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7Global Partners 
For 67 years the Mission Office has served 
churches and missionaries. Take an in-depth 
look at the services and operations that help 
keep the Gospel moving around the world.

William Carey Prayed Here 
In Moulton, England you can still see the 
cobbler’s shop where William Carey labored as 
his burden for the lost world grew and his heart 
caught fire for the work of a missionary.

Being Biblical
We are called to go to all nations, but what are 
we doing as the nations come to us in simple 
everyday ways? It’s not being a missionary, it’s 
just being Biblical.
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O n  t h e  t a b l e 

Happy New Year! This time of year, many people work 
on setting goals for the new year and dreaming up all 

God might have in store for them. I make it a point to do 
this myself. But this time of year is also a good time to look 
back and reflect. It is why we sing auld lang syne, right? 
We truly have so much to be thankful for. 

I share this often, but I truly believe I have the 
greatest job in the world. I have a front row seat to see 
all God is doing in and through the ministries of the 
BBFI. I love to celebrate with churches. This past year I 
was able to attend many of the BBFI’s newest churches. 
I was also involved in many anniversary services. I love 
to celebrate with pastors. I was privileged to participate 
in both retirement celebrations as well as ordinations. 
I love to partner with missionaries. I did not have the 
opportunity to travel internationally this past year but I 
spoke or met with missionaries on a weekly basis. I am 
constantly amazed at all that God is doing through our 
BBFI missionaries in all parts of the world. I am also 
fortunate to be involved with Baptist Bible College both in 
an administrative role and a faculty role. I can honestly say 
we have great faculty training our future ministry leaders 
and we have some students who are not waiting until after 
graduation to start serving, they are serving now. As we 
launch into a new year, make sure to take some time to 
reflect on this past year. Celebrate your victories and learn 
from your setbacks. 

It is also that time of year where you will be hearing a 
lot from me about our Annual Tribune Offering, formerly 
known as the February Tribune Offering. The reality is 
simple. It is the same for this ministry as it is for yours. It 
takes financial resources to do ministry. We are operating 
on a strict budget, about 33% less than the last few years, 
but are doing more than ever. You can read a sampling of 
testimonies on page 30 of how the Communication Office 
is making a difference in the Fellowship. This year we need 
to raise $120,000 in our annual offering. If we can raise 
a little more we can further expand and add our current 
ministry. Would you begin praying now asking God to 
show you how to participate? We are very thankful for 
each partner!

As always, thank you for allowing me to serve Christ 
as I serve you. I am looking forward to seeing “y’all” in Fort 
Worth in February. 

Randy Harp
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In the Baptist Bible Fellowship, 
missions is not just an abstract 

concept. Because of our personal 
interaction with our missionaries, 
“missions” is about actual people and 
real-life stories. 

Recently, I was in the Philippines 
visiting my mother who was seriously ill. 
During our time at the hospital, a couple 
of Bible College students were among 
the many visitors. One student got my 
attention because he was from Zambia, 
Africa. His name was Christopher and I 
asked him to tell me his story. 

Christopher was from a troubled 
home in Zambia and one day a 
missionary from the Philippines came 
to his town. He went to listen to this 
Filipino missionary and heard the 
Gospel and accepted Christ. When 
he expressed a desire to go into the 
ministry, the missionary told him his 
story. He had come to Christ because of 
the church-planting efforts of American 
missionary Boyd Lyons. When he felt 
a call to ministry he enrolled in the 
Bible College led by Boyd Lyons. His 
suggestion was for him to go to Manila 
and enroll in that same college. 

When he arrived in the Philippines 
he received a scholarship thanks to 
churches in the United States who 
help support the Bible College. He 
did not have any money to support 
his daily needs. A couple of Filipino 
believers met him and heard about his 
situation and felt led to provide monthly 
support to help him get through 
school. Christopher told me he plans to 
complete his education and return to 
Zambia to plant more churches among 
his people. 

What we have in this Fellowship 
is a powerful force for the spread of the 
gospel. We must keep our focus on this 
vision for worldwide missions. 

The sending church’s role 
in world missions cannot 

be underestimated. The call 
to missions is not just for 
individuals or families, it is the 
responsibility of the local church 
to establish a foundation of love 
for Christ, obedience to the Great 
Commission while building 
compassion for the nations 
among its members. Many in 
our churches do not answer the 
call to missions because they 
fear the unknown. Each local 
church should understand their 
responsibility when it comes to 
grooming missionaries through 
discipleship for all ages to 
overcome inevitable fears and 
obstacles.

Start preparing young 

P  lanting a church requires gifts 
that are imperative and can 

only be supplied by the Holy 
Spirit. It is not necessary to have 
all of these gifts in their fullness, 
but I would say to be effective it 
is necessary to develop them as 
much as possible. Dr. Charles 
Ridley has developed a list of 
13 characteristics of the church 
planter. I want to discuss the top 
six that he has called the “knock 
out” categories needed in the 
fiber of the church planter.  

     
Vision Capacity. This involves 
creating clarity that relates to the 
church’s mission and vision. 

     

world missions 
More than a just a church program

Jon Konnerup
bbfi mission director 

Eddie Lyons
bbfi president 

John Gross
bbfi church pl anting ( apex ) 

from the president 
focus on missions

church planting 
core characteristics of a church planter

people for ministry work at an 
early age by actively involving 
them in volunteer service, 
teaching, and specific training. 
Be creative in keeping them 
engaged by having them read 
biographies of early missionaries. 
As they grow in their faith and 
obedience, teach them how to 
lead a person to Christ, conduct a 
Bible study, and serve in various 
outreach ministries. When they 
are making preparations for 
their future, have them contact 
the BBFI Mission Office to assist 
them with the next steps to take 
in serving God.

Each church should be a 
sending church by intentionally 
guiding and encouraging people 
to serve the Lord. Teach them 

the importance of living above 
reproach and having servant 
attitudes and actions.

The lessons learned while 
preparing to be a missionary are 
important, if not always easy. The 
security of a loving church and 
Bible training can help develop a 
solid foundation in those who are 
faithful and called.

God uses the local church 
to accomplish His work of and to 
display the love of God through 
Jesus to the 
world (Ephesians 
3:9,10). This is 
His plan!

 Motivation. This is the ability 
to create within the body 
cooperation and a willingness to 
self-start and work from nothing 
while moving forward together. 

     
 Creating Ownership. This 
is the ability to help people 
feel the responsibility of 
growth by creating ownership 
of the ministry and gaining a 
commitment. 

     
Relating to the Un-churched. 
This should be done in a manner 
that breaks through the natural 
barriers between the churches 
and the un-churched. 

     

Family. Keeping the priorities 
between ministry and family 
separate make for the difference 
between failure and success … no 
family, no ministry.

     
Building Relationships.  
Getting to know people on a 
personal basis can be the greatest 
challenge for a church planter. 
Spending time with members 
and nonmembers alike is a major 
focus.

BBFI LEADERSHIP PERSPECTIVES 
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I   believe a heart for missions is 
at the center of what is taking 

place at BBC. There is a great 
spirit of excitement, unity, 
compassion, revival and outreach 
in the hearts of our students.

The devastation of 
Hurricane Harvey affected the 
homes, families, and churches 
of our students, so we sent 80 
people to help. They worked at 
a camp, in churches, homes and 
neighborhoods. They witnessed 
what devastation was and 
ministered to distressed and 
worn-out people. 

Our students gave their best 
as they worked hard, encouraged 
each other, and loved people in 
the name of Jesus. They shared 
the Gospel and saw people saved!  

BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
a taste of the mission life

Mark Milioni
BAP TIST BIBLE COLLEGE PRESIDENT 

This trip changed lives. 
It led to a desire to serve our 
Springfield community. One 
hundred students partnered with 
local churches and spent a day 
ministering to our city as they 
painted, did yard work, cleaned 
houses, served food, and shared 
Jesus. 

This effort further flamed the 
spark of evangelism. An RA took 
her floor to IHOP. They noticed 
their waitress seemed distressed 
and were able to talk with her and 
lead her to the Lord!

Another group of students 
travelled to Manila, Philippines. 
They left with a passion for 
the Philippine people and for 
international missions. 

We do mission trips because 

it changes the lives of those who 
serve and those who are served. 
This is why we have trips to China 
and the Philippines planned for 
spring, as well as a study trip to 
Israel. By the end of this school 
year, at least 135 of our students 
will have participated in a 
mission trip. I know many have 
made the decision to serve as a 
career missionary as a result of a 
mission trip. I am very excited to 
see what God will accomplish in 
their lives through 
these special BBC 
trips.

.

I  recently had a discussion with 
a health professional about my 

diet. I’ll spare you the details, 
but basically, I was told that I am 
more of a man than I should be!  

When asked about what 
I like to eat, I said, “I’m Irish. I 
like meat and potatoes.” I looked 
down at the ground and waited 
for the boom … I just knew that 
baked potatoes, mashed potatoes, 
hash brown potatoes, and even 
French fried potatoes were surely 
about to get yanked off my end 
of the table. But there is a God! 
What I heard was, “Well you 
can’t take potatoes away from an 
Irishman … we’ll just have to cut 
something else!” 

Hallelujah! Angels sang right 
there in that office. Stars aligned 

BOSTON BAPTIST COLLEGE 
potatoes

David Melton
boston BAP TIST COLLEGE PRESIDENT  

in their proper constellations. You 
can’t separate me and potatoes, it 
would be untrue to who I am!

I know this is the missions 
edition of the Tribune. I’m 
not crazy. Truth is, to biblical 
Christians, missions is as essential 
as potatoes are to my Irish palate.  
It goes with every meal. The lost 
are still out there. God is still 
unwilling for them to perish. You 
just cannot reflect the heart of the 
God of the Bible if missions isn’t 
at the core of your spiritual diet. 

Here in Boston, I get to look 
at future missionaries, both home 
and foreign, every single day. 
We are training them to go. As a 
Fellowship we must just keep on 
sending. It’s our staple, personally 
and specifically ordered by the 

Lord Himself. It is and must 
always be “essential,” no matter 
what.

So, if you are like me, keep 
the potatoes coming. And when 
your appetite exults in the joy 
of spuds, be reminded what 
must always be in the diet of the 
church. Eat up.

BBFI LEADERSHIP PERSPECTIVES 
 
MISSIONS

bbfi
contact 
points
Baptist Bible Fellowship Int’l.
bbfi.org
info@bbfi.org
facebook.com/bbfi.org

Mission Office
bbfimissions.com
info@bbfimissions.com
(417) 862-5001
facebook.com/BBFIMissions

APEX (church planting)
apexnetwork.tv
info@apexnetwork.tv
(417) 536-8826

Baptist Bible Tribune
tribune.org
editors@tribune.org
(417) 831-3996
facebook.com/bbtribune

Baptist Bible College
gobbc.edu
info@gobbc.edu
(800) 268-6000
facebook.com/BaptistBibleCollege

Boston Baptist College
boston.edu
info@boston.edu
(888) 235-2014
facebook/pages/Boston-Baptist-College
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These are parts.

This is synergy.

The BBFI has a lot of parts. 
When those parts work together in harmony, great 
things can be accomplished.

Our goal at the BBFI Communication Office 
is to provide tools and resources to enhance your 
ministry efforts. And when you partner financially 
with us, you enable us to continue our role 
strengthening the many parts that make up the 
BBFI. We are better together, and that is synergy.

The majority of the Communication Office 
budget comes from the financial support of 
churches, pastors, and missionaries. Our goal this 
year is to raise $120,000 toward the continued 
publication of the Baptist Bible Tribune, the online 

presence of the BBFI and the Tribune, and all the 
other facets of the Communication Office including 
the mobile app, the coaching network, the archive 
project, the leadership podcast, and social media 
platforms for live streaming and real-time updates. 

