to make hand move-
ments, and whisper. Today, as I write this two weeks later, 
she is alert, talking, and in rehab learning to stand, walk 
again, and to feed herself. The prognosis is very good. They 
expect her to fully recover but with about 80 percent periph-
eral vision loss in her left eye. She is still often confused as 
the brain continues to heal, and physically she is growing 
stronger each day. We simply praise Jehovah Rapha, The 
Lord our Healer. 

I agree with what Jerry Thorpe said to me, “I stand 
amazed.” To God be the glory, great things He has done! 
Please join us in prayer for Karen’s total healing.

Editor’s note: At presstime, Karen Alexander continues to 
recover. She was discharged from the hospital in early March,  
one month after being within a few minutes of death.
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