I would love for every church in our 
Fellowship to benefit from the work of the BBFI 
Communication Office and, in turn, have a part, 
however small, in supporting our efforts. Let’s 
continue to work together and see what God can do.

Randy Harp
Communication Director, BBFI

To participate in this offering 
you can send a check directly to 
the office or give online through 
the Tribune website, the BBFI 
website, or mobile app.
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F I R S T H A N D :

The role of BBFI Mission Office is clearly 
defined in our mission statement:
“The BBFI Mission Office exists to serve 

churches and their missionaries as they 
endeavor to fulfill the Great Commission.”

The BBFI Mission Office is not a 
missionary sending organization. Rather, as 
your local church’s helping hand, we aid you 
in your mission work by coming alongside 
the missionary and the sending church. 
The impact of your financial support to the 
Mission Office directly affects your missionary. 
The services we provide, including keeping 
abreast of regulations governing missionary’s 
finances as well as providing on-field 
legitimacy, save both the missionary and 
the church countless hours. The time saved 
makes it possible for your missionary to be a 
missionary.

The care and concern of the BBFI 

Mission Office does not stop there. We pray 
for our missionaries daily, read their letters, 
visit them on the field, and enjoy it when 
they visit our office. Events happening in 
world news draw our minds and hearts to our 
missionaries serving in the affected regions. 
We love their children and know how difficult 
it can be to raise a family on the foreign field. 
We experience a wide range of emotions 
when it comes to our missionaries and their 
children. Let it be said — missionaries are 
always on our hearts.

The Mission Office strives to serve 
churches with efficiency as we come 
alongside them. Every effort is made to 
maintain an open and ongoing relationship 
with pastors as we work with the national 
leadership, missions committee, field 
representatives, as well as the supporting 
and sending pastors of each missionary.

My wife typically drives about 100 miles a 
week. So thirteen years after we bought her 
vehicle, we finally had to purchase a new set 
of tires. Like a fool, I complained. Then I was 
reminded we bought the car when  
George W. Bush was in his first term as 
president. A new set of tires every thirteen 
years is actually better than I bargained for. 
It’s just the cost of doing business.

In the Baptist Bible Fellowship, we 

We desire to be responsible stewards of 
the people and funds sent through our office. 
This has been our specialty for 67 years. 
Your missionaries are our greatest asset. 
The Mission Office operates just as your 
missionaries – by faith. Your faithful financial 
and prayer support enables us to help your 
missionaries. As you know, 100 percent of 
what comes in for a missionary goes to that 
missionary. This is unheard of in the world of 
missions and non-profits. One pastor stated 
it this way:

“There is not another mission agency 
that does more for your missionaries for 
less cost than the BBFI Mission Office.”

Your support of the Mission Office also 
impacts the Fellowship as a whole, as we 
endeavor to serve all the churches with their 
missionaries. This issue of Global Partners 
will show many of the services the Mission 

$4.50
Why do you recommend churches support the 
Mission Office at $4.50 per missionary per month?FA

Q

Is the BBFI Mission Office a missionary sending organization?

have innovative, effective, committed, and 
passionate missionaries doing a great job 
pushing the Gospel outward and onward. 
However, without a supporting infrastructure 
in place, they just wouldn’t be as effective. It’s 
just the cost of doing business. 

Our Mission Office is primarily tasked 
with processing funds securely and 
maintaining records accurately.  In an age 
where international digital transactions are 

THE ROLE OF THE MISSION OFFICE 
By Jon Konnerup  |  BBFI mission Director
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Office provides for your missionaries and 
your church. As you read about the services 
we provide and meet the people who provide 
these services, we hope this information is 
insightful into all the Mission Office does to 
help bring glory to God through your church 
and your missionaries.

 Since I became Mission Director in 
2005, the number of supporting churches 
has decreased from 940 to 721. However, this 
past year we have seen new churches begin 
to support the Mission Office and others have 
increased their support. Statistically, only 30 
percent of churches that use our office as 
part of their missionary endeavors support 
our office financially.

I pray, that in the years to come, we 
can truly partner together to help get your 
missionaries to the field and keep them there 
till the Lord comes.

frequently targeted by criminals, we must 
sustain highly secured procedures with 
professionally trained personnel in order to 
see God’s work go forward. It’s just the cost 
of doing business.

Additionally, our Mission Office gives 
great attention to the emotional and 
spiritual care of our missionary force. The 
staff are uniquely qualified to understand 
the needs our missionaries face. Ongoing 

communication, as well as special events and 
gatherings, help minister to every member 
of the missionary family. These are just some 
of the ways the Mission Office supports and 
encourages our missionaries. Again, it’s the 
cost of doing business.

Our Mission Office is a bit like my 
wife’s car – long on service and short on 
maintenance. The driving philosophy of our 
Fellowship has been to keep our overhead 

minimal so the bulk of our missionary giving 
goes directly to the field. The necessary 
services of the Mission Office always carry 
a monetary cost. Our support of the Mission 
Office facilitates the structure that directly 
assists an army of missionary personnel. 
It’s just the cost of doing business, God’s 
business.

TIM ADRIAN
BBFI VICE PRESIDENT (MISSIONS)

PASTOR • HUTCHINSON, KS

Doesn’t every missionary-supporting church support the Mission Office?

“The BBFI Mission Office exists to serve churches and their 
missionaries as they endeavor to fulfill the Great Commission.”

The founders of the BBFI wanted every dollar given to a 
missionary to go to that missionary. This means, the Mission 
Office raises its own support, by faith, just as missionaries do. 
Churches are asked to support our services on a voluntary basis.

Now, for the explanation into how $4.50 per missionary, per 
month was derived – take the total monthly budgeted operating 
expenses divided by the number of transactions per missionary. 
When I came to the Mission Office as an Associate Director in 
1998, the goal Dr. Bob Baird had set was $3.50. This amount 
was raised to $4.50 in 2012.

There are some clearinghouses and service centers that 
pass their operational expenses on to their missionaries, the 
churches, and sometimes both. Some entities withhold a flat 
monthly fee from the missionary’s support. Others charge a per 
transaction fee or deduct anywhere from 5 up to 17 percent of 
the support processed through their organization. 

- Jon Konnerup

$4.50 x

 = 100%
NUMBER OF 
MISSIONARIES
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MISSION CONFERENCE 
DESIGN PACKS
By Mike Esquibel
Media Manager

The purpose of our Mission Conference 
Design Packs is to provide pastors, 

staff, and leaders the resources to promote 
missions within the local church. With editable 
graphics and video elements, churches can 
customize the look and theme to fit specific 
needs and help promote missions throughout 
the entire year.  

Four Design Packs are already available 
to churches that support the BBFI Mission 
Office at $100 per month. Since we launched 
the Design Packs in May 2017, pastors have 
expressed how thankful they are for access 
to a great-looking, well-thought-out, and 
time-saving resource. For more information, 
contact me and I’ll be happy to share how you 
can utilize these designs within your church.   

KIDZ4MKZ
By Jill Wolf
Project Manager

The Kidz4MKz program was launched in 
2017 to connect children attending VBS 

or another children’s program, with BBFI 
missionary kids around the world. Using 
videos, MK Collector Prayer Cards, and 
Prayer Reminder Bands, over 4,000 children 
were given insight into the life of an MK and 
challenged to be a missionary to the world in 
which they live. 

Offerings collected during these 
programs were sent to the BBFI Mission 
Office MK program and used to help MKs 
purchase equipment and musical instruments 
for their own ministry. Funds were also used 
to provide MKs a special financial gift on their 
birthdays.

The Kidz4Mkz component can be 
added to Awana, children’s church, mission 
conferences, camp, kids choir – literally 
anytime you have children gathered for a 
structured program. Plans are underway to 
add a mission’s lesson component within the 
2018 Kidz4MKz program.

ONLINE GIVING
By Tammy Fite
HR/Accounts Payable

In 2011, the Mission Office created a 
platform for churches and individuals to 

submit their contributions online. The donor 
has full control over how their donation is 
dispensed, thereby reducing the margin for 
errors resulting from incomplete or missing 
information. Donors have the ability to give 
one-time gifts, duplicate previous donations, 
or set up recurring transactions through the 
secure site. Electronic donation receipts 
also reduce the Mission Office’s printing and 
postage expenses.

Processing of online gifts is not finalized 
until the funds have been received by our 
bank – generally 3 to 5 business days. 
Missionaries will not be able to view gifts 
until the transactions are posted. Please 
keep in mind that in order for donations to be 
posted to missionary accounts, funds must 
be received by the third to the last business 
day of the month. As always, 100% of each 
contribution is given to missionaries.

*The Mission Office encourages all donors 
to first give through their local church.

H O W  T H E  M I S S I O N 
O F F I C E  S E R V E S : THE LOCAL CHURCH

297,598

1.2
BILLION DOLLARS

Amount processed for missions since 1950

Average number of transactions conducted per year

{20}
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As the pastor of a church which makes it 
a priority to train and send missionaries, I 
have come to know and value our Mission 
Office and its gifted and faithful leadership. 
They provide world-class support and care for 
our Graceway missionaries, which gives me, 
our mission committee, and our entire church 
great peace of mind. When you send your very 
own to the far reaches of this dangerous world, 
many times into harm’s way, it’s a good feeling 
to know there is someone to come alongside 
in a support role.  Our Mission Office provides 
counsel and assistance that is invaluable.

As the pastor of a church that makes it a 
priority to support missionaries, I appreciate 

I could tell he cared. That’s what I remember 
most about the call.  

We were missionaries in Mexico in the 
age before WhatsApp and easy international 
smartphone calling, when my wife became 
critically ill. It was a time of uncertainty and it 
felt like our network of supporting churches 
was a million miles away. Then, Steve Bender 
from the Mission Office managed to reach us 
at the hospital. It meant the world to us, and we 
were delighted to share the good news with 
Steve and the rest of the Mission Office team 
when God intervened and Charise recovered. 

When we returned to the United States a 

The Mission Office cares for three families 
sent out from our church. It brings great 
peace to our church knowing that there is a 
team in place assisting our missionaries with 
any needs that might arise. 

As a sending pastor, I feel the Mission 
Office provides the best care, assistance, and 
protection available. Any time there is a safety 
concern on one of the fields, I am immediately 
contacted and my missionaries are informed. 

As a supporting pastor, I know BBFI 
missionaries have been interviewed, prayed 
over, and chosen from the best candidates. 
The Mission Office also provides speakers, 
artwork and media presentations, statistics, 

297,598

1970
• STAFF OF 20
• SERVED 380 MISSIONARIES
• IN 32 COUNTRIES
• PROCESSED $17 MILLION

2017
• STAFF OF 20
• SERVED 772 MISSIONARIES
• IN 83 COUNTRIES
• PROCESSED $35 MILLION

F I R S T H A N D :

{20}
WITH A 

STAFF OF

year later, I saw the Mission Office through 
the perspective of the senior pastor.

The relationship changed, but the 
care did not. They were always ready to 
serve. Whether dealing with prospective 
missionaries, veteran missionaries with 
ambitious ministry projects, or those enduring 
a crisis on the field, the care, integrity, and 
professionalism of the Mission Office has 
never changed. They are always ready. 

It’s an extraordinary relationship, and I 
am so glad to be part of it. 

BRUCE GARNER
PASTOR • HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA

and information when we need it. 
As a field representative, I am allowed 

the privilege to interview new missionaries, 
hear their heart for their field, and be 
reinvigorated by their passion. 

As a member of a BBFI church who 
personally gives to Faith Promise Missions, 
knowing that 100% of all giving goes to the 
missionaries without a processing fee or 
percentage is still the greatest testimony for 
the Missions Office. I appreciate Director 
Konnerup and his team for all the hard work 
they do on behalf of our missionaries.

NATHAN BURCH
PASTOR • AURORA, MO

the tools our Mission Office makes available 
to the local church. From faith promise 
commitment cards and brochures, to 
entire missions conference media packs 
and logistical support for mission trips, the 
Mission Office really is a one-stop shop for 
the missions-minded church and pastor.

I commend and recommend our Baptist 
Bible Fellowship Missions Office to any 
missionary seeking a missions agency, and to 
any pastor and church looking to do a better 
job of fulfilling the Great Commission around 
the world.

ROBERT STEPHENSON
PASTOR • SPRINGFIELD, MO
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HEALTH CARE
By Mike Duff
Medical Plan Manager

The Mission Office maintains a self-
funded Medical Plan for all Career and 

Retired Missionaries. The Medical Plan is 
administered by International Medical Group 
(IMG) and covers our missionaries stateside or 
on any mission field around the world. Over 
the past three years, IMG has processed a 
yearly average of $3.68 million in medical 
claims for our missionaries. 

The current plan has a $750 deductible 
and an 80/20 co-insurance for the first 
$5,000 in services. There are two deductibles 
and co-insurances applied per family. The 
maximum family out of pocket for contracted 
services is $3,500 per year. For treatment 
received outside the United States the $750 
deductible is not applied.

For stateside coverage, the Medical 
Plan works with First Health Network as a 
Preferred Provider Organization (PPO). Last 
year through contracted and negotiated 
discounts, First Health saved the Medical Plan 
over $1,200,000.

The monthly deduction also includes 

MISSIONARY KIDS
By Jill Wolf
Project Manager

In order to support and strengthen the well-
being of the missionary family as a whole, 

and foster their success in ministry, the 
Mission Office MK Team works to:

• initiate an encouraging relationship with 
MKs through a welcome gift at the onset 
of Missionary Approvals 

• connect and nurture our BBFI MKs with 
an established identity

• tutor parents on tips for parenting MKs
• train and deepen bonds during the 

Annual Missionary Reunion  
As teens, MKs may begin to look 

toward transitioning to the United States. 
We provide educational materials that 
address college selection and preparation, 
managing finances, finding employment, 
choosing a church, establishing residency, 
and understanding US culture. This year we 
also assisted incoming college freshmen 
by providing them with a workbook and 
mentorship, gift cards to help with expenses, 
and we have connected with them on 
multiple college campuses through personal 
visits and social media.

An adult MK has a great deal to 
offer mission efforts, faith organizations, 
international businesses, government, 
diplomacy, and education. We encourage you 
to financially partner with us to assist them in 
successfully navigating their many transitions 
and reach their full potential. 

MISSIONARIES

Emergency Medical Evacuations managed 
through Intana. International medical 
evacuations are incredibly complex and can 
cost over $150,000. With our plan, Intana 
can execute an evacuation from almost any 
country in the world at no additional cost to 
the missionary. Intana’s services protect our 
missionaries physically and financially. 

If a missionary experiences critical or 
chronic health issues, IMG offers Large Case 
Management. This service assigns a Case 
Manager (doctor/RN) to the missionary to 
monitor all claims and treatments and is 
available for consultation, if needed. Our 
missionaries have noted this service to be 
very beneficial. One was quoted to say, “They 
really cared about me.”

The monthly Medical Plan deduction also 
includes a basic life insurance policy through 
Standard Life. 

Over the last nine years wherein we 
have worked with IMG, they have done an 
incredible job of caring for our missionaries 
around the world. 

H O W  T H E  M I S S I O N 
O F F I C E  S E R V E S :

AT NO ADDITIONAL COST 
TO THE MISSIONARY.

Number of Fellowship-owned homes the
 Mission Office maintains around the world85

$150,000.
With our plan, Intana can execute an evacuation 

from almost any country in the world

International medical evacuations are 
incredibly complex and can cost over
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MAIL SERVICES
By Mike Duff
Mailroom Manager

The Mission Office mail room is a 
conduit between the States and 

the mission field for mail from family, 
churches, and businesses.

Each morning we receive several 
sacks of mail and packages to sort, 
looking for envelopes containing 
contributions and “request to catch 
items” from missionaries. 

A mail file is maintained for each 
missionary family. Their mail is placed 
in the file and sent to them twice a 
month. The average cost of providing 
this service to our missionaries each 
year is over $30,000.

The Mission Office absorbs the 
cost of sending first class mail such 
as letters and cards. Each missionary 
has a bulk mail form on file to indicate 
any magazines or catalogs they would 
like forwarded to them at their own 
expense.

We also mail packages (at their 
cost) to the field for our missionaries. 
Most missionaries can access the 
internet to order supplies from 
companies like Amazon, but often 
these companies will not ship overseas 
or will greatly upcharge to do so. 
Through our business relationship with 
FedEx, we can get legal documents or 
packages anywhere in the world in 1-3 
days at discounted prices.

The cost of mailing prayer 
letters from the field has increased 
dramatically. One missionary was 
paying over $4.00 each to mail prayer 
letters from the field. We encourage 
missionaries to box their letters each 
month and ship them to the Mission 
Office where we can process them for 
$0.46 each. A dramatic savings when 
you are talking about 100 letters.

The Mail Room also processes and 
ships orders for Faith Promise materials 
and mails 4,000 – 6,000 contribution 
receipts each month.

The yearly cost of providing these 
services (and more) exceeds $150,000.

WEB SECURITY
By Kena Mann
IT Manager

Web security contains many layers and when one is forgotten, it leaves a 
catastrophic hole into which attackers gain access to internal network 

information. Protecting a website against a denial of service attack, locking down user 
data or restricting parts of your website to authorized access are only a few steps 
to take. Web security also includes guarding public assets with firewalls, educating 
employees, implementing strong policies, data encryption, and so much more.

The Mission Office has devices in place that perform the security functions listed 
and more. Internal systems can be monitored down to the driver level with network 
device reports and logs reviewed daily. External network scanning is also performed 
with the findings remediated as quickly as possible.  Our top goal is to stay ahead of 
the threat landscape.

While no company is free from attacks, we take the securing of our assets as a 
serious responsibility.

Kena has worked in the IT industry since 2001 and has held several IT 
certifications over the years.

We are so grateful for the Mission Office for 
a variety of reasons.  A year and a half ago, 
we came to candidate school, knowing next to 
nothing about the BBFI, and knowing no one in 
the home office. 

During our time there we were blown away 
at what a helpful, caring, loving organization 
we were joining.  We were amazed at how the 
singular focus of every person in the office was 
to care for and help the missionaries so that they 
could focus on spreading the gospel all around 
the world.  

We are so grateful you take time every day 
to pray for us as we serve around the world.  
Your investment into training us, efforts to help 
us avoid problems with the IRS, and provision 
of opportunities to learn and grow, all make the 
BBFI Mission Office one of a kind. We are so 
grateful to be a part of this organization and to 
be partnered with you in spreading the Gospel 
in Bolivia and around the world.  

JEREMY EULBERG
MISSIONARY • BOLIVIA

F I R S T H A N D :
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We have been missionaries now, for almost 33 
years, and in that time the talented team at the 
BBFI Mission Office has literally kept us on the 
field on four separate occasions when hostile 
governments were poised to send us out of their 
particular countries.  With their many years of 
experience on the mission fields of the world 
and their legal and professional knowledge, 
they were able to provide the many requested 
documents and information needed to keep 
us on the field winning souls and establishing 
churches.  

Not only that, but I have personally 
benefited from their spiritual guidance and 
counsel. Twice, I have been so discouraged 
by the lack of tangible results, that I seriously 
thought about leaving the field. On two other 
occasions, we have been confronted by 

CANDIDATE SCHOOL Our missionary 
candidates come from a variety of 
backgrounds, so the development of 
qualifications in Bible, doctrine, and ministry 
made at the local church level are key 
prerequisites. Candidate School is two 
intensive one-week segments designed to 
prepare new missionary candidates for the 
many areas of ministry they will encounter. 
During this time, the Mission Office staff 
evaluates the candidates to determine if there 
are any gaps in preparations before moving 
forward in the application process.

Topics range from personal spiritual 
development to Mission Office procedures 
to deputation challenges. A large portion 
of time is spent explaining how the Mission 
Office helps missionaries with finances and 
the reporting process. Candidate School 
classes focus on challenges such as learning 
a new language, children’s education on 
the field, and handling security threats and 
assessments. We believe these practical 
helps better prepare our missionaries for the 
journey ahead of them.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT As the 
world has changed, so have the challenges 
for missionaries as they travel. The Mission 
Office offers safety and security training for 
foreign travel as one more way of preparing 
and protecting our missionaries. 

When it comes to continuing education, 
many missionaries can now do courses 
online through colleges. Similarly, the Mission 
Office is currently considering ways to 
provide practical continued education for our 
missionaries. For example, governmental and 
banking changes in the States and abroad 
take place on a continual basis. With each 
change, missionaries need to be updated 
and educated. 

It is common practice in many 
professions for individuals to continue their 
studies in order to stay up to date and be 
the best at what they do. Should any less 
be expected of God’s servants who carry 
the greatest message of divine hope to the 
nations? The Mission Office desires to be a 
valuable tool in preparation and continued 
development for BBFI missionaries and 
churches.

challenges that we could not resolve. In 
every one of these situations, the staff guided 
me through the word of God and with their 
vast experience in the ministry to help me not 
only stay on the field, but advance forward 
in the cause of Christ. Their godly counsel 
and decades of experience are treasures 
that should not be squandered or taken for 
granted.  

That is why we have supported these 
dear servants of Christ for many years in 
prayer and financial support. They are the 
unsung heroes of the strong right arm of the 
BBFI. Let’s pray for them on a daily basis and 
support them financially on a monthly basis!  
It is an investment that will produce eternal 
dividends!

MARK HALE
MISSIONARY • PORTUGAL

F I R S T H A N D :

28
Average years of 
service for all current 
BBFI career missionaries

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT
By T. Long
Associate Director
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Thirteen years after the world witnessed 
a landscape of tsunami destruction 

in Phuket, Thailand, the beautifully rebuilt 
destination became the location for the 
second BBFI missionary regional retreat, 
September 25-29, 2017.  Thirty-two 
missionaries from six countries gathered 
for a week of encouragement, inspiration, 
and relaxation. Thanks to churches 
and individuals who contributed to the 
Missionary Care Offering, the only cost to 
the missionaries was their travel to Phuket. 
All their other expenses for the retreat were 
covered.

By keeping the attendance for this week 
smaller, Jenell and I, along with pastor Carl 
Hughes and his wife, Melanie, were able 
to interact with the missionaries on a more 
personal level. While we ministered to the 
adults, Sydney Bender, Lyndsey Jones, and 
Javier and Tiffany Hidalgo ministered to their 
children.  

We spent time studying God’s Word, 
hearing testimonies, in prayer and, of course, 
ample amounts of relaxing, shopping, and 
beach activities. Because of the generous 
investment of a few churches and individuals, 
we could give “fun money” to each 

1,819
missionary to spend as wisely or frivolously 
as they desired. Our missionaries were so 
appreciative of all who gave to make this 
time meaningful for them and their families.  

Those who invest in the Missionary Care 
Offering and those who responded to my 
special request to finance the “Recreation 
Fund” enabled the Mission Office and me to 
invest in the lives of these fellow servants as 
a part of missionary care.  Who knows, your 
investment may have just saved a marriage, a 
family, or a ministry. Thank you for expressing 
your care in a tangible way by giving to the 
Missionary Care Offering.

“This retreat was a huge encouragement 
to us! We really feel that this retreat 
came at the exact right time for us.”

BBFI REGIONAL ASIA RETREAT
By Steve Bender
Associate Director

Missionaries approved since 1950

“The first day we were tired, 
we just wanted to sleep 
without feeling guilty.”

“We knew we needed to get away and refresh but we didn’t 
realize how badly we needed it until we were there. It was 
such a blessing to be around “family” who is facing some 
of the same issues we are and can encourage one another. 
Thank you for arranging and financing this time away.”

“Honestly, the month leading up to the retreat was the 
hardest month I have experienced on the field. I was 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually drained but this retreat 
came at the most perfect time so that I could go back to my 
ministries truly refreshed and encouraged to continue on.”

“We have nothing to say but great 
things!  Success! So generous! Very 
refreshing! Encouraging!”

“I was tremendously exhausted. 
My sole purpose of going to Phuket 
was to see other missionaries. 
Going to the mall was a bonus.”
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WORLD MISSION FORUM
By Craig Stevenson 

In April 2017, the Mission Office challenged 
the students and faculty of Baptist Bible 

College to think “Beyond Borders” at the 
World Mission Forum. Breakout sessions, 
main sessions, and special events were all 
hosted at the Mission Office. Matt Keller, 

BBFI MISSIONS APP
By Kena Mann
IT Manager

Available for Apple and Android devices, the 
BBFI Missions app easily connects users 

to the Mission Office and the BBFI missionaries 
with four main tabs at the top of the app. 

Events. Here you can find all Mission 
Office events, contribution cut off dates, and 
hours of operation (including holiday closures).

Connect. Under this tab you can contact 
the Mission Office, search missionaries by 
name or country, search missionaries by using 

a map, and find links to the Mission Office 
websites. Under the “Connect” tab, each 
missionary has a profile that includes a 
picture, field of service, sending church, and 
email address. Some missionary profiles 
have a short bio, along with questions and 
answers, to get to know them better – their 
favorite books, where they like to eat or shop, 
why they surrendered to missions, what their 
favorite verse is, etc. Users can “favorite” 

missionaries to connect quicker via the pop-
out menu. 

Watch. See videos about the Mission 
Office and missionaries around the world.  

More. Here you can find  the Mission 
Office’s purpose statement along with 
contact information.  

App notifications can be found under 
the pop-out menu in case a user has 
either turned off notifications or missed a 
notification.  

Quick links to our Facebook, Twitter, and 
YouTube channel are listed at the top of the 
app to allow users to connect quickly to our 
social media.   

pastor of Calvary Bible Baptist Church in 
Columbus, OH, was the main speaker and his 
series through the story of Jonah challenged 
the students to renew their desire to be 
involved in world missions. One evening 
was themed International Prayer Night and 

2020SAVE THE DATE

included messages on why we pray and how 
to pray for our missionaries. The night was 
capped off with prayer and an international 
food sampling. The Mission Office staff is 
proud to partner with Baptist Bible College 
for the World Mission Forum each Spring.
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MISSION TRIPS
By Craig Stevenson 

The BBFI Mission Office has five areas of 
importance that drive all mission trips.

• Be a blessing to the host missionary 
and their family.

• Be challenging and spiritually 
impactful for trip participants.

• Be focused on relationships with 
people regardless of the type of 
ministry.

• Be focused on spreading the Gospel.

• Be focused on the history and 
culture of the country with an 
understanding of how that i s 
impacts the Gospel.

With those in mind, the BBFI Mission Office led 
a team of 28 individuals from six states on a mission 
trip to Romania in July 2017. Our team served in a 
VBS and a family carnival in the church in the village 
of Rogova that saw close to 150 kids hear the Gospel, 
play games, and get connected to believers in their 
community. We also had the privilege of clearing out 
the backyard of the church for use as an outdoor play 
area for children, as well as finishing a youth room that 
will be used to reach teenagers for years to come. 

In the city of Severin, our team provided a 
family carnival and had over 100 children (plus family 
members) attend. They heard the Gospel, played 
games, and connected with our missionaries and 
other believers in the church. 

After five days of ministry, we drove to the 
central part of Romania to visit several famous places 
including the Bran Castle (Dracula’s Castle), the city 
of Brasov, and the Peles Castle. It was an incredible 
trip that we trust will have a lasting impact on the 
Romanian people as well as the American team that 
came together for the purpose of reaching people 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The older I become, and the more I become involved 
in ministry, the more I am thankful for the work of the 
Mission Office Staff. Here are seven reasons why I am 
thankful.

They are friendly. Every time I go there, I am greeted 
warmly. One of the ladies even baked me a pie!

Their advice is helpful. When I was trying to solve a 
serious problem, advice from Jon Konnerup guided 
me in the direction of the best solution.

They are efficient. Whenever I ask for their 
assistance, they are quick to comply with my requests. 
When the Kokura church applied for a loan for our new 
building, the staff processed the loan immediately.

They are encouraging. Every month, Jon Konnerup 
sends a letter of encouragement that always seems to 
arrive when just when I need it.

The Missionary Care ministry is excellent. Recently I 
had a chance to witness this with my own eyes when 
Steve Bender and I visited missionary Bill Neel in the 
hospital just a few days before he went home to be 
with the Lord.

They keep me connected with my missionary 
friends. I have not seen some of my missionary friends 
in years, but the Mission Office sends regular updates 
that keep me informed about their health and prayer 
requests.

Their spiritual ministry is a blessing. When the 
Kokura church celebrated its 30th anniversary, Bro. 
Konnerup was our guest speaker and brought two 
excellent messages. Steve Bender and his wife, Jenell, 
were our special speakers for this year’s Summer 
Camp, and their ministry was a great blessing to the 
churches in Kyushu.

By the way, I show my thanks by sending monthly 
support to the Mission Office.

KEN BOARD
MISSIONARY • JAPAN

7REASONS
F I R S T H A N D :

I AM 
THANKFUL 
FOR THE 
MISSION 
OFFICE

WATCH VIDEO
RECAP FROM
ROMANIA
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MIKE 
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MEDIA
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DUFF

MEDICAL/MAILROOM
MANAGER
FAITH PROMISE ORDERS

JACQUE 
BURKHOLDER

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

WIRES 
TRANSACTIONS

OFFICIAL LETTERS
APOSTILLES

NOTARY FOR MISSIONARIES

TAMMY 
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DEPARTMENT

ONLINE DONATIONS

MISSION 
OFFICE
STAFF

BOB 
KOTULSKI

FINANCE
MANAGER
LOANS
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QUARTERLY REPORTS

VICKI 
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RECEPTIONIST
MAINTAIN MISSIONARY INFORMATION
APARTMENT SCHEDULING

PAM 
KONNERUP

OFFICE
 ASSISTANT

TEACH MISSIONARY WIVES
 DURING CANDIDATE 

SCHOOL AND REUNION
SEND CARDS

RECEIVE PRAYER LETTERS

PROCESS ONLINE DONATIONS  SCHEDULE CONTACTS FOR MISSIONARY 
CARE  TRANSCRIBE AND MAINTAIN RECORDS OF NATIONAL MEETING 
MINUTES  CRISIS ACTION TEAM AND SECURITY TRAINING  PROVIDE 
CONTRIBUTION HISTORY  MONTHLY AND YEARLY STATEMENTS  
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  ORGANIZE INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL RETREATS  
BBFI CONTACT DIRECTORY (ALSO AVAILABLE IN HARDCOPY)  PROCESS 
YEARLY 1099’S  MAINTAIN (5)  GENERAL LEDGERS, SUBSIDIARY LEDGERS, 
AND COST CENTERS  ANNUAL MISSIONARY CARE GOLF TOURNAMENT 
FUNDRAISER  ACCESS TO MISSIONARY PROFILES AND INFORMATION 

ON WEBSITE  FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS FOR MISSIONARIES  PAYROLL PROCESSING  PROCESS 
AND RECEIPT CONTRIBUTIONS  WIRE FUNDS AS NEEDED  DOCUMENT IMAGING  ADMINISTER TEAM 
PROGRAM  RESEARCH AND RESOLVE DISCREPANCIES IN DONATIONS  RESOLVE BANK ISSUES/
PROBLEMS  MANAGE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTER SYSTEMS  MAINTAIN CURRENT 
DONOR AND CHURCH DATA  REMIT QUARTERLY TAX PAYMENTS  MANAGE COMPANY WAN/LAN/
WLAN  PREPARE DOCUMENTATION REGARDING ENDORSEMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS FOR CHAPLAINS  
DONOR CONTRIBUTION REPORTS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST  ACH TRANSFERS  MANAGE NETWORK 
SECURITY  PROCESS REQUESTS FOR LABELS  ASSISTANCE WITH FOREIGN GOVERNMENT AND BANK 
REQUIREMENTS  MANAGE COMPANY PHONE SYSTEM AND WORLD-WIDE COMMUNICATIONS  EXPEDITE 
EMERGENCY FUNDS TO THE MISSIONARY, AS NEEDED  MINISTRY, AUTO, EMERGENCY LOANS AND 
MEDICAL EXPENSE ADVANCES  KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH NEW TECHNOLOGIES  MISSIONARY KID (MK) 
MINISTRY  MANAGE COMPLIANCE WITH US TAX LAWS  NOTARY PUBLIC AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
SERVICES  MAINTAIN FILES AND LISTS OF NATIONAL DIRECTOR, STATE CHAIRMEN, AND FIELD 
REPRESENTATIVES  MISSION CONFERENCE DESIGN PACKS  BUDGETING ADVICE  UPDATE MISSIONS 
POLICY HANDBOOK  FAITH PROMISE RESOURCES  FINANCIAL GUIDANCE FOR RETIRED MISSIONARIES  
MAINTAIN MISSION OFFICE INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATE USLG/SMORS/STEP PROGRAMS  KIDZ4MKZ 
MEDIA AND PUBLICATIONS  MISSIONARY MONTHLY REPORTS  MAINTAIN HISTORICAL LIST OF BBFI 
OFFICERS  ADMINISTER CHAPLAIN PROGRAM  WORLD MISSIONS POSTERS  ACQUIRE APOSTILLES 
AUTHENTICATIONS  CREATE AND MAINTAIN ACCESS DATABASES  COMMUNICATE REGULARLY WITH 
MISSIONARIES VIA EMAILS/CALLS/CARDS  BROCHURES AND VIDEOS  CLOSE OUT MONTH END 
ACCOUNTING  MAINTAIN BUILDING AND GROUNDS  WORK WITH SENDING PASTORS AND CHURCHES   
PROVIDE OFFICIAL LETTERS AS NEEDED  PURCHASE SUPPLIES  RECRUITMENT IN COLLEGES  ASSIST 
WITH MISSIONARY BOOKINGS  DEPUTATION FUEL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  WRITE SQL QUERIES 
FOR REPORTS AND WEBSITE INFORMATION  VISIT MISSION FIELDS TO PROVIDE ENCOURAGEMENT 
AND GUIDANCE AS NEEDED  MISSIONARY CARE ASSISTANCE  ADMINISTRATE DISABILITY FUND FOR 
ACTIVE MISSIONARIES  WRITE,  MAINTAIN, AND PUBLISH CRYSTAL REPORTS FOR THE OFFICE STAFF 
AND OUR WEBSITE  KIDZ4MKZ PROGRAM  RECEIVE/REVIEW/FILE QUARTERLY REPORTS  MAINTAIN 
VARIOUS DATABASE CODES  RECEIVE,  READ AND STORE MISSIONARY PRAYER LETTERS  MISSION 
TRIP ASSISTANCE  ASSISTANCE WITH THE QR APP-TROUBLESHOOTING ANY DIFFICULTIES  DESIGN 
AND CREATE ORGANIZED STORAGE OF ELECTRONIC DATA  ONLINE MISSION OFFICE DOCUMENTS 
AND FINANCIAL REPORTS  MISSION CONFERENCE SPEAKERS  HANDLE QUESTIONS AND CHANGES 
RELATED TO PERSONAL COMPENSATION OR QUARTERLY REPORTS  MAINTAIN SECURE ELECTRONIC 
DATA BACKUP  MISSIONARY AWARD TRACKING FOR YEARS OF SERVICE  PROCESS SENDING CHURCH 
CHANGES BBFI HOME MAINTENANCE PROGRAM  COMPILE AND MAINTAIN HISTORICAL DATA  DISASTER 
RELIEF  OVERSEE RECRUITMENT OF FIELD REPS, THEN KEEP THEM INFORMED OF SITUATIONS  
WORLDWIDE MEDICAL COVERAGE INCLUDING EMERGENCY MEDICAL EVACUATION  SECURE NETWORK 
FOR CAN MISSIONARY COMMUNICATION  RECEIVE AND FILE TRI-ANNUAL REPORTS FOR CHAPLAINS  
PROCESS FUNDS FOR DISASTER RELIEF  LIFE INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT OPTIONS  OVERSEE 
MISSION OFFICE INTERNS  ADMINISTRATE BBFI MISSIONS WEBSITES:  GOBBFIMISSIONS.COM AND 
BBFIMISSIONS.COM  PROCESS FIRST-CLASS MAIL AND FORWARD DOMESTIC PACKAGES TO FIELD  
CREATION OF MISSION OFFICE PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS  ASSISTANCE WITH MINISTRY PRESENTATIONS  
STAY CONNECTED THROUGH MISSION OFFICE SOCIAL MEDIA  ONSITE,  AFFORDABLE MISSIONARY 
APARTMENTS  ANNUAL AUDIT PREPARATION  ORGANIZE CHRISTMAS PROJECT FOR BBC MISSION 
STUDENT FAMILY  MANAGE INCOMING ELECTRONIC INQUIRIES  CANDIDATE SCHOOL AND ANNUAL 
MISSIONARY FAMILY REUNION  MANAGE MISSION OFFICE BUDGET  PROVIDE MISSION OFFICE TOURS  

WATCH THE 
MISSION OFFICE 
OVERVIEW VIDEO
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POLICY HANDBOOK  FAITH PROMISE RESOURCES  FINANCIAL GUIDANCE FOR RETIRED MISSIONARIES  
MAINTAIN MISSION OFFICE INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATE USLG/SMORS/STEP PROGRAMS  KIDZ4MKZ 
MEDIA AND PUBLICATIONS  MISSIONARY MONTHLY REPORTS  MAINTAIN HISTORICAL LIST OF BBFI 
OFFICERS  ADMINISTER CHAPLAIN PROGRAM  WORLD MISSIONS POSTERS  ACQUIRE APOSTILLES 
AUTHENTICATIONS  CREATE AND MAINTAIN ACCESS DATABASES  COMMUNICATE REGULARLY WITH 
MISSIONARIES VIA EMAILS/CALLS/CARDS  BROCHURES AND VIDEOS  CLOSE OUT MONTH END 
ACCOUNTING  MAINTAIN BUILDING AND GROUNDS  WORK WITH SENDING PASTORS AND CHURCHES   
PROVIDE OFFICIAL LETTERS AS NEEDED  PURCHASE SUPPLIES  RECRUITMENT IN COLLEGES  ASSIST 
WITH MISSIONARY BOOKINGS  DEPUTATION FUEL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  WRITE SQL QUERIES 
FOR REPORTS AND WEBSITE INFORMATION  VISIT MISSION FIELDS TO PROVIDE ENCOURAGEMENT 
AND GUIDANCE AS NEEDED  MISSIONARY CARE ASSISTANCE  ADMINISTRATE DISABILITY FUND FOR 
ACTIVE MISSIONARIES  WRITE,  MAINTAIN, AND PUBLISH CRYSTAL REPORTS FOR THE OFFICE STAFF 
AND OUR WEBSITE  KIDZ4MKZ PROGRAM  RECEIVE/REVIEW/FILE QUARTERLY REPORTS  MAINTAIN 
VARIOUS DATABASE CODES  RECEIVE,  READ AND STORE MISSIONARY PRAYER LETTERS  MISSION 
TRIP ASSISTANCE  ASSISTANCE WITH THE QR APP-TROUBLESHOOTING ANY DIFFICULTIES  DESIGN 
AND CREATE ORGANIZED STORAGE OF ELECTRONIC DATA  ONLINE MISSION OFFICE DOCUMENTS 
AND FINANCIAL REPORTS  MISSION CONFERENCE SPEAKERS  HANDLE QUESTIONS AND CHANGES 
RELATED TO PERSONAL COMPENSATION OR QUARTERLY REPORTS  MAINTAIN SECURE ELECTRONIC 
DATA BACKUP  MISSIONARY AWARD TRACKING FOR YEARS OF SERVICE  PROCESS SENDING CHURCH 
CHANGES BBFI HOME MAINTENANCE PROGRAM  COMPILE AND MAINTAIN HISTORICAL DATA  DISASTER 
RELIEF  OVERSEE RECRUITMENT OF FIELD REPS, THEN KEEP THEM INFORMED OF SITUATIONS  
WORLDWIDE MEDICAL COVERAGE INCLUDING EMERGENCY MEDICAL EVACUATION  SECURE NETWORK 
FOR CAN MISSIONARY COMMUNICATION  RECEIVE AND FILE TRI-ANNUAL REPORTS FOR CHAPLAINS  
PROCESS FUNDS FOR DISASTER RELIEF  LIFE INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT OPTIONS  OVERSEE 
MISSION OFFICE INTERNS  ADMINISTRATE BBFI MISSIONS WEBSITES:  GOBBFIMISSIONS.COM AND 
BBFIMISSIONS.COM  PROCESS FIRST-CLASS MAIL AND FORWARD DOMESTIC PACKAGES TO FIELD  
CREATION OF MISSION OFFICE PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS  ASSISTANCE WITH MINISTRY PRESENTATIONS  
STAY CONNECTED THROUGH MISSION OFFICE SOCIAL MEDIA  ONSITE,  AFFORDABLE MISSIONARY 
APARTMENTS  ANNUAL AUDIT PREPARATION  ORGANIZE CHRISTMAS PROJECT FOR BBC MISSION 
STUDENT FAMILY  MANAGE INCOMING ELECTRONIC INQUIRIES  CANDIDATE SCHOOL AND ANNUAL 
MISSIONARY FAMILY REUNION  MANAGE MISSION OFFICE BUDGET  PROVIDE MISSION OFFICE TOURS  

197
YEARS COMBINED TENURE OF 

MISSION OFFICE STAFF
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cobbling shoes, and running a very 
small school. Though born and raised in 
obscurity in a nearby village, this young 
man had been touched by God. Because 
of his conviction that the Bible required 
that baptism be only for believers and only 
by immersion, he associated himself with 
the Baptists. That young man was William 
Carey (1761-1834).

Carey was an avid reader of books 
by Captain Cook who on his various 
sea voyages discovered new lands with 
strange animals, geologic wonders, and new people who 
spoke unrecorded languages. Most importantly from Carey’s 
perspective, they neither knew God nor had the knowledge of 
the Gospel. As Carey read his Bible, and read Cook, he came 
to understand his personal responsibility to do all he could to 
take the Gospel message to these still in darkness. Carey made 
his own paper wall map of the world, and as each new land and 
people came to his knowledge, he added to his map the location 
and the total numbers of souls, recording their spiritual state - 
“Romanists” and more often “pagans.”  

As he worked, he prayed fervently over the map, and his 
burden grew more intense. As he instructed his handful of pupils 
about world geography, he wept over the peoples of these lands, 
noting their multitudes and lamenting, “and they are pagans!  
Pagans!” And he studied languages - Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 
French, Dutch, and more. Without a teacher, without assistance, 
without much encouragement he labored in the languages. He 
was a man driven.

Carey sought to instill in other Baptist pastors’ hearts the 
burden that God had laid on his own soul, but he was met with 
cold discouragement. Some, on the basis of certain theological 

In February 2007, I visited the village of Moulton in the English 
Midlands, about an hour north of London. There is no great 

cathedral there, nor was it the site of a famous battle. It is not a 
seat of learning and has no natural wonders to fill the visitor’s 
gaze. But some remarkable events did occur here - not as the 
world would view them, but as a Christian would - in the 1780s.

From 1785 to 1789, the small and struggling Baptist church 
near the village’s edge was led by a rather short, virtually bald, just 
in his mid-20s, pastor who had no formal college or university 
training. He struggled to provide for a 
growing family on a meager salary, which 
he supplemented by working with leather 

presuppositions, dismissed his calls for action as unnecessary 
since God in His sovereignty would tend to the matter. Others 
dismissed the task as too large and too idealistic, and besides, 
who were they to undertake it? But Carey would not let the 
matter rest. After repeated rebuffs, finally, a Baptist missionary 
society was formed in 1792. Now if they could just find some 
missionaries to send! Carey proposed himself, and sailed for 
India, where he exhausted himself in 31 years of continuous labors 
for the Gospel’s sake, and in the process, became recognized as 

the world’s greatest linguist of that era. 
But back to Moulton.

The Baptist church in Moulton 
persists to this hour. The present 
structure yet includes some walls 
which existed in Carey’s day, with later 
additions and alterations. And nearby 
is the parsonage, the stone street-facing 
row house where Carey and his family 
lived; along one side is the room, perhaps 
not more than 15 by 7 feet, with a low 
ceiling, where Carey cobbled, instructed 
his charges, and prayed.  The water 
trough where Carey soaked his leather 
before working it is still there, white-

washed. The open beams of the ceiling are present -- many a 
devout heart-cry of intercession rose past these beams from 
Carey’s lips to the ear of God, as Carey wept over the pagans of 
this world. Carey’s workbench, some period leather tools and 
leather scraps found beneath the house’s floorboards, his pulpit, 
and the church minute book, with Carey’s notes in a beautiful 
and highly legible hand, are on display here, along with other 
memorabilia of this life which, under God, transformed forever 
the spiritual landscape of this world.

An obscure and outwardly unimpressive cobbler, without 
formal training, without money or influence in the world, and 
even viewed by his closest ministerial colleagues as an unrealistic 
visionary, such was young William Carey. Yet he prayed and 
listened to the voice of God. In this small, narrow room, which 
did triple duty as a cobbler’s shop, a school room, and a pastor’s 
prayer closet, William Carey prayed, and prayed with intensity 
and fervency, and see what God did!  Here William Carey prayed.

For those who wish to read about Carey, his life, and labors, I very 
highly recommend William Carey by Samuel Pearce Carey.

BAPTISThistory
WILLIAM CAREY PRAYED HERE 

By Doug Kutilek
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What is the key to 
spiritual growth in 
a new year?
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BIBLICAL WISDOM FOR A CONTEMPORARY WORLD

Kevin Carson serves as department 
chair of Biblical Counseling at Baptist 
Bible College and Theological Seminary 
in Springfield, MO. He is the pastor of 
Sonrise Baptist Church in Ozark, MO.

many things. What gets you down the path is 
choosing to do the next thing.

WHAT IS THE NEXT THING?
God wants us to pursue growth in godliness. 
In Philippians, Paul challenges us in two ways: 
1) “Only let your conduct be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27), and 2) “…But one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14). In both instances, Paul 
challenges the Christian to press toward living 
Christ-like or striving to live consistent with 
the Bible. Only worthy and one thing we do.

Notice this important distinction though. 
The one thing we do is not a magic formula. 
It is a lifestyle. It includes all kinds of good 
things which fall under the general category 
of pursuing growth, living worthy, and 
becoming Christ-like. The question for the 
Christian then becomes, “What is the next 
thing in my effort to pursue the one thing … 
Christlikeness?”

HOW DO I DETERMINE MY NEXT 
THING?
As you think about and ponder your specific 
circumstance or pressure (regardless of 
whether it is something that happened to you, 
an opportunity facing you, or working through 
your own past sin), there are two categories to 
consider as you determine the next thing.

A.By Kevin Carson

Your spiritual growth would be 
much easier if there was just one thing that 
could help you grow, unlock your spiritual 
life, or relieve the burden of daily struggle. 
Just one thing – a magic cure, a one-step 
process for sanctification, a fail-proof method. 
Many one things have been suggested like: 
remember God’s control works all things for 
your benefit, remind yourself of your identity 
in Christ, make sure you are accountable to 
someone, wage spiritual warfare, serve others 
daily, rehearse the gospel to yourself, walk in 
the Spirit, consider eternity, listen to good 
preaching, read your Bible daily, pray regularly, 
and the list could go on. These things are 
good things in and of themselves, but none of 
these things are the one thing to unlock your 
growth in Christ. To make progress along your 
spiritual journey requires hard work; there is 
no magic formula for growth. 

THE BETTER QUESTION
Instead of asking yourself, “What is the 
one thing that holds the key to my spiritual 
growth?” – ask yourself, “What is the next 
thing I need to do to grow spiritually?”

Consider this new year as a 365-day 
journey. The path ahead promises moments 
of joy, delight, blessing, and victory, alongside 
moments of sadness, challenge, adversity, and 
failure. As you travel along the path of this 
365-day journey, you will at times run, walk, 
stand, sit, and rest. To get to the end, you will 
not do just one thing; instead, you will do 

What is the right next thing? As you 
reflect on what to do next, determine to do 
the next right thing. There are many options 
as to what you may want to do. If you are 
responding to sin against you, you may want 
to return evil for evil. Possibly you are fighting 
bitterness and malice toward another person. 
You may be considering getting your pound 
of flesh. Hopefully though, Paul’s words 
encourage you to not just respond but to do 
the right thing, that choice that honors the 
Lord. Paul wrote, “Therefore, whether you 
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). James reminds us, 
“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and 
does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). So, 
do the right next thing.

What is the best next thing? Once you 
determine what is right, there may be multiple 
good options available to you. You now want 
to decide what is the best choice. Paul’s prayer 
for the Philippians was that their “love may 
abound still more and more in knowledge 
and all discernment, that you may approve 
the things that are excellent…” (Phil. 1:9-11). 
To approve what is excellent means to test the 
available options to conclude which one is 
best. As you do, also reflect on everyone else 
effected by your decision.

On your spiritual growth path this 
year, make this question a part of your 
daily self-reflection: “What is the right and 
best next thing as I pursue the one thing … 
Christlikeness?”



Jan/Feb 2018  |  Baptist Bible Tribune  |  23

Recently I was in a small Illinois town at 
dinner time. Noticing a Mexican restaurant, 

I thought I’d take a chance even though it was 
in the middle of nowhere. After a great meal, I 
talked to the man who took my money telling 
him I came from a neighborhood with a great 
Mexican restaurant on every block.  I told him 
his establishment ranked right up there.  

“Where do you live?” he asked. A brief 
exchange established that his brother lived only 
blocks from me. My point? The Mexican who 
lived blocks from me had a brother and other 
family members living and working out in this 
little town.  

I’m assuming you heartily believe “... God 
so loved the world He gave His only son ....”  We 
know Abraham was promised his seed would 
bless the nations.  The Bible uses the word 
nations 559 times.  

“Christianity started in Jerusalem not in 
Washington, D.C.

The Bible was not originally given in 
American English but in Hebrew and Greek.

Christianity is not tied to our nation nor is it 
the captive of any culture.

Real historic Biblical Christianity is 
multiracial, transcultural, and international.  
This is the faith of many faces and its truth is 
told in 1,000 tongues”, writes my father, pastor 
Vernon Lyons. Do you believe this?

Even today in Jerusalem, there is the Jewish 
Quarter, the Muslim Quarter, the Armenian 
Quarter, and the Christian Quarter. This kind of 
sectioning was not uncommon in ancient cities.  

In Acts 13, we get a glimpse of 1st century 
Antioch in the church leaders named. Barnabas 
was from Cyprus. Simeon was African. Lucius 
specifically North African, Manaen possibly 
a slave of Herod’s father, and Saul, a native 
of Asia Minor. Not only had the church 
been established, it had broken through the 
barriers of different cultures and social classes 
represented in the city. The Gospel overwhelmed 
these barriers and this reality was demonstrated 
in the leadership team.  What a great example!

Being Biblical

 by Charles Lyons, Pastor
Armitage Baptist Church, 

Chicago, Illinois
charles.lyons@armitagechurch.org

Our nation is changing dramatically and 
rapidly.  

More than 4 out of 10 U.S. millennials 
are non-white. - Christianity Today, July/
August 2014

Most kids in Illinois will be minorities 
by 2020. - Chicago Tribune, 9/18/16

Racial and ethnic minorities make up 
more than half the children born in the U.S. 
- Multiple sources

By 2043 Americans who identify 
themselves as Hispanic, Black, Asian, 
American Indian, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander will together outnumber 
non-Hispanic whites. - U.S. Census

Minorities, now 37% of the U.S. 
population, are projected to comprise 57% 
of the population by 2060.  

2.5% of American churches are 
multiethnic. - Right Color, Wrong Culture, 
Brian Loritts

Should we be more concerned about the 
country of our fathers or the faith of our fathers? 

In modern America, cities first experienced 
multiple cultures living in close proximity. The 
larger cities were the places immigrants and 
minority groups tended to gather. This urban 
reality has now become the American cultural 
reality. We see it in sports, music, education, 
entertainment, business. Young people are 
growing up in this reality. The accompanying 
visuals being the norm. At your church do they 
see any resemblance to what they see in their 
everyday world?

I can almost guarantee there are people 
unlike you close to where you live and serve.  
Remember, we’re not just talking about skin 
color or national origin. There are skinheads, 
bikers, skateboarders, meth heads, people who 

live in gated communities and people who live 
in mobile home parks. You are surrounded by 
multiple cultures. What are you doing to reach 
out of your culture to serve people not like you?

This is not some Christian side street mind 
you; this is the main highway of the Gospel.  
Go to all nations! It just so happens God has 
brought the nations to us. Can we ignore what 
God has done in making world evangelism so 
much easier?

Being biblical is more than just saying, “We 
believe the Bible.” It means deliberate, proactive 
reach beyond our comfort zone.

What are some things you can do? Look 
around your town, city, community, county with 
eyes for people not of your cultural group. Who 
are they? Where do they live? Where do they go 
to school? Where do they shop? Where do they 
work? Be a student.  Learn. Build relationships.  

This takes time. This may mean you go out 
of your way to get your nails done, your hair cut 
or your car serviced by people not like you. I 
deliberately drive out of my way to get my hair 
cut in a neighborhood dominated by a culture 
not represented in our church. I’m building 
relationship with that person and witnessing to 
Jesus’ saving power.

Every cultural group sponsors and 
participates in various events and activities. 
Part of your learning is finding out what they 
are, when they are, where they are so you can 
explore possible connection. The same goes for 
organizations which may be social, business, or 
religious or educational.  

Depending on who might be within your 
reach, surely this should be translated into 
prayer both personal and corporate.  

The gospel is transcultural.  We are 
called to be cross-cultural in 
our outreach.   If we are, our 
churches will be multicultural.  

BIBLICAL WISDOM FOR A CONTEMPORARY WORLD



24  |  Baptist Bible Tribune  |  Jan/Feb 2018

f e l l O w s h i p  n e w s

Heartland baptist church host regional meeting
AMES, IA

October 23-24 Randy Abell and Heartland Baptist Church in Ames, IA, 
hosted the Iowa BBF meeting. Pastors from Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, 
and Missouri attended. The theme of the meeting was local church 
outreach with keynote speakers Keith Gillming, pastor of Lighthouse 
Baptist Church in St. Louis, MO, and David McIntosh, pastor of Hillcrest 
Baptist Church in Muscatine, IA. Along with breakouts on outreach ideas, 
church websites, social media, and welcome ministries, Abell challenged 
each pastor to pair up with another pastor and gave them a quiz on their 
church’s website and Facebook page. Each guest was given a gift bag of 
outreach books, a copy of Outreach magazine, and several local favorites 
such as Iowa popcorn, beef jerky, honey, and more. 

•  Theologically conservative
•  42 Years experience in distance education
•  Low tuition – interest free payments
•  Offering bachelors, masters, doctorate 
 degrees online
•  Outstanding alumni around the world
•  Over 30 professors committed to offering 
 a first class off-campus program
•  Begin anytime, work at your own pace
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aurora baptist welcomes wwf hall of famer
AURORA, MO

September 29 through October 1, Aurora Baptist Temple hosted 
a weekend event with special guest Ted Dibiase, “The Million 
Dollar Man,” a World Wrestling Federation Hall of Fame inductee. 
Nathan Burch, pastor of Aurora Baptist, stated, “Our goal was to 
reach those who were fans of Ted or wrestling in general who do 
not attend church 
nor would come to a 
church for any other 
reason.” Almost 800 
attended the three-day 
event and six people 
accepted Christ.

Dibiase spent 30 
years in the wrestling 
industry as one of the 
“bad guys” breaking 
kids hearts by beating the crowd favorites, typically cheating along 
the way. His character was focused on money, fame, and personal 
glory. His real life looked very similar until he almost lost his 
marriage and family. Dibiase discovered a relationship with Jesus 
and surrendered his life to preaching the Gospel and sharing his 
story to help men and families focus on what really matters. 

park crest baptist celebrates 50 years
SPRINGFIELD, MO

On November 12, 2017 Park Crest Baptist Church celebrated 50 years 
of ministry in Springfield, MO. There were many special guests 
including all living former pastors, Mike Randall, Bob Perryman, 
and Gary Grey. Other special guests included BBFI president, Eddie 
Lyons, BBFI Mission Director via video, Jon Konnerup, Baptist Bible 
College president, Mark Milioni, BBFI Communication Director 
Randy Harp, and Springfield mayor, Ken McClure. 

Park Crest was a church plant out of South Side Baptist Church 
in Springfield, MO. South Side pastor Chadd Harkrider and the 
entire congregation joined Park Crest for a joint worship service. 
Special music was performed by Brandt and Staci Leich, former 
staff members who recently planted Life Church in the Orlando, FL, 
metro. Gary Grey delivered the sermon followed by current pastor 
Phil Housley challenging the church to move forward to do even 
greater things in the future. 

You can view the 50 year highlight at vimeo.com/242374540.

From left: the Harkriders, the Leichs, the Greys, the Housleys, the 
Perrymans, and the Randalls.
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With the Lord
SPRINGFIELD, MO
ElsiE May HErzog Boonstra
Elsie Boonstra, 91, went to meet her Savior 
November 29, 2017. She was born April 4, 1926 
in Syracuse, KS. She was born again in 1945, 
one year after graduating high school. She 
married Carl Boonstra May 25, 1947. Shortly 
after their wedding they moved to Fort Worth, 
TX, to attend Bible Baptist Seminary. She served 
alongside her husband as he pastored churches 
in Texas and Colorado. 

In 1972 Carl Boonstra was selected as the 
third Mission Director of the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship International. Elsie traveled to 
over 50 countries with her husband visiting 
missionaries. She was known for the birthday 
cards missionaries and their children would 
receive from her each year. She faithfully served 
at her husband’s side during their 70 years of 
ministry together. 

She is survived by her husband, Carl, three 
children, seven grandchildren, and fourteen 
great-grandchildren. Services were held 
December 4, 2017 in Springfield, MO.

GRAPEVINE, TX
BEcky DonE
Becky Done, 55, went home to be with her 
Lord and Savior December 5, 2017. She was 
born October 11, 1962 in Florida. She married 
Ralph Done in 1981. In 1986 their family of four 
moved to Hong Kong as BBFI church planting 
missionaries. While there Becky taught at Hang 
Sang Bank School of Commerce and Hong 
Kong International School. 

She is survived by her husband, three 
daughters, and three grandchildren. Services 
were held December 8, 2017 in North Richland 
Hills, TX. 

TAIPEI, TAIWAN
canDycE ann JanzEn HoMEr
Candyce Homer, 63, was called home to heaven 
December 5, 2017. She was born June 21, 1954 in 
Portland, OR. She completed the concentrated 
mission courses at Pacific Coast Baptist Bible 
College in 1981 and her and her husband, David, 
were approved as BBFI missionaries to Hong 
Kong in 1982. In 2000, they changed fields to 
USLG (United States Language Group) and 
then in 2004 changed their field to Taiwan. 

She is survived by her husband, six 
children, and ten grandchildren. Services were 
held December 17, 2017 in Taipei City, Taiwan. 

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Donna lEE lyons
Donna Lyons, 81, passed from this life on 
August 28, 2017. She was born in Detroit, MI 
April 17, 1936. She was saved and surrendered to 
ministry at Temple Baptist Church of Detroit. 
After graduating high school she enrolled 
at Baptist Bible College where she met her 
husband, Boyd. They were married in 1955. 

After graduating from BBC, they moved to 
New York to plant a church, then to Georgia and 
finally to Florida to plant another church. They 
surrendered to be missionaries in 1963 and two 
years later boarded a ship along with their three 
children for a 21-day trip to Manila, Philippines 
where they remained the next 52 years. She was 
a chalk artist and used her talent to present the 
Gospel. She was also a Bible college professor, 
led in women’s ministry and started a medical 
ministry. Her and her husband had a part in 
started over 300 churches. 

She is survived by her husband of 61 years, 
three children, fourteen grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. Services were held 
October 12, 2017 in Manila, Philippines and 
November 2, 2017 in Springfield, MO. 

SPRINGFIELD, MO
DorotHy ElizaBEtH HoogE MErritt
Dorothy Merritt, 85, passed from this life 
November 7, 2017. She was born September 8, 
1932 in Hardin, CO. At the age of 16 she went 
with her parents to the Philippines. Returning 
home after one term, she entered Baptist Bible 
College and was the first “missionary kid” to 
attend the college. After graduating in 1953 she 
returned to the Philippines as a single BBFI 
missionary. 

She later returned to Springfield, MO to 
serve as the registrar for Baptist Bible College. It 
was here that she met her husband, Bill Merritt, 
who was a widower with four children. They 
married in 1966. In 1971 the family of six went as 
missionaries to the Philippines. 

She is survived by her husband of 51 years, 
five children, and nine grandchildren. Services 
were held November 11 in Springfield, MO. 

CROWELL, TX
DonniE EtHaniEl MillEr
Donnie Miller, 85, moved to his eternal home in 
heaven November 16, 2017. He was born  
October 15, 1932 in Lubbock, TX. He married Jesse 
Smith in 1954 and immediately enrolled at Baptist 
Bible College, graduating in 1957. He received a 
Doctor of Divinity from Universal Bible Institute 
in 1974. 

Upon graduating from BBC, he returned 
to Lubbock and started Victory Baptist Church, 
pastoring there for 23 years. He later organized 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in Wolfforth, TX, 
pastoring there until 1981. He pastored other 
Texas churches in Crowell, Mineola, and Dawn. 
He spent the last years of his life serving as a 
hospice chaplain. 

He is survived by his second wife, Peggy 
Miller, one daughter, one son, four stepsons, 
fifteen grandchildren, eleven great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-grandchildren. Services were 
held November 27, 2017 in Gainesville, TX.  

. 
SPRINGFIELD, MO
DaviD MooDy
David Moody, 83, went to be with his Lord and 
Savior November 24, 2017. He was born July 29, 
1934 in Morganton, NC. He was an 18-year veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force serving in the Korean, 
Vietnam, and Desert Storm wars. 

David and his wife, Mary, both accepted 
Christ as Savior in a mission church in the 
Philippines in 1958. They served as BBFI 
missionaries for 50 years in the Philippines, 
England, Hawaii, and New Zealand. He was a 
member of Bible Baptist Church in Republic, MO. 

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, one 
daughter, five sons, eight grandchildren, and 
eleven great-grandchildren. Services were held 
December 2, 2017 in Springfield, MO. 

Hearts for God    F O U N D A T I O N
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FRUITLAND PARK, FL
roBErt “BuDDy” Mullis
Robert Mullis, 79, passed away November 27, 
2017. He was born in Miami, FL December 29, 
1937. After graduating from high school and 
attending one year at the University of Florida, 
he was led to Christ by his lifelong friend and 
future pastor friend, Bruce Foss. He then moved 
to Springfield, MO to attend Baptist Bible 
College where he met and married Norma Faye 
West. 

Upon graduating in 1961 he moved back 
to his home church, New Testament Baptist in 
Miami, FL, to work with his mentor Al Janney. A 
year later he started Calvary Baptist Church in 
Leesburg, FL where he served faithfully for the 
next 51 years. His first wife passed away in 2011. 
He remarried in 2012.

He is survived by his wife, Gay, two 
sons, two step-sons, one step-daughter, ten 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
Services were held December 2, 2017 in 
Fruitland Park, FL officiated by Al Janney. 

HONG KONG
DonalD Jack stonE
Don Stone, 80, passed from this life to his 
heavenly home November 15, 2017. He was 
born in McCaulley, TX November 27, 1936. He 
married his wife, LuJean, in 1956. 

After graduating from Baptist Bible 
College he served God in many places around 
the United States and the world. In his early 
ministry, he pastored churches in Florida 
and Oregon, as well as starting a church in 
California. In 1968 he was approved as a BBFI 
missionary to Taiwain. He later served as an 
Assistant Mission Director of the Baptist Bible 
Fellowship International. After his years in 
the Mission Office he pastored churches in 
Michigan and Hawaii. In 1986 he returned to 
the mission field where he founded Victory 
Baptist Church in Berlin, Germany. In 1996 he 
returned to Asia where he remained his final 
21 years serving as missionary pastor of Bible 
Baptist Church in Hong Kong. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, two 
children, five grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. Services were held November 27, 
2017 in Lacey, WA along with a memorial service 
in Hong Kong December 10, 2017.

RALEIGH, NC
WortH JEtHro WorlEy

Worth Worley, 86, passed from this life 
December 4, 2017. He was born May 25, 1931 
in Johnston County, NC. He was born again in 
1958 and shortly thereafter surrendered his life 
to full-time ministry. He started Bible Baptist 
Church in Goldsboro, NC and pastored for three 
years. 

In 1966 he and his wife were approved as 
Baptist Bible Fellowship Missionaries to Korea. 
They changed fields to Singapore in 1984. In 
1995 they changed fields to Russia. Due to 
health reasons, they retired as missionaries in 
2008. Three of their children currently serve as 
international missionaries, one in Singapore, 
one in Thailand, and one in Russia. 

He is survived by his wife, Hazel, three 
children, fourteen grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren. Services were held December 9, 
2017 in Mount Olive, NC. 

The Bible Rebinder Don’t Retire Your Bible — 
Rebind It! Fifteen years experience rebinding and 
repairing Bibles. Contact Joe Gleason,  
2256 E. Nora, Springfield, MO 65803, for prices.  
(417) 693-3137 or thebiblerebinder@gmail.com.

Buses/Shuttles/Vans Sales &Service:  
CHURCH BUSES/SHUTTLES/VANS – SALES & 
SERVICE:  SUMMER CAMP BUSES FOR PURCHASE 
OR LEASE!!  Large Variety of Church Ministry Buses, 
Shuttles, & Vans to Choose From. Call  COACH 
MASTER’S INC. TODAY at (844) 231-5000.  Visit our 
WEBSITE at www.coachmasters.com  for More Info 
& Pictures.

Steps of Paul & John Tours/Cruises. 8-23 Days, 
excellent Biblical guides. www.pilgrimtours.com  
800.322.0788

To place an ad, call (417) 831-3996 or 
email editors@tribune.org. 69¢ per word ($12 
minimum). All ads subject to approval of the Tribune.

TRIBUNECLASSIFIEDS
Advertising in the Tribune does not imply 
the endorsement of the publisher.

RAMER, AL
Jack oWEn ziMMEr
Jack Zimmer, 82, passed away November 16, 
2017. He was born May 29, 1935. He accepted 
Christ as his Savior at the age of 10, began 
teaching a Sunday School class at the age of 15, 
and surrendered to preach at the age of 16. He 
graduated from Baptist Bible College in 1956.

While attending BBC he met Louise Bell 
whom he later married in 1956. Over the next 
61 years he served as pastor to churches in 
New Mexico, Illinois, Georgia, and Alabama. 
Most recently, he served as pastor of Crossview 
Baptist Church in Highland Home, AL. He also 
served in the Illinois BBF as a state officer. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, five 
children, twenty grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren. Services were held November 
20, 2017 in Luverne, AL. 

For information or to order:
The Reapers/Thomas Ray
P.O. Box 867505, Plano, TX 75086
Phone 972.509.9240
Email: tray1701@verizon.net
www.thereapers.com

Front of tract can 

be imprinted with 

your church name, 

address, and 

phone number!
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C h u r C h  a d s

ALASKA
Anchorage Baptist Temple
6401 E. Northern Lights • Anchorage, AK 99504
(907)333-6535 • www.ancbt.org
Pastor Jerry Prevo

ARIZONA
Thomas Road Baptist Church
5735 W. Thomas Rd. • Phoenix, AZ 85031
(623)247-5735 • Pastor Daniel Dennis

CALIFORNIA
Calvary Baptist Church of Oakhurst
At the corner of Highway 49 and Redbud (location only)
(559)641-7984 • Pastor Bob Wilson

The Baptist Tabernacle
1329 South Hope St. • Los Angeles, CA 90015
(213)744-9999 • Pastor Dr. R. L. Hymers, Jr.
www.sermonsfortheworld.com - sermon manuscripts
www.baptisttabernacle.com - church website

CONNECTICUT
New Testament Baptist Church and School
111 Ash St • East Hartford, CT 06108
(860)290-6696 • Pastor Michael Stoddard

DELAWARE
Southside Baptist Church
4904 S. DuPont Hwy (US 13 So) • Dover, DE 19901
(302)697-2411 • Pastor Chris Kondracki

First Baptist Church
6062 Old Shawnee Rd • Milford, DE 19963
(302)422-9795 • Pastor David Perdue

FLORIDA
Palm Springs Drive Baptist Church
601 Palm Springs Dr • Altamonte Springs, FL 32701
(407)831-0950 • Pastor Scott Carlson

Tabernacle Baptist Church
6000 West Colonial Dr • Orlando, FL 32808
(407)295-3086 • Pastor Steve Ware

New Testament Baptist Church 
2050 South Belcher Rd • Largo, FL 33771
(727)536-0481 • Pastor Matt Trill

Trinity Bapist Church
800 Hammond Blvd • Jacksonville, FL 32221
(904)786-5320 • Pastor Tom Messer

First Coast Baptist Church
7587 Blanding Blvd • Jacksonville, FL 32244
(904)777-3040 • Pastor Richard Edwards

Harbor Baptist Church
428 Tomoka Ave • Ormond Beach, FL 32173
(386)677-3116 • Pastor Ronald L. Todd

First Baptist Church of Coconut Creek
5000 W Hillsboro Blvd., Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
(954)422-9611 • www.fbcocc.com
Pastor Adam Alley

Calvary Baptist Church
123 Thunderbird Dr • Sebastian, FL 32958
(772)589-5047 • www.calvary-baptistchurch.com
Pastor Clifton Cooley

New Life Baptist Church
35000 Radio Rd (at Poe St) • Leesburg, FL 34788
(352)728-0004 • newlifebaptistchurch@earthlink.net

Suncoast Baptist Church
410 Warrington Blvd • Port Charlotte, FL 33954
(941)625-8550 • www.suncoastbaptistchurch.com
Pastor Eric McConnell

Grace Bible Baptist Church
1703 Lewis Rd • Leesburg, FL 34748
(352)326-5738 • www.gbbconline.com
Pastor George Mulford III

Orlando Baptist Church
500 S. Semoran Blvd • Orlando, FL 32807
(407)277-8671 • www.worldchangingchurch.com
Pastor Dustin Janney

Spring Hill Baptist Church
3140 Mariner Blvd. • Spring Hill, FL 34609
(352)683-5685 • www.springhillbc.com 
Pastor Raymond Rouse

HAWAII
Lanakila Baptist Church
94-1250 Waipahu St • Waipahu, HI 96797
(808)677-0731 • Pastor Steven C. Wygle

ILLINOIS
Sauk Trail Baptist Temple
4411 Sauk Trail • PO Box 347 • Richton Park, IL 60471
(708)481-1490 • Pastor Bruce Humbert

INDIANA
Grace Baptist Temple 
2320 N. Smith Pike • Bloomington, IN 47404 
Pastor Jose Esquibel

IOWA
Heartland Baptist Church
3504 N. Grand Ave • Ames, IA 50010
(515)268-1721 • www.heartlandbaptistames.com
Pastor Randy Abell

Albia Baptist Temple
624 A Avenue W • Albia, Iowa  52531
Pastor Brian Harris

Bible Community Baptist Church
1085 Sawyer Rd • Central City, Iowa  52214
Pastor Robert Pate

Calvary Baptist Church
PO Box 131 - 107 3rd St. • Onslow, Iowa  52321
Pastor Matt Read

Bible Baptist Church
944 W Williams St. • Ottumwa, Iowa 52501
Pastor Ed Matthews

Faith Baptist Church
8280 105th Ave. - 73rd St. Frontage Rd
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501
Pastor Phil Griffith

Westwood Baptist Church
895 S. 60th St. • West Des Moines, Iowa 50266
Pastor Pat Nath

Hillcrest Baptist Church
1613 Didwell Rd. • Muscatine, Iowa  52761
Pastor Dave McIntosh

Bethel Baptist Church
23899 Hwy 30 • Carroll, Iowa  51401
Pastor Mike Salati

KANSAS
Millington Street Baptist Church
1304 Millington St • Winfield, KS 67156
(620)221-4700 • Pastor Jeff McCaskill

Friendship Baptist Church
2209 E. Pawnee • Wichita, KS 67211
(316)263-0269 • Pastor Ray Melugin

KENTUCKY
Florence Baptist Temple
1898 Florence Pk • Burlington, KY 41005
(859)586-6090 • Pastor Wayne G. Cox

Oak Hill Baptist Church
2135 Oak Hill Rd • Somerset, KY 42501
(606)679-8496 • Pastor Gary Phelps

MASSACHUSETTS
Temple Baptist Church
540 Manley St • West Bridgewater, MA 02379
(508)583-5190 • www.templebaptist.info
Pastor Bill Smith

NORTH CAROLINA
Northside Baptist Church
333 Jeremiah Blvd • Charlotte, NC 28262
(704)596-4856 • Pastor Brian Boyles

Mid-Way Baptist Church
6910 Fayetteville Rd • Raleigh, NC 27603
(919)772-5864 • Pastor James L. Upchurch

Trinity Baptist Church
216 Shelburne Rd • Asheville, NC 28806
(704)254-2187 • www.tbcasheville.org
Pastor Ralph Sexton, Jr.

Central Baptist Church
6050 Plain View Hwy • Dunn, NC 28334
(910)892-7914 • www.cbcdunn.com
Pastor Tom Wagoner

Berean Baptist Church & Academy
517 Glensford Dr • Fayetteville, NC 28314
(910)868-5156 • www.bbcfnc.org
Pastor Sean Harris

OHIO
Ashland Ave. Baptist Church
4255 Ashland Ave • P.O. Box 86
Norwood, OH 45212
(513)531-3626 • Pastor Jerry E. Jones

First Baptist Church
1233 US Rt. 42 • Ashland, OH 44805
(419)289-3636 • Pastor F. R. “Butch” White

OREGON
Tri-City Baptist Temple
18025 S. E. Webster Rd • Gladstone, OR 97027
(503)655-9326 • Pastor Ken McCormick

RHODE ISLAND
Ocean State Baptist Church
600 Douglas Pike • Smithfield, RI 02917
(401)231-1980 • Pastor Archie Emerson, 
Co-Pastor Mike Woodward

TEXAS
Central Baptist Church
2855 Greenhouse Rd • Houston, TX 77084
(281)492-2689 • Pastor Larry Maddox

First Baptist Church of Meadowview
4346 N. Galloway Ave • Mesquite, TX 75150
(214)391-7176 • Pastor Jack Alumbaugh

First Baptist Church
Hwy 64 • Wright City, TX 75750
(903)839-2700 • www.firstbaptistwrightcity.com
Pastor Rohn M. Boone

North Park Baptist Church
4401 Theiss Rd • Humble, TX 77338
(281)821-2258 

Cypress Creek Baptist Church
21870 Northwest Freeway • Houston, TX 77429
(281)469-6089 • Pastor Carl Hughes

Talley Rd. Baptist Church
3120 Talley Rd • San Antonio, TX 78253
(210)675-3154 • www.talleyroadbaptistchurch.org
trbc@satx.rr.com • Pastor Myres Drew

VIRGINIA
Faith Baptist Church
3768 S. Amherst Hwy • Madison Heights, VA 24572
(434)929-1430 • Pastor Brian Hudson

Central Baptist Church
13910 Minnieville Rd • Woodbridge, VA 22193
(703)583-1717 • office@cbcwoodbridge.org
Pastor Brad Weniger

Heritage Baptist Church
21700 Shellhorn Rd. • Ashburn, VA 20147
(703) 729-5436 • www.myhbc.us
Pastor David Barton

WEST VIRGINIA
Fellowship Baptist Church
Rt 60 E. at Huntington Mall • Barboursville, WV 25504
(304)736-8006 • Pastor Jerry Warren

Church ads are available to any BBFI church for $10 per issue. To place an ad, 
call (417)831-3996 or email editors@tribune.org.

Participation in the Baptist Bible Fellowship International is open to any Baptist 
pastor of a supporting Baptist church believing in and adhering to the Word of 
God, on the basis of the BBFI Articles of Faith. For listing on this page, a Baptist 
church is one that declares in legal and/or faith documents it is Baptist in 
doctrine and practice. A supporting church is one that financially supports BBFI 
missions or colleges.   (Sources: Constitution and Bylaws of the BBFI and the 
BBFI Contact Directory)

Darren Myers • Freedom Focus Ministry
27 Dove Lane Galena, MO 65656
573.308.7592  www.Freedomfocus.us 

Don Cherry (BBC ‘76) • Standingstone Ministry
Shepherding the Shepherds
566 First St., Inwood, WV 25428
304.671.3980  Don.C@standingstoneministry.org 



30  |  Baptist Bible Tribune  | Jan/Feb 2018

AfterWords 

I Attended the Virginia BBF Pastor’s Fellowship Meeting  
By Elmer Towns 

BBFI Mobile App
“I was amazed how much information I could 
find in such a short time. It’s been a great help, 
especially at national meetings with simple, 
easy access to all the pertinent information.”

Paul Foster 
RiverWest Baptist Church, Tulsa, OK

Leadership Training
“We were honored to have BBFI Communication 
Director, Randy Harp, come to our church for a 
weekend not only to preach, but to spend time 
investing in our staff and volunteer leaders. 
Randy was engaging, encouraging, and thought-
provoking as he helped motivate our church and 
leaders to go to the next level in our ministry. The 
material he covered was tailored to our church and 
was exactly what we needed!”

Jason Petermann 
Christ Community Church, Bartlesville, OK

BBFI Emphasis
“BBFI Communication Director 
Randy Harp came to Broadway 
Baptist Church as part of a 
series we called “Thankful for” 
where we wanted to highlight 
the BBFI. Randy spoke in the 
Sunday School hour as well as the 
worship service and explained 
the importance of our Fellowship 
and the importance of working 
together. Many in our church did 
not understand the Fellowship, 
but are now excited to be part of 
an amazing movement.”
 

Chris Stephens 
Broadway Baptist Church, 

Sweetwater, TX

Leadership Podcast
“Over the past year I have listened to every BBFI 
Leadership Podcast. I find them to be very beneficial 
and they have been a blessing to me. I love that our 
Fellowship is theologically sound, practical about 
methods, and visionary about winning souls for Christ! 
The podcasts have challenged and inspired me in each 
of those areas.”

Randy Abell 
Heartland Baptist Church, Ames, IA

BBFI.org 
“As a missionary on deputation, it’s 
important to stay connected with 
what’s going on in our Fellowship. 
That has historically been done 
through the Baptist Bible Tribune. 
Rarely being in one place makes it 
difficult to get a copy. Thankfully 
the Tribune and other Fellowship-
related information can now be 
found at Tribune.org and BBFI.org. 
This makes it much more convenient 
and allows me to access information 
whenever and wherever I need it.”

Ian Richards 
Missionary to Australia

Baptist Bible Tribune
“The Tribune has been especially helpful to me 
and the congregation I serve as a tremendous 
resource for effective ministry methods and 
Scriptural perspectives on current events and 
issues. But primarily, we are blessed to be able 
to know how our sister churches and fellow 
laborers are faring in their ministry efforts here 
and around the world.”

Gary Fuller 
Gentle Shepherd Baptist Church, Lincoln, NE

Online Resources 
“The Tribune online, as well as the 
online resources of the BBFI are a 
huge blessing to missionaries for 
several reasons. We are no longer 
1-2 months behind on BBFI news. 
We get to see what our friends in 
ministry are doing throughout the 
world (live). We can attend BBFI 
Meetings from the Mission Field 
(via live streaming). We are more 
connected to BBFI missionaries, 
pastors, supporters, and events. 
A huge thank you to all 
involved at the Tribune and the 
Communication Office.”

Brian Weed 
Missionary to Nicaragua 

Coaching Network
“The BBFI Coaching Network allowed me 
to get very specific coaching with individual 
attention from experienced and powerful 
men of God. For me, getting an hour of 
face-time with men like Steve Stroope and 
Elmer Towns is unlikely, but the coaching 
network made this possible. Not only was 
it extremely practical, but it was inspiring. 
Being grouped with other pastors and 
church leaders from across the country also 
served as an encouragement and provided 
the opportunity to meet new people. 
The BBFI Coaching Network presents a 
practical and cost-effective solution for a 
pastor’s personal development and spiritual 
growth.”

Kevin Whitacre
 LifePoint Church, Springfield, MA

Social Media
“It’s so important to celebrate how 
God is working through fellow pastors 
and leaders, and the BBFI social media 
outlets helps me do that in real time.”
 

Rob Lyons 
CrossPointe Church, Anaheim, CA

synergy

YOUR PARTNERSHIP KEEPS US MOVING FORWARD
2 0 1 8  A N N U A L  T R I B U N E  O F F E R I N G



   • Affordability: 
     Tuition Rates Among Lowest in the Nation 

       • Accessibility: 
         Online Courses Using Cutting-Edge Technology    

            • Attainability: 
               Programs Paced for Busy Schedules 

go therefore and make disciples of every nation. 
This is the mission Jesus gave his disciples, and the message is as relevant today 

as it was two thousand years ago. At Grace, we are committed to fulfilling the Great 
Commission by developing spiritual leaders in every nation who can in turn teach 

others about the love of Christ, a love that cannot be earned and can never be lost. 

Grace o�ers accredited certificates, bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees 

to help you impact your part of the world for eternity. 

BEGIN YOUR GRACE JOURNEY TODAY:

 gsot.edu/bbfi

Grace School of Theology is an officially affiliated BBFI School.




